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ly, loyall, and chaſe MazrIaGe. 
WHEREIN 


The right way to preſerve the Honour of 


Marriage unRained, is at large deſcribed, urged, 


and applyed : with Reſolution of ſundry materiail 
Queſtions concerning this Argument. 


ALSO 
| An Appendix added to the Treatiſe deſcribing the juſt and 


LT 


terrible judgements of God wpon all that dave wiolaze 
the Honour of Marriage. 


To which is addedan Alphabeticall Table very 
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neceſlary for the Readers underſtanding, to find each ſc- , 4 
verall thing contained in this Booke, : : 
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Set forth for the good of all ſach as either are to en- 
ter, or are already entred intothis Honourable eſtate. 


ByD. R.Batcb.in Diviney@and MInISTer of the 2 Goſpel, 


I The ef, 4. 4 
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To the Righe Honourable, and his 
very good _Lurd, R OBERT Earle of War- 
wicke, Baron of Leez, &C. 


The Aurnour of this Txzarisn 
wiſheth all Health, Honour, 
. and Happineſle. 


Right Honourable : 
P22, ® 6 Ae Hen 1 was firſt intended this Diſcomſe 
DE LS (being ſome yeares ſince) me thought 
. 1 felt in my ſelfe a deſpre of ſome n- 
termaifiion from former Arguments 
of deeper exerciſe, and more (þiritu- 
T7 ASP % 14 nature; as conceiving that 4 
Sz G12 Lb MorallT heme might another while, 
| both rewive my wearied ſpirits, and 
perhaps delight the Reader w thwariety. Hereapon I con- 
ſidered wh it Object inthis kinae might moſt fitly ſort with 
my theaghts ;, and «fier ſome inquiry, both the many cons- 
plaints of the married. 1nd daily queſtrons moved unto mee 
by ſuch as inteuded marriage: as alſo ſecondly thoſe nots- 
1101s errours andcorruptions wh:ch(through fin and Satay) 
have infinuated, nay pierced the very tntrals of this State ; 
and laftily (which # worſt of of) theſe infivite yollutions of 
boay and minde, in all drgrees of men both naturall and un- 
waturall moved me with reſolution to faſten upon ths Args- 
ment. But notw thſtanding the pregnancy of theſe induce- 
ments, the Theme ſcemed ſo weighty, that I was forced to 
| 4 2 ſearch 
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ſeach what furniture I had ſtored up for ſuch a works. And 
at laſt I found the caſe to land with me, a5 it dthwith two 
friends who through diſcontinuance, or abſence have wax- 
en ſtrange each to other, untill by ſome faire occafton of mee- 
ting they hp torenew their acquiintance. So ſtood the caſe 
betweene-my ſelfe and theſe Meditations, which gave the 
firft dranght of the Treatiſe enſming ;, which ſince my firft 
preaching thereof ly long by mee, as balfe forgotten ; but 
now ſcemed to preſent themſelves to my view with double 
appettte and ſavaur as promiſing to be materiall 1nd uſefall 
for ihe bettering of publique manners,and belping to redreſſe 
the corruptions of the vime. Agcordingly therefore ſhaking 
off the duſt 1nd ſoyle of my Papers... [ have beſtow: d [ome 
panes to centrive them inte [ome ſuch order and expreſſion, 
4 m:ght if not ſatufic the curious, yet) profit the deſirous 
of counſell and reſolution. in caſes of this nature. 

Touſee ( Right Honourable) baw beld I amto draw you 
from your deeper occaſeens, to lifiew a while 10theſs private 
potions of mine : which I preſume (out of your facility ts 
give beſt canflruction ta thugs) you will not diſaaine to doe. 
Tapreceedithen : 4las | How evidewt # it,by wens pradfice, 
that although all confeſſe they eughtt tate religians (andwho 
new 4dayes # othermiſe:) yet few mill adauit the yauke of 
Ged npeu thei necke, inthe miſe undergoing af theſe rels. 
$145 wherein they fandobliged?* Among which this of 
marriage « aruated and fund«mentcl one,as being mn order 
before the reſt ;, and ſuch an one as cither affords influence 
and ſap taihems (loth Fawuly Polity, and Church, or elſe 
inferrcs a blemiſh and ſþerſran upan then all. $0: hat, if 
men wonld derive the ſaveur and pemer of godlineſ[e 168 
this eſtate of life, ſeaſoning it mith the gr aces of [elf-denval, 
aud faith,and halineſe ; they ſhould ( dowbtleſſe ) enjoy i3 ie 
Afarre mure ſweet. and cantenifull ſors them nenthey doe, 
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while they detaine this truth in unrighteouſne(ſe, ſeparatin 
tbe oy which God bath anited. fee.ſe FE y 

Men tell us. they will heare Preachers (while they kerpe 
their bounds) while they teach thens oncly faith anarepen- 
gaxce ; but if they will reeds medadle with a more cloſe and 
weare [earch of therr Iryss and relations. their callings,com- 
panes tr 1d1ngs, libernes ; or if they will pry imtotheir more 
retired wayes their cloſets, chambers, and marriages, then, 

45 he whoraged 1gainft F\(ha for the diſcovering and de. * King 6.13. 
feating of bu plots tothe King of Iſrael : ſo theſe recoyle at 

the Nin.ftr, and threaten they will grve him over. They 

Fell bim they 641 teach tim as good paſſages end 1wlts of ex- 

perience as h1wnſelfe can. $0 far are they from ſtanding to 

Gods Bar in theſe points. and ſay, They knew them ove hee 

knew what hes Bookes meant , they are neere a kin 191that 

Leſcinuous Part, who being 101d of his wnch «ſte Epigrams, Cul. Epigr. 

wered thus, Its true maced, is mect that the Poet hinp Pawmgye cle 

fſelfe bee chaſte, but as for his wirſes, let rhers have their Poerim, =» 
£8%7{c,18 ſhew the Authors wit and 5hkill, it matters no' what Ipſum : verfi- 
they be, Su ſy theſe, We grant all,that we muſt bee honeft en _ 
folke, but that our marriage a&tions ſhould ran in the tream | 

of kel1g108 we aceme 1t mee. and morethen needs, Subtill 
aew (we [ay float a/0ft and dwell in wniverſuls. but bring 
then to the particular, fſhew them Rhodes, and theffage 
whereon thy ſhould dance andthen they are at a ſet, therr 
great 5hill ſuddenly farkes them. 

Howbeit, if wee looke into the Scriptures, we ſhall meeet 
with [one whoſe very marriages heve beene caſt inorhe 
xonld of obedience. Not tomrge the rules which Paul grves 
10 hucbands and wives, both for their entrance npon,end co- 
habitation in that condition ; weread of L ichary and Eli- Luc. 1.6. 
zabet, both which were jaft, walking before God 13 all bis 
c0nmmands witheus reproefe : what w, they pratiiſed piety, 
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righteouſneſſe, and ſoberneſſe,,n the ſtate of marriage. How 
could they walke in all Commands b thing the fifth, which 
wrgerth Reltgion in our particular ſtate of tife * but what ſa 
mentoths ? Sagtly as the * apiſts tell ws, Afſurance of jal- 
vation belongs to Pacer and vavl, and ſncb as hid ſpecial 
revelations, but its noordinary mans c ſe. $0 ſay theſe, 
ſuch «5 Tachary and Elizabet were em:uent perſons ma- 
fter-pieces, above the common ſize : objett> of adm:ration, 
rather then imitation. kut alas! Thum ſt u net thicke e- 
nough to eſcape in : all of us under the Gofpell are under the 
ſ-me law which they were . wee are a royal Priefthood tyed 
10 4: ftr:&t arule as ever they were, of chaſtity and holtnes. 

1 doubt not Right Honourable) if ibe queftion might bee 
decided by your woice, but you are of this minde;, and deſrre 
10 be of the ſame pratt.ce Now y(t why | devote this Trea- 
t1ſe 10 your name, many may wonder ; as decming many 0- 
ther ſubjetts more wo thy and proper to preſent your Lord- 
ſhip withall. But (my good Lord, ſuch u the eftate of fra le 
fleſh im this waile or miſery that there us no cond'tton of | fe, 
whether Min:ſtery, Magiſtr acy, ſingle or maricd ſtate wh-r- 
in counſel! my not doe well for the rectifying of ſuch errors 
4 through humane infirmity breake into 1h, Each flute 
hath bus ſeverall temptations, andawell ordered courſe in 
marriage (a long experience of 4 double marriage can 
ze chyos) wneeaſie Theme. Againe that (wert and mutu- 
all 16cord which God hath weuchſafed twixt your Honour 
and your worthy Conſort, may [erve to turne my Dedication 
into a Gratulation. And maced, thoueh the Beokebe much 
under the value of ſuch a perſonige as yow ſclfe (am 'n not 
onely of Noble deſcent but of great and deſerving atts beth 
for our Church and Commonwealth. both formerly and of 
late) yet I preſume, that if 4 draught of muddy w iter pre- 
ſemtedin the crowne of a hat, was ſo welcome to 4 porene 
Monarch: 


— —_ 


Thc Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Monarch : then deubtleſſe your honour able ſpivit will net re- 
Jeet a Schallers Mite offerea with as dcepe reſpett unto you, 
4s that was : you w'll not deſpiſe ſm ll things, ſince there 
way be ableſing therein, Net alway in agreat thing there 6,1 ge ane 
is good hut ina gecd there ts ever great, and ihat which may Poetic. 
agreemith greatneſſe, 4s one tells us out of 4 Greeke Poet, ** "apa 
Atl hclyes ſhall one day ceaſe, yet ewery beoke of uſe m:y OO os 
ſerve as « lutle walking. ſtaffe ro further ts in our travell i, 1. 
home, | 
Moreover it miy become the beft Schaller of ws all to © 10uns Con 

learne that leſſon which Pau), and from him my Booke ur- © Ads +, 
geth, The time is ſhort (wropt awa folded nup,, as the Text Ecdteſy.s? $0 
£) Letthem that poſſeſſe, be as if they poflefled nor, &c.s. 

ſuch as weepe, asf they wept not,ſuch as rejoyce, as if 

they rejoyced not, ſuch as marry, as if they married nor, 

ſuch as uſe the world,as if not uſing it : for the faſhion of 

it paſſeth away. 4 11me for all things, andſo 8 time for Mnih.ur. 30. 
the married to embract,, and a time to bee far from embra- 

cing. Secke therefore that place wlerealliheſe relations 

Jball ceaſe,” for ſo 1 thinke, though ſome thinke otherwiſe: ) 

where there jhall be no rrarrying, nor gruing 11 marriage, 

for the Spouſe ſhall be wholy ſp:111u*ll, ke her hub ind, at 

le: ft bkethe Angels of God. 1n which deſire 1 reſt, craving 

ablefiing from he.vcu npon your Honour your Vertuons and 

Noble Lady, and poſterity : as alſo upon the peruſall of tl's 

your Booke : and [6 humbiy take my leave, reſting 


At your Honours command 
inthe Loxy, 


Danini ROGuns. 
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READER. 


All health. 


- Udicious and religious Reader, this Wheecle of 
our Converſation, whereof this Booke treates, 
(MarriageI meane)including many leſſer wheeles 
in, and under it, all ſubje& to the motion thereof, 
and cachof them requiring a due order and dire- 

Qion, that both might bee regular, and. according to 

knowledge; how ſhould I thinke any other, but that I 
| havelighred upon this point of Marriage by a ſpeciall 

ManuduQtion of Providence ? Defirous wee are ſome- 
times that the matter we have by us in readineſſe, might 
be ſealonable alſo for the times wherein we live : Bur, 
when indeed the manners of our preſent age ſeeme to 

ivea life to that which we have before prepared, (for 

- hs knoweft Occaſion isthe life of a Thing) then dou- 

bly it appeares ſcaſonable, yea as Apples of gold, and 

Pictures of filver. Howbeit further muſing of the mat- 

ter, ſundry other ſmaller cords concurred to draw me on * 

to this endeavour: whereof I will make thee partaker, 

(as counting it none of the ſmalleſt mercies that I may 

give an account tothe Church of God, for the impro- 

ving and redeeming of my ſeaſons) in theſe ſad times, 
wherein that good God, who allowes us any the leaft 
'A prote- 
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proteQion and liberty, requires that wee ſpend it nor in 
yanity and froth, bur to the beſt adyantage, if notas we 
would (for hee is wiſer then- man, yea his foolifhneſle 
and weakneſſe exceeds the beſt wiſedome and ftrength 
which is in us) yet as wee may forthe better making up 
of our reckoning, at his comming, when the uſe of our 
T alents ſhall be examined. | 

Firſt then, I obſerved; that Religious Conſent be- 
tweene couples did not qnely faſhion the family relati- 
ons, the children and ſervants, much the more orderly ,, 
but alſo extended it ſelfe ro the Church and Common. . 
wealth , caufing thoſe ſervices which concerne publique 
communion of worſhippers, to proceed more faire ; as 
alſo the duties of common life, ro pafſe more comely 
then otherwiſe they-would doe. . One godly and har- 
monious Couple, I have noted, to difpatch mate 
ſervice to God, to themſelves, to their brethren, then 
fome ten couples unequally yoaked. So true a maxime 
of Machiavel and his maſterthe Devill jt is, Mee that 
would beare rule, let him fow difcord and diviſion, This 
one wheele then being of fo maine importance , what 
need is there that the ſpokes and ftaves af ic beo ſound, 
and well compa, according to the rule of the Sanftwy- 
ary ? This was 07e motive. 

E obſerved moreover, that as barrenas the world is 
of good perfons, and good couples, yethere and there 
are ſcattered many of a tractable and docible diſpoſition, 
to doc well, and to order their marriage courſe aright. 
Onely their Principles lying, rather ina morall way of 
good affeRions, zeale, anddutics, then in the particular 
relations of life, in whieb they. live, as of marriage; yea, 
"being ignorantof that which ſhould cicherinformetheir 
judgement, ororder: thei will therountg;, alay they ne- 
4 | 4 ver 
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Tothe Reader, © 


ver attaine the Tythe of comfort, and content which | 


this eſtate might affoord them. How great pitty were it 
then to defraud ſuch people of direRions, who if they 
might <njoy it, would not bee wanting to improve it? 
How many full of knowledge, yet live, (and in matriage 
eſpecially) as if they had none £ By ſo much the more 


its pitty that ſuch ſhould want it, as would gladly enjoy 


the fruit of it? And conſidering, that wit know- 
ledge the heart is not good z and that good intentions 
without rule, are as a goodly Coach without a skilfull 
driver ; I conceived 1 ſhould doe them acceptable ſer- 
vice, and ſome glory to God, in caſting this Platforme 
of Direction for thema, out of Gods Word. This ſcem- 
ed anqther induc l | Ja5 
Beſides theſe, as wee ſee a great deale of ground va- 
nifheth in a narrow Map, which in a larger lyeth open, 
ſo I have noted,that in Sermons, or ſhort Touches upon 
the fifth Command (wherein the Preacher onely fol- 
lowing his text, meets with no ſuch.occafions of :inqui- 
ry) much inſtrution about particular duties of Mariage 
are concealed, which yet (ina Treatiſe appointed for 
the nonce) will offer it ſclfe firly to be diſcuſſed. They 
that arc ina crowd, muft getthrough as they can, but 
thedoore ſtanding open freely, one by one'may paſle 
through with caſe. Sa is it here, a Treatiſe hath this 
advantage, to reach in many things which a generall 
handling paſſcth over : and ſatisfaction to a doubtfull 
minde, is more cafily given this way, then by {ome 0- 
ther meancs of more waighty nature : Each ordinance of 
God ſerving ſpecially for that end, which another dorh 
not. A poore ſtar may in her ufe exceed the Sun, when 
its darke, and night ſeaſon : though the Sunne excecd al 
Starres inther light, This was athird reſpeR. Z 5 
2 a 2 , ut 
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But above all other, I confidered that the wotull o- 
verflow.of ſinne, and of Luſt by name, in this our age, 
which reignes as in her element, through diſdaine or. 
violation ot the ordinance of marriage : feetned toneed - 
ſome check and affront from heaven, which' might re- 
maine as 2 witnefle againſt our EY, and which 
might fair menout of their uncleannefſe. Unto this 
worke, though I know my ſelte the unfitteſt of many, 
yet as one having more leaſure then they, '(as fometime 
a looker on may ſee what a gameſter overſces) I durſt 
not wholly decline that taske,ſo farre as this vice offered 
itſclfe or came within the bounds of my Treatiſe, The 
contempt of long light, having begot thoſe ſpirituall pe- 
naltics of a ſecure, unbelecving, impenirent herrt, with 
apoſtaſic from the truth : how ſhould ir bee otherwiſe, - 
but the ſpirit of grace muſt ftraiten it ſclfe exceedingly, 
both in removing of many helpes. and a fruitlefle living 
under ſuch as remaine © And what thenmuſt follow, 
ſave a formall,empty profeſſion of that truth; the power 
whereof is wofully wanting ! Now we know, hypocri- 
fie cannot long- continue within her owne bounds, © but 
ſhe muſt quickly diſcover her ſelfeto be openly profane; 
When was hearing, and worſhip(in the'memnory of man) 
accompanied with ſo much wickedneſle 2 or when had 
Popery bettery colour to traduce our Goſpell for a do- 
Qrine of licentiouſneſſe 2 And while men. have leature 
enough for every other thing, who lookes at reforming 
of il] manners £ And how juſtly doth God leave men, 
who will not be as they ought, (with-Fasee/) to prove 
worle then they ſeemed © What axis this, that men 
livirg in a praQtice of drunkenneſle and uncleannefle, 


dare preaſc upon a Miniſter of Chriſt, for comforttro 
their ſoules,as imagining itto belong to them 1s r not 
a figne 
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a figne of a ſpiritot giddinefle reigning in the world, out 
of deepe doting upon their prayers 'and hypocriticall 
wotſhp £ Hith ſuch a Baalamiſh conſcience ever appea- 
redand: ſo commonly as now.it doth.in all places 2 Dare . 
Ulury, drunkennefſle, covetouſneſle, ſwearing, (which 
are: more infamous ard hated) openly proclaime their 

ſhame: and doe we thinke that more ſecret ſtnnes,which 

love the darke,are not much more generally pra@tiſed.,as 

ſodomy,fornication and wantonneſſe 2 For which ſake 

the wrath of God juſtly comes upon the children of 
diſobedience! And this fourth was my ſtrongeſt reaſon. 

Now then as my endeavours want not due motives, 

fo it lyes-in thee for whoſe ſake 1 have written, to look 

to. thy (clfe, leſt it bee undertaken in vaine ! If there be 
little hope that my Phyſicke (nor mine, but Gods) will 

worke any great Cure, yer I wiſh it may prove preven- 
ting touch as yer remaine untainred? What the ſucceſfe 

islike to be, lyes not in mee nor thee to determine | Ar 

leaſt this I deſire, that they who are entred,or arc to en- 

ter the eſtate of Marriage, may find theſe rules ſomwhat 
adyantagious to further them in their choice,or to guide 

them in their courſe ! I ſhall bee happy in'my deſfigne, if 
citherof theſe be obtained : to the effeting whereof, I 

commend all to his grace, who hath by his providence 

broughtthis Treatiſeto an end, both for mee to publiſh, 
and tor thee to peruſe. 


Thine in the Lord, | 


D.R. 


| Chapter 1. 
C Ontaines the Anahſe of the Text : The frfl 
point bandled,viz. Marriage is bonourable. 
Chap. 2. More full Explication of the ſpecials 
in wbich the bonour of Marriage confiſts :(betng the 
ground of the Treatiſe enſuing :) viz. in entrauce 
and continuance Entrance firſt, that is, Marrying 
in the Lord,bandled. | 
Chap.z. The ſecond requifite unto 4 good En- 
trance handled : viz. Iptneſſe and Sutableneſſe. 
Chap. 4. 4 firſt digreſſion : Touching ( onſent 
of Parents, with ſundry Queſtions and Objeftions 
anſwered. 
Chap.g. A ſecond Digreſiion, touching « ('0u- 
traft : what it is, and ſundry Queres alont it an- 


[ſw red and r-(olved. 


Chap.6, Recurneto the firſt 4rgument : The 
ſecond 


Lt 


The Table. 


ſecond part of the Marriage honour to be preſerved, to 

Þit in the Married condition: and that both generall - 
_ and ſpeciall, ingenerall by ſome mutuall Duties con- 
cerning them both. Four of them named. T be fu 
' bandled. viz. Joint conſent in Religion. 

Chap. 7. The ſecond joynt Duty of married cou 
ples hekda wir, ( onjupall love. 

Chap.8. Treateth of the third joint Daty of the 
Married,viz. Chaſiity. 

Chap. 9. 'Containeth the fourth and. laſt Dutie 
of Po in Marriage, viz.Conſent. 

Chap. 40. Proceeds to the perſonal offices of ei- 
ther pertie. And firſt of the Huband. Three ſeve- 
rall duties namad, The firſt of them bandled, viz.That 
he be a man of Vnder ſlanding. 

Chap. 1 1. Goes on to the ſecond perſonal Dutie 
of the Fiusband,to wit, Providence. 

Chap. 1 2. Treateth of the:third and laſt ſpecial 
duty of x Husband, viz. Giving Honour or Reſþe- 
fFiveneſſe to the Wife. 

Chap. 13. FHaudleth the ſecond ſort of ſpecial 
Duties, towit, of the Wife. Three of them named. 
The fr of the handled, viz. Subje&ion to ber 
Hubbard.” 

Chap. 14. Proceeds to the ſecond Peculiar 
Duty 
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Duty of the Wife, viz. Helpſulneſſe. 

Chap. 1 5. Treateth of the third and laſt Duty 
of the Wife, wbich © Gracefulneſſe : Wherewith the 
former Vſe of Exbortation, to honour Marriage is 
concladed. Two other nſes of the point added, and ſo 
the whole T reatiſe finiſhed. 

Chap. 16. Is an Appendix to the Treatiſe. Gods 
judgements againft the defilers of Marriage, terrible. 
The point handled. Reaſons added. AV)ueſtion an- 
Jwered for explication of the Dottrine, Some I ſes. 

Of Terror, Admonttion. 

Chap. 17. T he maine Yſe of. Bxhartation £0 ex- 
ſue Chaſticy. Sundry meanes. and counſels pr 
ded at large. And ſo a concluſion fi the vio. 
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HEBREVVS 13.5. 
Marriage is honourable, and the bed undefiled : 
_ but Whoremorgers and Adulterers , God 
Will julpe. 
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Cuz. 3, 
The Analyſe of the Text, The firſt point handled, That 
Marriage # honoureble, 


atrimoniall Honour : 


2h H A T the peculiar aime of Saint The ſcope of 


 enterlacing of a ſolemn praiſe of mar- 
riage betweene the fourth and the fixt 
verſe of this Chapter (which are of 
another garbe and nature) may per- 
haps ſeeme queſtionable to a Reader, 
not obſervant of the circumſtances of 
times and perſons. Sure it is,that the 
Apoſtles ſcope is very orderly and familiar. For having in 
the former Chapter propounded the Doftine of juſtifica- 
tion jn the cauſes thereof, both matter & forme ; and having 
3lſo very cffeually built EY great exſuortarion, to 
ceeve 
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2 
beleeve, and tolive by faith. In the chapter before this, he 
Chap.12. procetdstotheurging of obedience and holineſie, inthe 


Jew confured 
1n his conceit 
of Mirage, 
1 Ti:4.3- 


generall : and mchis x3. chapter he proceeds to particula- 
r:ze and inſtance in ſome ſpeciall, and ſome perſonall offi- 
ces and as of Chriſtian practice, But for the queſtion mo- 
ved, what ſhould cauſe the Apoſtle to thinke this argument 
of Marriage as weighty as the reſt, and to'<quall it toother 
Poftrines handled 1a this place ; may be ſuppoſed, not to be 
from a common notion, ſwimming with other things mn his 
minde, and uttered by courſe : but, provably from fome oc- 
caſ{ion of realland preſent neceſlity meving him. I will pro- 
pound what ſeemes tome the truth. There were at the ttme 
of writing this Epiſtle, two ſorts and practices of men very 
rife, and that of contrary intention ; the one of heatheniſh 
prophaneneſle, the other of Iewiſh ſuperſtition : the Hea- 
thens, as they thought ſingle fornication no ſinne at all (as 


appeared by their commen practice of it ; ) and adultery it 


ſelfe, none of the greateſt ſinnes ; ſo, they ileightel all de- 
nanciations.of Gods wrath and judgement againſt either ; 
and ſnorted ſecurely in the practice of both. The Iew, on 
the coatrary extreame , Comes i-1 with his Superſtition, as 
thinking there is no way to contrall this impiety, ſave by 
maintaining a Bat contraricty unto it, viz. That Marriage 1t 
{elfe is unlawfull. Paul himfclfte taxeth ſuch falſe teachers, 
Forbiading to marry, that 18, croſſing Gods owne ordinance, 


'provided forithe fufeguard of chaſtity. Much like the Pa- 


piſts at this day,ſandry of whoſe poſitions ſayour of naother 
1traine, therito wick oneterrour by a farre worſe, As,be- 
cauſe they ſee mens lives very barren of good workes, they 
haveno other way to draw men to be forward in weldoing, 
then by a falſe DoCtrine, that workesare meritorions. -Like- 
wile, tinding fault with mens backwardnefſe to Mortificati- 
on ; inPolicy, they deviſe ſuch Penances ofthe fleſh asGod 
never ordained, to whip themſelves with cords beſet with 
needles, and ſharpe pricks, or to ſtand up naked'to the chin 
11 cold water, or to faſt from all kinde of fleſh,” togoe bare- 
foot on pilgrima ge,to renoance the world, ſellall, and live 
10 a Clojſter. This myſtery of iniquity wrought-early, even 
: here 


— 
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here an the mindes of ſuperſtitious Iewesand falſe teachers , 
who found no way to alay the flame, fave by quenching the 
fire : and therefore, to quaſh heatheniſh contempt of mar- 
riage by whoredome, orthe corrupting thereof by Adl- 
tery, they affirme no marriage or carnall knowledge at all,. 
to be allowed to Chriſtians ; which remedy is much worſe 
then the diſeaſe; asifthe life of Divels (adultery) conld be 
overthrowne by the doftrine of Divals, which 1s, detiance 
of marriage. We ſce this {topping of the ſtreame, hath in 
allages doubled the rage of all kinde of uncleanneffe. Here 
therefore, the Apoſtle, thac he might oppoſe both theſe ex- 
tremities: firſt, the ſuperſtition of the Tew, tels bim, Aſarri- 
age ts honourable ; and therefore an ungodly' thing todifanall 
an ordinance:, Azd the bed is nndeflled: there 15s no neceſſity 
of making our ſelves Eunuckes, to avoid uichaſtenefle. And 
onthe other fide, to the Heatheniſh, or lately converted 
from Pagan prophancneſle, this he addes, But Whoremongers 
and di God will judge: gq.d. Let no man ſtrengthen 
bimſelfe in his adultery ortilthineſſe, under pretext of the Heathers opt» 
lawfulneſſe of carnall knowledge : for why ? whether men ny Lrgk 
goeto commen harlots, and dehile virgins more openly, as © * 
Whyremongers ; or goe to worke more covertly, ſhrowding 

their ſinne by the Married eſtate z although for a tume, they 

may defile or be defiled, without feare or checke : yet, they 

mult know, that the God of mirriage and pureneſſe, will one 

day inperſon ſit upon them,and ſhew his deteſtation of ſach 

wayes, by plaguing them, be they great or ſmall, high or 

lowe, Princes or Peſants. As once Latimer, that holy Mar- 

tyr, upon an handkerchiefe with a booke wrapt up in it,and 

preſented to a King,wrote this very text for a poſie, Fornica- 

tores & Adulteros judicabit Dominns. 

The words then containe in them a Diſcretive proporti- The Auaſis 
on ; the which divides it ſelfe into two truths; either an af- %f 
ſertive, or denouncing truth : onely there muſt be concei- 
ved to be a ſecret defet of the words in them both, which 
mult be ſupplied for the making up of a full meaning. Touch- 
ing the Aflertion firſt, its two fold ; the one concerning the 
Ordinance it ſelfe, arriage bonowrable; the other reipeR- 
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ing the uſe of it; Aud the bed is undefiled (for ſo T-readiit accor- 
_ ding to the Text and ſcope.) The ſecond truthdenoyncing, 
dividesit {elfe into-two parts; either a Threat,* or the 0b- 
je&thereof:-the Threat is againſt-the corrupters of marri- 
age, Godwill judge them. The obje&tis double; firſt, fornica- 
tors, ſack as mixe unlawfully with the ſingle, either harlots 
or virgins, making theſe whores, of nourifthing them that 
' are ſo, in. their trade. Or elſe Adulterers, who (although ct- 
ther of the parties. married, cauſe 'adultery)- yet being 
married, doe linke themſelves. with-other mens wives,. for 
the concealement.of their villanie, and ſo of baftardy. Both 
theſe; the one for. his manifeſt and open, the other his ſnb- 
tilland clofe nacleaneneſle; ſhallbe adjudged by God him- 
felfe. The conceived defe&t of :the ſentence, lyeth in the 
oppeſition of the parts, thns, vis, Marriage is honoxerable, the 
bed #s undefiled, and blefſins ts upon all that ſo preſerue'i:1 - But 
Whoremongers aud" Adulterers arc diſhinourable; debanched ones; 
and God will curſe and plasue them, | will gothrough both the 
parts, God aſfliſting :and firſt of the' firſt. | 
Thefirſt point © Aarriage hox:rable : *and thatfor fourereſpeds : firlt,in 
Morri2gey the parts $f it : ſecondly, in the nature of it': thirdly, in the 
kenoutade. uſe of it: foarchly, in the:quality-or ſacrednelle of it- For 
How? infoure the partsot it,if the marriage is beſt where the parts'of it are 
fo (1. concreto at leaſt) the wife and the husband, both pre- 
ciops.peeces: Of the wife we have'fundry' Scripttires for 
Thos ie- herhondgrablencile :: ſheis calted rbs gift 4 God: itsthe iſe 
w_ of the holy Ghoſt to ſtile exctllemrhinys, Gods chops 
the Mont afiGod, rhe city of God, the houſe of God, the gardiw” 
God : becauſe excellency cannot owne-anything which is 
baſe :Gads greatneſle gives'no common gitts,ſothat a wife 
Woman ho. 75 No common bleiling : ſhe is Gods womanznot onely made 
nourablee by God; as ſhe is his creature alone (fo by finne-ſhe both loſt 
Prov.19.14. hcerowne, and'her husbands royalty alſo :) But, as ſhee 1s 
made up againe by Gods grace, toa better-image then ſkee 
loft ; and ſo, henorable by a ſecond creation : yea, reſtored 
to-man with advantage, muchþetter then ſhe firſt _ 
unto.him.in Paradiſe. (By this meane; ſhe becomesan helpe 
inſtead of a'ſnare; a truegiftof God, an excellent peece, » 
eu whic 
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h amanmay bleſſe God while he lives: This, I fay,in Marrieee is 

he firſt. place, as the chiefe ground of ker honour :/ and. yet {*om God yes, 
this is,not-all; ſhe is called the crowne ef her-kusband, both; egy? 
by Salemwn(uſing that word)and by SaintPaslcalling herbs yereth its ſee 
g/ory, who before wag his utter ſhame.” Crownes, we know, Plal.68.6, 
are very precious tifbgs and honorable, ſerving to grace God leuerh 
things of chicfe eminency, Empereurs,Kings and: Princes 3 ml 9g 
Grownes are made of the pureſt gold, embelliheSwiththe :;p,, ,,, * 
coſtlieſt Pearles,ſert in with curious workmanſhip. So again. . 

hor price is {aid to be farre above Kwbies : yea, Wiſcdome her Þc0.3 1.19% 
ſelfe, anda good wife, are not far differentyn their deſcrip- 

- tzo0s, 80 ſewell is to be compared tqagr, fagre above fil- 

very yea» the choiſcſt geld. Happy is: he-ypon. wide head 
ſacha.crowne.is ſeto whom heaven es Ih ſach a gift. 

The other party is the Many we know "than doth eſpe- "FORE BIRITURe 
cjally reſemble the image of Ghdy.and inthat reſveR is the ble. Pl 
Wives head 4;an4 although by herfinne, he-came tq loſe þis; « Cor. rr, 
 bonvar, yet if he be a good man, haisa man'ofunderſtan- 

_ ding; and. of an excellent ſpirit ;-/y ea; beter then his Bergh-, Po. 17.27. 
bour. Not a Rubex any lougdhky, whoſe dignity is gone; but 
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Too 42.13, 
d F | 4 At the whol each of 
Em wTÞrecous,whatis the, compound ? jfa ring alone 
erich, what is it with a richer ;pearle encloſed in it? As we 


{ce when a Prince and hetrgof. a/crowne marries a Yins 
ceſſe dowager, how glorious js their union. how honora- 
ple their concurrence? This my ſerve” {gr the firſt. gf the 
OUre..'...... PENS | 
. 'Butg leaſt any.ſbould. alledge,; that the Yext ſpeakes ngt The ſecond 
of thoſe thatmakemarriage honourable ; by {a1:h, Marriage "© (pc& of ha- 
(as ſuch anordinange)4s honourable : therefore let the par« yo ”- 
ties goe, and:;come tothe nature and kinde it ſelfe of marriv M uriage, 
age. The Greeke word here uſed,is the ſame which is uſed: z Per. 1,3, 
2 Pet:3,2.,and may a8 well be tranſlated Precives,onof worth * | 
an&yalue, a coltly thing ;:and fo it well befits Marriage; for 

Soglcas | B 3 | why ? 
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riage, 
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why? Its precious in the nature ef it. A Prince is a pre- 
cious peeccin Hm 5 women worth a n—_ of -— 
the people to David) without any other re z he 
or Zell he of his Subj xAy an objet of catnralt eonedis 
tation anF efteeme. The light of the Sunne (thengh confi- 
dered apart fromthe uſe) a pearle, gold, skill and cunning 
in Arts, have a peculiar ſplendour, grace and noblenefle of 
nature in them, and doe eminently exceede other thi» gs. So 
marriage in the nature of it (although never ſo much ſtained 
with the unjuſt aſperſions of Popery, and their compariſons 
with virginity) is a precious ordinance in her nature. How 
men by their ſinne make it; is not the (queſtion (for a crown 
maybe caſt into the dirt) but how its. T ſpeake 'not now, 
how generall conſent and'opinion hath ſetled it in worth, 
graced it with priviledges, diſgra ced ſingle life (which yet 
I approve not) and granted immunities to marriage farre 
above it, both-in watre and'peace (as the Romans law of 
the claime of three Sonnes thewes) but 1- fpeake of Gods 
owne inſtitution of it; forthats onely honour which a King 
gives, who himlelfe deviſed itz yea, and that not asa reliefe 
of man fallen, but an addition of petfeQion to his creation, 
before ever fin entred-: for the order” of it, after all other 
creatures were made to entertaine and grace theirLord and 
Lady, yea, the guard of heaven'to uſher them into Paradiſe; 
even the Father, Sonne and holy Ghoſt, conſenting to pro- 
pagate man created, and not ceaſing to create, till the 
woman was created : more eſpecially, the Lord Iefus him- 
ſelfe (when he needed it not) yet would grace it, by being 
the Sonne of a married Virgin, and chooſing to be Joſephs 
reputed Sonne : not to ſpeake of that honour he caſt upon 
it, when he did yeeclde to doe his firſt divine Miracle at a 
Marriage. Now that which a God of purenefle ordaines by 
a perpetualldecree of pureneſle, in an eſtate of pureneſle, 
how can it chooſe bur have an ingraven charaRer and for- 
mall nature of preciouſneile and honour in it ? This for 
the ſecond. 
The third reſpe& is yet more for the honour of it, We fa 
i beares pricke and price, WhiCh containes ſweet and good, 
price 
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re.ofa pearle, would make it precious of it ſclfe, though it 
had no vertue ar quality for uſe in it. Martiage:then 5s alſo 
honourable for the uſe of ir. If the Sunne be excellent for 
her pureneſſe, what is it then for his influence and life, the 
very heat and vegetation ofthe Creatures ? what ſhould the 
world be, ſave a dungeon without .it? And! what were 1t 
Lut an emptineſſe and vanity without the ufefulneſle of mar- 
riage ? Iflight be ſo precious for the pureneſle of it, what 
is 1t for the utcfull direion of it to doe the world of worke 
which it daily affordeth ?- If a Prince be: ſo honourable for 
his Se ans what is he for the uſe, 'to be a Father to his 
Pcople, to rule them with all godlineſſe and honefty,to feed 
them 1n Jacob and Iiracl? uſfctulneſfle is the varniſh and lu- 
{tre of honour, grounding and eſtabliſhing it, as colours ſet 
inoyle. Now then whatis equall to marriage, for the be- 
ing or wellbeing of life,? I (ay, the being, ornament or de- 
fence of it. Its the prap-of mutuall content, the aid of na- 
ture, the perfection of health, wealth, beauty, learning, ho- 
nour and experience, youth, manhood, old age, whereof 
none is {weet,, where marriage ſupplies not the lacke. It 
ſerveth not on2ly for the neceflity of generation/(for- how 
can there be warmth to one, but if two dye together, they have 
warmth ? ) but for the reliete of ſuch as are paſt it, looking 
atthe ſafeguard of the ſtocke, and combort of life ? Marri- 
age is the Preſervative of Chastity, the Seminary of the Com- 
10n-wealth, ſeed-plot of the Church, pillar (under God) of the 
world, r:ght-hana of providence, ſupporter of lawes, ſtates, orders, 

offices, gifts and ſervices: the glory of peace, the ſinewes of warre, 

the maintenance of policy, the life of the dead, the ſolace of the li- 

ving,the ambition of virginity ahe foundation of Countries, Cities, 

V #iverſities, ſucceſſion of Families, Crawnes and Kingdomes ; yea 

(beſides the being of theſe) its che welbeing of them being made, 

and whatſoever 1s excellent in them, or any other thing, 

the very furniture of heaven (in a kinde) depending there- 

upon, 


hos The fourth 
Fourthly, its alſo honourable for the folemne ſacredneſſe nintaſto- 


-» * nour,v'x. the 
CLV1ll Cacredacfic. 


of it ; I meane not hereby ſpiritualneſſe ; for I know its a 


Price and uſe in one. For, why ? The very pleaſing pure has 
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civilt oxainance ; and; although'torthe better witneſle, our 
Marriages are finſlkt in-Churches, yer mairiage Mopar 
no' Sacrament. ButT'meane, that ied generally hath plan- 
ted a reverend eſteeme of it in man, and put a deepe awe of 
itinto our mindes (as all thoſe Lawes doe teſtifie, which 
have fo ſtrialy maintained the repute of it :/) but eſpecial- 
ly, that divine ſanion by which pure marriage is blefled : 
and all that dare defile and diſhonour/ it; the Lord threatens 
todiſhonour and deſtroy them. Him who defiles the Tem- 
ple of God, by the pollution of this ordinanee, God will al- 
{o deſtroy. The annointing of a King,though it be not pro- 
perly a divine ſpiritualLa&, yet its ſacred, and che Conſeera- 
tion ef him, an act of ſolemne and high reverence, moſt re- 
ligiouſly obliging the Subje& to all due ſervice, as to his 
liege Lord, for conſcience ſake. Toxch not mine Annointed, 
(faith God),and do my Prophets no harme : and therfore David 
trembling at 46i/2as his bloedy motion to kill Sax, (though 
a tyrant) ſaith, God forbid ſhould lay mine hand upon the Lords 
annointed, viz. leſt God ſhould lay his hand upon him with 
vengeance. Evenſo facreda thing is this Marriage : not in 
the jealouſic onely of revenging man (whoſe heart cannot 
be pacified-with gifts, in caſe of fuch vioJation which ar- 
gues a ſacred depth of thoughts upon ſuch an injuſtice,) nor 
oncly in the puniſhments inflited by humane lawes there- 
upon ({ome whereof make the wronged party his owne ju- 
ry, judge, and executioner:) But ef{pecially the juſt hand 
of the God of marriage, going out againſt all offenders in 
this kinde, againſt chattity (which ſhould be kept 1n this ſa- 
cred Cabinet) and not onely againſt the party offending 
himſelfe,but alſo his name and poſterity. As the text it ſelfe 
addes, and we ſhall proſecute 1n the end of this Diſcourſe ; 
But, whoremoneets and adulterers God will juage Sum up there- 
fore all theſe reſpedts in one, and conclude, if marriage be 
ſo ſolemne and precious in her parts, nature, uſe,and ſacred- 
neſſe, then doubtleſle it is true both in the nature and uſe of 
it, That farriage i hononrable, and the bed is wndefiled. So 
much for the operung of this firſt point, I come now to 
the Vic. | GS 
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- Firſt then, is marriage ſo honourable ? Woe then and tet-'7/+ x. 
rourito all ſich, as directly or indirealy, by doQrine or pra- Tcrrour to the 
Rice, apenly or ſecret, by thought, word or deed, dare vio-»:fh>noucers 
late marriage; whatſoever they are, Epicures, Papiſts,Prote- | 
ſtants, unmarried mean or married, do deface marriage,cither 
really or occafienally,caſting their dungupon it,they are all 
guilty. Finſt,herelet al Papiſts,Teſuites, Pricſts or others, with — 7. 

4ll their fomenters and adherents, tremble and be aſhamed, | Ag21nt Pa- 
who have dared ſo many times to diſhonour marriage, and ?'** 
ſo many wayes to defile it. Their Clergy, forſooth, are all 
cut off at one blow from it, yea, though it be a Sacrament. 
How, juſt 1s it, that ſuch ſhould be left tothe ſpirit of giddi-. 
neſle, that they ould with the ſame mouth' be compelled 
to.magnifie that with moſt holineſſe, which yet they debar 
_ their moſt holy order of Prieſthood from ? or rather ſecretly 
confefle, what a polluted order it is, which diſdaineth the 
uſe of that, which (though erroniouſly) they call a Sacra- 
ment ? The ſtate ot marriage is with theſe impure ones, an 
eſtate of ſuch as live in the fleſh. Better were it (faith their 
Champs Bellarmine,)for a Prieſt to defile himſelf with ma- ping nvve 
ny harlots, then to be married te one wife. When the trum» perſonall Sa 
pet gives ſo certam analarme and ſound ofdefiance to mar- craments, 
r1age, who ſhould dare venture upon it ? Theſe children of 
the purple whore, ſ{corne that their great revenues ſhould 
ſerve to maintaine the honourable off-ſpring of marriage ; 
therefore God leaves them to be more filthy, and to let ſach 
a filthy off-ſpring maintaine none, fave the Children of for- 
nication. Marriage was honourable in the Church, not a- 
mong Lay-men onely, but (in the old Teſtament) with the 
high Prieſt, and all his Tribe (which yet were typicall of 
the purenedle of Chriſt himſelte) and Aoſes him(elfe, a man 
who was converſant with God, and ſpake to him face to 
face, was married : after Chriſt, with the Apoſtles them- 
{clves, notwithſtanding their travels,Saint Peter their grand 
Patron (1nd Pax had the fame power) with the Evange- 
lifts, and many religious Biihops and Overſeers of Chritts 
flackc, from their times to many generations following. Till 
the myſtery of iniquity, which long before þad bin laid as 
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levers, and -begants woerke, was growne at length to ope 's 


.DoRtrine of Divels, in rejeRting of marriage, and praftiee 


of Divels, in playing the Sodomites and whoremongers; for' 
generally this taint hath run through them all (if Hiſtories. 
may be belecycd) from the head to the foot. And although 
I deny not, but many votaries among them, abſtaine from 
uneleanneſſe,ſome more,fome lefle ; yet their Doctrine frets 
like a Canker, to defile and diſhonour this: honourable Qr- 
dinance. Away ye hypocrites, and vaniſh at the light and 
laſtre of thus truth” ! your workes in ſecret are fach, that - 
it is a ſhame onely to name them, the Sunne bluſhing at 
them : your Cloyſters of both ſexes, vaults, privies,fiſhponds, . 
and the ike, have witneſſed ſufficiently (by the confeſſion 
and fanion of a great Pope and Proftor of your owne) - 
what hel;ſh abominations doe ſwarm ugder the ſhroud and. 
vaile of yourdetiance of Marriage. 

- Hew juſtly hath the Lord (by giving over ſuch, both to 
ſinnes uanaturall and unlawfull)diſabled them of credit and 
ability, to diſhonour that which they to abhor ? ſo that their 
words againſt marriage, which they nickname, a living 1n 
the fleſh, are no flander to it. For as the Proverbe faith, C'/o- 
dixs accuſes whoremaſters, and Cariline Cethegas, to be a 
traitor. This erzour of theirs, never paſt without contradi- 
ion, from firſt to laſt inthe Chirch, notwithſtanding their 
violence have brought it to this. As Saint Pax/ of thoſe 
lewes, foI of theſe, God they oppoſed, and man they diſre- 
garded ; hatcfull and hatedofall men. God hath ſaid, Ir is 
20t good for n;ax #0 be alone, for ſnares ſake. They fay, its not 
goed to be married, forDevotions ſake;abuſing that Text, 7s 
wot good-for a man to touch awoman. As Anitin {aid betwintDe- 
ets and -himfelfe, Whether of the two belecve you ?{o ſay 
I. between God andthefe. And,man they controll ; for here 
the text cals marriage honoxurabls [" among ail ] poore and 


. rich, fimple, learned, noble, baſe, miniſter, peovle; all men. 


What then are thefe ? men, or beaſts in their likeneſſe, with” 
womens faces, lions qualities, or rather Divels in the fleſh. 
That which they: raiſe up as high as a Sacrament among 
men, they beat down and anathematize to hellamong _ 
elves. 
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ſelves. But I leave them to the diſcovery of their owe 
ſc& lometimes, Luther and others, who upon the expeti- 
ence of them, loathedthem ; and therefore(though at their 
parting Satan fomed and raged)even 6ut of horronr of con- 
{cience, departed from then. No wonder ; for who could 
endure the ſociety of ſuch theeves, as have robbed the earth 
of men, men of honelty, and heaven of Saints, as a learned 
man ſpeakes. | 


As for their deifying of virginity above marriage (which Popih nisgo 
partly they colour over with Saint ſferoms prepoſterous zeale "At ying of vir- 
againſt Vigilantine ) let me anſwer with that wiſe towne= 5'7'Y confu- 


lerke of Epheſus, ſpeaking tothe tumultuous people, Who 59 on 9.35. 


knoweth not that virginity 1s precious ? But grant it be (6. 
What ? can it not be praiſed without the diſgrace of marri- 
age? Is the eye of the one evill, becauſe the other is good ? 
Can no oblation pacifie the one,but the honour of the other 
depraved,' and x factrifice' of the heads of married men? 
doth ſhe not curdowne the bovwe ſhe ſtands on, yea breake 
her owne necke, in deſtroying marriage ? Tobe ſure,none 
are ſo unfit to commend or defend her, as they who confute 
marriageby the ſame uncleagneſſe whereby they defile vir- 
ginity. Virgins, I confefle, have their honour, yea, thoſe 
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Emuches who have made themſelves ſpiritually fo for the Mr.19.12, 


kingdome of God, are praiſeworthy. And, as that Demoni- 


acke ſaid, Teſs we know, and Pant we know, but who arc ye? So Ats 19.15. 


we, marriage and true virginity we admire, but as for you, 
what, or whence are yee ? Tf you ſpeake a good word for 
it, it were meet (as they at Athens were wont in the Senate 
to de )to take it out of your unvirgin-like unſeemly monthes, 
and put it into the month of honeſter perſons. Praife ftinkes 
in the mouthes ofſach as doe reproach more by deeds, then 
their mouthes Caf commend. As the Poet once faid of the 
cold Poetry of them'who commended faſting with tticir 
bellies full : ſo may I ſay of you, who praiſe virginity, your 
{clves having bodies debauched with uncleanneffe ; your 
breathis not ſweer enough forthis werke, nor your words 
ſtrong enough, tomake you beleeved.' None but Oratours 
can praiſe cloquenee, nor any, on chafte virgins, = © 

| 2 ife 2 


wana" i 4, 1 


: ns. ks - 
oO I No ONT 


ER ON CEC _— Feb rams Org A 


 — 


— 4 _- tes ee. ee ES —_—— — 
— —————— ———— —— — — —— _—— — _—— —— 


ew —_—_—_—_——_—_—__ Dn. 


— cc © tt ce ee A REES 


' I2 


Matrimonial Honow : or, 


ce 


2;.Branck of 


life, whether. married or unmarried. One once. faid. of the 
great Turkes horſe, that no grafſe grew after where he had 
once trod ; ſo, neither did ever virginity thrive upon your 
raiſes. As Locufts cat up all before them, ſo doth your un- 
bridled luſt ; and the more, by how much its vailed with 
the vow of that Chaſtity, which becomes the greateſt ſnare 
of uncleanneſſe, to them that make it. Thus much for the 
firſt branch. ; 
But to leave theſe, I would alſo apply: ttiis truth to-a ſe-- 


rerrour:aganſt cond fort of men, for their diſhonouring of marriage. Suck 
all prophaners ] meane, as doe (though not by. Popiſh,.yet) by their un- 


of rgarri7ge. 


1:Sam.,2. 23, 


cleane lives and praftice, defloure and diſgrace this Ordi- 
nance. The moſt reall and chiefe offenders in this kinds, 
Who by their manners doe r ot onely impute, but infuſe (in 
a ſort) a blot and ſhame into marriage, cauſing. it to ſtinke 
by their finne, which God hath honoured and bleſſed. And 
theſe are the {uccefſours of Hophni and Phinees, whoſe open 
and ſkameleſſe pollutions. by whoredome and adultery;toth 
corruprit. Acourlſe in theſe dayes fo. common, that nat 
onely among the viler ſort its thought nothing (for there 
be of the ignorant and baſer ſort of. people who are free 
from it) but even of them of the better faſhion alſo (where 
ace rules net) of whomin the end of this Treatiſe I ſhall 
{ſpeake more. But beſides theſe, how doe the lives: of ſuch 
as live in this cſtate of marriage cauſe.men to vow the gra- 
{eſt uncleanneſſe, rather then they would be ſo married ? As 
once an Heathen ſaid, If this be the praQtice of Chriſtians. 
to cat their God, and to kjll their King, let my ſoule be with 
the Philoſophers. So ſay 1,the tafe curſed life. of many pro- 
fefſours, who brawle, ſcold, fight,and live at defiance with 
each otker,cauſes many ungodly ones to prefer a ſingle life, 
though beſmeared with all forts of luſts contemplative, prg- 
Rical,natural,unnaturah, with wives,harlets,or as they can, 
rather then to marry ! that is to ſay,Let my ſoule be with the 
adulterers. I ſay to ſuch married perions, ſtumbling-blocks 
and eye-ſores; perhaps you may be guiltlefſe of this ſin your 
ſclves;but verily,many by your occafjon,are as deeply temp- 
ted to uncleannes,as others are by the emtiſements af bawds 
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and companions of harlots. Well,as odious as you are,yct is 
Marriage hononrabl: in her ſelfe : you doe as much as in you 
lyeth (and ſhall anſwer for it, as well as if it were in your 
power) to dehile it;but yet you cannot dehle that which od 
hath enftamped with honour. | 
To ſee fome married couples, how they bring up their 
brats to all filthineſſe of manners : to ſee Lhabs and Jexabels , x; 11 15" 
both combining together in villany : to ſee the wefull con- : 
fuſion of bad wives with good husbands, or them with as 
bad wives, drawing in a moſt uncquall yoake : Naba/s and 28. 
Abigails, Moſes and Zippora's ; would it not cauſe men to ms -— _ 
ſtop their noſes at the ftinch of marriage ? Should this be :,;. a", & 
if men kept the honour of marriage unſtained? If they were tone couples. 
jealous to ſuffer any eye to beho!d their unſeemelinefle, leaſt Erod. 4.25. 
marriage ſhould be diſhoneured ? To ſee the ſeparation of 
\uch in the Countrey of all ſorts,as depart from their yoake- 
- fellowes, abandoning eachother ty Law,or lawlefle divor- 
ces, from bed, board, and affetion (I meane by wiltull ſe- 
parating themſclves), would it not cawſe men to irke marri- 
age? Tobehold varlets and monſters open!y, and in the 
face, and defiance of Courts and Lawes, without penance | 
or due purſuit and puniſhment, todoe as Zimri and Cozti >m-25.6.14 
did (though with contrary ſucceſſe) to bring their whores 
and the baſtards they have begotten by thein, not onely 1n- 
to their houſes and under their wives noſes, but to liy thein 
in their beds, to force them to afford thein ike nurcery and 
equall tearmes with their owne : wonld jt not make Hea- 
thens themſelves to ſpac us ont ? To lee great men to relin- 
quiſh and caſt up their chaſte and wel-deſerving Ladics; 
(whom they at firſt loved and fought with the greateſt am- 
bition) and to give themſelves to vagrant and: libi{inous 
courſes; would it not fray men from marriage, and lay as 
they did, If the caſe ſtand fo,-it is not good ito marry ? To 
conclude, to ſee but the baſe Mart that isnow made of ma-- 
riages, how men looke onely at the prize and the belt game; 
how they may take in, or put off their children, in and at the 
beſt vantage (as cattle in a market) for wealth and portion, 
be. they never. ſo debaucht, .drunkards, or lizht. hufwives;; 
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woald itnot provoke men to vomit ſuch marriages ? A wor- 
thy wite cannot be ſufficiently prized, a man cannot tell 
what to aske for ſuch a pearle ; and a bad one deſerves no 
price ,being the worlt of wates : the one is above this line, - 
the 0:heris under it, neither ought to be bought and fold : 1 
ſay, thee, and other the like abules,as the * 9 0g jealon- 
ſics betweene ſome couples (not the worſt perſons, yet bad 
in marriage) their ſiniſter conceits, melancholike diſtem- 
pers, how doe they make this commodity of martiage, yea 


and a better too, even religion it felfe ( which too many 


ſuch profeſle ) to be badly ſpoken of: But in the meane 
tume, by thcte rents and diſorders the innocent Ordi- 
nance heares ill ; as if, by her default, ſuch evils were com- 
mitted. 

I proceed to aſecond uſe of Admonition ; and that is, to 
all ſuch as ſhall apon triall inde out their errors, or ee can 
prove their endeavour to preſerve this honour of - marriage 
entire and unſtained. Sundry are the feares and pfiefes I 
know of the weake (though religious couples) when they 
looke backe to their beginnings : ſome to conſider how 
rawly they entred into this condition at firſt, and ſince ha- 
ving found God to be more gracions,fo reclaim them home, 
or the husband and wife that before was averſe : yet when 
they alſo think, how unthankefully they have required 
God for it, waxing light, wanton, worldly and looſe ; they 
cannot chuſc, but they mult be in bitterneſle for jt. Others, 
although they have entred into this eſtate with wwmth zeale, 
reſolution, and conſent of heart, to honotir God to their ut- 
termoſt jn1t : yet alas, when they come to wetgh ſeriouſly 
how many dayes, moneths and yeeres are come over their 
heads na moſt unproficable fort; gray haires being tpon 
them, without any impreſſionof fruit,and growth in good; 
able to {ay little tor themſelves, either for religion, walking 
betweene themſclves, praying for and with each other, 
Joynt care in education of their children; yea,that they have 
bumored each other in their baſe corruptions, beltred each 


other in worldlinefle (which hath eaten up their ſtocke) 


not ſuffered grace to revive but to d;cay; ferving their 
p turnes 
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turnes cach of other, onely for common and vaniſhing ends 
of their owne : ſpent Sabbaths carnally,and little yay rr 
inthem for Gods cauſe, fruitleſſe in hearing, and Family du- 
ties: oh! much caule of griefe maſt needs be to ſuch. Be 
therefore admoniſhed, ſlezght not the care of maintaining 
ef Religion in your marriage, with all ſolicitous caretul- 
nefle, ſhunning that which might weaken ir,the honour and 
comfort obit- Crownes of honour are tickle things; and 
looke whatſoever it be that hath much honour put upon ir, 
hath withall much care, anxiety and burden annexed. Be- 
ware then : ſcum not off the fat and fweet of the honor and 
content of marriage ; but as for the burden and ſervice of it, 
to ſeeke God, to worſhip him joyntly, to {hun all occaſions 
of eaſe, Carnal] occaſiens of jollity, unchaite company, you 
are loath to take the paines : ſurcly, you thall finde art laſt 
that repentance will be the beſt fruit of ſuch {leghtnefle : it 
is ſtrange how little this is beleeved at firit, till experience 


have taught it : but men thinke marriage to ve a buckler to \ſwrizge no 


fence off all blowes : folong as they love one ancther (as 
they thanke Gold, that they doe heartily, though with a rot- 
ten love) that will hold them in, as the corner-ftone doth 
the ſides of an houſe. Others take marriage to be an eſtate 
of looſe liberty, to live as they liſt,and therefore obterve no 
caution, nor feare any danger , till at laſt they bewaile their 
folly, when they ſee how by their raſh wnprovidence, they 
have bronght a ſnare of poverty upon themſelves: others, 
' an balit of pleaſures and expence, till, both cime;thritt, and 
heart be all loſt and paſt recall. 

Others there are, who by their froward, .peeviſh carri- 
age have provoked each others to wearmefle, impatience 
and difcontent : others, have drowned themſelves in iuſt, 
andled eachothers by baſe example to follow them; and 
inſtead of complainers of each others, to be as deep in and 
overſhooes therein as the other, thereby heaping diſeaſes 
and needlefſe ſorrow upon their heads... Ard whereas for 
lacke of mature regard and prevention, they have pierced 
through themſelves wich the fruit of their finne ; then they 
cry ou. tou late, wiſhing they had bin wiſer to keepe this 
Crowne 
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crowneentire from ftaine and diſhoneur ! Kings and Em- 
perours have fo fleighted the due care of theircrownes,that' 
they have brought ruine and miſery upon themſelves, by 
running into excefle of contempt : as in the exzmple of 
Rehiibaam wee ſee. But when as for their leoſe- exorbi- 
tant wayes, they have come to ſee thoſe fad effefts which 
followed, they have watht their crownes againe,upon con- 
ditionof improving their honour wich ten thnes more tem-' 
perance and wiſedome. How much more then have mar- 
ried perſons cauſe to abhor their careleſneſle in this kinde, 
and to binde fare, if they looke to finde ſure ; that is,to pro 
12 the hoaour of this ordinance, if they will enjoy the qui- 
et fruit of righteouſneſle, by their goed behaviour. If a Mi- 
nifter or M:igiſtrate having more honour put upon them 1n 
their places then others, ſhould carry themſelves the more 
a:{41jtully, and beare themſelves fo upon their places, that 
they care for no man, nor baulke any bad courſes, doe they 
looxe their honour ſhould beare them out ? ſhauld not God 
ſay to them, Thoſe who honour me, } will howonr ; but ſuch as 
reproach me, I will make vile ? It private perſons excelling 
o:hers in gifts, ſhall not attend to humility and fear of them-' 
{clves, [hall not their glory end in their ſhame, their gifts in 
barrennee, and their profeilion in revol:? Even fo 1s it 
here ; ſuch as Care not, regard not their demeanour in mar- 
riage , both to God, themſelves, and their families, by ' 
ſhunning of<nces, jealowies, lofſe or alienation of affeRt- 
ons; tur thinke it will alway be hony-moone, and a merry 
world with them, 1s it not juſt, that their unſeaſonable ru» 
ines ſhould teach them repentance too late? Therefore 
Ict all married oncs be warned hereby, to be ſober, 
heedfull, adviſed, moderate in their affeRions, loves, 
and liberties; rather walking- on this ſide the brinke, 
then o:herwile : alway fearing a change, and ſaying, What 
if my follics breed jn my wife (by Gods fecret vengeance) 
a loatbing of me ? a fire of contention in my bellow ? a 
continnall dropping nwon my head,my content at home,my 
repute abroad? God keepe ine within ſuch bounds of marri- 
ageas 1 firſt vowed to keepe at my entrance. Thus much for 
the Admontyon, Next, 
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| Next,! proceed to comfort all ſuch godly Co have Comfon en 
this Ordj- good couples, 


haboured toenhanſe and uphold the honour © 
nance. Try your {clves then ; no doubt you ſhall meet with 
uncomfortable thoughts, for your manifold failings: and no 
doubt you thinke few religious mariages fo ill managed, and 
(o poorcly carried as your owne ! the many breactes and 
flawcs of your marriages, do cauſe you to maurne and com- 
plaine, ſaying, If indeed I hadſo inured and acquainted my 
ſelfe and my wife to prayer and cloſe worſhipping of God ; 
if I had wiſdome and underſtanding enough to be Gods 
voyceto my wife to guide her : if I had abſtained from the 
ſnares and occaſions laid in my way by Satan to overthrew 
me and my peace ; had I preſerved both body and ſoule in 
that chaſtity and honour that was meet, nouriſhing love and 
amity, abhorring all occaſions to the contrary, I might be- 
hold the face of God with comfort | but now my burden is 
encreaſed by my erroars in marriage, vz. that with a ſlight, 
heedlefle and regardlefle heart, I have carried my felfe 1n a 
 buſineſle of ſuch conſequence ; upon which the well or ill 
fare ef my life dependeth. Well, there is no doubt, but, as 
in all other,ſo in this part of the wheele of our converſation, 
to wit, of inarriage ; we all finne many wayes, and our er- 
rours are infinite. But now,(ift thy ſelfe more narrowly,and 
leaving thy faults, examine thy ſelfe jn intentions, in allthe 
wandrings and ſwervings of thy courſe. Canſt thou fa 
as in all other, ſo in this part of thy courſe, thou haſt ſought 
better to be informed, what that good and accepted will of 


God is? and accordingly, with ſimplicity of heart haſt quit Rum 12. 2. 


thy ſelfe to thy companion, not for thine owne baſe ends 
and eaſe , bt that marriage might have her honour preſer- 
ved, offences might be prevented, God worſhipped within, 
and honoured without doores ; a peaceable life in all god- 
linefle and honeſty preſerved? I aske not whether there 
have bin ſtaggerings, wearineſle of the yoake, and deſire 
after more liberties, (for who is there that ſinneth not ? as 
Salomon \ajd,) but, I aske this; Haſt thou denied thy ſelfe, 
and curbed thy baſe heart, to ſteope to God in drawing this 
yoake ; not ſought thy caſe, — ks content, letting the ho- 
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nour of God to ſinke or ſwim? Haſt thou humbly bowed 
thy neck and ſtooped to the ordinance,acknowledging how 
much its changed fromthe firſt Creation, and by ſinne filled 
with ſundry ſorrowes, diſtempers and bitter-ſweets, hardly 
to be avoy ded ? I ſay, haſt thou under all theſe, abaſed thy 
ſelfe before the Lord, craved pardon of thy ſtout heart and 
proud ſtomacke, leth to yeeld, and thine impotency of th 
paſſions, deſiring to teſtifie thy obedience in bearing theſe 
annoyances,as jultly inflicted for finne ? Haſt thou acknow- 
ledged the Lord moſt wiſe, in ſo ordering the matter for 
thee, that becauſe thy heart is haughty and inſolent,therfore 
he hath tamed thee by this bridle ; and hath by it exerciſed 
thy faith and patience, and brought thee to the bent of his 
bowe? fo that for the avoyding of farre worſe ſnares, and 
for the comforts and liberties accruing by marriage, thou 
canſt willingly yeecld obedience to the rules and duties ther- 
of, not dividing burdens from priviledges ? and thou canſt 
corre all thy licentiouſneſſe in ſeeking fleſhly content one» 
ly in marriage? Surely, if in ſome comfortable fort theu 
canſt ſpeake thus in the cares of God, begging a pardon of 
all wants, and a releaſe of all deſerved penalties; then I {ay 
(according to infirmity) thou haſt ſought the honour of mar- 
riage ; andto prevent the jult ſtaine and aſperſions thereof 
by thy watchfulneſle;yea,thou haſt ſought the honour of the 
ordainer therof,for thy ſingular comfort, which thou mightſt 
11] have wanted. 
Application What remaines therefore, but that I comfort thee from 
of-the comfort God, and encourage thee by his promiſe, not onely againſt 
the feare of thy diſhonouring God, but alſo tawards a more 
hearty endeavour to honour him further ? Surely, thou haſt 
necde ofno lefſe. Thy journey is long,thy obedjence ditti- 
calt ! its not for a day or a moneth, but for lite ; its not for a 
ſodering up of breaches for a while, to breake out fo much 
M:rriage is no the worle after : its no worke of an outſide, to ſet a good 
looſe ror idle, face upon the matter abroad, nouriſhing ſtill the diſeaſe 
way of ſervice. within ; God is no: mocked,and finnes in this kinde are like 
oyle inthe hand, which cannot be hid. But this obedience 
1s a perpetual), yet aningenuous, humble and holy fubjeRi- 
on 
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on to the will of the ſubje&er; who by it cryes men, and 
ſhewes thein all whichis in the heart : ſo that, I dare fay, 
a true obedient in marriage, is a good ſervant in all. There- : 
fore,as thou needeſt encouragement from God(as who doth Encouraze- 
not in difticult duties) ſo, take it into thy boſome as thine ment toreligi- 
owne, chew upon it and digeſt it : its the Lords will that 9s coupler. 
thou ſhouldeſt; I ſay unto thee, that as the Lord hath put ho- 
nour upon this ordinance, ſo thou haſt ſought to maintaine 
it, and who ſo honours God, ſhall be honoured of God. 
God can and willturne all the impediments and incumbran- 
ces of this eſtate into bleſſings : thou ſhalt finde this eſtate 
made honourable to thee ; thy ſelfe ſhalt finde acceptance 
with God in all thy ſuits; ſuccefle in enterpriſes,honour and 
eſteem among his people : he ſhall crowae thee with old 
age, and $00 {report in the way of righteonſneſſe. Thy wife 
ſhall be a bleſling, no ſnare ; thy liberties ſhall be pure unto 
thee, and thon ſhalt viſit thine habitation without ſinne, as 
Tob ſpeaks ; thou ſhalt drinke of the floods of milke, and but- Job 5.24. 
ter and honey. Thy children ſball honour thee in the gate ; J»b 20.17. 
and ſhall be thy crowne inthy age ; they (hall ſtand about OE 
thy table as ohve plants; yea,although any of them ſhould ——_ 
prove irregular, yet that ſhould not condemne thine inno- 
cency. Ina word, God ſhall bring upon thee all the bleſ- 
ſings promiſed to ſuch as honour his ordinange, even to love 
thine, for many generations. His word ſhall not be taken eciy 59.25, 
from thee and them for ever : he will continue thee a name Ezra 8 g. 
upon earth, and a naile in his temple, and peace npon Pl. 28.6, 
Hrael. | 
Nay,I adde,that thy very obedience alone in it ſelf ſhal be 1... 

a bleſſing unto hen. Dull thon preſerve thy body in holines wr % 
* and honor ? thou ſhalt avoid hereby thoſe infinite woes and couples, 
miſeries, which befall the unchaſte, as poverty,baſeneſle,a 
rotten body,a werſe ſoule,a ruined eſtate,bothin this world 
and in the world to come. Doſt thou nourtſh love and ami- 
ty betweene thy ſelfe and thy wife, that ſo the peace of 
God thereby may the better rule thy heart and minde ? Loe, 
how infinite many garboiles and miferies thou avoydeſt of 
wrath, -debate, envie, raylings, quarrclings and diſcon- 
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Married cou- 


tents, which bad marriage cauſeth. But canſt thou ſay, 
that beſides theſe ordinary duties of the married eſtate, 


ples muſt ſerye thou and thy wife have alſo cloſed with God in the ſpe- 


God 1intheir 
time. 

2 Sam. 1g, 24. 
Amos 6.6, 


Toel 2.16. 


Eſay 26.20, 


Luk? 5.34. 
Zach,12.17. 


Dſal.137.5. 


Eſay 4.ult, 


Revcl.3. 


Pſ1l.3 2:6. 


Tſai 26.3. 


Mac. 2}, 
Eſay 30.21. 


Pſal.g1.7, 


ciall ſervice of the time, and ( with good FYriah and Me- 
phiboſheth ) moderately uſed the comforts of this life, ( du- 
ring the ſorrowes of the Church) and bin marricd, as if not ; 
remembring the afflitions of Ioſeph, making them the due 
and daily matter of thine Humiliations and Requeſts before 
God? haſt thou oft, with Jvel's Bridegroome and Bride, 
come out of thy feafting Chamber, to hide thine head in thy 
faſting chamber ( as our Saviour tels us, when the Bride- 
groom: ſhall be taken away, they ſhall mourne in thoſe 
dayes,) the husband apart, and the wife apart, for ſince 
rity, or both together for fervency ? Or with the Pſalmiſt, 
Doſt thou defire thy tongue cleave to the roofe of thy 
mouth, except the joy of 1ersſalem be above all thy joy , 
even marriage Joy it ſelfe ( which yet is allowed to be 
reat.) Surely then, I ſay, thou haſt honoured marriage in- 
eed, and as thy ſhare 1n the duty hath bin greater, ſo ſhall 
it be in the bleſſing : The Lord ſhall give thee an hidin 
place in the day of evill, and becauſe thou haſt kept the 0. 
of his patience, 1n bad times, hee ſhall alſo deliver thee in 
that houre of temptation, which ſhall come for a triall ,up- 
on all fleſh. Hee ſhall uphold thee in fix troubles, and the 
ſeventi ſhall not come neere thee ; The floods of great 
waters, With all thoſe plagues which God hath denoun- 
ced againſt theſe, ſhall noc come neere thee. Be cheere- 
full in the Lord therefore, and till, thou and thy wife , 
cleave and cling to him; deny your owne wils and car- 
nall reaſon,. and truſt to his eternall ſtrength ; buckle with 
the worke of God faithfully, and walke in his ordinance 
humoly , tjll kee come; and then he ſhall bring healing in 
his wings at laſt ; and in the meane time, hee ſhall cauſe 
a voyce to ſound behinde, ſaying, This i the way , walke 
in it : Hee ſhall order your pathes, reſolve your doubts, 
prevent dangers, and fo preſerve the ſoules of his Saints , 
that thouſands ſhall fall at his right hand, and ten thou- 
ſands at your left, you going ſafe in the middeſt , mw 
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fo be brought ſafe and well through all extremities at 
laſt. So much for Comfort, and for this fult Chapter, : 


Co's. 


More full explication in what the honour of marriage cou- 
fiſts ( being the ground of the Treatiſe enſuing) viz. 
entrance and continuance. Entrapce firfl,in mar- 
2ying inthe Lord, handled. 


BYT becauſe there be many more Vies to be made of 
this point, ere I come to them, I deſire further to: open 
this truth, and in particular to ſhew what the honour of this 
marriage is, and in how many things it cenfiſts. Henoura- 
ble we ſee it is, by that which hath bin ſaid ; but the queſti- Luef. How 
on is, How married couples may attaine this honour ? To- »y married 
which I anſwer, by two maine duties : Firſt, procure it : _—_— bmx ng 
Secondly, preſerve it. Procure it firſt, by laying the foun- 
dation oft in henour ; for as the root 15s;ſo will the branches An{w. By two 
be, either honourable or reproachfull : ſeeke therefore to M185 ; beſt, 
enter into-that eſtate Aetna to God and his rules. And , 7 good — 
then ſecondly, having entred wellinto it,manage it well al- j, pn oninet 
ſo, nouriſh the honour of it carefwlly and warily, for its no n 

whit lefle vertue to keepe well, then to ſeeke aright; and 

my 6egin with great ſhew of honour, who yet end in 

ame. 

Touching the former of theſe, there js a double rule of Ty, g,mer 
the word ; firſt, to marry in the Lord : ſecondly, to marry pe :to marry 
aptly in the Lord. This is the groand of an honourable mar- inthe Lor. 
riage, when as thou art content to be taught by him who 
firft put honour upon it, to maintaine it. For the former, to = | 
marry 1n the Lord, is to uſe our uttermoſt diſcreet diligence, mga 
to ſceke out ſuch companions, as (in charity and likelihood) eſſe and 

| —_ © ITE apeneſſſe, 
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To marry in 
the Lerd, 
what ? 

2 Cor.5.20. 


Marks of it. 
I Sam.25. 


The firſt fizhe 
of unwor:hi- 
nefle of this 
favour, 


'The ſecond: 
they {ce 1 re- 
conciliation, 


Juig.19. 3. 
Jer. 3.'. 


The third ; 


are either already eſponzed to the Lord Teſus, their husband 
by faith ; and'in token thereof,fit eloſe to him in'obedfence; 
or an endeavourer thereto ; that is, ſuch as are in a faire and 
hopefull way of incli.:ing to it. Theſe two (I confefſe) dif- 
fer ; but beware leſt thou — any marriage, in which 
neither of theſe can be perceived. To open my ſelfe a lit- 
tle; they, that are indeed actually married to Chriſt, have 
bin truely drawne to him by his Zlezer”*s and ſpokeſmen, by 
whoſe embaſſage God hath treated with them, about this 
ſpirituall union, betweene himſelfe and them. They have 
well digeſted the offer, and with Ab:gar/ (when ſent for to 
be Davids wife ) confefle themſelves to be fo farre from 
worthineſle, to be his Conforts, and to taſte of his marriage 
contents and benevolence, that they are un worthy even to 
be fellow-ſervants with his children, doorekeepers in his 
houſe, or to waſhand wipe the feet of his houthold. So vile 
God hath made themin theſight of their owne eyes ; thew- 
ing themby his pure-Law, the baſeneſle of that converſati- 
on of theirs, wherein they have walked (as the doore al- 
way rolling one way upon her hinges) fo they alway living 
in the ſame vices, foked upon their old dregs ; that hereby 
he emptieth them of themſelves, daſheththat pride and va- 
nity which puffed them up before : ſo that alas, they rather 
thinke, that he is throwing them ont of his preſence for e- 
ver, then marrying them in faithfulnefſe to himſelfe.- By 
this humiliation, they 'come to be further acquainted with 
his pleaſure; That even to ſuch wefill ones, who have deft- 
led their fathers bed worſe then Rewben, yea, defaced his 1- 
mage; yetto theſe moſt forlorne harlots and children of 
adultercrs, heis willing to be reconciled, yea,to ſeeke them 
out, as that Leuite did his concubine, yea, after juſt cauſe of 
D1vorce, Terem.2.1,2.to admit them to his bed againe;them- 
{elves ſeeking no favonr, butfleeing from him, as ſhe from 
her Lord. By this unheard of love, hee hath broken their 


thei: þe21t52re whoryh hard heart and forehead of brafle, melted them in- 
prozen REY to teares, toſce his bottomlefſe and cauſelefle Compaſſons, 


Zach,1 0.12, 


as Zachary in Chap.10.ver.12, calsthem : eſpecially while 
they by rezeAting orflejghting it, yea ſhatting tum _— _ 
abhor- 


mmeypr tern en 
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.abhorring his love, deſerved to have his heart-hardned, and 
love toturne jealopſie againſt them.' And now} thiy'\con- 
ſult whether they were better periſh in their deſolate cour- 
ſes, or venture upon his love for a ſecond reconciling. At The fourth ; 
length, ſeeing his ſcope to be, to get himſelfe a name in tur- they being 
ning ar: harlots heart (as bad as Adary Magdalen ) to her Oo of 
ws againe (a thmg which no man can doe to an who- 7 pong b 
riſh wife) yea, to make her more loyall and tender to him, ; 
then ſhe ever was cre ſhe forſooke him. I ſay, at length, 

ſhe 1s convinced, and caſting her ſelfe downe at his feet, as 
one that is loath to diſhonour that love which ſke: ſo much 

abuſed; with a trembling and ſelfe-deſpairing beart,begins 

to touch the hem of his garment, to apprehend him to ſpeak 

as he meanes, and ſo becomes one againe with him, neerer 

in covenant then ever; bone of his bone, and fleſh of his 

fleſh, Striving from that ſecond renuing of love towards The fifth: 

him, to draw mighty encouragement and reſolution, not mal _— 

onely never to be faichleſſe to him, in her conjugall affeti- , (rpg wo 
ons any more; but alſ{o,to returne the fruit of his deere love 
into his boſome againe, to walke in all ſubje&ion to hislore 
and will, to delight in denying her ſelfe, that ſo ſhe may be 
wel-pleaſing in his ſight, whether, in doing or ſuffering for 
him. Thus abiding faithfull to him in the uttermoſt ſervice 
ſhe candoe, ſhe waits patiently for h s coming, that he may 
finde her in peace and well occupied at his coming, and 

then make her glorious, and like him(elfe, without ſpot or Eph. 6. 

wrinkle. 

. This is a ſhort deſcription of a ſpouſe of Chriſt, and a M4 ickes of a 

ſonne or daughter of Abraham : and ſuch an one (ia mea- lower degree, 
ſure more or leſle) iseach ſoule married to Chriſt : and of Te 

{uch no queſtion needsto be made, but they are (in this firſt 

reſpet) meet husbands and wives for each other. But leſt 

my words prove inaresto any who come ſhort of theſe, and 

yet are loth to be debarred from marriage: I adde,that there 

iS a lefler degree of grace under this,onely appearing in the 

ſeed, tender and weake ; and that 1s of ſuch, as (although 

they reaCh not ſo farre)yet have their eye toward this bride- 

groome, counting him one of ten thouſand, comparing Job 33-23: 

| __ "them 


— 


Plal.45. 


— —— 


he 
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a 


Zach. 9.9. 
Cant}. 


Glves with fuch as are married to him, thinke themſelves far 
inferiour, wiſh their caſe were fo happy ; abhorre their own 
treachery, count the feet of ſuch beautifull, as wooe them to 
Chriſt, thinke highly of the offer, love to be fuch friends of 
the Lord Ieſus, and children of his Bridechamber,full of tears, 
affeQtions and deſires after it. Even thele are not to be ex- 
cluded neither, there is hope of ſuch, that they may come to 
be married to Chriſt in due tzme ; therefore it were unequall 
that for meere lacke of time and training, they ſhould be reje- 
Red : rather, if better faile (in ordinary providence) there be- 
ing ſufficient ground to hope, that their little is in truth : I 
dare not deny, but a contract with ſuch may be lawfull, and 
the Lord may cover defects in mercy ; eſpecially if the more 
forward party be induſtrious to improve a little to a greater 
meaſure, 1n the other, if the weaker party be teachable, and in 
either of-both there be a ſclfe-denying heart ( if God croſle 
their hopes) to lye downe meckely at his feet, humbled for fin 
(the cauſe thereof ) and patiently takingup and bearing their 
croſle, till God amend it. 

By all this it appeares, that Marrying in the Lord, requires 


Reaſons of . good conſideration ; and that they who ſo marry, have Jaid 
thisfirſt branch the foundation of future honour beforehand. And who doubts 


The firſt + 
Raſh matcues 
unbleſt. 


but it had necd be ſo? for what hope is there, that they who 
never {ought it before, ſhould ever light upon it after? Ho- 
nour requires good breeding, andit is a ſtud, which except it 
ſubfiſt upon a good ground-cell, will ſoone lye in the duſt, 
Raſh and ſuddenattempts in this kinde,doe but make way for 
ſhame and reproach; onely marrying in the Lord, prepares 
the ſoule for the worke : it hath her tooles in readineſſle to fall 
to the trade, whereas the contrary is ft1ll to ſeek ; yea,the ve- 
ry method of the Apoſtle in this Epiſtle, ſhewes no lefle, for 
he ſpeakes of no marriage bufineſle, before he have fully ope- 
ned thedodqrine of faith, he layes that for the bottome, and 
then comes in, and tels fuch, their Aarriage i honowrable : 
Faith then is the hand and wheele, which muſt frame a veſſel! 
for honour, prepared, as for all othes,ſo for this worke of mar- 
riage. And jn tiuth, as it is all Religion (upon point).ſo it 1s 
the mantiage ring, which makes the ſoule one with the Lord ; 
an 
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and this ring is belct with many rich jewels, all of them ſer- 
ving for the honour, that is, the well carrying and. diſcharge 
of marriage duties. One jewellis, humility and ſelfe-deny- The jewels of 
- the marriage * 
with ail ſubjec&tion, and freed from that rudenefſe and rebel- ©'28- | 
ſion of ſpirit, which makes it fit for nothing but it -owne ej ang hu. * 


all, whereby the heart 1s. tamed and humbled to this wor 


will and ends; but this grace levels it to the obedience of muluy. 


this ordinance. Another jewell is peace, whereby the ſoule 


is ſo calmed and pacihed within it ſelfe, in the point of par- V*-2cc. 


don and Gods favour, that it can beare any affronts.: even 


as the ſhooes or braſſe boots of the Souldier can walke upon Fehcl. 6. 


rocks or pikes, and feele no hurt.; ſo an heart well apaid-in 
the Lord, is calm?, and able to cleare the coaſt of all diſtem- 
pers ; and to goe through diſcontents and croſſes, ſuch as an 
unquiet ſpirit cannot. A third is purity, which cleanſcth the 
fouls of many bad humours, very unequall for marriage; 
{{fe-love, pride, diſdaine, wrath, heart-burning , jealouſies 
and conceits, and makes a man much fitter for marriage. A 


fourth (the laft which I will name) is righteouſneſle ; that is, Righteo 


the fellowthip with Chriſts holy nature, by which the ſoule 
partakes the properties of Chriſt, qualifying it with wiſe- 
dome, influence, ttrength, meekneſſe, patience, holinefle,cheer- 
fulneſle, long-ſuffcring and compailion ; which graces, as 
they make him a mect head and husband for the Church, 16 
they make married couples meet heads and helvers for each 
other. Faith, I ſay, doth draw from Chrift all ſuch abilities 
and graces, as may prepare the ſoule to all the ſervices which 
the marriage eſtate cals for. Even as the ſpokes or (taves of 
the wheele ſtrengthen it, for the good motion of it, ſo doth 
Faith ſtrengthen this great maſter-wheele of converſation, 
which is Marriage. 


Again, except the honour of Marriagebe forclaid in the p,,-, 
entrance, when the minde is free and impartiall; how ſhould T,,z1y ofme 
It be like to be provided for in marriage it ſelfe ? Alas ! mar- riage many. 


riage hath her handsful of trial, what grace is already wrought 
in the toule,marriage will finde a gracians heart work enough 
atthe beſt ; for it is given to exerciſe grace. It is not given 
to worke grace Cwitkonl ſingular mercy doe occaſion 1t) but 
Eo» Hh + -M Es ob 
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to ex6tciſe jt ; for what abrndance of other diſtra&ions doe 
there fall out in this eſtate, which ( as the Apoltle tels us ) 
x Coi.7;35, Kkeepeoff the ſoule from fitting cloſe and comely. to God ?- 
Fs The neceſſity of marriage-b&caſions are ſuch, as compell the 
parties each to pleaſe other, in the matters of this life. $6. 
that, except ſingle perſons have well bethought themſelves, 
and titted themſelves with a ſtocke to live upon, they will 
finde it an hard thing to a@ a true part on this ſtage tpon the 
ſadden : rather they are like to finde (except God alter it ). 
marriage to pul them fromGod,to carry their ſpirits to world- 
lineſſe, unſctledneſle, carcs, feares, temptations, luſts, ſome- 
times on the right hand, by baits, to carnall eaſe and jollity ; 
and otherwhiles on the left, to ſnares and diſtetnpered paſfi- 
ons, of anger and 1mpatience, neither of which extremity fa- 
vours religion, but kils and damps it ; taking up all the time 
and leaſure of the ſoul,from attending the belt things,or at leſt 
cauſing it to attend themleſſer ; as good never a whit (as we 
ſay) as never the better. | 
Real. 3 Bckides theſe reaſons, what hope have we, that when we 
Go: eldom forfake Gods way, he will be found of us, in ours ? How juſt - 
ound out of 35 it for him to forfake ns, and giveus over to our owne by- 
bis owne way . ends and reſpeAsin our marriages,and to ſuffer ns to defile our 
ſelves more and more, that as we entred badly, ſo we ſhould 
hve worſe, and end worſt of all ? As Pas faith, The wicked 
waxe worle and worle, decciving, and being diteived - fo 
2Tim.;.' 3. may the Lord plague ungodly marriages by themſclves; and 
ſcourge them with their owne whip ; ſo that the tusband 
fnould be deceived with the bad qualities of the wife, and 
ſhe by tus ; one defiling the other more, and neither doing any 
good to the other. Wee ſee it thus daily, uncleane men doe 
Lut teach their wives their trade, that they might match them 
in their kinde ; carnall, proud and bad wives draw their huf- 
bands to the like evils, 0.1c mult pleaſe another by concurrmg 
with their humours, andall for a penalty upon ſuch as fleign- 
ted Gods ordinance, to nuatry in the Lord: that ſorhe thing 
they ſought might be a ſnare tinto them. Trae it is oftentimes, 
the Lord orders it otherwiſe (for the elect thall be broughr 
homey one meanc ox other, be they never ſoil pas; jor” 
; r 
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Lord can turne peyſfon into a medicine, if ke pleaſe, and fin 
to gogd, Butit is ever beft, to ſeeke God in. his way : the 
queſtion is not what God can doe, but what he doth, or will 
doe ordinarily. Sure it is,ordinarily,theſe doubtful, irreligions 
and clandeſtine matches, are as baſcly carried, as enired up- 
on.z repentance t ſelfe being hard to get for the fin at firſt, 
much leſſe amendment of errers, but rather an hardned heart, 
an unſayory going-through-ftitch, ſwallowing up much ſor- 
row, and none to pitty them that pittied not rhemſelves, in 
haſting ſorrew upon them. | 


=” 
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Laſtly, marriages are full of diſpreportions. Now religi- Reaſ. 4. 4 


a2 is fitteſt to levell and equall them of all other : I confeile 
it to be the way of Go\l, that ſuch equality as poflibly can be 
attained, ſhould be in this condition, as of yeeres,education, 
diſpoſition, breed, eſtate, and the ike (as In the next point 
ſhall appeare.) But what is more common, then diſparity 
in all? yong are married to old, rich to poore, untaughr to 
well trained, harſh to amiable, an41 the like. How ſhall this 
be levelled ? Surely no way, except religion compound it. 
I doc not alway ſay it can; for Religion it {elf hath no war- 
rant to enter upon unequall marriage, howbeit, if it be fo, 
religion can beſ{t{ctall ſtraight and eaven, or elſe nothing 
can. Itis not her wealth, which can procure content with 
a prophane, froward wife ; it is not a good nature which 
w4yl purchaſc love to a waſtefull, improvident, wanton wo- 
man ; that playſter is not broad enough for the fore. No 
outward complement can eaſe or levell an inward unequal- 
nefſe ; onely grace can doe it,if it may prevaile. Grace will 
fay thus, Thy wife was but paore, but ſhe is loyall, chaſte, 
wiſe, provident, ſaves her portion in ſeven yeeres ; that 
which makes her thus, ſhall goe for her portion. Thy huf- 
band is but a plaine man, hath no great learning, 1s none of 
- the {weeteſt tempers, but harſh and rough: But religion ſhi- 
ning through theſe clouds, makes the beſt of an hard bar- 
_ : both of them, perhaps, are paſſionate and ſudden, 
zut becauſe Gods bridle is preſently in their mouth, their 
wants are the cafilier endured. And,as I ſay this of marriage 


Grace lcvels 
all diſpropor- 
cons, 


in gcnerall, ſo in particular of ſecond matches ; wherein, | 
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Obje@ions 
and doubts 
anſwered. 


_— cy 
citker incumbrances by former marriage, children, or the 
world frowning, or ſuſpition of fraud either way; or, in a 
word, unſutable ſucceſle to expeRation ; if inthe throng of* 
theſe,religion ſtep not in, to mediaceand moderate the con-- 
troverfic, how endleſſe may the breaches be ? n: 

- But for all this, Truth cannot want cavils or queries : for 
firit, doe we not (fay ſome) ſee very many couples doe very: 
well, whonever obſerved any ſach rid. courſe, but hap't- 
by better chance, then goold skillupon one another ? 'I an»: 
{wer : you havelighted fo,perhaps rather ina negative way,- 
that you are-free from many evils which- peſter others, then 
11 an holy poſitive way of grace : or if ſo, its rather a lot of 
mercy, then any good forecaſt of your owne : if it be as you- 
wiſh, thank God who hath borne with your finfull tempting 
of his providence, and ſwerving from his way : howbeit,one 
ſwallow makes no ſummer, neither ought 1t to preſcribe a: 
preſident unto others : ten mifſe where one hits well. And 
{econdly, I tay, all honour and ſucceſſe in marriage,muſt not- 


1 King.+ 1.25, be eſteemed by outward league and peace together ; Ahab: 


Obje $0.3. 


and Iczabell accorded, but how ? in mutuall combining for. 
wickednefſle and idolatry. Still ſwine eat up all the draffe 
ſometimes : and, if outward peace, attended with wealth,. 
caſe and welfare, cannot hinder a. prephane heart, contempt: 
of the Ordinances, Sabbaths and wayes of God, what ad-: 
vantage is it for a good marriage ? But it is obje@ed , put 
caſe, that God converts them to himſelfe ? I anſwer, his: 
mercy 15 the greater, but yet ſo free, that it cannot certain-- 
ly be reſted upon. The.grace of God which turnes all to 
their good, whom he- hath eternally loved, muſt be no pre-. 
rext for finne. 

Againe, others come in and cavill; tuſh, what need you 
be ſo nice, grace may come in due ſcaſon, no time paſt, and, 
when 1t comes it never comes amiſſe? 1 anſwer : grace 15 
precious at all times, after marriage as well as before, if a 
man were ſure of it ; tut what ground have any to preſume 
of jr, without ſome word for it, much more being agauilt it ? 

God may be patient, and fay, No time paſt : but neither is ke 
tyed to it ; and þeſides, they that tempt him, are moſt unhke 
| to 
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to ſpeed well. Walke in his way, and thenindeed,no time 

aſt ; God may, yea, and will convey his grace to a poorc 
Pale that waits for kim. 

' But its further obje&ed ;'the beft (by their leave ) have 0bjelt 
failed in their godly attempts, and found worſe wives then *_ 
they ſought. - I anſwer-: yet, they may have peace in this, 
that they have ſonght God to the uttermoſt : he hath hid- 
den himfelfe'from'them in this particular, as the Prophet 
{aid 'to the Shnnamire : but they have peace in their en- 2 Kings 4. 27. 
devour, eni therefore have no cauſe to give God over, 
but to hang upen him ſtill, to finde mercy 1n another way, 
that is, in the bully burning and not conſumed : that 1s, 
that by your prayers, God hath reterved mercy for thein, 
and meanes to-grace their enterpriſes at laſt , doing. that 
for them-in marriage, which he did not before, If the 
Lord pleaſe to heare-them at laſt, ic ſhall be well; and to 
ſach-this free grace of his belongs, who though they have 
bin diſappeinted a while, yet it is in their obedience, and 
ſo includes an hope. of further audience and ſupply from 
heaven. But I conclude, it any carctull ones have yet 
7 ER ; ſurely, ten times more have done ſo for lacke 
of it. 

But many religious ones may have pertJous qualities, and Objett.4. 
{0 diſhonour marriage. cA»/w. If this be done 1n the green Luk, z;.31,' 

tree, what ſhall be done inthe dry ? what ſhall become of 

ſuch as without reſtraint,even out of the abundance of their Mar. :2.; 5, 
evill heart, bring forth ſuch fruit with full purpoſe ? Adde 

te this, their evill qualities come not from religion , but 

becauſe they are not religious enough to bridle and mortt- 

he their laſts. Its becauſe they drowne the power of 

their religion in their owne ſenfuality and will ; detai- 

ning the truth inunrighteouſneſle : and no doubt ſuch would Rom. zi. ;. 
be much worſe, if religion did not now and thenitep out to 
moderate. 

But if you tye usto ſuch ſtrineſle, to marry onely in the gzje77, 5, 

Lord, what ſhall become of thoſe perſons that are not in 
the Lord. I anſwer. Take you no thought for them, take 
thought rather, how (1athe ſwarme of ſuch) you may ſhun 
| EB 3 them, 
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them, and light upon ſuck as are the Lords. As for theſe, 
you ſhall not need to take thoughtfor them ; our rales will 
not much hinder their marriages, like will ts like, doe we 
what we can, andthe dead will bury the dead, the world 
Luke 9.69, * jill love their owne, and that to their mutuall ſorrow ; 
and all to teachus to love ſuch the rather whom the Lord 
loveth. What have we to doe to judge them that- are 


+ Core5.19- without? no, we ſpeake to no other: but the | willing 
people, Pſal. 119. 3. who will ſtand to be. judged at Gods 
barre. 

0 bjeft.6. But I have caſt mine affection already upon ſuch an one, 


and am fnared. An/w. Then forbeare a whilegtill all means 
be tryed for the partics bettering, and ſa venture upon them. 
Laftan. Objctt. ButT cannot fo farre deny my ſelfe, An/w. Thanke 
your ſclfe, God forceth no ſuch neceſlity upon auy, if they 
will be ruled. If not, their ſaaring themſelves witha need- 
Iefle neceflity, cannot make Gods command of no effec. (If 
you can make ta your ſelves {ach a neceſſity, as muſt bregke 
a Charge of God,then try how well you can endure the fruit 
of it, when ſorrow,repentance and Hhame ſhall come upon 
P:0.24.34+ Yougas the neceliity of an armed man. 1s not as goofd reafon, 
that you digelt this gobbet,as that the Lord digett the other? 
yes durcly. _» 
Objell.7. But when all is done,perhaps we ſhal miſſe ef our choice 
deſired, becauſe there are fo few to be found, in this wotull 
barren world, of {uch as be religious, and thoſe who are 
but mcercly civill are counted puritans, and thoſe preciſe 
whoſc manners are not debauched. Anſw. Set not Gods 
providence and his command together by the cares; as if 
he charged you to marry onely jn the Lord,and yet debarred 
vou from 1t 1n practice ; ſo that either you muſt be forced to 
marry with all ſorts, or cl{e muſt not marry at all. No : God 
puts no ſuch ſnare upon any : looke you to your {clves, that 
you be ſuch as you goe for, and the Lord will not deceive 
you ; he hath good inſtere for the good. Its one of heavens 
: £10n.19.11 Workes to make good marriages : and hee who hath bad 
women in ſtore for ſinners, that they may fall by them; 


| Veclef,7,26. he hathalio good ones for the good, that they may honour 


marriage 
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marriage and kim thereby ; yea, and he hath wiſdome, dif 

cerning of ſpirits, of the ſabtill ſhewes and guizes of all . 

ſorts, both hypocrites and other bad ones, fo,that (as fub- 

till as the world is) they who loathe to ve heated dy their 

dice=play, ſhall not want wiſedome to judge, and favour to Fpheſ. 4.14, 
reliſh the good in* the midſt of the bad ; they ſhall heare 

2 Voyce behinde them, ſaying, Th® 7s the way rand with- Ely 30. 

all, giving them an eare to heare, and an heart to obey, and 

walke therein. 

But to conclude, wee have met (ſay ſome) with good Oblet.s, 
companiens, by providence, yet ſtill are we lected ; for our | 
parents and friends (at lcaſt of one fide) will not conſent. 
1anſwer: perhaps you ſeeke among the good, and finde 
better then your ſelves, for ſome ſiniſter end, the beauty or 
the portion of the party ; otherwiſe unworthy to ſpeed : 
and what wonder if a wite parent will not confent to be- 
ſtow his childe upon you ? But ye objeR: yes both of us 
being both teligtous and conſenting, yet parents crofle us. 

I anſwer : If indeed it be ſo, tarry till I come to the next 
Chapter, and there I ſhall fall into that argument of the pa- 
rents duty, and therefore 1 will not prevent my ſelfe. We 
have anſwered Objections enough, and more will occur af- 
ter,. enough therefore is {aid here. Let us haſten to ſome 
Vſe of the point, wherein more ſatisfaftion will be given to 
other queſtions. | 

Firſt, this is terrour and reproofe to the marriages of this v5 of the 
degenerate age; wherein this duty of marrying in the Lord pornr. 
1s Caſt off at large. As Rehoboams yonkers carried that weigh- '- Terror and 
ty buſineffe of his Kingdome, and overthrew it : ſo doe the hg eu. 
unruly and rebellious humours of moſt youth miſcarry this. p55. c-ge. 

app p ” opnane ſcor 
They knit and combine themſelves together, asif they were ucrs tomirry 
right grave Counſeilours, wiſer chen their parents and anct- 1 he Lord, 
ents, diſdaining that any ſhould over-rule their raſh and re fic. 
bellious appetttes ; and ſo with raſhreſolutions and fury of * 1985 32-19 
undeniable paffions, they ruſh themſelves upon the pikes of 
etcrnall muſery. If once their parents be dead, then moſt of 
theſe hot-ſpurs have made fare enongh, for the honour of 
marriage: for bythar time rhey come of yceres (if not be- 
fore) 
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Give me her,for 


fore) moſt of them have embezeld their patrimonies. But if 


not, yet in this Fu of marriage this 16 their reſolution; 
| e pleaſeth me well : (ſhe may pleaſe wel 
for a moment, though ſhe be a prick in the eye, aad a goade 
in the ſide for ever aftcr.) And fo for a vaniſhing content, 
to a vaine humour, what doe ſuch, but enthrall theayſelves 
to a wantan, waſtefull and wilfull ungodly companion ? 
And as the Heathen ſaid of a bad bargaine, it vexes the foo- 
liſh buyer more with the continuall upbrazding, then the 
lofle ofthe money,ſo.may I ſay of this: and as Sarp/ov faund 
this at leaſure, for the wilfull minde he bare to have Delile: 
ſo doc theſe, But alas ! there is no ſeaſon, for ſuch as he 
was,to beleeve it(being intoxicate withthe cup af inchant- 
ment, diſabling them from taking better counſell.) But why 
then ſpeake I this ? Surely, becauſe I ſee religion among 
young couples, for the moſt part,isThe firſt of thoſe reſpes 
which are laſt thought of. Deſperate and ſtollea waters are 
ſweeteſt to ſuch ; like thoſe of the Benjanites, who ruſhing 
into a company of dancers, in their jollity, ſnatght up each 
man his wife, as ſhe came to hand, prove well or ill, for bet- 
tcr for worſe : for why, they ſought wives, not goed ones, 
and that any way, ſo they had them. What a merry world 
werc it for our debauched drunken youth in theſe our dayes, 
if they might chooſe their wives inſucha lottery. To catch 
(among a drove) eachone his owne marrow pell-mell : oh 
what a brave thing were it? There is a pleaſure in doing 
that which is forbzdden, to our curſed nature, even becaule 
itisfo : and if it were notſo, they would dye uponta-ſwords 
point, ere they would attempt it. And notwithſtanding the 
woe of ſuch marriages, both againſt Gods word,law: of rea- 
{on,cenſent of parents, yea,the generall experience of ſuch 
as are gone before them; yet, who may ſpeake teſach ? 
Surely ſuch matches are made in hell, hike are fallen upen 
like by the Divels ſpokeſmanſhip ; as 1 confeſle, better one 
honte troubled with ſuch, then.two. But what a ſad thing 
Is it to thinke,whata curſcd poſterity ſuch arc like to hatch ; 
I fay ſuch, as whereof one ar two might poiſam an whole 
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lings, Marquets, Fayres, Tavernes and Alchouſes, being 

the places -whercin ſuch chuſe their companions. But of: 

this enough. 97 rad 393 | 

A ſecond ſort coming here to be.reproved,are not fo des! 2. Branch of 

bauched as theſe, and yet reproved for their careleſnefle to-terrour. 
marry inthe Lord. Many, not grolly prophane, yet becauſe —_ 
but civill, truſting to ther wit and policy alone, thinking *. DE 
themſelves ſecure enough, —_— they gee not ſo ſpiritu- |;x-q yous 
ally to worke, as to marry in the Lord, are to be taxed by 

this doftrine. So long as they can marry morally,ſuch as are 

free from grofle crimes, uncleannefle, riot, alchouſe-haun- 

ting, and the like ; ſuch as are of a {weet carriage, faſhio- 

nable, and compleat, brought up well to a pleaſing and out-= 

wardly -gracefull behaviour ; eſpecially, if there be any 

meanes to live competently in the world, good husbandry 

and houſewivery ; oh, they thinke their choice is excellent; 

yea, When Children themſelves ſtagger for-conſcience ſake, 

at ſuch offers, yet their parents are carneſt for the match,and 

vexe themſclves to ſce their children ſo preciſe. And in- 

deed no wonder, when Morality (intheſe times) is counted 
preciſeneſſe. And yet, tell me,what oddes is there between 

thoſe Benjamites I ſpake of, and thoſe children of Ged mar- Gen.6, r. 
rying the daughters of men, the poſterity of Sheth with ido- 

laters.? what wofull impes proceeded from ſuch a mixture ? 

And the.truth is, even ſuch as profeſle religion are growne 

to make ſuck matches withon: any checke. The common 

queſtion now, not onely among great ones, or among pro» 

phane ones, but even among the ordinary fort, and ſuch as 

profeſſe religion,is, W aat ſhall ſhe have? Whatis ſhe worth? 

Wat joynture can he make ? who will ſhew us ary good? pi 1 ,t. 
Asif men were ſclling of cattell in a marquet? Not thus; 

What is the woman? how brought up ? how qualified with 
knowledge, love of Gods Church, meckenefſe, modeſty, or 

other fruits of faith and the ſpirit ? which yet are the onely 

ornaments of wealth and beauty, yea, more in price with 
God, then all they poſſefle, who enquire fo little after them. 

But by that time, ſome of theſe, by bad example, and for 
Want of the fear of God,grow to be bad companions, ethers 
F uncleang, 
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uncleanneſle, others ſpendthrifts, and the like ; then their 
parents (who ſo ſhunned- religions ones before) can wiſh 
they had matcht them with religious ones too. | But its juft 
that they pierce themſelves through, with cares, who feeke 


religion out of ſeaſon, rather out of their own ends then for 


Brarch 3, 

Rep.oote, 
r; 

Of ſh in 
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partic 15 bad, 


1Kirgs 21.25 


cap. 21,VCr.7, 


i Kings 21.7. 


her {elfe. Hence it is, that fach ſolemne marriages in the 
world, as begin with great hopes'and honour ; yet within 
a few yeeres turne to miſery; beggery, impriſonment, defi- 
ance of each other to.the pit of hell. Why ? Surely becauſe 
they ſought other things as ciefe, money, and beauty, and 
the like, but not religion; juſt it s with God to Hefike 
them and leave them deſtitnte, not onely of that they ſought 
not, but alſo of that which they over-chiefly coveted. Not 
to ſpeake af thoſe baſe and wicked ſhifts, which ſome of 
themare faint to come to, as flattery of their betters,unclean 
relations, banquerupt-like wayes, to borrow what they can, 
and leave men inthe lurch. 11 marriages are one cauſe of 
banquerupts, though not the onely ;-for many ſtreams there 
are, that cauſe this banke to overfioiy ſo exceſſively noiv a 
dayes..'So much of this. | 
Thirdly, this is reproofe, and that of two forts : firſt, ſn 2h 
as whereof neither party is religious : ſecondly,. whereof 
onely either of the twoisſnch. Touching the former, we 
ſee a wotull patterne of Ahab and Iezabel, of whom neither 
was better (though perhaps the one lefle ill) but confpircd 

together, and ſet forward each other to miſchiefe. And in- 

deed fo it commonly fals out,that if both be badzthe woman 
proves the worit. Its mnch what, in this ſex e, as inthe 1n- 
feriour natures of creatures, the ſhee-Beare, Lyoneſſe or 

Wolfe, is the moſt ſavage and fierce : ſo here, the impoten- 
Cy and unbrideledneſſe of the ſexe, makes her more ſubject 

$0 rage, unrighteoutneſſe, revenge and wickedheffe then a 
man, © not to ſpeake of the'tyaturall perſ\vaſtveneſſe'of fuch, 

mcenſing to:evill forcibly, 'tver fince Eve tempted Adam. 

Tczabcl provoking Ahab to be farre worle then himſelfe, by 

laying, Art thou now King of Iſrael ? and lyeſt thou upon thy 

bed 41 4 foole f Come, and I will sive thee the vineyard of Na- 
$0th,& 5. T.he corruption of beſt is wotlt; and when ſhe who 
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by ker kinde,(hould have bin the moſt modeſt;becomes bold . 
| ſhe common!y keepes no bounds of immodefty. Tww are 
betterthen one (faith Sa/omor )and woe to him that is alone: Eccleſ.4. 9, 
but here we may ſadly invert the words, and ſay, One were 
better then twe ; and woe to thoſe couples who are both Juadg.13.38. 
bad : better had it bin for ſuch to have lived in the moun+ 
tainS,te bewailetheir virginity, yeaz'o dwell with the foxes 
and wilde beaſts, in extreame ſolitarineſſe (where no other 
then miſery can be looked for) then to enter into an hoped 
conditionof welfare, to double and treble their owne ſor- 
rowes,fin and judgement ;- making cack other much more 
the children of Satan then before. | 
And verily, it is the uſuall deſtiny of the moſt Families, to 
be peſtred with ſuch couples, whereof neither 1s religious, 
but bethrude and prophane, and ſtudying who ſhould excell 
the other therein... If the one dare lye, the other dare ſyreare 
toit; if the one flander, the other will avow it;' if one be 
bad, the other will be worſe. And this pleaſeth him that 
brought them together, onlife ; that by their vying and out- 
vying each otherin evill, they ſhould approve their-thanke 
and fervice unto him ;.joyning to morall finnes, *the omit- 
ting or deſpiſing of Gods worſhip and Ordinances within 
doores or without, as Word, Sacrament, prayer and duties. 
Alas! put caſe that bad couples are not combiaed in open 
——— and malice, but onely ina meere, civyl, form (ll 
andſapleſſe religion, keeping of Sabbaths barrenly, or mutu- 
all complacence in eachother, for the raking up of 'money, 
making great portions for their children, il brought up, and 
like to fpend it as prodigally, and mocke them for their la- 
bour-(as one lately did, who after his: fathers death, having 
found out his hoord of mony,cryed out,Oh faithful drudge t ) A villanous 
and fo waſte it out in bravery-and faſhions, pride andipomnpe lpecch. 
of life. te caſe they live in a meere harmleſnefle of 
courſe, ſpending out their dayes in working, eating, flee- 
ping, neither doing good nor grofſe emill, welcoming and 
viſiting netghbours, huing curteouſly: (wihch 1 confefſe 
is the belt of ſuch) yet alas:! what a miſcrable life-is 
this in compariſon of the true gaine and ſweet of a 
| | F 2 marriage 
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Matrimonial Honour : Or, 


* Admonition 


to ſuch, 


ovegs: religioufly carried ? : But yet the worlt is-be- 
hinde. : - | oth] 
For why ? rarely doe we ſee couples thus married to ces 
pent thkemſclves of their courſ2 ; but wanze away like ſha- 
dowes, except they dye like beaſts, without ſenſe; and even 
as they have entred baſely, and lived worſe, ſo the laſt a& 
of their life is worſt, and they dye impenitent. Ohthen ! in 
Geds feare, let me ſpeake unto you, and be admoniſhed ere 
it be too late, (erc cither the one of you be ſwept fromthe 
other, orboth to deſtrution,) to conſider your ſiane at the 
firft, humbling your ſoule for it,and much more for the long 
thred of your former courſe, which you have ſpent amifſe. 
And if neither of you will at all protit, by either word or 
workes of God, while you live tog-ther,but goe on hardned 
in your mutuall wickednefle;yet when God (hal ſeparate the 
one from the other, by death, crying out lamentably- of his 
or.her ſinfpll courſe ; oh, let the furvivour be yet paſtred out 
of his den, and with that third Captaine of fifty, cry out to 
God, and fay, Although thou haſt parted us Lord, and my 
-companion be dead infinne, yet /ct wap life (I pray thee). be 


2 Kings 1. 13- precions in thy ſight.; unſetile me fromthoſe lees upenwhich 1 


Pfal.39.13+ 


| Febae.11. 


am ſetled,(for vrant of roling) that I may breake off my long 
prophane, fruitlefſe converſation, and ſecke thy face, and re- 
cover my ſelfe, ere I _—_ and be ſcene no more !! Oh} it 
were better(I grant) ifthe Lord were ſo plcaſed,that as bot! 


- of you have bin partnersan ſinne, and one corrupt fleſhy. fo 


you migt tboth together repent, and become: one ſpirit in the 
Lord, both of ye might be rouzed by his- terrours out of your 
dead fleepe ; that the one. bcjag humbled, ' mighr gafter bis 
fellow, and ſay, husband, wifc,Ceſt thou notthat Gods hand 
15-out againſt us, and his wrath is'upon us ;\ weare: under all 


. adverſity, our bodies, ſeulcs, children and affaires, nothing 
| profpers : oh, we have made uſe a lopg time each of other, 
. for the divels vantage, till our bones be fall of the fin of our 


youth : except we returne in time, Ged, will be avenged on 
us, and ſend usto pwr place:andlong home of milery : Alas ! 


| We have never honoured marriage, as other holy couples 


have. done; its range patience that..yet we are. on-.thus 
ſide 
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ſide hell : let us now joyne together, and turne to the 
Lerd,that if poſtible,all may be forgotten and forgiven. Oh ! 
, happy you, if ever you ſhould live to ſee that day ! happy 
your poore children and family, whoſe ſoules you ſhould 
ſnatch out of the fire, and be inſtruments of pulling them 
out of that miſery unto which you have bred them. But. 
| I forbeare. | 
| But there is a fourth ſort of marriages, whereof cither par- Branch 4. 
ty onely is religious. Theſe alſoare ts be humbled for their Admonirion * 
ungrounded attempt, the one for yentripg upen an irreligi- * _ —_ 
ous yokefellew ; the other for irreligious entrance. Zachary ,;. none Yar ater 
and Elizabeth are commended,thar they were both juſt; ther- gran. 
fore it is.a ſtaine to ſuch marriages, as wherein cither party is Luk. 1.6. 
ood, the other oppoſite to it. Examples whereof we have * 53m. 18.27, 
1n Scripture ; David and Michal, Nabal aad Abigail , ob J _ 5. 
and his wife. The Lord who farbad to ſowc one field withdi- Da... 
vers ſcedes, or to weare a garment of linſey-wolſey , much : Cor.6. 15. 
more abhersthat the marriagec-»ved ſhould be defiled with per- 
ſons of divers rciigions ; for we know no oppoſition js ſs 
ſtrong,as that which is ſpiritual ; and how then ſhould there 
be amity and love, where the ſeeds of greatelt enmity abide ? 
What a tempting of God js it, to draw the yoke of God with 
one that drawes 1n the yoke of the Divell? O:(as Paw fpeaks 
in the like caſe) What tellowlhip 1s there betweene Chrilt 
and Belia), the beleever an1 the infidell ? what is ſuch an - 
-unien, ſave a menſter. compounded of divers natures, Ly a 
adulterous mixture ? | What a noyſome thing were it for a 
lively and healthy body to walxe with a dea4 ca-cafle bound 
tait, bucke to backe? How long could it continue ? haw 
vhould it avoid putritaction ? as appeareth by the inanner of 
that puniſhment, in ſome caſes inflited, among the Hea- 
thens ; as that unage of Nebachadnezzar, which had the bu- 
dy made of mettals, and the feet of clay, could not avide long 
without diflolution ; fo neither can that temper which con- 
ſiſts of ſuck contraries. And hitherto adde that (which one 
well obſerveth,) that when good and bad joyne together, 
{eldome is the worle bettered by the good, but often the bet- 
ter 5 marred by the worſer party. The browne bread 1n the 
| F'3 OVen 
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Prov.19.13. 
Job 2.9.12. 


2 $4m.6.23, 


Luk. 1, 6. 


Luke 15.38. 
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oven wil be {ure to fleece from the white, not that from it. 
How can it otherwiſe bein this ſo neere a knot of marriage? 
fince its ſeldome ſeene, but its ſo in all other fellowſhips ? 
when the one party is patient,devout, meeke, ſober, a lover of 
the Word, conſcionable in Sabbaths, and the uſe of meanes ; 
the other careleſle, froward, unchaſte, intemperate and pro- 
phane ? what a corrafive mult the one needs be to the other ? 
and inſtead of an helper, what a continuall dropping ? was 
it a ſavory _ (thinke we) to Job to heare his wife bid him 
Curſe God and dye? hunſelfe being ſo armed with pati- 
ence, as to ſay, Shall wee receive good things of God, and not 
evill ? - 

When David danced before the Lord, and in the height of 
zcale brought home the Arke of God, was it a pleaſing thing 
to heare Afzcol to call him foole for his labour ? and although 
they are not ſo grefle as to ſcoffe at their husbands'or wives, 
yet what a croſle 15 1t,to have ſuch lying in our boſomes as are 
of a diverſe minde? what complaint is ſo uſuall intheſe dayes 
a5 to heare the complaints of good husbands, of ill wives, 
and wives of husbands, through this deſparity > Some mae 
king their moane forthe churliſhneſſe, ſtraightnefle, malici+ 
ouſneſle, reſtraint from uſe of meanes; others, for other eye- 
ſores, of which fort unequall marriages are infinitely fruit- 
full ? So rare are thoſe couples,of whom it may be ſaid, They 
draw mutually and equally in one yoke ; as Zachary and El 
zabeth, borh juſt, diligent hearers, zealous worſhippers, lo- 
vers of God,of good men, and the like ! And hence it is, that 
there js oftentimes little difference betweene thoſe famulics 
in which both be bad, and thoſe in which onely either party 
is good ; becauſe commonly the better party makes himſelfe 
but a prey to the other. Religion mult alway be the diſad- 
vantage of the party,and the jrreligious mult beare the chiefe 
{way : even as the elder brother will domineere over the 
yonger, becaule of his birth-right ; ſo, the better party muſt 
ever looke to be the underling. As we ſay of a ſyllogiſme, 
That the concluſion ever followeth the weaker part : ſo 
here. Alas'! where both parties are as they ought, how 
Little good is done ? {o many croſles, buſineſles of the __ 

debts 


4 Treatiſe of Marriage. 


debes and temptations by finne and Satan come betyweene, 
that even the comfort of ſuch marriages goes neere together ; 
what good is like to be'done, when the one is alway thwar- 
ting the other, in the daties of the family, or le(ſer occaſions ? 
Ifay, when the maine is crazie, how ſhall the reſt be fode- 
red? Butenough of theſe. | | 

To pafle therefore to another fort of couples : how many pranch z, 
husbands are of this ranke,diſatte&ed to their religious wives, 
and yet for ſome by-reſpeas and ends of their owne, will 
tolerate themin their profeſſion of religion, and uſe of means? 
But alas ! full ill is it againſt their wils,if by any counſel}, be- 
nefit or perſwaſion they could be withdrawne from it, how _ 
glad would they be? Nay, it they could divert their affe&i- - LY of 
ons from this way to any worldly way of feaſting, jollity 0" 0h. 
and companionſhip, how much rather vrould they chuſe to ;, ather ji 
be at double or treble coſt to maintaine it, rather then at a ters,reprov<dg 
fingle one, to nouriſh the other ? So that,if they permit them 
not therrreligion with gibing and geering them openly, yet 
with a ſecret diſdaine. If (fay they) our wives will needs 
be preciſe, let them : why? Is it becauſe yon love it in them ? 
No : for then they ſhould have your company, and you 
would be like them : (wheras now you ſufferthem by a kinde 
of connivence, winking at them, and looging betweene the 
fingers : ) But why ? perhaps they being m-a of a more 1n- 
different and gentle nature,and convinced by the ſecret grace Connivers on4 
which breakes out in their wives, which they cannot fmo- 'Y 3**he reli- 
ther; and now and then (eſpecially in the time of their feare roy Fon 
of death) acknowledging their ſtate to be better then their nor approv-rs 
owne : beſides, behol-ling funry gracefull qualities in their thereofraxcd, 
wives, which tend to their owne honour and credit in the 
opinion of others, beholding them to be in eſteeme with 
ſome of their betters; and themſelves accepted the better 
tor their ſakes : ſoinertmes alfo ſtirred in conſcience to dc- 
fire they were as they are, though when the ir pangs be over, Cmmenders 
their Jults doe againe __—_— them : 1 ſay, by ſuch ſecon\ ”* i<ii90n in 
motives many men (not being N.bals and balc blockes) be- _ MIES I0P 
ing perſwaded better of their wives, then others are ; as ſe: - LETS 
ing their eſtates to be the more proſperous, by their frugall on, blamed, 
kuuſe- 
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2 Cor.1.25. 
1 Cor.7:16, 
Luk,10.42. 
Scorners to be 
drawne by 
their wives re- 
ligtong faulty. 


houſewifely, and wiſe managing thereof; they. grow more 
indifferent toward them, and eſpecially their perſons and 
{weet irnecent behaviours gracing them in their eyes. And 
by ſuch meanes, many women unequally y eked, live at bet- 
ter tearmes then others doe. | - 

But alas ! how few of ſuch husbands are drawne to God 
(as the Apoftle faith) by the converſation of the wives, or 
wives by ſach husbands ? but put it off with a tricke ; you ſee 
(fay they) what our wives affeR, they mult have their wils, 
we muſt not crofle them, for then all wete out of order; let 
them alone and run their courſe, as poore filly women may 
doe : but as forus, whoare wiſer, and have greater affiires 
to looke after; we muſt play the gaod hysbands at home,and 
hold in matters together. Well,take heed you wile fellows, 
leſt you be taken in your owne ſnare, beware leſt God pull 
ye not downe from that pride and jollity,by which you look 
over religion, as a mcane thing, under your worth and em- 
ployment. The wiſedome of man is but fooliſhneſſe with 
God, and when the glory of this world ſhall be abaſed, and 
bid you farewell, then Gods matters will beare ſome price, 
and Maries portion may hap to be wiſhed. Oh therefore (as 
Pan! faith) what knowelt thou, O man, whether God have 
appointed thy wife to occaſion thy converſion ? Qh, its 
death to many a bad man, to thinke, that a woman ſhould 


beareſtroke or {way with himin the cauſe of God ? they 


will not yeeld ſo farre, as to grace their wives with ſuch a 
victory ? Its well,if her ornament prove not her greateſt de- 
triment, and ſhe have not much ſvure ſauce to digeſt her 
ſweet meat. But as for following her ſteps to heavens, oh ! 
it were too great honour to thewife ? well, you ſhall wiſh 
you hadeſtcemed 1t your owne greatelt honour 1 Meane 
timegthe greater ſhall her thank be with God, by how much 
her religion hath colt her the ſetting on : it ſhe ſuffer not her 
zealc and grace to quaile by any diſcouragements, till ſhe 
ſee better things at laſt,after her long patience,to be wrought 
in her husband. Oh thou unequall husban4d ! art thou con- 
tent to pocke* up allthe commodities and contents of a good 
wife, and to take all which religion affords thee 1n thy wite, 

or 
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for thine owne ends, never looking whence this maſt fals ? 
wilt thou love the daughter thrift, modeſty, ſubfe&ion, ſo- 
briety, teaching of thy children, and careft thou not for the 
mother, religion, which bred them all? How baſe is it to 
love the effeR, and to diſhke the cauſe? to deſire that theſe 
good qualities were ina wife without religion, rather then 
by them to behold the beauty thereof? Take heed, reſiſt 
not the light , ſtopnot your eyes from beholding that Sun 
whoſe beames you are ſomuch beholding too. 

I conclude this fourth branch (being a very materiall one) ©ounſcll for 
with an admonitory caveat toſuch perſons, whoſe wiſdome amr" 
| willbe (as[ takeit) to make a vertue of a necellity, cither Gen.,r. - 
in drawing the backward party to a better paſſe, or them- 
ſelves to a more patient bearing of their burden. Firſt there- ,, Rip up thy 
fore, let ſuch ſay with Pharao's Butler, I remember my {inne ate to Gad. 
this day, the ſinne of rath entrance into marriage, my ſenſu- 2.Redeem old 
ality and yeelding to mine appetite, without conſulting with ©** —— 
God. Theſe and other finnes of thy youth, open beforeGod, F979! pardon 
that he may cover them. Redeeme thy former negle by pre- 
ſent diligence, in humbling thy ſoule, and praying to Cod 
| forpardon ; it is never out of ſeaſon to doe (o, if the fruit be 
not as thoud<cſireſt, yet it ſhall be ſome ſupply of thy want 
of gaod marriage,and an caſe of thy forrow. As for thy com- 
panion, poure out thy ſoule to God for him, as Abraham for . 
1ſmacl, Oh that he might live in thy ſight 1 IF conſcience Gen-17-18, 
maye thee not, yet let ſcif-love doe jt, forthou art like to en- : 
joy the good. And with ſpirftuall meanes, Joyne ſtable pra- 
ice, commend whatſoever is praiſe-worthy in thy compa- 
nion (for the worſt have ſome good parts) that it. may ap- 
peare, that thou art loth to bury good under the clod of evill, 
and would({t be glad to commend for ſomewhat z for ſo God 
himſclfe doth, Dewr.5.28. &c. infirmities paſſe by, and marke Devr. 5.28. 
not {for who ſpeakes of a ſcar, when the body is crooked?) 3: Paſle by os. 
groſſer evils ſo obſerve, as waiting thy ſeaſon to reprove 49a) faults. 
them, and that with all mercy and meekneſle, leſt thou ex- 
aſpcrate inſtead of mending ; joyne eſpecially a convincing 
and winning converſation, for this glafle will ſay more then 
all thy words ; nay (if w__ Peter may be beleeved),more 1 Pet.z.12 . 

then 
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Luke 21.19. 
Eſay 26.20. 


Luke 5. 40. 
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then the word it ſelfe ſometimes. And they are no men nor 
women, whom ſuch a carriage will not win in time. But put 
caſe God ftill anſwers not thy deſires : fret not againſt thy 
lot (which is Gods/providence) nor by compariſon of wor- 
ſer folkes better fuccefſe. But poſſeſſe thy ſoule with pati- 
ence, beare this indignation a while, till the evill be over- 
paſt ; thou drinkeſt of no other cap, then that which thon 
haſt filled for thy ſelfe. Moderate fuch pangs and melan- 
cholique paſſons of diſcontent, as doe attend ſuch a condi- 
tion, and be not froward with the froward, knowing that 
the Divellis ſeldome eutſhot in his eowne bow. Eſpecially 
thou woman (if it be thy lot)beware of it,let nat flye againit 
either marr:age or procurers thereof, leſt religion beare the 
reproach of thy folly. No man puts new cloth into old gar- 
ments, leſt the breach be worſe. And (1f I might adviſc) I 


c. would wiſh ſuch rather to conceale their grievances,then to 


open them much, efpectally to ſtrangers : and jt requires. 
great wifdome to do it to any, moſt of all with ripping up all 
grievances before witneſſes : for hereby, as ſecrets become 
repreaChes, {o, that which might have bin healed, is quite 
made incurable, by over-deepe ſearch and exaſperating. 
However the iſſue prove, waxe not deſperate, ſtill hope ; 
the name of the Lord js a ſtrong tower, the righteous flee 
to it, andare preſerved. Thou art not alone in thy griefe, 
live by that faich wherby 9b, Abiga'l, others lived & do hve, 
and thou ſhalt ſee what end the Lord ſhall make ; keepe ſtill 
thy humility, care and diligence ': The way of the Lord js 
{treight to him that walketh uprightly, though there were 
no other. Above all, beware of juitifying thy baſe heart, 
under colour of thy comnanions more apparant ſinfulneſle : 
play no: tne hypocrite,as many doe, who promiſe great mat- 
ters, if free of the croſle, who yer being fet at liberty, diſco- 
ver themfclves to be wanton, worlaly an carnall : fomtime 
fiumbliog at the fame ſtone which betore gave them a fall, 
and becomming worſe 11 good marriages then they were at 
the firſt in bad. And thus much for this hrſt Vſe, with the 
Cautions thereof. 
The fecoad Vie is Inſtrutien : teaching us by compari- 
lon 
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ſon to.cſteeme and judge, what is the moſt excellent obje& 
for the married to behold in each other. And that muſt needs 
be ſound religion; very heathens could ſay fo of their vertue, 
that ſheis deſirable for her (elf : how much more we of this? 
No other things are ſo ; they have their deſiredneſle, yet for 
that they arc in order ſerving to better ends, rather then for 
ought in themſelves. And as wiſdome it ſelfe uſually in 
Scripture is ſpoken of in this kinde, that ſhe is better then 
Rubies, the Topaze, the treaſures of the Eaſt, no gold 
is like her : ſois a good woman furniſh: wich this grace, 
more precious then all pearles. Even as aiſo an husband is z. 
births education, meanes and wealth, greatly conJuce to 4 
compleatneſle and contentment of marriage; but as for ma- 
king it happy and honourable,they reachir not : onely reli- 
gion can doe that. They are as the ſecond ſort of worthies 
of David, which attain'd not to the tirſt. Many daughters 
bave done well, bu: thou haſt the birth-right, and furmoun- 
teſt chem all. There 1s an honour of compl<men, and there's 
an honour of ſubſtance ; the former may ſtand in externals ; 
the latter oncly in religion. Sa/omons words will exprefle 


the point; That which 1s defirable in a man is his goodaeſle ; Prov.19.22. 


no man is praiſed for that which 1s out of him, but for that 
which is within him. Seco:.dly, there is nv compariton be- 
twixt thegraces of the minde, with outward abilities ; for 
the one is of abſolute neceſlity, the other aot. It being not 
abſolately neceſſiry,that a man ſhould be well bred or weal- 
thy : but its neceſſary that he be religious ; without the one 
he may live, and maintaine the honour of aurriage (chough 
in the other there 1s uſctulnefle) but without the other he 
cannot. Laſtly, in reſpec of the abſence of cither : better 
want 2 pound of the one (if want mult be) then a dram © 
the other. Wealth and parts willnot recompence the lacke 
of religion (for they are under it in their kinde : ) but ſhe can 
ſupply theirs with an hundred fold. The concluſion 1s,learn 
weto ſettle our judgements ſolidly npon this truth ; that fo 
our eye be not bleared with the falſe and erronious opini- 
ons of the world ; which (as in all other reſpe&ts, fo) ia this 
point, forſake the rule of ay” 24 vaine ſhadowes and = 
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linefſe ; and having embraced them all their life time, ſeek- 
ing in the creaturegthat which is not there tobe had : (ter as! 
apparell cannot feed, nor meat cloath, nor any thing ex- 
ceed his owne ſpheare ; ſo neither can beauty reach be-' 
yond that is in her, nor riches above that is in them: ) 
they cry out at laſt, taught by experience of fooles, we have 
loſt the body for the ſhadow, embraced vanity and for- 
ſfaken mercy : Al « vanity | Soit was at the firit, but yow 
ſaw it not. TR 

Thirdly, let this admonitſh us, to ſhun all delaſions and er- 
rours in this kinde, which might deſtroy the honour of mar- 
riage. Imagine not, that profit and pleaſure can doe the 
worke of honouring marriage. An Heathen could ſay, Theſe 
are but by-reſpedts in a lower. contra of friend{hip:: how 
much more here ? when ſweet and protit are once worne 
off, as the nap from the fine cloth,nothing remaines'behinde 
ſave thred-tarenefle : as when the leaves are blowne*off 
the roſe, nothing 15 left ſave the prickle. Not ſo here : for 
alttiough the begin with ſome ſoureneſſe, yet ſhe is durable 
and ou:laſting. Secondly, benot gulled with the ra{hnefſe 
of ſach brainſicxe ideots,.as thinke marriage to be magicke, 
that looke what detect fo ever there be in couples, yet mar- 
riage will accommodate all ſuddenly. Marry them (faith 
one) and all will doe well enough. Can marriage make 
all errou:s vaniſh?. Is any man fo mad as to thinke, that 
becauſe he hath a great famme to pay, therefore he may 
convey twenty flips into it, and 'not be diſcarded? ſhall 
not each peece come.to the weights? Surely that which 
in the ſeverall is naught, cannot doe well in the com- 

ound; Once (as our Englith ſtory mentions) there was 
im the Englith Court: a very ſweet Lady, called Iane- 
make-peace ;. winch no ſooner perceived any little difference 
among the Nobles or Courciers, . but ſhe would accord them 
preſently. But this. office is onely in-religious marriage,not 
marriage onely : .nay, rather marriages jll entred upon, are 


-commonly ſo farre from fweet accord, that rather after- 


ward they prove worſe; forthen doth the divell preſent 


-more baits of libeny, to an unbrideled heart, then - before. 
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The old ſpeech 1s, Magiſtracy makes 'not the man, but dif- 
covers what mettell is 1n him. Be not deceived, Gol is not 
mocked : as a manſowes, ſo ſhall he reape; of wheat, 
wheate ; of darnell, darnell; and he were mad who would 
looke fer other. Thirdly, neither let any thinke, that in un- 
equall marriages, the religious husband (as the ſtranger) 
may better adventure upon an irreligious wife, then a Chri- 
ſtian weman upon an husband of that ftraine : for my part, 
I haveſeene ſmall oddes in the bargaine ; Salomons words 
prove too true here, Vittory i not alway to the ſtrong : its ill 

apling by ftrong hand with an headitrong woman. She 
fhonld be the weaker veſſcll, but when ſhe is perverted, ſhe 
proves the ſtronger in miſchiefe. The ſum of all is,let none 
that feare Ged venture upon thoſe that doe not : and let all 
ſecke for their parts, to be in the Lord, before marriage. 
Above all, let ſecond marriages beware of adventuriag in 
this kinde, upen each other for advantage fake (an errour 
very rife in this kinde ) for enhanſing themſelves for jol- 
lity, and a bravcr and tuller life, then formerly they were 
content with : for it fals out commonly, that by one ap- 
pendant or other; as charge of children, perfidiouſn« {{: 
in the valuing of their eſtates, coſtlineſle of diet or ap- 
parell, or by ſome nnexpeted canker, waſting the apple 
at the core, God cuts their combe, fils their new hopes 
with new ſorrow, and makes them wiſh that they were = 
as they have bin,forfeiting all their felicity for naught. So 


nuch tor this. 
J or thi Ve 4, 
i 


The laſt Vie is Exhortation, to excite and perſwade all 
to marry 1n the Lord : an exhortation at all times neceflary : , 
but ſo ſpecially neceſſary in theſe gulling and cheating , 


dayes, that who ſo ſhould rej<& th's counſel], were worthy ;. vranches, 


to give it himſelfe too late, upon coltly experience. And 
truely I leſſe blame them, who are of good eſtate, fearing 
God, for their buying good wives , ty forſaking greater 
worldly contents ; which commonly are joyned with grea- 
ter perill (for great portions commonly goe with great ſto- 
macks, high ſpirits, coſtly faſhion”, .and great expences.) 


They therefore who can devy a little pompe,may buy much 
| G F peace, 
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Gal. 6.7, 
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Eecleſ 9.11, 
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The firſt ; 

Y utit mt 
redeeme hcr 
golden ſe afon 
tor this cn iy 
Epkel, 4.1 9. 


RecleC1 2.1, 


Mar.12.35. 


Luke 10.42. 


pexce, and redeeme both their owne and. their childrens 


Lafety, with alittle {elfe-demallin outward reſpeds,whens. 


as they are ſure to gaine it in ſpirituall. But I digreſſe not, 
Still I preſſe the point, Marry in the Lord : concerning the 
which, I would commend three duties to the well-affe&ed. 
The firſt concerning youth before their:entrance into this c- 
tate.The ſecond more cloſely concerning fach as purpoſe ts 
change their eſtate, The third concerning thein upon their 
contraQ. 

Touching the firſt, the dutie of yong ones growing up to- 
ward this eltate, 1s this, That they redeeme their golden op- 
portuniry of youth and ſingle life : improving all tuch helps 
either publique or private;all ſuch couaſelsof their ancients; 
all exataples of fuch as are commendable in this kinde,e{pe- 
cially any ſuch motions of the ſpirit in the ordinances, 
whereby they are inclined to ſceke the Lord to be their por» 
tion, in pardon and rice. Remember this is your ſeaſon of 
getting about you ſuch a ſtocke of proviſion, as may here- 
after{tand by you. This is your golden time; each period 
following will prove worſe downward, even brafle, iron, 
and clay. Marke hew the greater fort of youth dally out 
their precious time, never ſctting their hearts to Kemember 
their Creator in the dayes of their youth : but tolicke up the 
common ſcurfe of the times, to learne faſhions , comple- 
ments, carriage (which availe little for the maine) to ſtand 
npon their great births, portions or hopes, and 1o to live 
bravely, Bur hovw to be fit for ſuch a folemne change (I 
ſyeake not of dea:h (for that's out of thought, out of ſeaſon 
fo: youth) but of marriage, if God bring them to it ; that ſo 
on: of the treaſure which they have gotten, they may bring 
forth diretion,how to order themſelves,or make their eſtate 
honourable and comfortable, its furtheſt from their thought, 
What ? doe you heare, that the chiefe way to honour mar- 
r'age, 1s, entring with the Lord ? and doe you not conclude, 
that ſo weighty a matter will coſt you a great deale of pre- 
paring ? What ſhould you then doe beforehand ? Surcly, as 

our pareats are buſic about providing your pot tion (which 
IS thetr worke) fo,beyou bulied a better way, abouc that one 
thing 
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thing neceſſary, to get the pearle in the field, toſecke the 
Lord while that he may be found. Heathen Poets bring in 
Virgins upon the ſtage, profeſling that they take no choughit 
for their matches, they looke at modeſty and good report. 
Theleſfe you are buſied about things lefle needfull, the more 
may you attend that one thing, which ſhall never be taken 
fi om you. Except in theſe dayes of your youth, wherein each 
thing is fiveet, the maine worke be thonght of, the dayes are 
coming (and that perha»s long ere old age) of which you 
ſhall ſay, you have no pleaſure in ſuch objects : there may 


come a day of uncomfortable marriage, loſſes of eſtate,death gc... 


of husband,of wite,forrow of heart for your ill matching,and 
then how will you doe? Ts it not jult to ſuch, 4s ſet the cl.icte 
things behinde ? yes vently. 


Remember our Saviours words to Peter, Wren thou waſt John 21.18, 


yons, thax girdedſt thy ſelfe, aud went'ſt whither thou woulalt ; 
but when thou art old, anather ſhall 9rd thee, ard lead thee whi- 
ther thaw wouldeſt nor. Thou mayeſt (pertaps)meet with anun- 
picaſing girdle ; thy great charge of childcen,calling for thy 
care and maintenance ; the world trowning upon thee, and 


not anſwering thy hopes ; a rioton: and ſpend thrifty hu 


Y *,» » X . , 
band, or waſpiſh and untoward wite (tor fo it may be,when Sinele life noe 
thou haſt ſought the greateſt prevention of it, if God will ſo l:ke marrizge 


try thee) debts, diſeaſes, reproaches purſuing thee * in the bes "—- 


mote free 


midit of all theſc, little leiſure to waitupon the Ordinances, 
which ſhould infuſe theg ace of ſupport into thee : and per- 
haps (which js worſt) as ſinall an heart after it. Then, when 
all theſe have made thy life unpleaſant, and thy conſcience 


coming upon all, with a wo:ſeſtreame, and cau'ing an over- pea; p 
flow of forrow unto thee ; what ſhalt thou doe ? God hath rr... 


dealt righteauſly in it, becauſe thou contemneft all helpes in 
thy youth, and therefore 111 thy trouble, ſends theeto thy ido!l 
bcauty, money, Will, laughing at thy miſery : how wilt thou 
then wrh thou hadft but that former liberty ; ranred rheegto 
marry inthe Lord 7 Oh ! how cagerly are things loved, ont 
of their ſeaſon ? Alas ? the ſpirit blowes where ir lifts, time 
and tide muſt not ftaygnyon thee ; thou hadft fhemgand wou!- 
deft not uſe the watchwords thereof wifcly : why ſhould 


$Sh6 


| __CReDoIrnn—— EE ne 


John 3.9. 


47 


'ne of 


10.5. 


Mairimouial{ Hononr : or, 


Eſay 639,10. 


M:t.i2 45- 
Elay 57-17. 


The ſecond 
bran: h of Ex- 
hortation 4n 
m utiy particu 
lars, 


Duty ts 


the ſpirit any longer ſtrive with thee, but rather ſuffer thy 
failes to ſtand nil for ever? If this then be the time of gir- 
ding thy loynes with grace for time te coime,gird them with 
that precious girdle of knowledge, ſincerity, ſelfe-denyall, 
Faith, patience, and the like : learne to weare the yoke of 
God fromthy,youth, and it ſhall not piach thee in thine age. 
By this girding of thine owne ſoule, thou ſhalt be. fit to ad- 
mit of Gods unpleaſing girdles for time to come, crofles (it 
they come) ſhall befall thee in thine innocency, to as thou 
ſhalt know how to defray them, and the Lord ſhall be atfli- 
Red with thee in thy affiiftions, and teach thee how to pafle 
thy marriage with comfort. But if this counſell will doe 
thee no good, but perhaps thou haſt learned to doe as the 
world doth, that is, to welter in thy ſorrowes,and to beare 
them off with head and ſhoulders, ſo that thou canſt goc 
on through a ſecond, or a third marriage (if it fo fall out) 
with as g:acelefle an heart, as through the firft. Certain» 
1y, there remaines n othing for thee, ſave that thy end prove 
worſe then thy —_— becauſe thy troubles brought 
thee not upon thy knees for thy former finne, but ra- 
ther thou walkeſt on ſtill in the frowardneſſe of thine 
heart, 

I proceed to a ſecond duty,when thou 1ntendeſt a change; 
that 1s, beſure thou doe nothing raſhly, but uſe all poſlible 
wiſdome, that as thou haſt ſouzht the Lord, fo he would 
bring thee to a ſutable companion. A great worke, I grant, 
and thou wilt aske how it may be effected. I will labour to 


S. Ife-eeniall fatishe thy deſire with theſe adviſk s following. Firſt, deny thy 
andrrial what Fife, renounce that carnall wiſdome, preſumption and will 


Gods minde 
is 2bout cur 
eſt:re. 

Mart,16.24, 
1 Thc(.4,4-» 


of thine owne, which aſcribes ſo much to 1t (elfc,as if it nee- 
ded no advice : ſubmit thy ſelfe to the Lord, doe not at firſt 
kh thy ſelfe upon marriage by a neceflity of nature , or by 
cuſtome of the world, or becauſe yeeres require it, or out of 
baſe ends, to give way to thy luſt : but let jt be thy care to 
preſerve thy veſſell in holinefſe and honour :' abſtaine from 
all provocations to luſt, be much in prayer for a ſan&ificati- 

_ on of every age and conc1 10n oh life, perhaps ths Lord hath 
appointed thee a ſingle lite, which giay be much better = 

h ; taec 
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thee then marriage to honour God in ; perhaps thou art net a 
meet man for marriage;but it would prove incommodious for 
thee : however, its thy duty to try what God hath for thee 
in ſtore, and many repent them for their yeelding to the firſt 
pangs of unbrideled youth, and wiſh they had not given 
way ſoſoone to an 1mpotent humour ; nay, many who at 
the firſt intended no other ſave marriage, yet by their more 
wary and temperate diet ompany,and byſubduing their fleſh 
by faſting and prayer, meditation, and cloſe attendance of yu.z1.17, 
ſtudy, calling, or the ordinances of God, have obtained ſuch 
a gift of chaſtity, that they ſee it is rather the way of God, 
they ſhiould not marry *. There are ſome (faith our Savi- 
ouc.) who are Eunuches borne : marriage were a ſnare to 
ſuch(notwith(tanding their frothy concupiſcence)and ſome 
have made themlſclves ſo for the kingdome of heaven. Cha- Mat-Iyg. 12. 
ſity is a peculiar gift of God, all will grant ; andGod will 
have it appeare in ſome, that grace hath more ſtrength then 
nature hath, as againft luſts, ſo above lawfull liberties : and 
he who adviſeth continence to ſome, in times of danger, ef- « Cor. y.t, 
pecially in which marriage might prove a clogge; an4 other- 
wiſe alſo for a more cloſe cleaving to God, without marri- 
age diſtraions ; there is no doubt, but he hath grace ſata- 
ble to frame ſome men and women, for this very purpoſe. 1 Cor.s.y. 
And ſure it is, where ſuch a gift js, Gods highly honoured @,,jnency 
withthe pure and undivided ſpirit of ſuch as ſerve himin that being a gift 
condicion. * Therefore all due meanes muſt be uſed for the of G:d, maſt 
attaining of it, till the minde of God be knowne in this Þc ſought for. 
kinde ; and no inan ought to foreftall providence in that re- * =7+35: 
ſpe& :; weigh well thy itrength or thy weakneſſe in the bal- 
lance, lay before thee the burdens and ſervice of marriage; 
thy bodily or ſpirituall abilities or imperfetions, play not 
the part of a foole, to ſay after marriage, I never thought it 
ſuch a ſtate, I ſee now I am not meet for it : that ſhould have 
bin thought of before : informe thy ſelfe duly of the conve- 
niences and inconveniences of each condition,the ſingle and 
the married ; and wkenall is done, if God incline thee to a 
private ſtate, reſerve thy ſclfe to it ; 1 fay not to thee, vowe 
It, for who knowes but thy minde and boy may alter, and yy, ,,. oc 
require a change ? but ſo long as by thy abſtinence from all gogle 1ifew = 
provocations, and watchfull eye over. thy ſclfe, thou canlt ranted. 
H keepe 
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keepe thy ſclfe chifte,and prove it by the contentation of thy 
ſpirit, without noyſomenefle, and negle&t of the duties of thy 
place: thon maiſt gather the will of God by the figne, and 
{o thou art to yeeld thy ſelfe to a finglelife;wherein although 
there cannot but fall out ſome petty diſcommoditics (in ſome 
kinde) yet they ought to be digeſted meckely, for the avoy- 
ding of worſe, and the attaining of the berefit of a ſingle 
eſtate. For when God is in a Condition, that ſhall be tole- 
rable to one, which would be buzdenſomme to another ;< and 
there is noſtate wholly free from trouble in this world, one- 
. Iy that is tobe embraced (as neere as ve can) which is free 
from the moſt. And having once underſtood the way of God, 
goe not out of. it wilfully, nor dally not with him, in ſuch 
weighty purpoſes : if it pleaſe him to alterthy minde, thou 
ſhalt underſtand it by fignes eaſily, and maiſt without ſinne, 
follow hun,ſo thy ſinne be not acceſlary. So much for the firjt 
counſell, which [ deſire may be conceived of diſfcreetly,1nd 
not miſtaken. 
The ſecond, Then ſccondly, if notwithſtanding this triall, thou ſha!t 
Sound jucg*: finde, that God hath alotted marriage to thee, know, its a 
ment,andſub- 1 11 condition of lite, be reſolved it is fo, be not ſnared 
duing ofare . I - ſ 
bcllicus heart, With feare, melancholy, or any diſtemper ; although it be 
Joyned with many troubles, yet they ſhall be the leſſer when 
God tels thee, its bett, and thy gaine ſhall be above thy loſie ; 
caſt thy ſelfe upon the ordinance in ſuch a»cafe, to make it 
ſweet. - And thcretore prepare thy felfe for it, deny thine 
owne rebellion, pride, paſlions, will and luſt ; know that 
marriage 15 no itate (as many thinke) of licenciouſnefle, to 
live at eaſe, and as a min liſt. They who are of that mjnde, 
neede no other plague then their owne errour to vexe then, 
when they meet with the contrary. No, no, this eſtate 1s 
not for an untamed heifer : as ſoon maylt thou force'an Vni- 
Job39.9,10. co:neto plow-with thy Oxen, as thy rude fpirit to draw in 
the yoke of marriage. Learne therefore ſelf-deniall bctimes 
(its as cfſentiall tor a married life as for a ſingle) humility 
and wifdome, and how hardly this hard Theme will be hand- 
Id, till the heart be ſubdued and meekened before. For 
all. unbroken ones are like to finde ſorrow in the fleſh, 
| doudle 
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double and treble. If it be ſo 1n the greene tree, how much 1 Cor.7.38. 


more in the dry ? If it be unayaydatle to the beſt, how 


much more to them whe ſceke it? $o much for the ſe- Luke 33.21. 


cond. | 


Thirdly, be warned againſt the common diſeaſe beth of Duy ;. 


crrour and praftice, which hath overflowed the world, and Ecror of the 
ſo bleared the eyes of men, that they can ſce nothing, ſave * 


Lo 


. the outſides of things. Suffer not beauty, breeding, portion, 
perſonage, education, with complementall behaviour, faſhi- 
onableneſle, aud the like, fo to bribe thy judgement, and fore- 
{tall thine afteAt1ons, that religion ſhould cuine too late, and 
be thruſt out from comultation. Beware of covetouſnefle, 
pride of life and jollity, ambitious and aſpiring thwehts, 
to count none Meet tor thee, ſave ſuch as are tranſcendent. 
The world is now a dayes become a great (ſnare; each yong 
one, (carce out of the thcll, tickles himſclfe with the propo- 
fall of great hopes to kunſelte, and telling kim, His fortunes 
are great, and he may marry in \o and to high a degree, and 
what is ſo high but his hopes may equall? And thus, not 
looking at his bate beginnings, and unlikelihoods of any 
thing, but puthng up hunſelfe with ofters, with conceit of 
his owne worth, he growes to thinke the world toonarrow 
to Chaſe 1n. - And never, 1 thinke, was tt e ſpirit of the males 
{ex ſo vaſt, as in this age, wherein the multitude of the fe- 
male fcxc, and the contempt thereof, hath brought it to paſle, 
that every boy new out of his prentithip, values himſelfe by 
the ſcores and hundreths, although ſcarce worth a groat be- 
ſides is qccupation- And the moſt men. deeme none, be 
they never fo religious (which in our Fathers dayes would 
have bin counted rich matches)fair or good enough for him, 
except beauty and wealth 1n an higher degree then conmen 
make them 10. Inſfoumuch, that exccpt parents overſtraine 
and halte exhauſt themſelves to dowre their daughters, be 
they otherwiſc never fo yell brought ap and- deſerving, they 
lye by as no body. 


But what? will ſome ſay, Doe yeu envie our lot to be bet= Lucf. 


ter now, then in former tunes? or is it unlawfull to marry 


to wealthy ones, anyl our betterg? I anſwer. If God lay out A»/w. 


H 2 a por- 
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a portion for you, (without your politicke ambitious ſeek- 

ing) and ſuch an one, as whoſe portion in grace equals her 

cſtate, yea ſuch asin j 7 ph defire you for your religi- 
on, althongh you are inferiour otherwiſe,. I deny not,: but: 

(friends conſenting) it is lawfull ; God hath brought ſach 

a vantage to your hands. But what is this to mens covetous 

and proud defires? As one once {aid of his ſecond match, I 

will now have a gallant, whatſoever 1t coft- me; and ſo he 

had fuch a one as he fancied. But by that time he had win- 

tred and ſummered her a while,. his bladder was ſo prickt, 

that he ſally wiſht he had one of his former wives fiſe and 

faſhion, as plaine as he then thought her to be. I conclude 

thus, overwcene not your ſelves (when there is little worth 

1n you) to equall the meaneſt women, or husbands ; but mo- 

derate ycur ſpirits, and marry. in the Lord.. Nothing hinders 

but the Lord and outward mcanes may concurre (as the caſe: 

may ſtand) and then the queſtion is ended. But if it be fo,that 

a match ot 500. pounds be offred with the Lord, and another 

of ſeven or eight hundreth without him, or at leaft, without 

any apparent Lopes ef him, what then ſhall be done ?- I an- 

{wer, other conditions being concurrent in any tolerable 

proportion, deſpiſe the greater offer, and take the leſſer, 

counting the miſe of thy gaine happy, and the gaine of her 

grace withrhat lofſe, more Eappy. Buy thy wif- in ſuch a 

Grace muſt be caſc, if thou be wiſe, and let it appeare, that Gods cracles 
preferd to. are notyes With thee. If her price be above pearles, I trow, 
pon = thou who wilt not part with a little gold or ſilver for it, art 
>* well worthy, for thy betraying her for a little pelfe,to betray 
thy ſelte to forrow ; and to have bag and baggage and all. 

Tell me, in what marquet couldeſt thou trathique ſo well, as 

to gaine a pearle for a little ſilver ? doubtleſſe, thy ſilver 

would not recomperce thy lofle, it thou ſhouldelſt  chuſe it, 

with a faire lefle bargaine. Tae times have bin, wherein 

the man was to bring a dowry to the woman(thoughlI think 

3:54 .25.18. they held not long) 1 am ſure Chriſts marriage is tuch to his 
beloved : ) thinke thy ſclfe tobe the man, and aske thy ſclfe, 

f not what thou wouldeſt give, yet what thou wouldeſt for- 
goc for a good companion? I thinke the dayes were woree 
wp , 
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fo rare for marriages in this kinde, as naw : and yet the ſor- Geod marri-. 
rowfull fruit of the contrary, ſhould bring this choyce into '8*5 mult be 
date againe. Its a cuſtome (we know)for men ambitious to *2%8Þte 
buy honour, rather then want it, yea, glad they are, if they 
can ſo come by it. Do you ſo. Marriage is honourable: buy 
it whatſoever 1t cet you, and be glad you can get it ſo. Let 
bad cuſtomes be no preſcriptions, and ſet a goed oneagainſt 
a bad. | 

Fourthly, let the Lord be much ſolicited by prayer both The fourth : 
ordinary and extraordinary for this bleiling : beg hard for pray hard for 
it, rather then want. I ſaid before, pay for it, and now I me marri- 
adde, pray for it, pay and pray too, and thinke it worth it. = A. ang 
Let the Lord ſee that your ſoule js deepely in love with it, Oy 
and wili not be denied, ſeeke to honour him for ever for it, 
and count it not every mans Caſe; and you ſhall ſee;what an- 
{wer he will make you. If prayer will not get it, try if im- 
portunity will prevaile : come for a wife as ſhe Afar. 15. Mat 15.18, 
came for ker daughter, and refuſe any nay, this is the way 
togetit: God will grant it thee, rather then be wearied 
(and yet he loves it) with 1importunity. Either God will 
heare you, orelſe give you a reaſon which thall ſatisfie you : 
Which I adde, becauſe I beleeve that exceeding good marr1- 
age were not good for ſome that ſecke it ; it would pufte 
them up and hurt them ; they rather need exercifing marri- 
ages. But this know, God will not part with his jewels ſo- 
ealily, as not to be ſought to for them : this blelling is lice to 
that, Ezek. 36. whichrhe Lord fo promiſed to give his peo--y, .6emq 
ple, as yet he would b- ſought too by them for it. Cominic Rn 
thy way to Ichova, a id he ſhall effe& it. If thy wife be to. PC.l.z7.5. 
thee as Samuel! was a ſonne to Hannab,a wife of prayer,hou 1 Sam 1,27, 
maiſt the more rejoyce in her, and fy wich {acob, Loe the Gen,,x.s. 
wife which the Lord in mercy hath given his ſervant. To the pure Tj.z,cq, 
all are pure : cach gift is ſanCtified by prayer: clſe, if thou 
doe onely lizht well by accident, as Nabal upon Abigail,ſhe , 5, 25.1; 
ſhall be but a dry moricll to thee, without favour or favour : 
thou ſhalt finde her as he did, a ſnare to thee,an helplefic hel- 
per (God depriying thee of theſtafte of bread,the true good 
ef a good iwitc) not only a ye pit, but even an encreaſe of 


thy 


— 
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 thy/judgement. It is ſaid Abraham called Eliezer his ſer- 

vant, inthis weighty buſinefle of chuſing a wite for his-fon 

1ſacc,oidding him to put his hand under his thigh : (a ſolemn 

adjuration) for aſſurance, that he would not chuſe him an 

heatheniſh wife, but one of Te&-ahs family (the beſt which 

then could be had,though not as it ought) beyoad the river : 

how much more oughteſt thou to put thy hand under the 

Lords, in this caſe of thine owne marriage, vowing, that if 

he will provide a Rebecca for thee,and make thy voyage pro- 

{>erous, thon wilt diſcerne as reall a providence as Eliezcr 

{aw in meeting of her at the well. Is there never a wife for 

Judg.tg.z, thee ({aid the parents of S4wp/or ) but thou mult needs goe 

: among the uncircumcifed ? Vow 1t, that it God will be- 

truſt thee with one that 1s religious, though another ſhould 

be laid againlt her, yet thy load-ſtone weuld draw the 
former. | 

Fittly, adde hereto the advice of the meſt judicious and 

impartiall friends, that thou canft come by : tor though two 


Du'y 5. 
tadvicc of the 
mf judtifzo 5 


3nd 1mpirtial} EYES ATE too few, yet he that will adviſe in this caſe, muſt 
fri- nds requi= on2ly Judge with one, that 1s, a ſingle eye, and looke but, 
ſize for £094 one way. Sach is the ſubtilty of ſucours now a dayes, that 


mair123*% _thoughtheir merit be never ſo ſmall, yet they will to goe to 


worke, that their credit ſhall be good ; foreſtalling the truth 

by their intereſt, either in a good Miniſter, er man of note : 

if they be but morall, they will engage them by gifs : if re- 

lijeions, by ſeeming devotion, to thinke well of them. Its a 

' ſad thing to thinke, what bad matches have bin made by the 

inediation of the beſt men ; being firſt deluded. Alas ! how 

Ealie 15 1t, to Make Charity and credulity to be on mens ſt{es? 

the belt have bin deceived about this buinefle, But the third 

perſon (who neither ſoweth nor moweth by the bargaine) 

1s fitter to judge of this game, then parties are. And be afſu- 

red that true 1ntelli gencels not eaſily come by, in theſe in- 
tcrblend'ng dayes : yet, as 1 have ſaid, thou haſt a promile, 
ara: that God will hide no ſecret from thee, if thou be his friend ; 
' © ſothat thou doſt rot pervert thine owne way, and {tumble 

at the cftence which thou Jayeſt befare thy {clfe : to thinke 

1 Sam.16.6, with-erring Samrel, that the annointed of the Lord is before 
hun, 
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him, when its no ſuch thing, but thy carnall conceit : we 
eaſily beleeve that to be, which we would have tobe. The 
judgement of the Church, either is infallible in this kinde, 
or clſe its ſafer erring withit, then hitting well without it. 
Great is the coſenage of diſſembling parties, when they ſet 
themſelves to ſale , by religious ſemblance. Machiavels max- 
me 1S all in all, viz. ſoundnefle of religion is ditficult to be 
had, and quits not the coſt in the worlds cfteeme : ſhewes 
. are eaſie, and will ſerve the turne even as well. Hence it ts, 
that few walke humbly and plainly, moſt are content with 
ſhewes. As that Scholler of Cambridge faid, If I may get 
my degree, I have that I came for ; let learning goe where 
it will : ſo theſe, I am now upon fale hill, it I be once ſold, 
I have enough. And I ſhould offend mary hond{t hearts, if 
I ſhould diſcover what I know touching the humours of 
ſome malecontentsin this kinde, eſpecially of the female 
ſexe, baſely pretending that their conſctence 1s the ground, 
whereas its but a ſtalking-horlſe, ſerving to ſcrue themſelves 
into ſome good opinion for marriage : whereas, their turnes 

not being {crved, but their ends crofled, they have bewray- 

ed theml\clves in their colours, to be but counterfeits. A 

ſpirit for the nonce, .is ncedfull 1h this diſcerning worke ; 

therefore let inquifition be narrow and wife, among then 

thatare neither neereſt the blood, nor to the advantage, by 

{nch a match. 

Sixtly, be very obſervative and caretull in your mu:uall Days. 
parlies together, to marke the ſpirits of each ocher, having 2 {-rving the 
firſt begged of God an underſtanding heart. The care (faith ft *5 oferh 
Elihe ) trieth words, as the furnace doth mettals ; the toole ak 
beleeves every thing, buc the wite ponder ſayings. So doe mirry wm; 
you. And as I 1aid of the hcl>ec of other mens eyes and wits ; Lo, 
Eſtabliſh thy thoughts by counſ-1!, for in the 1aaltitude of J2® 34 3: 
counce)lours there is peace: io 1 fay to your f.lves, trutt "s—jx 
not fo to others, 4S to put and dafh o it your OWne Cyes and 'þ g & 
braines ; but conſult wit! wildomes oracle, and aske it of © 
him who gives and up: raides ro, There is a ſiirit in man, 
bnt the inſpiration of the Almighty gives underſtanding :; 
as Paul \aith, the ſpirituall man judgerh of ajl things, and 1 Cor. 2.15. 

1s 
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is judged of none ; ſo here ; onely adde this,They who have 


bin very wiſe in and for others, yet in their owne caſe, and 
this of affeQtion eſpecially, have failed much ; and the pro- 
verbe 1s verified here, Once, all men have doted. Put diff- 
rence therefore betweene ſmooth words and neat paſlages 
of wit, or conceits that come onely from the braine,and be- 
tweene ſound grounds planted inthe heart. Out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth will ſpeake, to a wiſe hearer, 
Its hard for a barren heart to difſemble truitfulneſſe, or for a 
well-ſeafonedto ſeeme unſavory. Queſtion each with other, 
not concerning perſons, but things : not about preachers or 
Sermons, or duties of religion, or eircumſtances oncly of a- 
buſcs and corruptions of time : ( for who is t1ot up to the 


- eares in this now adayes? ) but concerning the reall worke 


of the Word by name, how the Law hath quelled a proud 
heart,and ſtopt the courſe thereof in evill : how it is brought 
ſo low and toſucha tameneſle, as to crouch to God for the 


.crums that fail from his table : to be low in ter ſelfe, and lay 


aſide all ker ornaments, glad to be equallto them of low de- 
gree, and the like. Looke not at the giits of each other, but 
try whether a meane opinion of our ſelves encreaſeth, as 
knowledge encreaſeth : aske each other, what the nature of 
a promiſe is, wherein the nature and life of faith conſiſts. 
Alſo, how faith purifies the heart, kils the ſtrongeſt luſts and 
paſſions, quickens the heart by a principle to all holineſſe, 
meekneſle, patience, mercy to the diſtrefſed, and ſorrow tor 
the ſinnes of others. If theſe ſeeds be planted in the ſpirit, 
they will ſubdue it unto God ; yea, they will ſet a rew frame 
within, and mike the countenance to ſhine. And whereas 
its o&jected, few can fo fully fatisfie themſelves in the de- 
grees of eaCh others grace. I auſwcr : try the ſubſtance,and 
let degrees appeare in time, its well if grace in youth can 
creepe, though 1t cannot goe (though the forwarder ir 1s the 
better) :f in the want of great meaſure, yet the favour of 
theſe things breake forth out of the cloud ; and where baſh- 
fulnefle and modeſty is the veile to cover ſome graces, their 
fincouncly parts be clothed with the more honour. I know 
no better care-marks to chuſe goad couples by, then humi- 

lity 
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lity and modeſty.Deſpiſe not a little,if theſe two be,for(as the 
Prophet ſaith,) Thereis a bleſfing in it. Obſerve alſo hew 
providence ſ{wayeth your mindes, to or againlt each ether; 
obſerve cach ethers diſpoſition, parts, naturaltguiſes;and be- 
haviour ; that which one thinks comely,another diftafts,xnd 
ſome diſproportion and unſympathy herein, may cauſe reli- 
gion to be meanly thought of. And tocnd, remember that 
this buſlinefſe borders much wpon the ontward man ; beware 
therefore that neither outward defects doe weaken,nor their 
abilities doe ferſtall thy judgement cither way, from the 
duc weighing of the beſt things in the ballance, to or fra, 
Slight defects will ſoone be ſupplied by relpony where love 
is ent;xe , but want of religion is not cafily recompenced 
with externals : be wiſe not to ſtumble teo muck at the 
former ; neither let heat of affeRion ſnare and couſen thee 
in thelatter. So much fer the meanes to be uſed for marrying 
in the Lord. 


Eſlay 65 8. 
Zach.4.10. 


And te this iffue pertaines all this diſcourſe: therefore ſtill £1. 
I ſo cenclude, as I began. And becauſe no bad marriage be- this ſecond 
fals any, where the husbands finne is not ckiefe, either be- duty. 


cauſe himſelfe is bad,or erreth in judging the wite :(the wo- 


man having onely a refuſing voyce, not a chuſing, but the The man hath 
man having the prerogative of choice, as the leader of the *b< [ending 


buſineſle : ) therefore let the man eſpecially looke:to him- 
{elfe. Its not for the modeſty of the. womans ſexe, to play 


hand, there. 
fore ought co 
be wary, 


the ſuitour, to put forth her ſelfe towards the man, but to W omen wo- 
wait till God offer ker an objec of conſideration : and I ſel- ers threaten 
dome have neted matches very ſuccesfull in this kinde. I re- + 


member the anſwer of a wiſe man to a Gentle woman, whick 
told him, ſhe could love him before avy man : he anſwered 
her,but of al others,I dare not venture upon you for my wife. 
He confidere\, that ſuch pangs in that humorous ſex cannot 
come frem judgement, becauſe they thwart an ordinance : 
and as a ſudden torrent of paſſion or heat cauſcth them, ſo 
they ſuddenly fall as faſt, and leave the channell dry : when 
the kumeur is over, then coole blood ſucceeds, and checks 
the party for raſhncfle, workes a diſlike of the choice, and a 
very indifcrent ſpirit to the husband ; thinking hum to be 

I too 
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toe meane forthem ; and fo little joying 'in him, waxin 

darke, and farre from that ſweet temper of amity and ſabjc- 
Rion which a wife ſhould bewray.: Therefore ye husbands 
be not gulied witheaſie matches; they are not ſo eaſie to for- 
goe asto get : the furtheſt way about, is the neereſt way 
home. There 3s a pleaſingnefle in ſhew, to be fancicd by a 
woman, to be offred that eftate which I could never have 
expececd : but when ail ss ſaidthat can be, it is too caſie to 
prove happy : what it may prove I cannot ſay, but fince its 
not of God, and1s againft the modeſty of that ſex, I can ſee 


* nogreat hopeof it, This by the way. I end my cou:ſell 


with a rwo-totd queſtion. -One is this : if (fay ſome) we ſtay 
till thefe ehotce marriagesbe offted 'us, wo may wrong onr 
hopes, paſſing thetime of our virginity ard youth vainly a- 
way. To whoml fay (Ipeake ro none in this kinde ſave 
to the rehgions ; let the reft move in their ewne ſ»heare : } 
commit thy way to Ichovah,and he will effeR it:where there 
is ttuth of grace, it:carnenlye hid ; ſome way or other the 
Lord fthall provide, and the laboaer of thy love ſhall not be 
concealed : feare nat the worlds feares, cry not a confede- 
racy, where they cry it; but wait, and there will alway be 
ſome. men, who will: be as jealous as wothen, 'to plenge 
thermſcives ihta a-crofle: thartiage, as glad of thee as thot 


of hin: its a reciprocal cafe, and hee who beleeves, 


makes no more haſte thet! good ſpeed. Thy worth ſhall 
breake ont as the light, and thy patience and: modeſty as the 
nooneday. 20 735} 

- Andrthet is, whether ſhould we-goe to finde eut'fnch? for 


we fecithe families off fach as had# a name' of religion, are 


now degenerate,and emptYyof fach choice. Notte doe more 
degenerate to pride,vanity and prophanen-fe,thetithe chil- 
dren of many Miniſters and profefſonts, which have bin re- 
}1gzous ; yea, many«ownes anciently of noe for ſreh,yet are 
now. become as barren as any other. To whom I anfwer : 
whLentke people came -and tvld Samwel, that his children 
walked not in his waves, 1t was net {© much from any of- 
fence at their ſinne, as tor their owne ends, to make them a 
King : many upbraid good families, becauſe they are wil- 

lng 
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ling! to balke them, and to looke otherwhere. Sure Ii am; 
that families are not {> wanting of goo matches, as the 


good matches who are in them are diſregarded. Buit fur- 
ther, be it true, Gods rules are ſleighted in all places now a 
dayes, and religion was never thicker fowne, nor come up 
thinner then now : what wonder, 16 {inne carry. this duty 
downe the ſtreame of contempt, as well as others ?;yet I lay, 
is religion gone quite out of all families? Though it be en- 
tailed to no one, yet cannot free grace plant it ſelfe where it 
liſteth ? if itleave one, can it not chuſe another ? religion 
(for ought I ſee) may lye long enough,except exceſle of pars 
tion ſmell her out. Oh! follow not the ftreame, conforme 
not to the faſhion of this world : Gud is tyed to no places, 


tamilies, congregations, he is no accepter of pec{012s ; vnt jn 


all places where his name 15 feareq and called upon, there 


will he bleſſe. Such ſhall not need to diſtrait Jod : hee 
makes none a ſonne of Abraham, but he makes a dino oy 
ade tacm Gut 
and having fo done, preferre pewles before piboles, and* clin 
Lord ſhall bring the good to the good, for h® is a Gol ot ., 


of Abraham alſo meet for him; uſe meanes to ti 


order, not of confuſion. 


Put will ſome fay, perhaps we have fonrd, out 's Gefigl,, 


but its in a dunghill : a good husband or wife, but "the" pa- 
rents bad, the kindred 'bad, an41 no encouragement to pro- 
cced. I anſwer: as a bad wife 1s never the berter, | 
graced with a good : fo neicher ought a chotee ether \wite 
or husband be roo-mnch (allied by x bad feamtly': ts their ill 
lot to be fo, but that grace that made Lot 'emmently-good, 
Noah excellently righteous in their finfoll times, dorh even 
more abundantly requite that blemiſh, -with the ſele& reli- 
9'on of ſome one among them. T blame'noman, if wich a 
m90d wite he would be glad to'many to/a good family an l 
ſtocke ; but in anotherrefiet, I wonld account thit grace: 
which 1s unſtained with fo much ill, being in'the midit of 
it, more approved and tried with the touchſtone, 'then tha: 
yhich growes up together with the grace of 'a family, tc 
company. Its ſome grace to a Lilly to grow among thor!'s ; 
and a Roſe looks the more beantifull among thultles : cont! 
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ries ſet one againſt another, are the ' more. orient. I ſhould 
net refuſe a truly vertuous companion for this cante. And this 
be ſaid of the ſecend maine rule,: for fuch as. arc upon. en- 
; trance of marriage. I gae to the third. 
The third du- The third dutie concernes the two: parties, after. their 
Nike Contra, 252. toſpendthat ſpace betweene it and:inarriage 
contri ang (aS a More due and ſolemn ſcaſon)for a preparation of them- 
the marriage, felves to the eftate and converſation. of marriage to: com: 
nece flary, But becauſe I foreſee that the Reader will expe that ſome- 
what be ſaid in. this Treatiſe, touching a Contra : I will 
therefore mn this third-advice till 1 comero that argu- 
mentin the fift chapter; at the end thereof... Thus much tor 
this Chapter. | 


Caas. 2 


The ſecondrequ ſite unto a good entrance, viz. aptneſſe 


or [us 1bleweſ[e. 


The ſecond N OW thenI cometo the ſecond generall thing, perti- 

=” oY nent to good entrance, and that is, to marry aptly .in the 
genera "_ k 1 

rrance,is,ro Lord; thatis, to Joyne all circumſtances of equality and ſu, 

mury aptly. tablenefle to religion. And in this (as I conceive) as well as 

Gen,z.t8. the former, conlifts the entry upon an happy and henoura- 

ble marriage. It is not for nothing,that the Lord brought A- 

4am a meet helper for him; that is, not onely one created in 

the ſame image of holinefle as he ; but made of himſclte,fleſk 

of his fleſh, and bone of his bone : woman of man, cquall to 

him in dignity ; not of his head, nor his feet or lower parts, 

but of his fides and ribs, in token of one that was te fide with 

him, and agree with himin the married eſtate. The Apo- 

file uſeth a phraſe about husband and wife, the which 1s 

195-7:35- tranſlated thus [| For chat which s comely ; 7 the originall werd 

| * an equall ſiding, or fitting cleſe to the fide, with comeli- 

. nefſe : fo ſhouldit be with the matried ; there ſhould be ſuch 

| an aptneſle in the Choice (fo farre as may be) that the _ 

might 
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might ſeeme to be a true * fellow in the yoke, well met (as * ] *g#-4. 


we ſay) and ſutable each to other. Hence marriage is called 


a MatCh, to fignitie, that couples ſhould be peeres, and like 
each other, true matches. Otherwiſc, a manifeft diſpropor- 
tion cauſes not onely a tulſomencſle, in the juigement of 0- 
thers, but to the affections of each other. And this the Lord 
would have us take notice of, as foreſecing the incvitable in- 
conveniences, which muſt needs follow upon miſmatched 
couples. Cattle of uneven cize and Cre lend and pro- 
portion draw very ill in one yoke, and untowardly. This I 
adde, leſt any ſhould miſtake my former ſpeech, v/z. That 
religion 1s the true levell of all other inequalities. I meant 
this, thatif it be the lot of any to enter marriage uncqually, 
then there being religion to moderate, it will make a better 
levell then any other thing can, when religion is abſent. I 
did not jultihe unequality but accommodate it, when it 1s. 
Here I adde moreover, that when other conditions and re- 
ſpeds are uncquallin any great degree, religion can doe no 
mere then ſhe can doe. Marriage conliſts of a carnall peece 
one Way, aS well as a religious another way ; and we may 
ſay of it asof the belly,fhe hath no eares.\When T ſay,the un- 
equality of couples isapparant, it is as the claſhing of aglaſlic 
bedy againſt a greſcr metall. When a poore party meets 
with a rich, a well-bred one with a rude and illiberall, a 
curteous With a froward, a bountifull with a miſerly, a no- 
ble with a baſe; one from the Court with anether = the 
cart ur the ſhop ; a proper and perſonable, with a deformed, 
crooked or dwarfe , what a diſproportiondoth it cauſe,and 
a kinde of leathſomnefſe 2 We ſay of the ſame body that its 
an uncomely ſight to behold a ſweet face, and a crooked 
backe: if it be ſuch a jacre in the ſame, hew much more 
in two perſons, which can better view cach other behinde 
and before, then the ſaine eye can ſce her owne crooked- 
nefle ? 'but eſpecially when two religious ones meet, the 
one whoſe diſpoſition lyes on the left hand, to freward- 
nefle, melancholy, ſullenneſſe , teachinefle in an eminent 
degree; the ether's to mecknefle, curteſie and amiable- 
ncfſe ; what a continuall vexation 15S it? what a diſcord 
3-4 of 
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of ſounls doth this cauſe ? An inſtrument out of tune, un- 
apt to play upon, diſtempereth each leſſon, and diſpleaſeth 
EVCry care. 

But here ariſeth a queſtion, How we ſhall judge of un- 
aptneſſe ? None are ſo unapt, but they can alledge one thing 
or other for themſelves. Old women rnarrying yong men, 
jaſtifie themſelves by this, that = will maintaine their huſ- 
bands, and that ſhall make up the flaw, and levels that val- 
ley. Deformed ones marrying faire or perſonable, alledge, 
they are penny white : and kitching-maids marrying Gen- 
tlemen, may ſay, They are goq1 nurſes, and deny themſelves 
as much another way. To all which I anſwer and affirme, 
that none provide for the honour of marriage,ſave thoſe who 
provide againſt the ſtaine and diſhonourot unapt marriage. 
And yet I mult adde, that when I urge aptneſſe, I urge it not 
in ſo arithmeticall and ſtr1& a proportion, and in every point 
of aptneſle, as it elſe it might be no marriage. There is a 
diflimilitute in the ſame kinde, which is no diſpropor:ion in 
a divers kinde : and there is a diſcord of tones in the mol} 
exact mulicke, making it molt pleating,beeauſe {till its with- 
in the kinde. I julge not one unzquall to another in birth, 
becauſe the faſhion of the one fs a litthe lower ; but by dit- 
proportion of degree, when gentle murry baſe ; noble, hono- 
rible, wo: ſhipfull marry 1gnoble, and under themſelves in 
the whole kinde. Eli, as the roundnefle of the cath recom- 
penceth this or'that particular unevenneſſe ; fo may marri- 
agelevcil peity uneqmilitics. And to this, that inequality 
doth nor away follow ſome Ccontrarietics of temper, ex- 
covet they be inch as inferrea naturall difttaſte of each other : 
as for example, nothing hinders why there may not be ſweet 
accoid hetwwern a very provident wife matchr with an im- 
provid m tr bant,when the husband counts that gift a ſup- 


ly of his defect ; becauſe its onely a defe& in accident or 
quzlity, not rewl., Difference alſo if eſtates, may cauſe a 
krnde of neceitity of difproportion. It fils out that ſome 
in» ireorcactcof brameleffens the repute of a Gentlc- 
min welldelcended; this difadieth his hopes of any. grcar 
Barrage, Shall one detect inferre a worle, a deprivall of 


marriage 
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marriage wholly ? no verily, a woman much inferijour to him 
in birth and meanes, or yceres, ſhould yet be thought a very 
good, yea apt matCh for ſuch an one, and that with reputati- 
on and honour to her hamility, if ſhe be faithfull. A gaine, a 
man hath by a former venture, a great charge of children, 
which are like to lye upon the hand of a ſecond wife, toth 
for education and attendance ; inſach a caſe, a woman of 
an hundred or two hundred pounds worth, who is willing to 
requite that defe& with love and patinfulneſle (being other- 
witc competent for her honeſt parentage and ftaihion of 
life,) may be as equall a match, 2s perhaps one of a thouſand 
poand eſtate, without that encumorance. Againe, 11 the 
judgement of men, defe& of honour may ſomctimes be re- 
compenced with wealth and cltate * as it a tan nobly de- 
{ceaded, yet growne to meanc eſtate, hath nced of ſuch a 
ſupply, though perhaps he faile of ſome degree of the other : 
I fay, it both concur, its beſt ; but if the detect doe iye in ho- 
nor, it may be equalled with eſtate ; and it were a fhaine for 
honour toquarrell with ſach a wite for uncqualneſle;tor then 
may ſhe ſay, ſhe hath bought her honour at a fad rate,and up- 
on deare tearmes. 

Befides, it fals out, that two marry, the one a man whom \F,,. ex-.c;. 
preſent honour and favour with his Prince hath advanced ». s, | 
beyond the ranke of his family ; or perhaps, Lonoar hath 
gone along with ſwitter pace toward him, then with ſome 
other honſe, who yet may be as honourable 11 times paſt,and 
more ancient, then they are preſently, though not wich ſuch 
titles: if now the one match with the ocher, ſhall preſent 
honour conteſt with ſuch an one as inferiour ? No ſure, if 
theroot be as good, the match 1s not unequall. Laitly, 1n 
Cale of pertecution for religion, or of going VOyages of hay 
zard, by ica to forreigne plantations : 1n Which cates, {trit 
equality 15 nt to be mentioned : Now in ſuch caſes, the wo- 
man berng to fiye or tranſplant, needs the aid of a wite head, 
or the man the helpe of a diſcreet woman : they cannot 
match themfelves in their due rankes, as otherwile they 
might; therefore looking at the maine porn, that 1s, at re}t- 
£10n, and integricy of report, they _ as NCere _ C01 

it1ON 


> » +a Atinbes ng 


5 De I 


—_ ey 43 


COIL "Sy; gf es ew 
*. 


£2." Ws. RO - 


Cw 
- ——_—  ——_——— 


-  s - — ——— - —— cc _—— <w—_—— > . —— I — 


Matrimoniall Honenr : or, 


Phil. 4 8, 


Pſal.131,3. 


V/e 1. 


Inftruct an, 


—_— — ———  ————— 


dition as may be : although it prove very much interiour,yet 
it isnet to be counted a diſhonourable marriage. Maſter 
Fox inthe ſtory of Queene Aaries perſecution, reports of 
a worthy religious DutCheſſe of Norfolke, which married to 
a godly Gentleman, one Maſter Berty, (tarre under a Dukes 
ſtate) with whom ſhe fled the Land, and in that moſt weart- 
ſome flight (as it proved) found him a moft faithfull and 


' loyall husband to the death. Sothen, if there be a generall 


proportion of aptneſle, ſe that the diſparity lye onely in a 
degree, not in kinde, 1t muft not be cenſured : all cannot 
lyc under the Xquator,under the ſame line and latitude;ſome 
may admit many degrees off. The truth is, in this confuſion 
of all things, its not to be expeed that marriage ſhould 
keepe quarter with exanefle more then other occurrents of 
life : in ſome caſes, we muſt abate and yeeld of rigour, left 
we ſplit all: Men are growne te enhanſe their degree to an 
higher pitch then formerly ; and it will be hard to convince 
higs1ſtomacks, of meanes or unequalnefle ; their ambition 
hathtoo high a pitch. Thoſe perſons are fitter to obſerve 
this rule, who are meane in their ewne eyes, and equall them 
{clves to theſe of lower degree. To leave them therefore 
with their great hearts and hoves, let me yet yoke them with 
Paxls counſell, Whatſoever is pure, honeR, juſt, of good re- 
port, that enſue ; abhorrethat which is baſe, uncemely, and 
abſurd. But if it appeare to the judicious, that your car- 
nall, covetous reaches and aſpiring ſpirits have exerci- 
ſed themſclves in things too high, for ambition, ftate or 
worldly ends; let the ifſue be what it may (as common- 
ly it is repenting) I proneunce ſuch matches to fall under 
this ſecond rules cenſure; they are unapt , therefore di- 
ſ{honourable. 

I come to the Vics of the point. If the honour of marri- 
ages ſtand partly in aptneſle of it, then hence it appeares, 


Nocurs fiy that its no Curioſity for any to regard aptnefle : Men count 
ma y apt)y. this: direction to be frivolous; imagining that marriage hath 


a gift of it ſelfe, either to finde equals, or to make ſuch (as 
the old proverbe ſpeakes of friends : ) andto wath off at 
once all eye-ſorcs ; nay, it will be hard for ſuch to tray _—_ 
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ſorrow, and ſo ſhall you ſay when you have tried. One 
would have thought Phareoh might eaſily have kept out Exc. 8. ;. 
frogs from his Privy-chamber, but it would not be. I dare 
promiſe none of the equalleſt mariages, that they ſhall bee 
tree ; but as for humours, raſhnefle, baſe and by-reſpecs, 
they never did fo finde it, Thoſe that catch up wives all at 
once ſuddenly , muſt repent them at leafure. Be inſtructed /udg z1.2;, 
| then, to thinke no care ſutfictent in this kinde ; ſtay not till 
miſtreſſe Experience convince y ou of your folly, in condem- 
ning others, but falling into the pit your (clves. So much 
for this firſt. 
Secondly, be admoniſhed not to overweene your owne Y/e 2. 
{trengch,as thinking it ſufficient to binde Bears fn the Prc- Audmun tion 
verb 15) and to defiay any unaptnefle whatſoever without 'g2'nſt over- 
trouble. Oh,ſaith one, let but my turne be ſatisfied,and feare my. our 
not me; if I have once pitcht my affeion,T am not ſo ſoon ,, \,,; 629, 
unſetled againe : Alas, yon judge your ſclves by your pre- riage, : | 
ſent pangs, which over-beare inferiour diſlikes ; bat who 
are weaker to digeſt inequality, than ſuch as thinke them- 

. ſelves wiſeſt andſtrongeſt ? Many have ſaid as you ſay, If I 

may have ſtate ſufficient , no bedily blemiſh thall trouble 

me. Another, If I can geta religious wife, one hundred 

pounds will content me as well as three. If I nay marry ; 

one whomT love, I care not fer portion, &c. but alas poor 

green heads, before a few yeares be over your heads, when 

you have ſcummed off, and licked up the upper fweet of 

your mariages, then your thoughts will goe to werk, I have 

deſerved portion, and religion and beauty too ; and what 

not ? Then will your unſta1d eye faſten upon others, whom 

you ſeete exceed you in portion, birth, ſweetnefle of na- 

ture, feature, and the like ; then your carnall part will 

lowre, and vex at yoar lot, and then, Oh, I might have 

been wiſer ; and fo you mult either bite in all as aſhamed of 

your Choice, ' or el{e utter your diſcontent, to make your 

lives uncomfortable. When you behold your p»reats to wax 

eſtranged, your kindred aloofe, your meanes decaying, 

Charge encreafing, and the devill throwing in baits of ſuch 

and ſuch men and women, ſo perſonable, rich, brought up, 
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then will it appeare upon wiſe tearms, you have rejected 


the counſell of apt mariage : and yet many fooles (who 
are appointed to it) cannot beware the ſecond time, but 
raſh themſclves into as unmeet matChes as before, if not 
worſe. Therefore acknowledge your weaknefle, hearken 
no more to ſuch Spokes-men, as are apt to prompt you with 
wives of their owne fancying : (which is the raine of ma- 


* ny ridiculous men, to take wives upon other mens truſt 


Terror to *f- 
fett rs of un- 
cqu21] mat- 
CNtS, 


aſcribe not too much to your ewn wiſdome ; rather thinke 
your ſelves of all others, likeſt to be deceived by your eye 


"or aff<tions. Say thus, A man I am, and but a man, and 


notking of a man is ſtrange to me. I am as liketo ſnare my 
{elfe, and as unable to endure a ſnare, as another, there- 
fore I will prevent ic betimes.. I embrace Gods allowance, 
as well to pleaſe my 1clte with aptnefle, as with religion ; 
Godis the God of order, .as well as goodaeſſe. Nothing 
hinders-why other accompliſhments may not be ſought 
with grace, (ſo that be chiefe) and it had need pleaſe well, 
which muſt pleaſe ever, or be an eye-ſore for ever. Surely, 
if God give me my liberty, I dare not ſnare my ſelfe. And1 
ſee, that as thereare maiiy wives, who for want of religion 
are a ſnare ; ſo there are alſo many religious, who for want 
of other accommodations, make every veine 1n their hul- 
bands hearts tro ake ere they die. Thou art net made of 
brafſe, but of fleſh, as others are, and haſt aff:tions equal- 
_ oled to the like diſtempetrs : its thy wiſdome to know 
thy ſelte. 

Rod ſurely, he who would but weigh the odious fruits of 
uncquall mariages, might eafily be drawn from them. What 
an imputation 1s it for a Miniſter, young in yeares, to match 
himſelfe with ſome old woman tor what the. hath ? How 
meantly 1s his diſcretion eſtemed ;- and how baſely doth his 
covetouſneſſe heare alway after ? How ſhould fuch a man 
perſwade others to traſt Gad, when all men ſee the baſtard 
of his vwneunbdaleefe carried at his back ? What vile affe- 
ions are bred in ſecret in many fuch, deſire of the death 
of their Companions being growne decrepit ; irkſomneſle 
of ſpirit, in tedjous bearing the fcklinefſe, wnhepticede, 
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2:4 nnſociablenefle of each others bodies ? How many 
"ave we knowne, who being diſcontent with their.lot, 
ſeek to other younger ones, and dekile them ; ſome within 
cheir owne dwellings, polluting themſclyes with their ſer- 
vants ? How many murthers have unequall matches cauſed, 
of infants ſo begotten and berae ? Nay, how many have 
leene the curſed attempts of poyſoning each other, to be 
rid of the loathed party, husband or wife ? What one Af- 
ſize paſles without luch preſidents ? I doe net know any 
one thing im the coverſation of man, which cauſes more 
diſaſters than unequill matches doe, direRly or indirectly, 
Some being aſhamed of their fooliſh choice, care not 
what they attempt to be eaſed of them. Others cr »ſſed of 
that luſt, which like the belly) hath no eares, and will 
not be curbed,will venter any joynt tofſatishie it; and to fay 
truth,no tongue of man can ſuthiciently exprefſe the miſery 
of ſpirit (which many, otherwiſe not of the worft) doe en- 
dure, through conflicting with their owne ill lots, and cor- 
rupt ſpirits in this kinde z and the weariſomneſſe of inequa- 
lity in one kinde, forceth them to as bad in another. Mens 
firſt wives being forty. yeares elder than themſelves, when 
they have buried them, partly through eager delire of po- 
ſterity , partly longing after the other extreame, marry a 
wife forty yearcs younger, and fo are laſht with their owne 
whip ; and as much leathed by the later, as they laathed 
the former. Fooles, to ſhun one extreame, incur another. 


Thirdly, Let this be reproofe to the unruly humours of 7, ;, 
many perſons, cither in firſt er ſecond matches, which al- Rc provte, 


way aime at that whichis moſt contrary to their conditi- 
ens. I have notcd, that if there be any apparant defect in 


a man Qr @ woman, they are ſo farre from humbleneſſe un- Branch rx. 


der it, or giving themſelves content in ſuch as are dete- 
&ive in thelike, or other kinds (which yet is equall) that 


Corrupion al- 
way aﬀects a 


rather they itchafter and covet ſuch yoke-fellowes, as do .,,, ariety tO 


excecd as much on the contrary, and are of the beft per- the Ocai- 
feftions. How ordinary is it ter men to affect better than nauce. 


they deſerve, to cover their owne defefts, ar'd to fatisfic 


their luſts ? and how weartſame doth it prove ? Fer as 
K 2 Salomon 
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Salomon ſaith, The earth cannot beare the burden of un- 
equall mariages, as of one thats heir to her Miltrefle, that 
js, upſtarts become impotent and inſolent, ſcorning to take 
it asthey have done. On the other ſide, he who takes an in- 
feriour party, thinks, that ſhe ſhould pay for her preferment, 
and become ſo much the more ſubje&t and dutifull. Now 
when both parties finde it otherwiſe, to wit, that the one 
waxes proud, and the other thinks himſelfe negleted, what 
a confufion groweth hereby ? Nay, ſuch poyſon I have no- 
ted to break oat of ſome baſer parties in mariage, that be- 
cauſe they are privie tothemſelves of unequality, therefore 
they are jealous of their khusbands- reſpe&t and love, 
thinke themſelves deſpiſed; ' as'not worthy ro hold quarter 
with them,- and' when there is of all other leatt cauſe; yet 
then come they in with their irkſome ſuſpitions, and they 
imagine their husbands to ſhew more afte&tion to ſtrangers 
than themſelves. Now equality would remove ſuch mijſpri- 
fions. But to returne, why ſhould a'Countrey plaine'man, 
affe& the neatnefſe of a nice Citizen ? Or a crooked, affet 
a perſon eminent for comelinefſe ? Were not a country wo- 
man bred for a Farme, more equall ? Were it not better like 
went to like, that fo neither might deſpiſe other ? Why 
ſhould a low bred one aff< a brave gallant ? or a = one 
a wealthy' ? Why ſhould a meck and gentle one,defile him- 
ſelfe with a ſhrewiſh ſpirit ? Is it not- the next way to ſor- 
row ? Doth not unaptneſſe cauſe a diviſien at laſt Þ' There- 
fore this is a fruit of old 'Adaw; to covet meſt ardently, that 
whichis forbidden unto us, and againſt us. What folly and 
finne js out of meaſure finfull, if this be not ? and who pit- 
ties ſuch as plunge themſelves inte Miſcry, and need not ? 
It is a kinde of delight (in the obliquities of men,' whom 
no otter canpuniſh) toſee fooles to punifh themſelves, and 
laſh themſclves with their owne rod, it (atjsfies indignati- 
on, (where Charity abounds not} but deſerves no compaſſi- 
on. Doe not ſuch figh in ſecret, (for their complaints are 
but rare.to others, becauſe the errour comes backe upon 
themſelves) and wiſh they had maried-as deformed, as poor 
and meanly bred as themſelves. 'Poe they not cnvie'the caſe 
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and welfare that equall couples enjoy, ſuch as make much 
of each other, by the ſympathy of each others defecive- 


nefſe or p_ 
Anot 


er branch of reproofe concernes them that deſpiſe Branch 2. 


the rule of equall matches. Now what comes of theſe un- Reprote. 
equals, that widowes of eſtates maſt marry their horſe- Conremners 
keepers, and Gentlemen their cook-maids, but this, that to 9 ©9v0ll mar: 


cover over their baſenefſe, they muſt lay out their meanes 
tobuy armes, and titles of honour : or it not, yet enhanſe 
their Farmes, racke their rents, rake and ſcrape all they 


can get (whereas thcir predeceflors lived nobly upen their 


meanes, and kept goed houſes) and all to purchaſe eſtate, 
and ptirchaſe equality. What is this, ſave to become the 


{cornes of the Countrey ? Is it not due penance for viola- 


ting the ſacred condition of equality ? I might here inveigh 


againſt the uſuall matches now adayes made between boyes 
and girles, (carſe yet out of their ſhels : but better occaſion 
will offer it ſclfe afterward. 


119C LEpruv»- 
ved, 


But to draw towards an end, let me exhort firſt ſuch as F/e 3. 
are to enter into this eſtate;to whom I ſing the former ſong, &*''1cotion, 


Marry in the Lord, (till, but marry aptly, and lay the ground 
of honour in this entring with aptnefle. Be not led away 
with that errour, which you ſet up as an idall, in your con- 


Aﬀc&tess of 
ut u1equall 
marriages 

1. arne to be 


ceits : bleſſe not your felves with your ſuppoſed happineſſe, wiler. 


as if you were by ſo muck the more honourable,then others 
ef your ranke,by how much you have gotten a richer match 
they they ; or becaulc {38 marriage hath pearkt you aloft, 
above your own condition,or theirs of whom you deſcend. 
Nowile Parents joy in their childrens unequall marriages : 
let the modell of fuch as are the moſt modett in your ranke 
and order,be prefidents for you. I am not ſo weake as to 
thinke, that education,breed, learning and gifts, (although 
there be no great meanes) deſerve not good marriages, re- 
lgion concurring : but ſet net up your top-ſailes,and do not 
beareup your ſelves above your worth, inthis reſpe&t ; but 
wait upon God, and be madeſt, leſt he pull you downe as 
faſt : dwell at home,affet not high things; if God have in- 


may 


deeda blefling for you in this kinde (for elſe a great match Rom, 12,16, 
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i.Sam, 18,23. 


I.Sam, 25.41, 


may preve too hot and too heavy to manage) let God lay 
it in your lap, ere youaffc& it, and let your goodneffe tinde 
you out, while you lye hid. And when is offered you, yet 
ſwell not, ſay with David, marrying Micha), Seemerh it 
(mall? ha41lnotneed to looke well about mc? and wich 
Abigail ſent for to David, Let me waſs the feet of the [ervants 
of my Lord ! go fromthe dignity to the burden,take thought 
how to live with ſach an one, of -greater breed and eſtate 
then your ſelves : conſider what affronts may meet with 
you (the beſt will fave it ſelfe : )are youhtto drinke of this 
bitter cup, if diſcontents ſh come /into the place of 
peace and love, whiles the one is loth to ſtoop to the others 


| lowneſle, and the other feares offence:if he ſhould faffer it ? 


Matt. 20. 22. 


Branch 2. 
Chunk 1l ro 
ſich as are al 
ready unaptly * 
married, 


Jim. 4, 19. 


Better it were to deſiſt early,then to bring a perpetuall vex- 
ation upon your ſelves too late : begge of God and 
wiſe demeanure,even all mnequalnefle by religious cariege, 
and ſelfe deniell,leſt your preferment prove a penalty ,rather 
then a priviledge; otherwiſe , as he ſaid of his Diadem, he 
would not have it forthe taking up (as being fuller of carc 
then comfort) who knew the ſorrow of it.; 

Secondly, to them who already live under this yoke of 
inequality : I adviſe the ſame which I did to them who are 
under an inequality of religion ; looke backe to that Sefti- 
en, and read it. Onely this let me adde here; ſince your 
unſutablenefle came from your owne wilfuinefle ; doe that 
now which you ought before to have dene (ſomewhat out 
of ſeaſon perhaps, but better late then never ; ) humble your 
{elves under Gods afflifting hand; remember jt is urjuſt you 
ſhould fret:againſt Providence, and your lot in that, which 
out of your owne choice and free-will, you have brought + 
npon your ſelves. Keepe -to your felves that ſtraitnefle 
and p inching, which is onely or chiefly knowne to your 
ſelves. To live like male-contents, upbraiding each other, 
and quarreling with God, isnot onely moſt finfull,but a dif- 
eaſe w orſethen the remedy jt ſelte: fecing the time was, 
wherein you ſeemedzachto other; the moſt precious ef all ; 
its reaſon that now youmake the beſt af a bail bargaine, and 
ot each other. If then beauty wealth, or the like objedts, ſo 
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bleared,your eyes, that you forgat the rule of equality ; re- 
remember you haveſinned not only againſt your own ſoules, 
but even againſt tkem whom you have unequally married , 
who 1n another equall way, might perhaps have lived much 
better and cententedlier, then now they doe ; with com- 
panions of ther owne fathion : fo that you ſhould doubly 
wrong them by your diſcontents. Rather looke up te God 
by faith and repentance for your error, that it may be cove- 
red, and that Gods anger being removed , you may tinde 
your yoke as tolerable as an unequall one may be. And as 
once a grave man ſaid to one in this caſe, if God ever offer 
you a new Choice , beware leaſt you ſtumble at the ſtone , 
which once fojled you. And ſo much of this ſecond generall 
allo, and of the whole direQtion ſerving for the entrance in- 
to an honorable marriage; now we proceed to that which 
remaineth in the next Chapter. | 


— ' -» 
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A Digr:fſ.on touching conſent of Parents, and ſurd'y 
Luefiions and Objethions anſwered. 


| ſhould now proceed to the ſecond generall head, wher- © cation of 

of I made an honorable marriage to conſiſt : vis. Contt- 5 9'8* _ 

nuance therein in an _ manner. But I am occaſioned to x.,;j,,ndlins 

ſtop my courſe a while, for the ſpace ofthis, and the next of Conſent of 

. Chapter: becauſe an hint of new matter being offered in Parents, and a 
the former diſcuorſe , teuching conſent of Parents, and the Contract, 

A of the Couples : it will be looked for , that 

ſomewhat be here ſaid , about bath, e'reI wade any fur- 

ther in this Argument. Of the former thereof 1n this fourth, 

and of the latter ( if God pleaſe) inthe fifth, and then we Conſent of 

returne. TouChing this former, conſent of Parents, if I vp —_ 

ſhould goe about to make any ſet profes of ſo generally a .,! nl! 

confeſſed truth ,. which all ages , nations, hiſtories , lawes * 

both divine and humane, common , civill , yea cannon too 

(though with exception ) with one voyce have averred : I 

might 
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might ſeeme not onely to adde light to the Sunne, but to 
weaken that which I would ſtrengthen : yet for order and 
formes ſake, a word or two may be premiſed for the neceſlſi- 
ty thereof, I ſay neceility in a way of God, thouzh nor ab- 
ſolute : for this buſineſſe ef marriage without parents con- 
ſent is ene of them, which ought not to have bin done, yet 
being done, muſt availe, for the avoyding of worſe conſe- 
quences : that is, conſent is not ſo effentiall to marriage as 
ſome other things are, that the non-concurrence thereof 
\hould diſanull it againe. But in a merall and meet way, its 
neceſſary that marriage be attempted with conſent of pa- 
rents. And ſurcly,if thoſe heathen Lawes ſeemed juſt which 
yeelded unto parents -power of life and death, over their 
children (ſuppoſing perhaps that love might well enough 
betrulted) and thougi.t it meet enough, that they who were 
the inſtruments of giving children their riaturall fe, might 
be permitted te be Indges of the ſame children, in taking it 
away ; or perhaps rather chuſing, that a parent might ki 
a viC1ons Childe fr ſome off-nces, then the Childe kill the 
heart of a parent, by his difloluteneſle : then ſurely much 
more may 1t de yeelded to parents to have power to give 
life or to marre their marriages. I dee not by the way Juſt i- 
fie the former lawybut rather thinke 1t was a dangerous inare, 
and betrayed the lives ef many innecents,.into the hands of 
the unnmercifull ; and no doubt, if it were in force among us, 
it weuld provoke many prophane and malicious perſens, to 
ſhed the blood of better children then themſelves. But I 
plead the farre greater equity of this law, that parents may 
claimea right in the Choice of their childrens marriages. 
Muſt parents have the worſt of it, and be dc barred from the 
belt ? beare the burthen of the whole day; the providing 
for their children, all meanes of ſupport, education, either 
ingenuous or machinall, helpe them to Arts, Stocks, trades, 
which 1s but to be their drudges, it there were no more but, 
{o; and ſhall they leave them Juſt at the point of marriage, 
and betake them to their owne wiſdeme and counſell? No 
furcly , it's good caute they ſharc in the honour, aswell as 
the labour. | 

, It's 
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It it true, God mykes matches, and parents cannot ( as Parents cannoe 
they defire ) in ſuch a world as thisis ( whereinall are for oc 2s they 
their owne ends)provide for ther children ſuch contentfull ion goes 
matches asthey defire, but thats not their fault. God muſt (1.50 oy 
helpe,or elſe they cannot, with the barne and winepreſſe. But 
yet in ſuch matches aSare offered, parents muſt beare ſway 
& ſtroke with their children : though 1t is not in their power 
to afford them ſuch as they wiſh,yet this muſt not _ them 
to give up their Authority to their children to marry as they 
liſt, againft the rules, mentioned. And that which Ifay of 
parents themſelves, I ſay of Father or Mother inlaws, Gar- Guardians and 
dians and Tutors, who by them, or by the law, are left to 0 $2 v<rnours are 
verlce and order the wates of Children,not yet able to guide [? es Dn 
themſelves;yca although they be of fuch years and diſcretion, ,, yy pa- 
as perhaps a parent, at leaſt a ſtep-father,might permit them renes to ch\l- 
to owe et. Yet it were the duty of ſuch a childe, to take dren,in pome 
lefſe rather then more upon himſelte, and to adviſe ſeriouſly of marriage. 
with them ( ere he finiſh ought ) whether he have been w 
guided or no about marrying religiouſly , or aprly : Some 
parents, I grant, have — waſted theirTitle,and in- 
fringed their ayty nh ; for, ſuch is their ignorance, and 
injudiciouſneſle in fuch affaires, (having in truth never un- 
derſtood, in any degree, what their owne marriage meant , 
much lefle are tit to guide others : } alſo many are fo vitious, 
and ſo debauched with ſinne, that they have loſt all abi- 
lity to adviſe , eytherm this , or in any other weighty bu- 
fineſſe; but yet neither are theſe to bedeſpiſed, but to be 
bonorably handled, and eſpecially, if they ſhall deſire to ſee 
and judge with other mens cyes and braines ; their children 
are to yecldtherto as well as to themſelves. What ſpeciall re- 
ports do the Scripturs make,of that care which holy and wile See theſe texts 

arents had of their childrens marriages ? How did Abra- D-ur.z.;. 
am adjure his ſervant, to goe tothe houſe of his fathers , te I<4-29 6. 
chuſe a wife for /ſaac? How doth the holy Ghoft brand mw As _— 
Eſau for matching without //aac and his mother Rebeccatheir gy 
conſent, to the heartbreake of them? How doth Iſaac and 
Kebecca Charge Iacob to meddle with none of the Heathens ? 
And, if any prerogative might have exempted any , then 
L might 
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might Sampſon a Tudge in Iſracl, have beene exempt 3 who 
yet was.not : for although it came from God that he ſhould 
marry that uncircumcized Philiſtin ; yet - he would have. his 
parents:give their conſent, Give me. her :.and when they 
{aw the way of God,they ceaſed. Buttil thenzthey argued as: 
parents ſhould do, what? is there no wife to be choſen for 
thee. out of any of the families of Iſrael, but thou muſt ſeek, 
Veiſc 4,5, awmongthe Philiſtins ? Not ſv much as Hagar that bondwo- 
man, bur it's {aid , that ſhe tooke:a wife for [S&mael, out of 
Gen.21,2r, the land of Egypt : as if the holy Ghoſt ſhould take 1t as 
granted , that none of the Church ſhould queſtion it. If a 
ſonne might not alienate his fathers goods, without his con- 
ſent, there leaſt of all himſelfe, 
Further procfe 1 ſay, the Scripture teſtihes from the beginning ,' that 
of the pet... this authority did reſide in the parent, from God. G 5d him-- 
ſelfe the father of Adam, Luc, 3 vit. brought Eveto him : he 
did not-ſeck her himſclfe. A great andleading ground to the 
point. And thisprerogative God derived to parents ( not- 
withſtanding the falland forfeit of Adam ) for ever. See: 
Dent. 7:3: Thou ſhalt not take to thy ſonnes , any wife of 
thair daughters. [crem. 29. 6. Give your children wives. 
And Pau, He who gives his virgin te marriage doth well. 
&c. Neither is it ſuthcient which Bellarmine, ( the chiefeſt 
Papiſt of all who oppoſeththis truth 1n his 19. cap. of Ma-- 
trimony, and that out of the Councell. ef Trent,Seſlion 14. 
for molt of other Papiſts do oppole him in it ) replies, that 
this-text onely implyes, Marriages ought not. to- be. made 
without the privity of parents : - for Gods charge doth not 
_ ſhew what ought to-bedone,but,that elſe the Marriage 
is fruſtrate,as appeares Zxod. 22. 16, Where it is left to the 
parent to. deny Mariage 1n a Caſe of uncleannes, which elſe 
urged Marriage. Much more then in coole blood. See allo 
Numb, 30. 4. Ifa parent might frultsate a vow ta God, 
much more a private civill a& of-his child to marry. Neither 
1Sthis meant {as Zellarminedreams) of a Mayd under yeeres; 
butfumply of one under covert : though of'20. yeeres old; 
and ſo the Ebrew word [ Nagnar}is taken Job, 1.19, andſo 
another Teſnite upon this text confeſſeth,a mr" ag 
rate 
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fruſtrate any vow whatſoever. See Gal. 4. Aſonne differs 
not from a fervant, being under his father : he can diſpoſe 
ofnothing in the houſe, of his fathers goods, without con- 
ſent : how much lefle himfelfe , who is the foundation of 
the family, as inthe Ebrew word [ Ban] notes? Another 
Papiſt, Efpencens 1n his booke of clandeltine marriages pro- 
fedferh the like againſt Be//armine in the laft Chapter ſave 
one. Heath ens have conſtantly beene of this minde. Gen. 34. 
Sichems Craves of Hamor to get him Dixah. Catullus, Plautns, 
Terence, Latine Poets,Sophocles a Greek one,all both Comick 
and Tragique, who ſpeak the cuftomes of their times,do in- 
timate the ſame, One of them brings in the father diſtaſting 


his ſonne for a clandeſtine marriage, thus, Callſt thou me Terent. Andr. 
thy father.? Necdſt thou me for a father ? Haſt thou not Scen.;. 


found thee out, a family, a wife and children againſt my 
mind ? The ſonne anſwers. I yeeld up my ſclfe (tather. ) to 
thee, impoſe any task, command me what thou wilt ; Wilt 
thou have me divorce the wife I have? Wilt thou have me 
marry or not ? 1 willbeare it as I may. 7«ſtinian ſhewes the 
meaning of the civill law, /ib. 1. Inftit. Tit. de Nuptize. Then 
are marriages goed, when made by conſent of ſuch, as 
whoſe power they are under : it is Bez his ſpeech, in his 
Tra of Poligamy and Divorces : Civillaws about neceſli- 
ty of parents conſent, are more knowne, more cleere, more 
holy, then that any man can be ignorant of them, can dar- 
ken, or can aboliſh them, Paxlus the Civilian 1n his Title , 
touChing the righ» of marriages, faith, Marriages cannot 
conſiſt, except all in wioſe power the partics are, conſent. 
* Hottoman a famous Civilian ſpeaks the ſame, m his book of 
chaſt marriages, part. 4\The Councel of Eliberis , mentions 
the judiciall law of doſes, confirming it : If a Damoſel 
have bound her ſclfe by oath or promiſe in her fathers 
houſe, and he gainſay ir, it's fruſtrate. A Canon of Baſil ad- 
deth, martiages otherwiſe made, are counted but whore- 
domes. 1 conclude with Ers/mws, no Scripture, no Teſtimo- 
ny of valew can be alledged againſt this Truth, If it be af- 


ked, whether yponthe fachers conſenting, the mother diſ<. 


ſent fxom the 1ariage 3 ot camrery wiſe; what is to be laid? 
3 2h 


Corael, 4 Lop- 
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I anſwer, The methers conſent makes for the better being, 
but the fathers far the being ic ſelfe thereof: for hee is the 
head of the wife and of the _ 

This may be a ſatficient confutatien of Bellarmine, and 
the Councell of Trent. (his doll, which its like hee fo aJo- 
red, that againſt Scripture and all Lawes he defends it) who 
doth ſo ſtervingly maintaine the lawfulneſſe of Marriages 
againſt parents conſent, that there need be no more to con- 
fute-him, then the barrenneſle of his own defence, in which 
he alway returnes to his old ſong, that though Nature teach 
Parents right, yet, not the diſanulling 'of Marriages _—__ 
non-conſent. Touching which IT antwer, Many reaſons 
may inforce the continuance of a thing 'done (eſpecially in 
{o waighty a caſe asthis) which yet argues not the'well do- 
ing ; thatis all the queſtion. He urges the examples of /xc2b 
and Tobya ; whereas the one (although fixty yeares old at 
his marriage)yet did nothing withoat his father and mothers 
conſent. Tebys (if the Text were Canonicall) had an An- 
gcll with him te guide him extraordinarily. Indeed Eſas's 
example he may plead for it (with an ill handfell) who its 
like went againſt //aac and Kebceca's charge. Much good 
doe him with it. He alledgeth a Decree of Clement, A fonne 
iS not compelled to follow his parents choice. Who doubts 
it ? But, doth this follow, A parent may not compell his chil- 
dren to marry againſt their will : Therefore a childe may 
marry contrary to the Parents? No ſurely. That which hee 
addes out of Ambroſe, ſhe may chuſe her husband,ought ſhe 
not to preferre God in her choice? comes to no more theri 
this, That a Virgin hath power to chuſe (atleaſt to refuſe 
her:husband) but yet with parents conſent. The argument 
he brings from the validity of the marriage of ſlaves againſt 
their maſters conſent, and that, upon the =—_— of the inſti- 
tution and ends of marriage, is doubly anſwered : firſt, that 
it is true, Maſters cannot barre their ſlaves of marriage, but 
yet they may :imit the right of Nature, by appointing them 
wives, for avoyding wrong to their owne eſtates. Second- 
ly, the caſe betweene maſterlike pewer,isnot like to paren- 
tall : fer the power of the former is onely civill, and _ 
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fore may be reſtrayned by law ; but the other is naturall,and 
therefore need no reſtraint : finceits to be ſuppoſed that pa- 
rents deſire the poſterity and marriages of their children, 
much more then maſters need doe of ſervants. As touching 
| that objeRtion, that after copulation marriages are neceſ- 
ſary ; this proves not, that the power of parents is diſſolved, 
(for what abſurdity is it for oneto thinke, that his ſecond 
fin ſhould favour and jultifie his former offence ? ) But that, 
for divers inevitable conſequences upon the breach of a mar- 
riage already made, it is better for a parent: not to uſe his 
right, then toulſe it. Its the voice ,of the Law, Fizrs non de- 
buit, ſed faftum valuit. So much for this. 
Yet as there is no rule ſo generall, but it admits excepti- 
ons, {o doth this. One is, the barre of Gods law, in caſe of 
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Except ions a- 


gainſt chis ge- 


ncrall rule, 


uncleanneſſe committed by the parties beforemarriage : in £x94.2 2.16. 


which reſpe God forbad that they ſhould by any meanes 
be parted : ſothat here parents conſent was, though not 
wholly, by partly prevented, not in right, but in point of 
honefty, by their lewd children, who forced a neceſſity of 
marriage upon themſelves, being become as outcalts, net 
worthy of ſuch care of parents to be'caſt upon them : be- 
ſides it was to prevent beggery of the baſtards, and the de- 
filing of the land by fornication, if they had beene permit= 
ted to caſhiere ſuchas they had dehiled, and to marry chaſte 
perſons ; for, its better one houle bee troubled, then twa, 
(ſince ene mult be) let them eate of the fruit of their owne 
labours, and thanke themſelves. The law is mentioned by 
Moſes, If a man finding a maid, defile her, he ſhall ſurely marry 
ber, becauſe he hath humbled her. Another caſe is, the ſupine 
neglet of parents, when as they ſec offers made to their 
children: to wit, when as they permit parties unknowne, 
and pretending to be ſuch as afterwards they prove not,but 
tainted with lewd qualities, and of no ſuch eſtate as is made 
ſhew of : I ſay, whenas, through foolith credulity they be- 
leeve all ſhewes, or uſe not meanes to enquire throughly 
after their manners and deſerts,but are cheated by their dit- 
ſembling and -hypocriſie ; but all this while they harbour 
them, or {eeing that Reronieren are forward in Soy affe- 
NY 10n$ 
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ions toward ſuch, ſo, that they are enſnared : and-yet the 
parents ſuffer matters to paſſe on, and hold their peace: then 
the rule of the word ought to be obſerved, That conſent u 
implyed by their ſilence ; and wy ? becauſe he, in whoſe po- 
wer itis to {top evill, and yet doth not, ſeemes to command 
it, Not onely if there appeare no more cauſe of breaking it 
off, then at firſt, (for then it is onely the headſ{trong will of 
the parent, unjuſtly diſcontent) but, although there ſhould 
breake out more hiJeous and odieus crimes againſt the par- 
Daty of 6a- 19+ For it was the patents duty to have uſed Mai Enceto 
ES have ſearched out the truth of things at firſt, and to have 
children un-- made all ether matters cleare, before: ſuch 'time as liberty 
wiſely ſuffcred be given to the parties themſclves to enſnare themſelves. 
co ok them- For by this meanes it may ſofall ont, that extreame danger 
_ may enſue, both'to the party deſerted, and to them that de- 
ſert. Yet this I adde; that all meanes be wiſely uſed, to un- 
ſtitch and diſſolve that league by degrees, whichhath long 
beene in knitting, rather then to doe it raſhly. Let parents 
preſent to both the partics their deepe diſſimulatien, per- 
ſwading them, Detweene themſelves, rather to breake off, 
then incurre a tolerable vexation by marriage ; and 11\* at 
perpetuall fend with them , who ſeeke their beſt welfat 
But, if nothing will prevaile, I fay, as fad as the neceflity 
is, yet the parent comesintoo late with alledging his pre- 
Num.30.4 Togative. If (faith the holy Ghoſt) a virgia hath vowed a 
vow, (ſay it be a purpoſe to marry ſuch a man) much more 
if ſuch a likelihood be daily: prefented' te his eye ; and hee 
forbid it,then he doth no mere then his atthority may claim, 
for he is a parent, and may difanull it : but if he let it paſſe, 
and dee not gainfay it, he is ſuppoſed to reſigne up his right 
in refuſing, and ſo to eftatliſh it. 
Another ex- Another caſe is, in ſecond marriages of children, men or 
ceptin, women. For although there be a difftrence of judgement 
in ſexes, yet, in this both are reputed to have equall liberty 
to match themſelves, and tobe ditcharged from the power 
of the parent, The firſt marriage made the parties one ficth, 
and divided them beth from the parents houſe and authori- 
ty. Sothat in ſuch a caſe the rule holds not. Paxl doth 
not 
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| the condition and ſtate ofa childes both body and minde, 9Þſerve the 


ſtrike np the match, they ſay, The parents or- guardians (at th-ir morrin- 
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rgt extend the power of a parent over a widow, as to a vir- 
gin. In the latter, he alway yeelds to a father his liberty ; if 
he give his virgin to marty, orrefuſe to give her, hee doth 
well both wayes ; that is, foreſecing the danger of perſecu- 
tios,and withall knowing the ſtrength of his virgin,that ſhe x Cor.6.36. 
isnot neceſſitated to marry, he may refuſe, or otherwiſe hee 
may yeeld ; he offends in neither. Burt after one marriage is 
expired, the widow is not ſo tyed,becauſe providence hath 
ſettled her upon her owne right. Howbeit, for the weaker 
ſexe, the caſe ſo falling out that ſhee may ſtand in as much 
need of counſell at laſt as at firſt , yea .of more. : this I ſay, 
That it were the part of ſuch widows to remember that they 
are children, .and to aſcribe a reverentiall and honourable 
eſtceme of their parents counfell, out of wiſedome and dif- 
erction, although a preciſe command of God doe not abſo- 
lutely urgeit. : 
Laſtly, parents muſt ſtill looke at the maine point, that is, Parents muſt 
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coadition of 


Fora parent underſtanding the caſe to be ſach, that a childe ©2%t! 
their cluldcen. 


cannot without deepe diſcontent of ſpirit , and inconveni- 
ence of body,propending ſtrongly to marriage,and ſhunnijng 
thoſe continuall and noyfome vexations, which would at- 
tend the contrary ; I ſay, cannot abſtaine : then, his autho- 
rity not being allowed him, for the tyranny and hurt,but the 
good and.welfare of his childe,. he ought not unſeafonably 
and rigidly to diſpute his right, or-to hold it ; but tenderly 
and wiſely toreleaſc it, at the childes humble inſtance. And 
this I might alſo preſle in other caſes as well as this. But 
becauſe they will occurre better upon objzeRtions brought 
againſt this point : I will top two-gaps with one buſh, that 
1s, both lay downe the extent of this exception,and alſo an- 
ſwer a queſtion, both in:onc. | 

For why ?. here. it is objected. by ſundry Children (as I Childrens-ob- 
toucht before) that, as neareas they can,they obſerving the ori 
rules of God, in religious and apt choice, and being now to $11 Fon 


leaſt of one ſide)wilfully withdraw. their conſent. To whom ges, aatwered, 
1 muſt anſwer with mnch caution, forthe ſafegardiog of a 
parents 
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ſu.h children, 


parents honour : Firſt, ye children deware leſt you put any 
unjuſt affront upon your parents, that may cauſe this rigour 
you complaine of, and open their mouthes againſt you, For 
if youdoe, their cauſe muſt be heard when you mult ſtand 
by. Put caſe that it fall out that your match be not faulty, 
after your tryall of each other : howbeit you upon the pre- 
ſumption thereof have beene your owne carvers,and carried 
all with your owne wits, leaving your parents to ſerve your 
turne after : and hereupon the parent being offended, looks 
not ſo much at the firneſle of the match, as at his owne con- 
tempt : who'can in ſuch a caſe juſtific you ?''In this caſe, e- 
Sn if the parents be irreligious,and unable to value the 

rice of a good husband or wife, I ſec not what courſe you 

ould take, but to humble your ſclves for your offence,con- 
fidering in your ewne caſe, . how unwilling. you would 
have beene to beſo ſerved. Parents, I grant,ſhould nat on- 
ly hearken to, butrunne and ride' to {ecke out good matches 
for their children, if any occafien be offered, and yet many 
of them are ſo ſtout, peeviſh, (elfe-willed and envious, that 
of all other matches, they will crofſe them moſt which are 
the beſt. But yet, you children, crofſe not them, by forcing 
unequall conditions upon parents, in conſenting to your 
marriages. Although you be granted to be religious, yet it 
becomes not you to thinke ſo well of your ſelves,that berg 
ynequallin ſtate'and ſtocke, or in other reſpe&ts, you wil 


force the' marriage of one'that hathgreat meanes, under eo- 


lour ofreligion. - For in this caſe a parentis not bound, but 
hath his exeuſe. If God ſhould move a parent in this caſe, 
conſidering how few are religious or thrifty, to match their 
children under-foot for the world in reſpe& of grace, it is 
well and good : embrace their good will thankfully, But 
to obtrude your own worth upon their affections, you.ought 
not : whether the parents bee religious or not. The likel 
ſay, if the diſproportion lye.in any other kinde : This by 
way of digreſſion ; that children bee ſure of jt , that ther 
matches be confonant- and agreeable to the rule; for they 
may be godly, and yet'not apt matches. But to anſwer the 
queſtion,as it lyes, If I ſay your matches be truly equall, yet 

| your 


E 
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your parents will not yecld: Then, firft, Let ſuch children 
count it the crofie , that they are fallen upen ſuch parents ; 
let then not domineere over them, and ontſhoote the divell 
in his owne bow, of refolution and ſtomack ; but humbly 
ſubn-i: to the parents , as parents in general, ſceking byall 
meanesto winne their love and reſpeR, firſt or laſt, by your 
obedience and well-pleaſing : that they may ſee it and ſay, 
My child is as carefull to give me content , as. to ſerve his 
owne turne. And (if need require ) let ſuch friends be uſed 
by way of mediation, as may belt alay their eppoſite mindes, 
ſhewing them the ill conſequents thereof : And laſtly ſet 
on the Lord alſo to encounter their untratable hearts, hum- 
bly ſupplicating that he would turne the hearts of fathers to OE 
the children, tomeltthem, and to give them the eics of *** + 6 
Doves, inſteed of Crocodiles. If all theſe prevaile not, then 

(the diſcipline of the. Church being in force ) courſe ought Parents obſii 
to be taken to make complaint of ſuch wrong , v2. that a vate in con- 
parent abuſeth his or her autherity to hurt, and therefore {+ 4 ve 
implore the aide both of the Church and of the Magiſtrate ,*"**** 
toreduce parents into due order : for they themſelves mu 
know,that they are under Authority,and no further made the 
ludges over the Children, then asthcy can anſwer to Ged 
for their goed carriage therein. . And fo alſo torequire ſuch 
a Childes portion from them, as in ſuch caſc is fit : But, if 
children cannot meet with ſuch relecte, I leave them under 
the crofſe which God hath caſt upon them, to take it up 
meckly and beare it, till God eaſe their chaine. But , if the yy, 16, x5. 
father conſent and the mother onely be obſtinate, they may 

with good conſcience notwithſtanding ' proceed, yeelding 

all due re{pe to her. So much for this. 

Another queſtion heer mooved is this. Put caſe that two Queſtions 2- 
parties have got the affeRions of each other , but the father bour Parents - 
en his deathbed, diſſent ard forbid the marriage : whether covſ{ent,an» 
is the conſcience of the child abſolutely to tyed by thoſe ir- 'v<re9- 
revocable words, that he or ſhe may not dare to attempt 
marriage? I anſwer, that child which out of an honourable 
reſpe& ſhall wholy forbcare, tor feare of after ſcruples ; or 

| ſhall prouſly encline to —_— doubtlefſe they bewray a 
M very 
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very awfull heart to the counſell of their parent, eſpecially if 
they be convinced of an overruling providence determining 
the buſineſſe. But to affirme direAtly, that a child is alway 
bound to obey 1n ſuch a caſe, I dare not. . Many circumſtan- 
ces muſt be obſerved, next to the rule : and therefore firſt I 
{ball thinke.it fit in this buſineſſe, that the parties reſigne up 
themſelves to the judgement of ſome wiſe. and impartiall 
men,. who ( without playing bootie ) may judge whether 
ſuch a marriage be according to God, or not. Ifnot, they 
ought ſo much the rather to diſſolve it , as being not onely 
contrary to parents will, but: Gods rule alſo. And then there 
is no more to beſaidin it :. fora pious child enght not to 
violate ſnch a band aS this, upon any affection to the other 
party ,.or like. pretence. Bur if the marriage be found good 
and equall ;.then ought it not te be broken off, through the 
parents refuſall at his death : But the will of God being con- 
ceived to be for it , the parents will muſt not contradi&his. 
And hereto adde, .that it muſt indifferently be enquired, firſt 
whether the parent were a man truly judictous to pronounce 
ſucha ſentence? elle ſure its a deadly ſnare. Againe whe- 
ther in his fe he permitted the. parties to conſort tn ordina- 
ry, tillthey had wonne each others heart : for in that caſe, 
his deniall js doubly injuſt : eſpecially if he have;aQually 
given canſent during life , and changed it without ground.. 
Alſo whether he were not alike various in other his con» 
verfation, eaſily drawne to or fro by ſmall perſwaſion : 
Likewiſe whether he have not in other of his childrens mat- 
ches, beene hardly drawnto conſent, no reall cauſe of his 
diſſent appearing : whether refuſall might not proceed 
from ſome other ſiniſter cauſe, and not the diſlike of ths 
match-.it ſelfe ; as from privity to his -weake. eſtate, loth 
to disburſe much , aſhamed to-come ſhort of the, worlds ex+ 
petation for diſcredit ſake,, or the like, If probably- 
theſe things doe appeare , I thinke the, bare religion of the 
fathers 1aſ ſentence , ought not to prevaile againſt more 


forcible reaſons to the contrary : and upon the weighing of 
theſe caſes , the parties ought to thinke that they heare the 
vaice of God , to beare dawne the. parents : Aways FF 
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dead parent, cannot alter his words, yer it may be ſappoſed 
he would have altered it, if he had lived, becauſe he ought. 


For this ſo much. If any more queſtions ariſe, I will han- 
dle them in ſome of the uſes following , which now I ha- 
ſten unto. And whereas they doe concerne both children 


in point of duty , and parents in point of dignity, firlt of 


the firſt. 


And firſt here is bitter reproofe, yea terror, to all ſuch x/e, x. 


refractory children, as have not onely _—_ from , but 
direly travſgreſſed againſt this rule. If the duty of chil- 
dren be ſo manifeſt, how is it , that ſo many children doe at 


Reproofe. 
Terror co all 


CE fg . rebellious 
once breake through this divine edi, as great flies through c14co,wto 


cobwebbes,by the ftrongerlawes of their own wills? Doe many againſt 
you ſo degenerate ( Oyeimpes ) from all medeſty and o- their Parcnts 


bedience ? That whereas you might marry, not onely with- con{cnt. 


inthe ranke of your education, but alſo of religion, and the 
teare of God ; now through your wilfull contempt of pa- 
rents, not onely you chufe you nnequall husbands among 
Oſtlers and Scavengers, ( for theſe are honeſt trades ac- 
cording to their places ) but te graceleſſe ones, and ſuch 
as are deſervedly by-words of reproach for their ſwearing , 
dr:nkennes and all profanenes ? Is this a parents requitall at 
yu hands, that when there is no other trouble, that ſhould 
ring the gray hajres of your parents to their graves,then the 
treachery of thoſe which came out of their loines and 
wombs ſhould do it? For,as for the beggery you bring upon 
your ſelves, who ſhould pitty them, who wrong themſclves 
willingly , and chuſe themſelves ſuch a portion ? Oh but 
( lay ſome of theſe ) we did it in a ſuddaine paſſion of love, 
and is not that to be pitied ? I anſwer, confidering what 
conſtant miſery, your ſhort paſſion hath procured you, your 
ſelves are like to.have the worſt of it : it were well, if o- 
thers would learneto be wiſer by pittying your folly. But, 
there is more init then paſſion. For why? How many of ſuch 
rebellious ones do we meet with daily, who contrary to all 
their parents counſels, letters, manning and riding after 
them ,' threats if they venture , promiſes if they obey, not- 
withſtanding all the feares and jealouſies, warnings and 
M 2 wa:chs 
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Cavills of ſuch Watch Words of their parents, yet with deepe difſembling 
Chtdren an. andlyes, count it their chiefe happineſſe to keepe off the 
Ccred, as will ſuſpicion of that from their notice, which yet all on the ſud- 
be looſe 1n du- dane they dare ruſh upon, the moſt clagdeſtine and deſpe- 
ty totheir Pu- rate matches that may be 1 yea, after they have engaged 
ce _ * themſclyes to their parents by vowes and obteſtations to the 
_— _ = contrary, that they thought they mightrely upon them, Z/a. 
tyed - thew, 63-18. as children that will not lye, yet then have they 
in meanes and broken through all bands ; ſay, what 1s this, but the depth 
maintenance. of fybtilty and villany ? But ſtill they objet, The buſineſle 
was ſo ſuddenly brought to paſle by perſwaſion,as we could 
not prevent it. Why ? Do you wonder that your way ſhould 
be ſo ſmooth, having ſuch a faftor of hell as you conſult 
with, to promote it ? Such ProRors as for a tenne ſhillin 
matter will licence it,for halfe ſo much diſpatch it,and ſend 
you packing to woe and miſery ? No, no, Theeves ſhall ne- 
ver want receivers and concealers. But, ſtill you will ſay, 
It ſhould not have beene done, but now its done and paſt; 
Tis true, its done ſtrengly enough, 1 grant, for parents muſt 
digeſt that which they cannot vomit ; Bur the neceſlity of 
the knot excuſes not the knitting.  And,you ſhall have many 
lookers on upon ſuch matches, who will ſpeake much for 
them ; the caſe being none of their owne, . who, fit were 
their owne lot to have ſuch children, would bee ready to 
Calt the firſt ſtone at them, and of all others, be moſt impla- 
cable with them. To whom I ſay, Iuſtifie not ſin in others, 
ſuſpend your cenſure till it be your owne lot, as1ts like to be 
the ſooner, if you excule it, 
Oh but forpitty ſake, you muſt now helpe them with 
ſome meanes to maintaine them ina hard world ! why ? 
will not leve alone maintaine you in coole blood, as well as 
it did 1n hot ? what ? have you forfaken your eggs inthe 
maine, and come yeu now unto them for the by ? ſhall you 


have the pleaſure, and = the burden? : Alas you divide 


badly ! Nay, nay, you hold to you to what you have 
Parents may Choſen; Parents have. but ſmall Joy to maintaine theeves 
_—_— 7 and traytors with their meancs and cftate, it colt them more 
dren,and why? © B*tting, then your caſic matches coſt you, But ſtill they 


alledge 
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alledge, Would you have God deale fo hardly with you, 
when you repent ? I anſwer, God forbid, but (if there bee 
any ſound repentance wreught in you) you ſhould bee as 
freely pardoned, as wee our ſelves deſire to be forgiven of 
God | But if youthinke to tye God to your fleeves fo farre 
to follow you with grace andrepentance as faft as you ſin, 
or to accept of that for ſound, which you ſay is ſo,you much 
miſtake it : he knoweth well if he ould thus cafily be baf- 
fled by one , he ſhould havee enough of your cuſtome for 
ever. But ſtill you infiſt : Let us bee accepted to favour as 
before. I anſwer, Its a greater matter then ſo. If we could 
as eaſily purge your hearts, as parden you, wee would imi- 
tate God, who doth both at gs. But ſince we cannot, we 
muſt deale with you as David dealt with Ab/alon, though 
upon a ſhew of ſubmiſlion, he forgave him the puniſhment, 
yet (by your leave) he commanded him to his houſe, and 


received him not to favour. And as David wilcly abſtained 2.5am. I 4.24; 


from that in diſcretion, for teare of nouriſhing up the reſt of 
his children to the like treachery ; ſo parents had need ra- 
ther to ſet up ſuch children as Beacons to the reſt of their 
fry, to ſcare thew from the like attempts, then (as many 
fooles do) by over haſty reconciliation, under hope of their 
repentance, to encourage them totread in the like Reps, 
There will be time enough for that when they have bitten 
longer upon the bridle, and had leaſure to repent thatin 
coolenes which in their heat they committed, And ſo much 
for this firſt Branch. - Ph 

It alſo confutes the practice of ſuch children,as,alchoug 
they will ſeeme to rely upon the conſent of parents, and 


i5the purſc-bearer : and as the proverb ſaith, Be it better or 
worſe, we muſt be ruled by him that beares the purſe. Theſe 
may ſay of themſelves as hee once did, I ſweare with my 
mouth, but I carry an unfworne heart within me ; ſo,in fact 
I yeeld, but my heart is unloyall. So that (they ſay) the 
M 3 muſt 
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cannot be condemned by men in the buſinefle, yet its not .gnſenc of Pa. 
out of any honour or obſ{cquiouſnefle to parents, from cons rents by ch'l- 
ſcience of the duty, or beholding Geds authority in them ; 9ren, is ſin- 
but from policy and neceflity,becauſe they know the parent full- 


muſt be well adviſed, for feare of oyerthrowing all. If their 
parents ſhould take a pritchat their negleR, they might loſe 
a future friend, and forfeit the hopes of their owne good e- 
ſtate: and how then ſhould they doe? This is the pad 1n 
ſtraw, this forces theeye of miny children to be upon their 
parents, and to make them a grand marke or obje& of their 
Galat. 6. 4, duty- I fay toyou, as in another ſenſe Pax! ſpeakes, Let 
every man have the cauſe of his 9wne comfort within him- 
ſelfe, and not without : let not the duty of a childe be reſi- 
dent upon the fathers ability,to bencfit him,or to croſſc him: 
ſothat a parent may thanke his wealth for his childes ſer- 
vice, and ſay, If it had not beene filver'd or guilded over, it 
would never have proved. Byt, let it proceed from ſinceri- 
ty. Some willfay, Its well thatir comes any way. I an- 
{wer: Halfe a loafe is better then no bread : for by this 
meanes order is kept in-converſation, and many abſurdities 
held off, though there be ne thanke tothem for their obedi- 
ence. For,farely if ſuch children could draw from their pa- 
Luc. 15. 12, rents What they liſted to fiſh from them, as that Prodigall 
did, with a word ſpeaking, they would ſoone bid duty a- 
dieu, and cut out the cloth in their owne faſhion, marrying 
asthey liſt : wherefore yeeld this honourto thy parents cn- 
tirely, as their due : Be humbled if it have not beene ſo; 
make your peace with God for this, as well as for any of- 
fence elſe whatſoever ; elſe God may exerciſe thee by tome 
unwelcome buftctting, to thy coſt, and perhaps make thee 
to behold that fin whichthou wert blinded in, in the glaſſe 
of like diſobedience of thy childe to thee, vea ſuch a childe, 
Matt. 7. 2, 5 (of all others) thou prefumedit would'be moſt faithfull to 
thee ; Do as thou wouldeſt be done unto ;z meaſure out to 0- 
thers.as thou wouldeſt have them to meaſure backe unto 
thee. So much'for this ſecond. 
Branch 3. Thirdly, this taxes other children alſo, who will perhaps - 
6: ſuffer their parents to carry ſome ftroke 'with them in their 
gi ED ©, matches, but themſelves will have the chiefe hand in it, and 
ee. af cr It mult come in afterthe matter concluded betweenie them- 
their _ ſelves. And then, at laſt, leſt'they ſhould jncur the reproch 
is faulty, = of refra@ory ones, they temporize and flatter their _ 
| | cauſing 
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cauſing them firſt tothinke well of, and then to ratifie their 
marriages ; rather indeed:to ſalve their owne credit, and for 
oy {ake, then becauſe they are willing. Theſe coun- 
terfeit ators and forces of conſent,(as if it were voluntary 

ſin againſt the rule of Conſent of parents: Shall a childe 


| binde the parent to the good abearing in this kinde,and then 


by his content, countenance and ſhrowd his owne a, in it 
felfe nowarrantable ? Conſent is the parents due: but whiles 
thou doſt urge it unjuſtly, thou makeſt it thine owne work. 
Thou either doſt perſwade thy parent: really tothinke well 
of thy doing, and thats.to gull him :. os elſe onely to 
make ſhew of it,: and thats to make him e quivocate like tl y 
{elfe. | 


Shortly therefore, I exhort all couples that intend marri- Y/e 2. 


age, to lay away all covers of ſhame, to remove all colours, 


and ſweet : literty againſt rule is pleaſant in the taſt,but bity 
ternefſe 1s in the end of it. Rememver that 15 the beſt mar- 
riage, whole ſiweetneſſe is beſt in the bottome : a naturall 
motion iS ſwiftcſt inthe end : now commonly matches of 
your owne making, are belt at firſt, and worſt after. Ayme 
at ſo peaceable a marriage gas may be ſo in a fad {trait andat- 
fliftion, and may not purſue and accule a man,. when he is 
wounded and fore : fach an one as. will not upbraid the 
foule, and ſay, This day I remember my fin : and feele this 
rod was of mine owne making. That which Paxl poomes 
of the. Magiſtrate, Obey him not for compulſion , but for 
conſcience ſake, for he beares not the ſword in vaine : ſo 
here, For the parent repreſents not God in vaine, and his 
Voice is the voice of heaven : Better erre with a parent 


| then doe well without him. It (hall be as health to thy na- 


villand marrow to thy bones: it ſhall procure bleſſing from 
thy parent, whoſe curſe is worſe then.a Popes with booke, 
bell, and Candle.Obey them whoare ſet over you, for good, 
for their ſorrew will not bee your joy : you provide ill in 
grieving them. E/aw and his race were Lord Dukes for ma- 
Ny.ages : but his prophane .contemning and vexing _ 

ecca 
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ſhifts, ſubornations of parents, and goe to worke plainly, re mwry with 
deſerve, ſue,(eeke for the conſent of parents. Leave 1s light, Conſent of 


Parents, 
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becca with his wives, loſt him his birthright; and at the la 
coſt him ruine. 'Honour thy father and mother therefore, 
that thy dayes-may be long in the land which the Lord hath 
given thee. . Say thou deny thy ſelfea little in this : ſay thoy 
muſt conflit with a crabbed untraRable parent, yet behold 
God in a parent,when thou canſt not in a good one : winne 
him by humility, conteft not,a fathers fpirit will not endure 
it : duty may overcome and breake his heart, but wilfull 
oppoſition will marre all. And I ſpeake not chis onely in 
caſe of young couples, living under their parents roofe, but 
in whatdiſtance ſoeverthey live. Nor, in caſe onely that 
the parent be wile, ſolid, judicious, holy : for ſuch a one 
claimes it by many reſpe&s : but, even when ſeely , when 
unwiſe, irreligious, and obftinate. The good parent may 
pray for thy ſucceſle, as well as endow and enrich thee. But 
- the bad and prepoſterous cannot forfeit his right to his 
childe, though he may diſable it : he muſt have the honour 
of thy conſen', though thou canſt not enjoy the good of 1t, 
Above all, let religious children beware of prevarication in 
this kinde; calling in queſtion their lincerity this way: yea, 
though they meet with many rubbes 1n their way : yet let 
them by their good converſation, prevaile with parents, Þ 
and ſeeke God to breake and mollifie their parents ſpirits,ra- 
ther thento exaſperate. Yea, let mothers have this honour 
as well as fathers : perhaps they can better adviſe : howſo- 
ever, they have merited this honour as well as fathers. Yea 
let all ſuch as are ſer in place of ſuch by marriage of owne 
Pry, all tutors, guardians, and governours | in this 
inde. Thinke not that your youth and wit can ſee further 
inthis kinde then theirs : children will ſay that old folke 
dote, and are fooles : but old ones know that children are 
ſo: God hath given them as props, therefore deſpiſe them 
x. 52M. 25. not, Andto end,l ſay unto you as Abigail to David,It (hall 
not grieve you one day, but much coinfort you, that you 
have not made ſad aloving parent. You ſhall never have 
Pro, 10. Cauſe to repent you. The way of the Lord (faith Salomon) 
is ſtrength to them that walke aprightly. The word of God 
Mica. 2. (ſaith Aicag 1s good to him that is upright, Though there 
were 
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were no reward for it, yet there is reward enough, even in 
this, I have denyed my ſelfe, and obeyed. Se much. for this 
former branch, the duty of children to parents herein. 

The ſ{ccond branch concernes the dignity ef parents. g,,,ch 4. 
They mult conceive, that even in their priviledge there ly- D.g.uty of p3- 
eth a duty toe, to Lod, te the childe, They ſay as the ren. 
Centurion did, I my ſelfe am under authority. Therefore ,, 
here is ſad reproofe to parents, for a world of abuſes. Truly ;, hem + 
molt parents may thanke themſelves for their childrens dit- : egle& the 
reſpeR in this kinde : they never ſought to nurture them care of their 
up in Gods feare : to informe and teach them in the trade Children. 
ef Gods way, or their owne: But either out of a foolith 
affection and pitty, will never ſee ought amiſle in them, as 
Adonija and Abjalon were to David: (and the fruit was ſus 
table :) or a great and falſe opinion they have of their chil- 
drens dexterity and ſufficiency in this kinde, which is the 
high way to theirruine : or elſe they offend in a baſe and de- 
gcnerate ſoftneſſe, which hinders them from maintaining 
their authority. in their childrens hearts : Too much faum- 
liarity begets contempt : and if a ſcrvant over cockered,wall 
looke to be as a child, then will a chuld looke to be haile fel- 
low well met witha parent. There is a mediocrity be- 
tween <xCefle of rigor in many parents , whereby they are © cg o__ 
ſo darke and aloote from their children, as if they were ©. way be- : 

ſome other mens children,and thei: flaves; (which imbreeds rweenawuſte- 
bad thoughts of them, baſe qualities of ſ& vility and hollow- ry, and f-lly 
nes in chulldren, and exaſperates their ſpirits againſt them:) 2 _ —_ 
It cauſes Chidrents thinke themſelves flighted, and as in o- © Sen: 
ther points, ſo in marriage, as if parents were too high to 
take thought for it. Difference (1 ſay ) there is betweene 
auſterity, and the contrary cxtreame , of fooliſh familiarity. 
For by this, children grow ſo ſawcy and effeminated , that 
they thinke it almoſt ridiculous to queſtion it , whether 
their parents will conſent to their choices : becauſe they 
ave beene wont to be ſoothed imall, by them, and never 
crofled. Pal ſayth well to young T i othy, ſee that no man 
dcſpiſe thee. So I to old parents. Doc nothing which 
which might fortcit thy a Gath the hand of tliy Boy, 
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or Girle, Of all ſuch I ſay, as old Facob to Kexben , Thy dig. 
nity is gone. Lay the foundation, O parent, of that priyj. 
ledge, which thou wouldeſt preſervete thy ſelfe,in the wiſe 
menaging of thy childs ſpirit while he is yong and tender; 
for thats the ſeaſon of leavening him with ſuch principles, 
as muſt worke after.. k 
B effi ang Ocher parents fo love their eafe and vacation from care 
reſpects of 1 a- and ſollicitude,that, rather then they woul1 take the paines, 
rents in diſre- they chuſe to commit all to wind and weather, leave allto 
_ gard of their the will of the children , hit they, or miſſe they, they care 
ChulereP. ot. Doe we know (ſay they ), what will fit and content 
our Children, what woman they would fancy ,. or diſtaſte?-. 
It we ſhould negotiate in this worxe, our children perhaps, 
would beſhrew ns, for ever after, and never love us more, 
We for our parts have given our ſelves content in our wives 
and matches,and we have done well (God be thanked) and. 
ſo (we hope) may they allo. Surely you teach your children 
good divinity. They ſee ſmall religion ſerves your turne, 
and you are better without it , then withit : and they ſee, 
that if they ſhould marry any better then the parents, the 
goodnefſe of a wife would be but a ſuperflous obje to 
them, if not a continuall cyeſore, and therfore they tread 
in their ſteps , like child ſtrives to give content to like 
parent. 

Other parents are alfo ſo inconſtant in.their humors,and 
a1mes at their childrens matches, that they can never come 
to a point with themfelves about them : Their hearts are 
carnall, and therfore never ſatisfied. Fpr, either on the one 
fide, they are ſo wedded to the peny, that ( although they 
very well might ) they are loth to part with any thing, for 
the preſent, to procure comperent portions for the children: 
Or cle, they ſeeing their eſtate tog narrow for their proud 
hearts, and ſcorning that they ſhould match their children 
no better,then they can ; forbeare altagether to yeeld con- 
ſent to any : though the yeares an defires of the poore 
children crave it : Or elſe they aime at ſuch portions for 
their heires, for the helping forward of their daughters 
matches, or elfe looke at ſuch concurrences of birth and 
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parts, that ſcarſe any can pleaſe them. Others are acceſſi- 
ric to their childrens bad matches, by their unprevention 
and dalliance : ( as before hath beene ſpoken ) and per- 
mitting their children unſeaſonable commerce and long ac- 
quaintance with ſuch, as they know to be ſutable compa- 
nions, cannot breake them off after, when they would , be 
cauſe they are ſnared. Others are too ſatagent and bufic a- 
bout their childrens matches, for they being led by no 
groundes nor ſound reaſons , but fancie, doe perſwade 
their children to ſuch matches, as become — {naring 
and uncomfortable to them for ever after , ſelling them to 
forrow. . 
| Neither are parents guilty onely about the match it ſelfe, , 
but alſs the conſequence thereof. For why ? through their Sages = 
indiſcrees love to their welfares , and their ambitious de- rents in _ 
ſires for their childrens enhaun{ments, they grant greater much love to 
jointures to their eldeſt then their eſtates will permit , and Children, 
ſodamnikie the rett of their better deſerving children, and 
either muſt runne themſelves into endlefle debts by borrow- 
ing for them, or elſe be at their curtefie for the releaſing of 
that , which they might have kept ſtill in their owne hands. 
By this folly they doe a double miſchiefe : for firſt they ſet The r. degreer 
the clder on float , to be ſome great perſons, and raiſe up 
their ſpirits above their eſtates, drawing them to great ex- 

ence, cempany, and at laſt to ruine : aud then for the ma- 

ing of the eldeſt a Gentleman , they muſt leave the reft to 
beggery : either baſely to depend upon their brother for 
meanes ( which commonly falls ſhort , and comes to no- 
thing) or clic to take debanched courſes, to itcale, to 
ſherke for their living. Thus the folly of parents ( upon the 
ſequele of their childrens firſt matching ) filles the world 
with bare youger bretheren,-with war -A and idle ones, 
ſnaring them with perpetua l1diſcord and quarrells, and at 
laſt bringing them to moſt diſhonorable ends. No, no : you 
parents,be wiſe, od hath made you your childrens carvers: 
Set your houle in order,and doe not make confulien amon 
your poſterity , to pleaſe the humor of one chuld : letall 
have childrens parts : Doe not ruſh your ſelves into fuch 
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debts, as your heires muſtbe faine to take all, and pay all; 
and he face the reſt ; Let the eldeſt ( carrying himſelfe 
well.) have a double portion (education being conſidered 
which the eldeſt are ſureſt of )- andthe reſt , a competent 
allowance ;- for perhaps they may do as much good 1n their 
places after, as the elder, if not more, for grace doth net al. 
way goe wich Birthright. EPFL 4 | 
But , above all follies in this kind, that 1s moſt eminent; 
when parents, to make their children great , thruſt them» 
ſelves out of all , that their chuldren might ſucceed them in 
their places, holding the candle to them, while they dor'all; 
and a& their parts upon the ſtage. And by this meanes 
both father and mother, which have lived in good ſort all 
theirtime, come in their old datesto depend: wholy upon 
their childrens curtefie : That part of their life, which of 
all others,. requires belt attendance and maintenance; muſt 
now- become moſt ſhiftlefſe and deſolate. They muſt 
come out of the hall into the kitchin, fit at tables end, or in 
the chimny corner with a poore pittance ſent them , and at 
laſt die in diſcontent, and repenting themſelves of their fol- 
ly. Bu:,if they-may be at good teaimes, upon condition of 
being their ſervants both without doors and. within;as droils 
and drudges, they may deeme themſeves well apayd. For 
when all ſtrength and ability is gone, then are they no lon- 
ger ſet by, but caſt up for hawkes meat, deſpiſed , counted 
as burdens, wherefore ts be eaſed would be no {mall joy to 
their children: And it its worſe with ſome parents,becauſe 
they liveto ſee all ſpent and conſumed, e're they die, one 
and other, ftocke and branches, all withered and come to 
naught. -Be wiſe, you parents, yechd not your ſelves cap- 
tives and priſoners to your Children : no priſon :can bee 
more yrkeſome to a parent,then a ſonne or daughters houſe: 
Truſt.neither ofthem'in this caſe, for in truth; your ſelves 
anke the ſnare,and your children put it on you : you wron 

your children in putting that into their hands, which Go! 

hath denied them : Love muſt deſcend, not aſcend : its not 
naturall (faith Pa! ) for children to provide for parents, 
Cut for parents to provide for them, therefore invert not 
| == providence. 
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providence. Looke to- your conſent, and looke tothoſe - 


conſequences following upon your conſent ; be ſure to 
hold ſtroake ſufficient'in your hand, for the ſecuring of love 
and duty from your children. You will ay, all children are 
not alike in this caſe : its true; butthe beſt will bite, and the 
ordinance of God muſt be attended unto, as the firſt rule in 
ſuch eaſes as theſe. Sure bind, ſure find : if you muſt needs 
come downe,rather chyſe to fall into the hands of God,then 
your Children. 


; Neithermuft I paſſe by GuatJians and Governours ef Or- ,,, c.. 
phans in this poirit : many of whom being lefc as menagers Guardians 
of the ſtocks and portions of children, being now ſecure of and Gover- 


any cie to ſee or judge them , doe molt trechereuſly betray 7ors of Or- 
phans in this 


pooorechildren to nyuſery, both before , and in their marri- 
ages. They make the childrens monies , payments of their 


kindof neg- 
le& ſundric 


debts, enhanſing of their owne ſtates, and houskeepings : aies. 


bringing up the children at meane termes , binding them to 
baſe maſters, and expoſing them to the hardeſt conditions , 
for back , belly, and conſcience. When their time of pay- 
ments come , they bring in m—_ billes of expences , under 
color, and pretend great de>ts, and charges lying upon 
them, for *»2 execution of the wills of the deceaſed : As 
for their matches,they put them offto inferiour perſons,fuch 
as very mean portions may content and ſatisfie,interverting 
the reſt, to their owne ends : and by one cunning flight or 
other, eluding the allegations and complaints of their or- 
phans, and leaving them to ſtand to their lot,or elſe to ſinke 
1n their ſorrowes. Our daies are full of theſe examples : 
and as full of the juſt hand of God apen ſuch privie theeves 
and traytorsasthoſe. Another ſort of Guardians authorized 
by the law to beſo, ( although of late God be thanked, bet- 
ter order is taken that-parents or next of kin may be the un- 
dertakers for the children if they will gpeto the price } doe 
make a mecre marquet of- their orphans, and ſell them as 
ſheepe and ſwine for money. Quite overthrowing the pur- 
poſe ef the law, which is to be faithfull for the good of the 


'orphan. Inſtead of offering yea providing meet wives for 


them, ſuch as might be every way ſutable to their place, 
| N 3 buth 
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birth and worth, what doe they ? Surely they turne to the 
{poile,and offzr them ſuch as they know will be unwelcome, 
and ſo thereby purchaſe a great fine anto themſelves, and 
leave them to their owne Choice and fortunes. Others,more 
diſhoneſtly , force baſe and inconvenient matches upon 
them ; either matching them to their owne children, and (6 
ray{ing their owne eſtates thereby < orelſe, ſelling them for 
mony to others; ( and which is worſt of all) leſt the orphan 
ſhould ſuſpe& and ſhunne the offer propounded ; what doe 
they ? They marry them in their childhood at x0. 13. or 13. 
yeares of age , long before the time of meet cohabitation, 
tending the one to travaile , till he have fulfilled his yon 

wives yeares 3 who when they retarne, come to them wi 

a forced affetion, and that breeds difdaine, where there 
ſhauld be greateſt affeftion. And hereby growes ſuch di- 
{taſte betweene the parties , that they > $4 each others 


fcilowſhip,bed and boord,expoſe each others to moſt deſpe- 
rate ſnares, andto promiſcuous Jults : and, if there be any 


reconciliation wrought, its but violent, and the curſed fruits 
of the ſeparation doe ſo diſtemper their hearts, that they fall 
at new Jarres for their unchaſtity , and dilloialty of bodies : 
they renounce ſome of the children, as none of their owne, 
aad ſo, doe but paſſe on a moſt uncomfortable time of mar- 
riage, more diſmall, then to live in a wildernefle, becauſe 
the neceſlity of an unwelcome, chaine, makes it doably 
weariſome. And as themſeves, ſo they who were the authors 
of fuch matches, dolive together at deadly feude , at conti- 
nuall ſates, the one ſtriving to revenge himſelfe upon the 0- 
ther, till both their eſtates be ruined. I doe not hereby ex- 
clude wuardians, from that due reſpet which the law affor- 
deth when their care and reſpe&t to their orphans welfare is 
{utable to the calling of a Governoar : But, whatſoever the 
law allots, the Mas fo of one that feares God ſhould be 
{o tender, that themſclves, being no loſers , inreſped of the 
charge which they have bin at,, they ſhould deale with the 
orphan mercifully in all other re{pet of advantage, which 
a man- of no. conſcience would encroach upon. Such & 
looke at their own peace and the honour of their prafetion, 
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will be wary , in ſach undertakings, to make their retreat 
fure, that nothing may'after be caſt upon them, which might 
crocke their name or religion, or give occaſion to-others , 
either to ſtumble at the practice, or tomake it at a prefident 
for the like impiety. 
To conclude, 1 ſay this to allparents, who will be ruleq Vie of exhor. 
by the word, boaſt not of your honour and priviledge, to _ _ 
doe hart with :. Shunne all thoſe baſe diſtempers of which hc; Ch 
I have treated at large , as the infamies and reproaches of this greac 
bad parents, or poo : Sinne not on either hand,ether wetk, 
on the right, or left, neither by baſe fuggiſh negle& and 
contempt of this charge, nor yet by any abuting of your li- 
berty , to the prejudice of your children. But walke in the 
cleere way of duty. To which end, conſider, your preroga- 
tive iS allotted you by God,no otherwiſe,then that you might 
undertake the duty, more cheerfully.. Be circumſpeR, pajn- 
full, wiſe and helpfull to your children, ('ſo farre as your 
meanes will admit ) with a free , beteaming heart : God 
tries your love and integrity,by this occaſion. Times are now 
owne ſuch, that the beſt om Cannot improve their 
Ges and affedtion to their well deſerving children, as were 
tobe wiſhed : the world is at ſuch an highrate, that they 
whoſe eſtates are not very great, can hardly light upon a 
comely ſutable match,cſpecially for daughters: there being 
none ſo meane now adaies, but looke for as good portions, 
as inour predeceſſors time , would have beene thought a 
very good portion for men thrice above their faſhion : And 
it is the liſcaſe as well of the children of God, asof men, 
to flight good matches , where exceſle of portion attends 
not : yea, I am perſwaded,i's the cauſe why Gods hand is ſo 
manifeſt in the ill ſuccefie of moſt matches, becauſe God. 
was never fo little looked at in marnages, as now. But as 
for theſe things, let both good parents and children , count 
« their affli tion ; beare ut meekely , and Jeave it to God, 
Let your love be neverthelefle , to doe them the good you 
can. It s not in your power to do all you would ; God will 
have ſomewhat lcft to himtelfe : Smaller matches with 
Gods preſence and bleiling, (for ought I fee ) may in ſhort 
tlncg 
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children, both in your education, meanes, ann, 


time , equall farre greater , in ſucceſſe. Doe that for your: 

prayers 
Yovidence which is in your power te doe, a * r the 
-he reſt, remember, marriages are made in heaven , and 
-hence muſt expe their happinefſe : you can doe no more 
:hen you can. And, for this whole argument , viz. conſent 
of parents, thus much, 


Cuayr. V. 


Touching a cent1att, What it meanes. The ſubſtance 
of it. Anſwer to ſome queſtions about. 


Second digreſ. Oncerning this argument , the firſt enquirie, will be a- 


Gon to the 


bout the word (contrat ) how and in what ſenſe ' 


point of Con- we here uſe 1t : Then touching the neceflity or indifference 


tracts 


Contraft in 
what ſenſe 
hcre uſed, 


thereof. Thirdly , concerning the performance and a of 
contracting. Fourthly, touching ſuch reaſons or rcſpedts as 
wherupon 1t may ſceme to be reaſonably practiſed. And then 
ſhall want ſuch quzres , as are or may be made againft it, or 
about it. Laſtly we will conclude with ſome uſe of the 
point. For the former of theſe we here make a contract, a 
relative word importing an antecedent a&t berweene two 
parties, who intend marriage : that is taſay,a private , muy 
tuall,free,rnconditionall promiſe, having paſt between theſe 
two perſons to marry each other , and no other. But here 
this contra is-not ment ; but a more ſolemiae and open 
binding expreſſion of this former promiſe made, that it ma 
be ratihed and ſtrengrhned, as becommeth a butinefſe of 1q 
great conſequence, So that before we ceme to any other 
conſideration, we mult necds premic a little, touching mar» 
riage promifcs,imadein private betweene the ſingle parties, 
( it being preluppoled that they be not within degrees pro* 
hibited , and further tha! they be without all exceptian,, of 
inconvenicuce, or ill report and ſcandall ( as in the caſe 
of cozen Germans 1s manifeſt) an.l the nature thereof, For 
we 
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wemaſt know, that although anexpliciteor expreſſed con- 


trat » hath in it che greater force externall beforemen, te 


tye the parties to marriage ; yet the mutuall promiſes of promiſes oc 


them both joyntly made, cit her at the firſt , or afterwards, marriage, the 
doe as deepely binde them both before God , and in court rot ot: a con- 


of conſcience, as the other doth. And indeed the difference 
betweene them, is not formall, but accidentall : and both are 
true reall contracts, or covenants, the one as the other : and 
if there be ſomewhat in the exprefled contract which is not 
inthe other ,-in reſpe&t of outward obligation : then may 
there be truly ſaid to be ſomewhat in the former , which is 
Rot in that , 1n reſpeR of eſſence. For the being ofthe ex- 
preſſed contradt reſts in the former , viz. in the deliberate, 
voluntariz , mutuall and honeſt reſolutions efthe partics a- 
mong themſelves : which being paſt, givethe eſſence to 
MATge, before the other came, and is the foundation and 


ecac, 


To be very 
cautionfly 
made, and 
e.icir pro- 


ground of thelatter : For elſe it —_— ſaid, that any paſ- pcrtich, 


lage of expreſſion betweene two, before witneſle, falling 
from parties, though in raſhneſſe, or in ſport, or upon a 
quettion "chan: 6. » Might carry the force of a contra, 
which no manof any ſence can imagine : to wit, becauſe 
the expreſſed contra& before witnefſe, implieth a former 
mutuall conſent betweene them, not now to be queſtioned : 
but yet for ſpeciall cauſes, to be more ſollemnly and pub- 
liquely teſtified for avoyding ef great inconvenience. And 
this appeares plainly by the effet which a contrat or pro= 
miſe produceth : and that is a great alteration in the parties, 
who before ſuchpromiſe ; were their owne and had the 
ſtroke in their ownc hand ,” to diſpoſe of themſelves as they 
pleaſe : But , after their mutuall promiſe , they ceaſe ts be 
their owne, and paſſe over themielves, ( not their money , 
or corne, or goods, but themſelves ) eachunder God to the 
other, ſo that now each hath power over other, and onely 
one over the other. In ſo much that whatſoever other pro» 
miſe ſhould poſſibly be made, by both of them, or either of 
them), to any other, befides themſelves, if contefſed!, doth 
difanull it ſelfe , andis :pſo faRo voide, by vertue of the pre- 
contra&t or forepromiſe 1o made : But although it _ 
Q nicda , 


wed ee 
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nyed, yet it r evertheles bindes them before God, fo that they 
{all be for ever culpable before im,of treachery and ſpouſe. 
breach, without repentance. If this were conſidered, 
doubtlefſe it wouli awe the ſpirits of many hot and nn. 
ſtayed yoong ones , from ſuch attempts. But of that after, 
Hcere onely I ſay , thatſecing the true nature of ſelfe re. 
nouncirg and ſclfe i reſydes as really ina private 
promiſe, aS in a witneſſed contrat , therfore they are not 
two things , but the ſame with divers circumſtances for 
ſpeciall reaſons, annexed. So much forthe acception ofthe 
word. 

R-all con- To this I may addegthat in ſome caſes,realls may counter- 

t ats as goCd yajle yerballs: whenas a thing Jone implies as much(in the 

as verbal, -4dgement of a d ſcreet man ) as a promiſe made in words, 
As if. a perſon formerly intermitting a purpoſe to marry 
anothe: y2t hearing , that ſhe is attempted by a new lover, 
ſhall repaire to the-party and ſay,ſoit is that you know thete. 
is love betweene you and me ofa long time depending, fo 
deep , that I dare notin conſcience, yeeld my right in.you 
to any other , wherefore I pray you, if any fuch thing be 
offred , accept it not : .this;in conſcience tics the party to 
marry her, and is equivalent 1n promiſe, .and if there be wit- 
veſſe, it concludes again(t him, that ſhall deſert her, Why ? 
bccauſe he defrandes her of a poſſibility of equall weight, 
to his oWwne mart jage, So againe,a man hathdeſiſted to pre- 
ſecutean offer of marriage witha woman, Virgin, or wid- 
dow. (allis'one)) .and the woman adreſſes her ſelfe to a 
farre off dwelling , perhaps thouſands of miles out of the 
Kingdome : . The man hearing of her drifc, comes to her, - 
and tells her , that. whereas there hath beene ſome inter- 
miilion of love and marriage-ſute along time , yet nov! he 
cannot permit her to gae that long voyage, his love is fo 
deepe tow; ris her, and therefore ditiwades her jour- 
ney - 

Here I ſay, tat all oagh the woman (if free before) is at 
her owne hand to'goc, or not to goe, yet if ſhe conſent to 
ſtay, the motion made is equipollent to a promiſe of ;narr1- 
age ; end cannot in conſcience norrighteouſneſſe be _ 

en 
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ken off by the man. Many like inſtances nught be uſed : bur 
theſe areſufficient. 

The Vſe,&c. This being thus, , what ſhould the puniſh- 
ment be of ſuch counterfeits, and impudent varlets, whs 
dare falfifie the matter of a promiſe, that is, impudently a- 
verre and beat downe a party, that there hath beene a c6- 
venant and promiſe of marriage betweene them, when as 
yet never any ſuch thing was in the world ? I fay ſach per- 
1ons ought to have the uttermoſt penalty inflited that the 
Law can impoſe : as being an extreame impeachmeat of 
the credit and eſtate of the innocent party, and a marke of 
intolerable audaciouſneſſe in abuſing ſo ſolemne a thing, to 
any counterfeit ends of baſe wretches, not meet to live in 
a Commonwealth. An example whereof wee have latel 


had in our Corner, by ſo much the more odious, becauſe ſo 
inſolent. 


Before I paſſe from this point of promiſe,it may be asked, What promiſe 
I anſwer: for marriage 
Furſt, 1t muſt be mutual ; ſecondly, voluntary or free; third- 99th bind. 


what promiſe doth realize marriage before God 


ly, without error; I meane ſuch as doth overthrow and con- 

tradict jt ſelfe. Firſt, it muſt be gutuall, and equal}, not of 

cne tothe other onely,but of that other to him? For ifſuch 

a promiſe be a putting off ones ſelfe into the power of ano- 

ther : then,as no man can put himſclfe into anothers power 

without an a& of his owne reſignation of the 1'b-rty he had 

in himſelfe, ſo neither can cach of the two parties give up 

their liberties without mutuall' conſent cach to other. For 
in marriage the yeelding up of the right of one, receives 2 
right jn another:and therfore it muſt be mutuall and recipro- 
Call. If one ſhall pretend the promiſe of the other, and yet 
ſuſpend his owne;as thinking hereby to _=_ that party to his 
owne time and leaſure, himſclfe being free,he is decerved. 
For matriage conſent muſt be mutuall ; and the oy with- 
drawing conſent, doth in that reſpe& extinguiſh and make 
fruſtrare the others promiſe from ſnaring the promifer : ex+ 
Cept afterward the other party alſo ſhall 'as freely come in 
25 the other did,and ſo make the promiſe mutuall and equall. 
I have heard of a fad accident in this kinde,that befell a ſui- 
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tor to a maid, being a-Gentleman of good perſonage;he ſec- 
ing himſelfe to have wonne the affeFions of the maid,.and 
thinking himſelfe fure enough of ker,without any deepe ob- 
liging himſelfe unto her , pleaſed himſclfe in his conqueſt, 
and there reſted : ſo long tillthe Gentlewoman perceiving 
her ſelfe lighted, fell to as deepe a diſdaine of him, as hee 
had beene indifferent to her : in ſo much as another match 
being offered her, ſhe embraced it. But the report thereof 
comming to the Gentleman,as he was playing very ſolemn- | 
ly. upon his Lute, he ſuddenly ſtart up,and breaking his Lute 
all to peeces, inſtantly went out of his wits. A_ notable 
Item to all,that they play not faſt and looſe in matter of mu- 
tuall promife,, and ſpeedy diſpatch of marrjage.. Secondly, 
it muſt be free and voluntary, not drawne forth by circum- 
vention and ſubtill trickes or polices, cither of the par- 
ties themſelves, noryet their agents and ſpokeſinen :: nox 
extorted by feare and threats, either of parents,(when they 


' aredefirous to put off their children for their eaſe, and are 


{ct to diſpatEh the matter), or by the parties themſelves, (as 
when the man menacing the woman, and attempting to ra» 
vith her, except (hee conſent, or to doe other violence to 
her, doe hereby force a.promiſe from her)or any other who 
are active in the buſinefle. And this I would have noted,that 
althougt-parents doe not uſe any compulſory and terrifying 
courlſcs, todraw their children.to. inconvenient, matChes; 
yet if they doe carry themſclves Rearnly, to their children in 
an indiret ways. and refuſe to. heare. them..who are. third 
parties, uſing weighty.reafons to diflwade ; or if the:parents 
doc not rather in meekneſfle convince the childe by reaſons 
invincible out of the word,. or other reſpes of good rear 
ſon and diſcretion, that its a meet match,yeclding ſtillto the 
Cchildes objeRions, . (Who mult bide by the ſorrow, when 
the parent goes frec) then I ſay, That.the overmuch reve 
rentiall awe of the parent, ſmiting into.the childe a loath- 
nefle to offend, a. taking deliberation away from it, that 
{o its led ina. cord of -necellity to doe that which elſe it 
would not doe: I ſay this ought to bee counted as a com- 
pulſion, and ſuch a childe. to. be. pittied and freed _ the 
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Contra : Or, if marrioge procced, and ill conſequences 
follow, they mult be all faftned upon the parent, notupon 
the childe, and the childe may claime the beſt amends. I ſay 
then ſuch promiſes binde notin confcience, becauſe the 
princible of willingnefle is abſent : and the party would 
never have conſented, if fuch feare and compullion had not 
beene uſed. I adde this, except afterward the party being 
freed from ſuch feare, andreturning to her ſelfe, ſhall ex- 
prefle another- conſent free and ingenuous : then the for- 
mer impediment cannot fruſtrate this latter promile. 


Thirdly, it muſt alſo be without deceit or falſe opinion : 3. A plaine 
and that in ſach a kinde, as oppeſeth marriage eſſcntially; Woe wha 


Hence thoſe Heatheniſh preſidents of marriages are fru- 
ftrate, when-one ſexe marries the ſame, (Nero was an hor- 
rible example)when an Eunuch marries a woman,or a Wo- 
man marries an Hermophradite (one of the Epicene gen- 
der,) when a man isdeceivediin the perſon,as facob in Lea, 
put into his bed in ſtead of Rabel: (notwithRanding the a&t 
of copulation) but eſpecially, when the party wy re" to 
be pure, and a virgin, proves defiled and corrupted : in ſuch 
a caſe,if it breake out, before marriage conſummate, it doth 
juſtly infringe the promiſe, and makes it of none cff:&. This 


be ſaid touching a binding promiſe. But touching this laſt What that is. 


of error, underitand it of no other errors accidentall, which 
doe not of themſelves crofſe marriage. For, though they 
may be ſuch as gave occaſion to thc party to conſent, -and, 
had the error becne foreknowne, the party would not have 
yeelded :- yet becaufe they difannull not the reall knot of 
marriage, that is, peculiarity of perſon,by defilement,there- 
fore they are preſumed no other then in ſome caſes would 
have beene admitted ; and therefore the party muſtſtick to 
his or to her promiſe,nevertheleſſe ; and therefore let them 
either beare 1t as their defart for lacke of inquilition, or if 


they did their indeavour to be informed,but were deceived, 


tet them take it as the triall which God hath put upon them; 
the promiſe bindes ſtill, except the other. party releaſeth it. 
And ſo much for this queſtion. 


Some Vſe would doe well, ercI leave it; becauſe the 7 x, 
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Admonition Point is but eccaſionall,and ſhall be no more returned unto, 
toll parties And T would urge theſe two uſcs following, the one of Ad- 
to beware of monition, the other of Reproofe. The admonicion is , that 


their marriage Gnoje perſons be well adviſed of their promiſes, ere they 
promilſcs. 


make them. And indeed few words might ſerve, 1f the for- 
mer item were well regarded: viz. that the ſpeaking ofa 
few words at once, may for ever diſpoſſeſle them of their li 
berty, never to be recovered : fooles once, and(laves per- 
petually. So that its no matter of ſlightnes, and merryment, 
no play,no trifle, no ſport, except you will call that a ſport 
which may colt a poore wretch both body and ſoule. Abner 
indeed called murder a ſporte , but bitternefſe was in the 
end of it. Be adviſed therefore : and let this point , ſeaſo- 
nably as a hammer knocke home to the head the former ex- 
hortation of marrying inthe Lord, and wiſely to laoke well 
about you, e're you venture. I pray tell me, would you wil- 
lingly make another man maſter and owner of any commec- 
dity you have for nothing ? ſay it were but your horſe, or 
cow,yca were it but a dogg, which you ſet by ? I trow not, 
how much leſle of thy ſelfe ? Art thou1o ſcelly as toreſigne 
up the right of thy ſelfe, and to make thy ſelfe a priſoner, 
a captive, in the priſon of marriage, whence there is no ct- 
cape. Surely no except thou art mad, and hateſt thine own 
Pelh : thou weuld(t not doe that with a breath , which all 
thy worth cannot revoke and undoe? As Salomen ſaith, be- 
ware how thon beceme furety for a ſtranger : quit thy. ſelfe 
{>edily,and deliver thy ſclfe as a Rocand aS a bird from the 
net of the purſuer. Man or woman , youth or maid , looke 
to your prom'ſes. I thinke reſignation of a mans or womans 
ſclfe to an other, had not need to be to every commer ,. to 
every unknowne ſtranger, to each unchaſt, irreligious, inr 
di\creet companion, which might make thy life irkeſome for 
ever. In the promiſe is the four:dation of marriage : whether 
it be well done or ill, it can bedone but once, therefore let 
it {edeliberately , wiftly and well done. Oh! letitbe a 
ſolemne thought with yon, my promiſe gives away my ſclfc 
and takes unto wy 1elte another , my liberty is gone, If a 
worman be urged to give u9 her right onely ina little copy: 
| ho 
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hold ſhe will ſhrug at it , and thinke well of it betore hang ; 
And yet fhee may poſlibly recover a better peece of Lind,, 
for a {mall matter : But this tree hold of thy perſon, and. 
thy liberty, onCe refigned up and forgone, can never be re- 
covered againe. Therefore I ſay, be well advifed ere thou 
forfeit it. 

The ſecond uſe is Terror and Reproofe to all who have r;4, and in. 
diſguiſed themſelves in this kigd of inconſiderate, raſh pro- conſiderate 
miſes. You ſhall haye leaſure enough to repent , if anguiſh promiſes of 
will ſuffer you. Alſo of all violent parents, whoto be ridd - 1" rg 
oftheir children, force: them npon unſutable marriages , _ - © 
which their ctildren had as leive part wich their lives, as i 
venture upon : and ſo bring upon them a laſting monument 
of miſery. If ſaith the parent, thou refuſe this match, I will 
never own thee for my child, I will diſpoſſeſſe thee of 
all? Nay what ſay you to parents who firſt defloure virgins, 
and-then force their childen to marry the harlots,. for 
a cover of their owne villanie : Is not this curſed love, and 
cruell command of an inocent chila? But to be ſhort,eſpeci- 
ally it rebuketh the baſeneſſe of many, who caſt arrowes,and 
deadly things, and fay amnot I in ſport ? that 1s, who ſcrue 
thendelves with ſtrong per{ſwaſions and arguments into 
the hearts of ſuch as they ſue unto, and having ſo done , 
breake oft all againe, and wipe off every crumme off their 

mouthesas if they had caten no bread : Oh, you maſterleſle 

perſons : what ?- are ſollemne promiſes but cobwebs, 

which great flyes can breake through? Make ye no bones 

ofthein ? doe ye ſnap theſe bandes in two as Samſon did his , 

cordes and greene withes ?- There is one who is ſtronger 

then you, who will not be mocked , but bind you ferbur- 

ſting in cheines too ſtrong for you.) But. perhaps you will 

fay, ifit were my lightnefſe and giddineſle , it were very 

ſinfull indeed, and I deſerved never to be truſted more. Yes - 

perhaps your word ſhall be taken, but it (hall be by iuch an 

ene, as ſhall make you doe ovm_— againſt your will, all 

your life forthe breach of that promiſe whichyou willingly 

made. But you have fincethat heard ſad reports of the par- 

ty: for inſtance ſake. That the woman 15 no huſwife, or 
1s 
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is a Mclanctolique perſon, not fit for your temper , nor yet 
{ in a ſecond marriage ) for your children, or ſhe hath ſome 
of her owne , or ſome ſuch blemiſh now you have found 
out : well either theſe are true or elſe falſe. Are they falle? 
How baſcly minded art theu, whom the pratling -tongue of - 
ſome falſe ſycophant, jangler or goſfip ( loving neither her 
nor thy ſelfe unfeignedly , ſhake that affection of 
thine , which being well grounded once ( as thou, fuppo- 
ſedft ) drew from thee promiſes of marriage? But ſay they 
are true in part, or wholly? what then? They come in out of 
ſeaſon , the ſteed is ſtolen, its too late now to ſhut the ſtable 
doore : affe&ions are ſnared,thou maiſt not deſert her. Walt 
thou not in thy owne power before? hath any man forced 
thee ta reſigne it,fave thy free ſelfe? Thouart ſnared : andl 
{ay, if ſhe ſhould releaſe thee, it were her meeknes and diſ- 
cretion , but its thy raſhnefle : ifthou wert amerced as he 
was , who defiled a Virgin, for the ſatisfaction of her dif 
contented ſpirit, and queſtioned name, thou were well ſer- 
ved, No other ſatisfation can duely be made her, then 
thy returne againe to her with ſo much the more affection, 
by how much thy deſerting of her hath beeene long and 
yrkeſome. Let the falling out of friends, be the renung of 
love : Thou departedſt once, that thou mighft returne 
_ ever. And thus much for this occaſionall point of pro» 

ES. 

Now 1 come to the ſecond generall - having ſhewed ther- 
fore of what contra I am heere to ſpeake, viz. af a wit- 
neſſed and profeſſed contra, it may be demanded whether 
it be efſentiall or not , to marriage * To which I ſay , that 
the efſence of marriage conſiſts in the former pronuſe mr 
king mutually to each other : therefore there is no efſentiall 
neceſſity of the witneſſing and profelling thereof, before 0- 
thers , but marriage may ſtand asreall and firme , in point 
of ſubſtance without it as with it, Howbeit , I conceaveit 
to be of very ſpeciall expediencie and uſe, for the behoefc 
and goed of the parties , as I ſhall after manifeſt. All ſorts 
of people, even very-heathens have alwaics eſteemed EF 
pouſalle, Betrothings, Aſſurings, ContraQings — 
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( for they are all one) to be very folemne matters, as the 
words they uſe,and the ceremonies then performed,do teſti- 
ke: So ſacred and reverend « hath appeared to all forts,that ContraQs ve. 
there ſeems to be a finger of God,pointing out tie uſefulnes ry anzicent,and 
thereof. Witneſle the aſſembling of the triends of the par- vt £<ncral uſe, 
ties on both ſides to be ſpeRators rherof, that ſo thebleſſing 
of it might bee more cffeAuall. Witneſle that initance of 
Booz and Rath who were (as it were) atfianced in the 
ate of their City , before many ſolemne witnefles : wha 
cing called forth to teſtifie the contract, did aſſent thereto, 
and by theiracclamations and thanksgivings, and prayers 
to God for them, graced and honored the tame. So that its 
no wonder if the Church of bath old and new Teſtament 
did praQtiſe it. And its particularly ſpecified in the Genera-" 
tion of Chriſt, that when 7oſeph and Mary had been eſpou- 
ſed together , before they came together, ſhee was found 
with child, of the holy Ghoſt. The Hebrew writers tell us rewin Con. 
of the formes and tenor of words uſed ameng the Iewes, wats what ? 
to wit , that by divers reall ceremonies, they | grin : 
the promiſe which had paſſed betweene the parties, and 
that ina ſet meeting of the familie. Somtimes they did it 
by tickets of paper, written by cach of their hands, and de- 
livered by each other mutually. Sometime by very ſolemne 
words of, obligation paſling betweene them : ſometime by 
a _ of cone given and received, which by the change 
of poſſeſſion, argued the poſſeſſion and aſſignment which 
one made and \urrendred to the other : All to ſhew that 
they accoumpted this buſineſſe no trifle, or toy, to be wan- 
tonly uſed, forthe pleaſing of carnall humors, but a divine 
ordinance requiring firme and ſtrong aſſurance cach of o- 
ther. The formes were theſe, Lo, thou art betrothed unto 
me,or, be thou betrothed unto me , or the like. If it were 
without witneſſes , it was fruſtrate. The ſolemnity hereof 
was ated under a Tent, Canopie or Tabernacle, ſet up for 
the nonce, to ſhew inwardnefle and ſecrecic of marriage 
affetion and benevolence. This was diſtin& from the act 
of marriage it ſc!fe , which followed ſometime after, and 
was done with great feſtivity and with many _ and 
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— Epithallaminim's of the boyes and girls of the bridechamber, 
' alluded unte by our Saviour Zzc. 5. After the contraR'fol- 


lowed the dowry bill, which was from the man tothe wo- 
man : though the woman breught a portion to the man al- 
fo, as appeares in Calebs beltewing his daughter Ach/a up - 
on Othmel , yet uſually it was the mans a& to endow the 
wife onely , and to purchaſe her unto himſelfe. To theſe 
may be added, ( which I addeleſt any ſhould accuſe. me of 
fingularity ) the joint conſent and practice of the Church of 
God among our ſelves,eſpecially ſuch as feare God, (though 
we condemne not thoſe whe doe not : ) and there are ex- 
tant in print ſundry bookes publiſhed by authority , amd by 
name one of M. R. G. wherein the praQtice of that reverend 
ſervant of God, is at large expreſſed, when he contrated 
couples. So that I hepe, touching this ſecond branch, little | 

more need be added. | 
Touching thethird ,, which is the a&ion or performance 
of the contrat. And that ſtandeth 13 chree pearſonall afs. 
The firft is of himthat leadeth the contra , or guideth the 
two parties, to exprefle their former conſent. Who ought 
to be a meet perſon for gravity,and experience,able totcach 
them (if need require }} the duties of that condition, and to 
anfwer {ach ſcruples as might ariſe in their mindes about it. 
In a word, fach an one, as by his preſence might caft ſome 
awe and authority-upon the mindes of the parties, and aſhk 
the ation with ſome correſpondence. One that may bee 
wiſe todiſcerne of the frame of the parties ,- and therefore 
by queſtions may fift out the truth, to prevent danger, as by 
demanding whether rhey formerly have engaged them- 
frlves'te any other man or woman, perſon or perſons,ſhew- 
ing them the davgerous ſinfulneſſe of fach dalliance : Alſo, 
whether themſelves have freely and withnut feare, and 
with the mttuall conſent of parents, teſtified, by preſence , 
or by their hand {jt doubt be made ) conſented mutually 
ih heart, to this contrat. The ſecond perſon , are the par- 
ties contracted : who ought to follow him that leades them 
in the contract, thus, or in the like forme of words; firſt the 
nan, then the woman : 1 Thomas, lohn, &c. doc al, thee 
0am , 
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Joane, Mary, &c. for my eſpowſed husband, or wiſe, and 1 
promiſe to marry thee ſhartly without faile,if God will. And 
ſo with ſome ſhort counſel and prajer toGod to diſmis them, 
as true man and wife before God. The third perſon are the 
witneſſes produced : who being moved therte, anſwer and 
ſ2y,we are witnefles of this contrat,by which theſe parties 
archetrothed each io other,and wilteſtifie it,beingrequired. 
The fourth generall is , the rationall reſpeRs, in which 
ſuch a coutract {eemes very meet to be uſed. And they ma 
bereduced to theſe three following. As firft the ſutablenes 
of the contrato. thewitneſles of the attempt. It's mect that 
ſuch things be done orderly, leaſurely, and by degrees, net 
raſhly, kudenly : and therefore although a promiſe have 


Rationall re- 
(pe&s in whicl. 
ontrat 
may be uled. 


The Ls 


mas betwixt.the parties, yet as the matter growes riper Sutablenes to 


etween them,ſo its comely that it be no longer kept ſecret, 
but manifeſted , that thereby they may be awed with the 
more feare and jcalaufie of themſelves, from uncomely and 
audacious enterpriſe Sone againſt the others chaſtity.Second- 
ly to .renems inconſtancy. The nature of fleſh is vaine : 
and all men are ljers. And its ſcene as much in this ſubje&, 


the weight of 
che thing, 


The 2. 


as any others. AF lot as youth is in her gare and paſſion, To prevent 
yet the beſt of their gold prooves brafle oft times, when inconſtan.ic, 


they weighthings in coole blood. Adde hereto, that this 
baſe world is fwl of curioſity , and janglung , talebearers, 
and flatterers, who fill the ,cares of couples with 1dle and 
WOO ſurmyſes : whereunto they whoſe cares as cre- 
dulous , doe lyc open, and hereby their affeRtions are un- 
juſtly ahenatedyeach againſt other. Thus foeles love lightly, 
and leave as lightly , others of themſelves, not knowing 
their one ſpirit,take a toy in their heads,and without all rea- 
ſon, runne into humors of feare, jcalouſic, melancholie and 
conceitednefle againſt eachother , and fo withdraw them- 
ſelves ſuddenly from eachother , and change their mindes. 
They doe not (as they ay ) affedt fo well as at firft,they ob- 
ſerve ſome lightnefle each in other, ſome ungoverned tongue 
and,paſſions or they diſtaſt the kindred carriage,or training, 
and upon thele cieſores,cither ſo,or ſeeming ſo,they repent 
them, and fall off And yet perhaps ſome of theſe have had 

P 2 tune 
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time long befote to bethinke themſelves. Biit who can 
make a coate for the Moone? © By this meanes, as God is 
diſhonored , ſo the party- innecent wiſer and of more ſolid 
affe&ions is, deluded,yea ſometime driven to deſperateneſſer 
And had not here _need-to be a cord to tie a Proters in a 
knot from ſliping? yes ſurely, witneſſes had need be ſolemnl 
uſed to witneſſe to the contract , that 1f they will til be Fd 
fickle, they may be compelled to faithfulneſſe, or elſe hand- 
ledas their treachery deſerveth. I have heard of fome who 
have gone tothe doores of the church to be married,and yet 
ſhrunke back, And whereas.its objeRted,may not things ap- 
eare in time worſe which. before lay hid ? -I anſweryes, 
WR you ſhould bave _—_ ſo before, and fuſpended your 
promiſes : except you made no other promiſes, thenyou in- 
dented together to keepe or breake, and that each ſhould 
conſent to the others reſolution, either-to proceed or deſiſt , 
which I thinke is a fulſome courſe, ard makes a promiſe 
needleſſe and fruſtrate. | 
Refpeft 3. Thirdly, this may ſcrve for the benefit ofthe parties con- 


1 he benckitof trated.  For', as it was an ancient cuſtome among the 
the parrics 


Iewes when two parties were .contrated , to pray to God 
contrated, them, and to blefſe themſolemnly : and (no doubt ) the 
parents or ſuch as ſupplied their roomes, did annexe ſome 
word of exhortation,to then, from the experience they had, 
both how great a work®e they entred upon , and how raw 
and greene they were to digett it, ſo IfayTI thinke it not a- 
miſe , that ſome grave perſon did the-like now. The con- 
trat ought not to be a bare ſurrender of each other; but an 
inſtilling of ſome diſcreet watchwordes and charges from 
their elders, touching the mutuall duties of both, jointly and 
ſeyerally, and fo praycr for a bleſſing to be added. Solemne 
things ould þe handled accordingly: even in the outward 
faſhion of ic : for men are ſenſible and ſenſuall creatures , 
and are led by, outward objects to tnward apprehenſions. 
Still I ſay,1 do not athirme this courte to be of the eſſence of 
the contra, but yet x yery mcet addition,if it may be had : 
and much making for the better diſpatch thereof. And, 
What ſcaſon 1s 10 apt as this? when the Ewes of Laban 


were 
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were to conceive , facob ( warranted by God ) ſet roddes 
pilled and ſtraked before them t! atthe fancie of the Crec- 
ture being heated in the att of generation, mizkt the eaſier 
carrie in the ſpecies of particolouredneſſe: So here,the ſight 
of ſo ſolemae a worke 1s this is, of contrating two, and 
making. them one fleſh, will more eaſily. ahd throvghly ſtirre 
the imagination , and the ſenſc-being mooved , doth the 
more familiarly convey the inſtruction to the underſtandin g 
and heart. Pitty therfore ir-is,that the mouldes being ſofready 
to faſhion it , that the melted metall of in{trution ſhould 
be wanting unto them, they beipg ſo capable. . And this [ 
think is the cauſe, why there be Sermons made at-Baptiſine, 
and the Supper, at funeralls and ſuch occaſions, tolet inthe 
doctrines of the things into-men, ( whereunto in generall 
moſt are ſo averſe)becauſe,as there is a ſeaſon for all things, 
(which is ike apples of gold and pictures offilver, ) to alſo 
far this ; and that is, when by the novelty and tirangencile 
of the thing, never done before, the mind is provoked to an 
expectation , and ſo fets the wheels on worke, to receive 
and apply things according to their worth and uſe. This for 
the third, Only one word more adde : If any ſhould aske, 
what forme of inſtmcion were meet to be uſed at ſucha 
time, tothe parties contracted ? - I anſwer, 1 preſcribed 
none : This whole treatiſe following ſheweth their dutics; 
two or three ſentences culled out of each branch may ſerve 
atſuch a time , if wiſcly -applyed, as the ſeverallufe of che 
parties may ſceme to require. So much for this fourth. 
Now I proceed to the fift generall , touching the queſti- 
ons ariſing out of this contract. The firſt may be , what 1s 
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tobe thought touching the publication of the contract, in Ogeſt. x, 


the aſſembly, and touching the Miniſters aft in marrying. 


For the former, I ſay, /it is a very diſcreet and neceſſary a yy..;.. 
of the Church : for as much as the procuring of the ſafety 1icur on «+ 


pub- 


and good report of the married, is a point of religion. Now contra be 
the private contract of two inſecret, or with a few, reach» ecu y* 


eth not the end of publication ; Becauſe its morelikely that 
the body of a Congregation may ſooner give notice of any 
precantract betweene the parties, then a {cw witneſles 
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candoe : and as. for the partics themſelves if they were 
guilty, its much lefſe to be expeRed, that they ſhould accuſe 
themſelves. So that, for prevention of ſach a confuſion, as 
to marry precontraed perſons, what courſe can be too ſafe 
and ſufficient ? True it 1s, when all is done, it may prooye 
but little to purpoſe, through the ſubyilty of the offending 
party : but when that is done which can be, the Church 1s 
free : the miſchicfe ought juſtly to light upen the wicked 
delinquent. Well therefore were it in this caſe, if liberty 
were denied to parties, ( atleaſt in ſo common a way ofa 
fee, without difference, or ſpeciall inquiry about the fitneſſe 
af the diſpenſation ) from thwarting ſo wiſe and orderly a 
device: Which being dene , people would net itch asthy 
doe after private marrying,sto oppoſe publication, and that 
upon humor, and vanity. For throngh ſuch a baſe cuſtome, 
it comes to paſſe, that one learnes of another, and now he 
is thought but a peaſent who declines not this lawful provi- 
ſion of the Church. Rather thoſe who be of faſhion and 
wealth,ſhouldthinke it their honor to ſubmit tothis praRice: 
that they might givethe better example to others, andfo 
approve the warrantablenes of their marriage : and ſtop the 
gap of privacy and of clandefine matches, without conſent 
of parents,a world of ſutes upon pretended precontra&ts,and 
as much ſorrow to pareats who by this diſorder are robbed 
of their children, and cannot underftand of their marriage, 
till it be paſt reveking, 

The ſecend queſtion is, what is to be thought ofthe mar» 
rying by a miniſter ? The queſtion ariſeth from the diffe- 
rence of other Countries faſhions in this kind. In the Scrip- 
tures, we ſec it was Civilly carried , and diſpatcht by the 
Elcrs in the gate x tow now in ſome of the reformed 
Churches, we tec 1ts perfarmed in like fort , officers being 
2ppointed to take their names, to booke them ina Record, 
und ſo witha ſhort cercmeny to diſmiſſe them. But in my 
judgement the. practice of our church todo it,by the mitufter 
wcvery way molt convenient, For by this meancs, the pub- 
liquenes of the aCtion,makes the matter more ſalemne,awes 
the partzes much more, doth betore marriage to carry _ 

elves 
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ſelves ſo, as they may not be aſhained to ſhew their faces in 
publike, to juftifie what they had done. And if there were 
liberty given to parties in this kind to marry upon their pri- 
vate contracts, what a world of finne might enſue, as in 
ſome to live in a courſe of defilement , and to abuſe each o- 
thers bodies , at their pleaſures : in others to leave each o- 
thers, even after the knowledge of each other , beſides ma-» 
king of that vulgar, which cannot be preſerved too warily. I 
deny not, butthat poſſibly ſome perſons ſo marring, might 
do it without dire& fin againſt God : but what's that to the 
ſcandall which is occaſioned thereby ? we mult ſo looke 
at that we doe lawfully init ſelfe,as not forgetting our rule; 
that we procure things honeſt before men. Whatſoever is 
pure, and of good report, that we muſt enſue , an1 fo the 
ace of God attends us, not elſe. Many afts may be good 
1othe doers conſcience, which yet are ſubje to the ſuſpi- 
cion and ill conftrucion of others. In ſuch caſes, a man 
muſt aske this of himſelfe , if all ſhould take ſuch liberty to 
himſclfe , what would enſue of it? And this would checke 
his proceeding. The Iewes (as the writers tell us ) had a 
range wa of contraQting couples : to wit, for the better 
tecuring of the match, they permitted the uſe of copulation 
for once to the parties, and and no more till marriage,upon 
a great penalty : But finding great inconvenience to grow 
hereupen , ( as no wonder it did ) they forbad any ſuch 
courſe of contra : and who ſo attempted it,if it were = 
ved, he was ſconrged with rods openly , for reproach ſake. 
So much for this ſecond. 


Now a third queſtion ariſeth upon this, that in our for- Lneft. 
mer diſcourſe I have ſpoken of a lawfull contra : that is Whether Co- 
kwfully entred upon, berweene ſuch as are within degrees {cn Germans 


permitted. So that, its asked here, whether cofen germans a marry 


may marry ? To which, this I ſay, that I obſerve of late 
time many more Divines to encline to the affirmative, then 
formerly have dome ; and ſome of them ,-godly as-well- as 
learned : and not ongly ſo, but (which I wonder at, ſecs 
ng ſuch novell and forbidden things , are too ſoone runne 
npon ) that they do write for it , and have determined the 


marriages 


were, 
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marriages of ſome jn this way, contrary to the affeions of 
ſome of the partics, bearing them downe by the judge. 
ment, and giving occahion (probadly of ſnaring their con- 
(cienc: atcer, when the crulted fore ſhall breake out-again, 
But to the point. Fiſt,for my part, I ſhould much reſt -in the 
nenerality of tat Charge, £2v4e. 18. 6. None of. you ſhall 
approach to any that is neare of kinne to -him, to uncover 
their nakedneſle, I amthe Lord. I demand what is meant 
hereby kinne ? 1s not it to ve meant both of ſuch as are near 
in blood, and alſo affinity? And,-ts there not very preat 
nearncfle in blood be:weene the uncles ſon and the uncles 
daughter ? Tremellins, as learned a Tew as moſt of our later 
Iewnh writers, 1n his Dizagram upon Levir: 18. at the end, 
is ſo bole as to take it for granted, That as its unlawfullto 
marry the uncle or the aunt, ſo the hee and hee-couſin ger- 
mans (cognatum  cogvatam, laith he) andyetalledgeth no 
Text for it : asif he would have the matter taken for gran- 
ed. Ard in the Annotation upon the 6. verſe, he ſaith thus, 
Of thy hin} that is, of theſe who are ſpecified hereafter, or 
which by Analogy of compariſen with them arc under- 
ſtood. And; who are they? In the end of the Chapter hee 
tells us, in his firſt Corollary, The marriages of Collateralls 
(cither by atfinity or .conſanguinity) are forbiJden to the 
t urth 22neration. Is net this plaine enouzh ? And he ad- 
deth, Thcre was no uſe of it that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould 
name them, the caſe is ſo cleare. I ſuppoſe the teſtimony 
of one ſuch Iewiſh Textman as hee, ſhould overweigh the 
opinion of many novell writers, But (lay theſe men; if the 
Holy Ghoſt had beene againſt it, might he not have named 
" 11? I anſwer, yes, if he had thought good, but an argument 
from negatives prevailes not, Rather, the not naming it, 
firongly argues the thing out of queſtzon. The Text ments 
ons not the nakednefle of the daughter in lawes daughter, 
among the forbidden particulars : whatthen? may a father 
ju law marry fuch an -one? I thinke not. The ſecond de- 
gree 15 included in the firſt: wz.Not uncovering the daugh- 
ter in lawes nakednefſſe. Yet here is nothing but aftinity 
by marriage of the mother : and 15 ic not as rationall that > 
: though 
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though the uncle or aunts ſonne and daughter are not na- 
med, tarre nearer cf blood (though not 1n the deſcending 
line,but cellaterall) then they, yet their nakedneſſe mult nat 
be uncovered, becauſe the uncl. s and aunts may not? Tell 
me, if che wives brother or husbands fifter had not beene 


, namcd expreſly, had 1t been a thing lawfullto meddle with 
7 them ? 1chiake not. If the uncle bee direaly forbidden to 
t mairy his neece, or the aunt the nephew, ſhall not their 
k chileren be forbidden to marry alfo , being but one degree 
t lowcr? As touching the arguinent from negatives, it 15 fo 
k weake, that it is gone intoa proverbe : and might not a 
l thouſand alſurditics be as well proved by negation? Dare 
L theſe men argue thus againſt a Sabbath of the cighth day, 
k becauſe it is no where tranſlated expreſly from the ſeventh 
bs to be the Chriſtian Sabbath? Againe, what is more common 
d through the Scripture, then for particularsnot named, yet 
; to be included in their generals ® It was not exprefied in 
; the fourth Command, that a man might not gather ſtickes 
r on the Sabbath day ; yet becauſe 1n _— God had 
. charged that no dretling of meat, or bodily Jabour ſhould be 
e then done, but all be drefied and provided betore, therefore 
x the Lord commanded him to bee ttoned by vertue of.the ge- 
c nerall Commaindement. And, are not theſe weake bottoms 
b for men to warrant ther owne, or ocher mens marriages, 
d pccaule the m—_ is not forbidden, when as that is for- 
y biddco, which 1s, it not further off,yet full as farre? It is ob- 
p zcRed, that wavy of the Patrzarchs did thus marry, and are 
6 no whut jmpcached for it, I anſweraf that be a reaton, then 
4 Jet us marry our halfc ſiſter, as Abraham did Sara; tor ſo hee 
t juſtifies hjimſclfec cothat Abimelech, yet in deed thee 1s my li- 
, fir, tor ſhee is the daughter of my tather by my mother mn 
5 law, 

h Poe we not know how Terahs family after it came to 
rl Mcſopotamia, and ſubſifted there, was farre divided from 
- the other families of Shem ? and therefore (traitned much in 
- their choice ? Curſed Chams family they were expreſly : 
y ftor>idden to marry in, as being the nation which God 
- || would root outand giveit the peterity of Abraham: where 
| ? then 
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then ſhould they marry, but within their owne narrow fa- 
mily? And wee may well thinke they did as well as then 
could be done, and made fich a ſhift as they did : for even 
thoſe they married were Idojaters, which was forbidden, 
if it could have beene ſhunned : but one necellity pardoned 
another : better Idolaters under no curſe, then accurſed 
Canaanites.If they had had larger breadth, had they fo ven- 
tured? But they much prefle the example of Caleb his giving 
of Achſa his daughter to Orhniel her coufin german. -To. 
which I anſwer, 1f it had beene as they ſay, yet it was not 
in coole blood, but upen a cendition made in generall to 
any : but falling out as it did,it might have beene an exemp- 
tion by an extraordinary occaſion. But the thing was no- 
thing ſo,for Orhniel is called the ſonne of Kenaz,by the ſame 
liberty of ſpeech which calls Chriſts kinfmen his brethen. 
He was not the fonne of Kenaz, Calebs brother, but the ſon 
of his ſons ſon : ſo Tremellins upon the place : Brother(ſaith 
he) that is, one deſcending from his brother, two or three 
Generations remooved. Each Grandchild, and each Ne- 
phew or ſonne of Nephew, is called a ſonne by the phraſe 
of the holy Ghoft. But liſt not here , to take off every ob- 
jeftion. I returne. Put caſe I ſhould grant them their deſire,” 
that becauſe cozen germans are not named, therefore they 
arc allowed, yet methinkes there be abundance of things 
which prudentially might move men to forbeare theſe mar- 
riages. Firſt , notwithſtanding the long time that this Te- 
net hath poſſeſſed the ſpirits of ſome men, yet we ſee, the 
plcmiſh and crock of itis yet unwaſht out , yea cleaves ftill 
and abidesupon it. The mindes of men cannot yet put it on, 
as 2 garment fit for their back : ſtill its a generally queſtio- 


. ned thing ameng the moſt, and even by ſuch as are with 


much adoe urged to it by fach as thinke they ſce further then 
all men, yet ſcarſc is the doubt exempt ef out them,but they 
ſtagger. I make not this an abſolute reaſon , but a ſuſpition 
and prejudice againſt it. And why ſhould any man chuſc 
rather endlefſely to beat his braine to evince a thing of fo 
doubtfull truth, then yeeld to the contrary praftice , which 
no man Can doubt of ? Is it not wiſdome to doc that which 
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is ſafeſt? Can faith and doubting ſtand together? And canthat 
be done without finne which is not done in faich,but wayz- 
ring? Surely che Plaiſter which men ſtudy to make for this 
fore,is far too narrow to cover it. Againe,the ſcruple being 
unremooved, what apudder doth it cauſe among Gods PpCo= 
ple,cfpecially what jealouſie,cſtrangement, and diflikes a= 
mong the kindred ? We ſhould aime at all communion, not 
alienation. Beſides , when God hath veuchtated fo great 
breadth and liberty, who ſhould ſtrengthen himſelf by mix- 
ture of bloud,and(as Nicodermms ſaith)going into his mothers 
 wombe,; to be borne againe ? Not to ſpeake of that obſer- 
vation,that Godhath not bleſſed it with ſuch encreaſe,or in- 
tegrity of affeAtion. And its not ( to conclude ) among thoſe 
things that are pure, and of good re port. 

And ſurely, 1f this be a great reaſon of unlawfulneſſe of 
marriage betweene degrees forbidden, becauſe thereby 
that naturall honour and awefull eſtecme of parents, and , 
conſequently of fuch as are neere of kin unto them is imbeſ- 

{clled and violated (for what is more repugnant to reſpect 
and honour , then the familiarity of carnal commixtion ) 
then I am fare the reaſon holds as well betweene cozen 
germans as others of kin : for nature hath put as due and 
'Ghaſt a reſpec of honour betwene thein, as betweene thoſe 
who are namely forbidden in Leviticus. But the former is 
avowed by many writers, one whereof I produce, Auguſtin 
his ſpeech de Crvit, Dei, book 1 3. Cap. 16. I know not how 
it comes to paſſe, that there is a kind of naturall inſtind in 
the modeſty of man,(and that praiſeworthy,) that to whom- 
loever he oweth any ſhamefalt and chaſt honour , for kin- 
dreds ſake, from the ſame perſon he reltraines any marriage 
affetion , which even the chaſtity of marriage blulheth to 
Violatc. 

But to proceed, here is another queſtion , wherein doth 

a contra differ from marriage , ſince that the ſubſtance of Dueft. RR 
matrimoniall union {ſtands in the contract , what is there Vic differs 
more in marriage it ſelfe ? or what reaſons are there for the * conratttions 
diſſvlution of the one which are not for the other? I an- 195% 
Iycr. There is great oddes þctwixt the (krength of a con= Anſw, 

Q 2 Op tract, | 
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Gdisina tra&, and the ſtrength of compleat marriage. For the 
contratt for \trength of the farmer ſtands forcible by the private con- 
goods ""_— 0" ſent of the parties : I meane this, that although God be in 

mrizoc whe. 2 Contract, yet ſo, as the parties which conſented, may alſo 

ther-0ud or diſſent , when they finde that conſent did hinder the private 

evil, good of their married eſtate. And ſo, when it appeares, 
that the one partie is unqualified for the other through many 

evills, that break by after intelligence, then they that made 

it may breake it. But marriage hath a {trength by publique 

conſcr.t of the law, and the cuſtome of mer,and therefore 1s 

above all ſtrength of private promtſes : and admits no dif 

folution by private confents : The union of contracted 

ones,js an nnion of im3gination,or of affetion,ſo long as its 

within ſuch boundes : But the union of marriage; is an uni- 

on of {tate and condition, ſtanding in right, _ law, above 

allprivate aff- ion. If private contraQs be broken off ( as 

they ought not without conſent )there is private ſatisfaRion 

eiventothe parties : but if marriage be broken off, there is 

publique ſcandall given beyond all fatisfation. The re- 

gard wherof tieth the hands of married ones behindthem 

from allliberty of conſent todiffolve the knot *: becaulc as 

it concernes the body ofthe ſtate to ſee finne puniſhed , fo 

to ſee good eftabliſhed , when it may be ſo. For in Moſes 

One is b-ttes ÞiS time,the hardnefle of mens hearts was ſo great,that they 

ſpoiled them Would be curved by no law , each mans will was his law. 

U. ty. But now law having got the upper hand, mens wills muſt 

{ub>mit : becauſe betterit is that one couple ſafter, then the 

law, whichis the bond of publique peace and welfare. 

So that this au: horitie looks not at mens private contents, ot 

diſcontents : But makes a veluntary conſent, which might 

have beene broken, to become neceſſary, and irrevocable: 

And whereas its inſtanced ( as before ) inthe point of com- 

pariſon of 1ncontinency committed before marriage , ( not 

knowne till after ) with that in marriage. I fay, I deny 

not but formerly and really both ought to difſolve it by the 

word, yet (zs before I noted) the-wiſedome of the Church, 

putting difference, is to be regarded r neither is the finne 

(incvery degree) fo extenſive, In this caſe vector, 

that 
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that ſpeech availes. : Better admit a miſchicfe, then an in- 
convenience. Better pulldowne a {making chimney, then 
admit a continuall ſmoake in the eyes : 41o, better endure a 
bad marriage ( which isthe lefſer ) then a breach of law 
and right, which is the bond of the whole body. Beſides, 
before marriage, the deſerting of the one party , inferres a 
liberty to deſert another : the forfeit ofthe time alotted to 
marriage, by the errour of the one party, may forfeit marri- 
age,it iclfe ,in the will of the other. Such a portion promi- 
{cd by parents 1n fraud , and after withdrawne injuriouſly, 
diſſolves the marriage,becarſc its (uCh a fault asoppoſeth the 
condition of the firit conſent. Thelike I may ſay of any the 
like violations, which yet, after marriage it ſclfe hold not. 
But let me not be miſtaken in what I have ſaid : I would 
not be thought to make promiſes of no value, becauſe I 
make marriage of greateſt ſtrength and vertue. For,although 
we have a rule, that 1s, inthe fame power to breake a law , 
thit firſt made it :. yet it holds not mn contracts, without 
ſpectall warrant. Not each pretended ſuddaine impotencie 
of body, not each ſuborned infamous ſlander of the parties, 
or either of them, not every deviſed flum-flam of a giddy 
braine muſt be accepted to make a ſpouſe breach :- ( tor 
what were this, but to open a wide doore to all bateneſle , 
and to expoſe the lawes of God and man to open contempt 
and mockery? ) But ſuch caſcsas I have mentioned, .ifthey 
canbe ſuthc1ently approved to thoſe who are the witneſſes 
of the contra, ſo that alldoubt of treachery and falſlhood 
be taken away , then its free for the contracted parties to 
deſiſt if they will. Howbeit, not without mutuall conſent 
neither : For put caſe that-one of the parties pretend debi- 
lity of body , yet the other party knowing her ſelfe to be in 
a way of God, and to be bound to truſt God in his way, et- 
ther for the recovery of ſtrength to the weake partie, or for 
ſtrength to waite upon God inthe way of diſappointment : 
ſhall refuſe to releaſe the other : then-I athie that other 


partie is tied ſtill by vertue of the contraA, to marry. Gods | 


weakneſſe is ſtronger then mans ſtrength as the Apoſtle 


ſpeakes. And whereas (commonly) rationaJnefle and wile- 
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Queſt. 


Why a ſpace 


1s aloned, 


twixt contract 


dome of the fleſh 'dothftepin here (for Selfe ever crofley 
God) and ſhall either out of diſdaine, ſelfe-love, feare, or 
other (iniſter reſpeRs, ſay : If hee will needs break off, let 
him ; if ſhe will needs break, let her. As good doe ſo,as pro- 
ceed with diſcentent. And it ſhall be well ſeene, I ſcorne 
him as much as hee ſcornes mee. I anſwer : No, theſe are 
baſe trickes to ſhake off Gods way : let that prevaile. But if 
the unruly party will depart, the jnnocent is diſcharged to 
marry another. 

] goe on. Another Q#«re may be , Why is there a ſpace 
or diſtance uſually appointed between the contra& and the 
marriage ? I antwer: It is fit to bee fo, for this end among 


3nd mairiage, others, that the parties might ſeriouſly and ſolidly, both as 
nſw, 


part and together, weigh and conſider, what the buſineſle is, 
which they are entring upon : For being now contracted, 
and ſctled in their afteFions, from ſtarting each from other, 
what remaines, but that both conſpire to this end, that their 
knot may be as truly vertuous as it 1s neceflary : and that the 
neceſlity of it may not prove tedious for lacke of vertue and 
Religion? If grace knit the knot, then they ſhall bee as 
unwilling to be broken off, as the band of marriage makes 
them knit ſo,as they cannot : when the ſtrength of the band 
ſtrives with the ſweetneſſe, how delightfull is it ? And that 
it may be ſo, both the partics ſhould {endevour, as in the laſt 
uſe I ſhallpreſſe more fully. The ſpace alotted them is not 
to prepare for fine cloathcs, to bid gueſts, to provide good 
cheere, nor (I ſpeake to the meaner fort) ta ſet themſelves 
to ſeckethe belt advantage of money at their offerings, to 
hire for themſclves a hole to thruſt their heads in ; or a tarme 
to occupy. All theſe things(in a molerate way) are uſefull; 
But God 15 the God of ſea ard land, and all abundance and 
ftore i$in his hand ; his are farmes and dwellings,and ſheep 
and cattcll, and the treaſures ot the earth ; hee can give to 
whom hce will: and as /eb fayth, although thy beginnings 
are but ſmall, yet hee can make thy increaſe great in du: 
time. Make thon no more haſte then good ſpeed : Seeke the 
Kingdome of God, and the righteouſneſſe of the ſame, and 
make it not thy ſolemnecare to plod upon great mattets, or 
to 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. 19 
to enter upon marriage:with a feare of poverty, that thou. 
and thine ſhall prove beggars. Plod both of you how this 10- 
lemne eſtate may finde you well prepared ; and for other 
things caſt your care upon him who careth for you; and in 
well doing,and meanes uſing, commit your ſelves into the 
hands of a faithfnll Creator. This worke would be done e- 
ven in the threſhold of marriage. | 
But a queſtion here ſtill ariſeth , What ſpace is moſt con= Queſt. 
venient for contracted ones to abide ſo untill marriage? I What ſpice? is 
anſwer, Ncither ſo large and long a ſpace as might exceed 'be molt con- 
and ſhatter thoſe afte&ions which have been ſetled, ſo that Fe. 
the parties ſhould now ſtagger in their ſtedfaſtneſſe towards "Px 
each other,and wax weary through the prolonging of time: 
Nor yet (on the other fide) ſo ſhort, as ſhould hinder their 
ſerious addrefling towards marriage. Both extreames are 
to be avoyded. For the firſt, we know in reaſon and expe- 
rience,that when a contract loſes her ends, through over- 
long protration of time, it taxes the doers for their haſty 
attempting of that which might have better delayed : occa- 
fions are given thereby to take offence each at either, that 
they ſhould ſeeme formerly to make ſure of that which late- 
ward they ſeeme but indifferent unto. Hence may grow e- 
cret pritches and ſurmiſes of heart, tending ta breach and 
diviſion ; and ſo worſe may follow, that the one waxing 
looſer toward the ether then he to them, there may ſeemeto 
be wrong received ; and fo the wronged party” hearkning 
to bad counſell, and conſorting- with company of ill note, 
may grow to ſome new league, not only out of an unclean, 
put even a revenging diſpoſition, thereby procuring e- 
{traugement of heart, and irreconciliable difference. Now 
what a baſe and abſurd abuſe of the ordinance is here? how 
' eaſily might wiſedome have prevented all, in removing oc- 
calton of danger ? On the other (ide, when the time 15 too 
ſhort, marriage m—_— rudely upen the Contract in an in- 
ſtant, it detaceth the charaRers of infiruRtion, which ſhould 
hav taken deeper impreſſion, and fo croffeth the end of a 
contract as muck (1n another kinde) as thz former: taxing 
allo the diſcretion of the party ſo baſtening, in thaw hee e1- 
ther 
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itatall: For if there bee no difference betweene a preſent 
promife, and a promile ſhortly to bee performed, te what 
end is a contract, when onely marriage would ſerve? $9 
that a middle ſpace 1s beſt : The Iewes at the firſt aimedin 
their contra at the {triking up and ſecuring -themfelves of 
the marriages ; and after, tooice large liberty of a yeare , or 
halfe a yeare, for the conſummation. But after, they found 
they loſt as much in the Hundred as they got 1n the Shire, 
and that hereby they eadured great inconvenieaces, many 
moe thi:'gs falling out betweer, when the cup and lip are 
{o farre aſunder : nd {o, amending their error, they grew 
to pitch a ſhorter time. So that it mu't be rhe diſcretion of a 
man which muſt herein moderate it I would think a mat- 
ter of a weeke or ten daye a compleat ſpace z but becauſe 
occations may to tall out by abſcnce and travell, that there 
is more preſent uſe of the contract, rhen of the marriage, 
and that for ſetling of mindes ; and ſometimes when ſpeed 
3s intended, yet dclayes fall ont, therefore the due ends of 
Contra and Marriage being obſerved ,and geod confideras 
tions agreed upon by partics (who beſt know what fhould 
let them, and what ſhould furtherthem) it is to bee left ro 
providence What ſpace is molt agreeable. So much for 


this. 


Another queſtion by occaſion hereof, may bee movel 1 
What if cither of the partics defile themſelves by inconth 
nencie before marriage ? I an{;ver, There need no doubt be 
made what in {ach a Caf{ ought to be done ; for no doubt 
the contract ought to be broken off. By the Law of Godt 
was death both tothc defiler and defiled, This is not a place 
to determine whether that Law bee poſitive or perpetnall; 
But I ſhould count him a greater foole then that L.cvite, who 
nm ſuch a caſe ſhould not f 
in f-/ephs caſe of error about Mary, before hee knew the 
truth. Bat if it be demanded, What if this treachery bee 
pot knowne ere marriage perfefted ? I anſwer, ! hnow 
the judgement 01 Canonilts, and Popiſh Caſuiſts is one, an! 
Divincs another. As touching the practice of our ChurcPy 


reake off his marriage, as wee ſee 
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its no donbt grounded upon better and wiſer principles ; 
not onely becauſe marriage came betweene the a& and the 
accuſation, and ſo ſeemes to diſfanull it (for who 'knowes 
not, that the roet of it was errour ? ) But to makethe ordi- 
nance of marriage more ſolemne, and to teach people net 
eaſily to admit of ſeperations, which TI tkuake is the caule, 
why Divorces being once admitted, the guiltleſſe party is 
prohibited the remedy of a ſecond marriage ; which being 
allowed by the Scripture,would not elſe be forbidden now, 
were it not forthe honour of marriage, and the oppoſition 
to Iewiſh abuſe (who uſed Divorces frequently) i every 
looſe, idle perſon, having the liberty of a ſecond marriage, 
ſhould ruſh upon the pikes of Diverce. And (o (in charity) 
its tobe judged in the caſe of uncleannefle committed be- 
tweene a Contra and marriage, that ſeperation is cut oF, 
not as if it were not according to the deſert of the offender 
(for it muſt have bin ſo among the Iewes, as ſes expreſly 
ſpeakes in that caſe, when the markes of virginity could not 
be prodaced) but for the ſafeguarding,and folemne eſteeme 
of marriage, which oftentimcs ought not to have bin, but 
being done, prevailes ; the henour of an ordinance, bein 
eſteemed above the content of this, or that married perſon? 
This I thought good to ſay of this Queſtion. As for more, 
its not now my purpoſe : and,as for Divorces,I hope I ſhall 
caſily be pardoned, 1f I ſay not any thing : its already fatli- 
ciently treated of : and, I being here onely to ſpeake of an 
honourable Marriage, it would beas death in the pot, if I 
ſhould here come in with that, which of all ocher things is 
the moſt abſolute oppoſite and dulhonour unto it. 


I chuſe rather to end all with ſome ſhort Vſe. And firſt;if ſe. x. 
Contrats be ſo uſefull : this is —_ toalliuch as deride Ot Reproofe, 


and vilifie this ſo ancient, ſo uſe 


I an Ordinance or pra- of all diſdai« 


Riſe of the Church : and thinke it ſcrupulous, and ſuperfiu- ers of Con« 


ous. Tuſh, ſay they, what a waſte is herc of words ? muſt we #245: 


firft marry in the Lord, then aptly, and then be taughc at our 
Contra, and then confideref the weight thereof? here's 
preciſeneſſe indeed ; doe not others as well without it ; I 
Warrant you,if once paiedgyon wall be ſure cnough with- 
| EO ouc 
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ont this adoc 1 Somewhat like Chrifts Diſciples, If this be 
the caſe betweene husband and wife, its better not to med. 
dle at all. So ſay theſe, I had rather live ſingle, then make 
ſach a ſtirre ! But I anſwer theſe two wayes : firſt, as Chriſt 
anſwered them, No, faith he : Its not better not to marry at 
all : If any man can abftaineupon the gift of chaſtity, let 
him : but all cannot. So fay I, if it be ſo eaſe to take up a 
fingle life, you may : it were beſt, no doubt ; mrs that 
you meane a ſingle one, and a chaſte one alſo: for otherwiſe 
if you meane (as Papiſts tell their Prieſts, better a life of un- 
cleannefſe, then marriage) it were more deſirable to live an 
unchaſte, ſingle life, then to make ſuch adoe, ere you mar- 
ry, 1 ſhould greatly pity, but rather ſharpely taxe you for 
your labour. For lo come to iny ſecond anſwer: ) Tell me 
I pray you, what thinke you of Marriage? Is it a life of 
looſenefle, and of the fleſh?” elſe why are you ſo loth to be 
well fittedere you enter it? Surely, you maſt know, that 
Marriage is rather a curbe to the fleſh, and'a bridle ſervi 
to refſtraine the looſeneſſe thereof.” And, doe you affet car- 
nall liberty in a condition ofreftraint thereof? Nozno : ra- 
ther, if by any meanes, you.might compaſſe a-cheerefull and 
contentfull marriage,thou ſhouldeft be glad to take the pains 
for it, and roll every ſtone under which ſuch happineſſe 
might lye, and well too : what is a little paines for a perpe- 
tuall good,and to ſhuna conſtant miſery 2 As Naaman: (er- 
vants told him, If fo be the Prophet had enjoyned thee 
ſome great thing,ſhouldſt thou not have done it,much more 
to waſh and be cleane?: So, I ſay, if the ſervice were farre 
greater,would({t thou not admit that, when the ſcope is, Mar- 
ry and bee happy? Oh, but is it enough (ay theſe) that 
we be preciſe in worſhip, and relio1on, and in our conſci- 
ence to God, but we mult be fo ſtria'in marriage ? So ſtrit:; 
how ſtri& ? wouldſt thou not take as much paincs for a pur- 
Chaſe ? Nay, for a good Horlſe,or a good Hawke? wouldzſt 
thon preſame both were good enough,if price enough were 
ſet upon their heads ? No fare, but the rather thou wouldelt 
looke to hy bargaine. So doe here : thinke not a wife ut- 
queſtionable becauſe of her price : enquire of her truc _ 
when 
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when thou art married, and art ftamy with his or her un» 


quietnefle, unfaithfulneſſe, uncleannes, oh then L what in- 
juntion-ſhould'be pat upon thee, which thou wouldſt not 
yeeld unto, to be caſedof ſuch a burden, in a right way ? 
But I cannot promiſe thee thou ſhalt 'Drevaile then, ſo well 
as thou maiſt prevent it now. Docs ſome Gentlewomen 
doe, they will take no maids to train, they will have them 
trained to their hand , or ee none, What will not a foole 
doe out of ſeaſonto ſhunne ſorrow, when he hath ſmarced, 
bat in ſeaſon , that he might not ſmart he will not ſtirre a 
joynt , nor wet his finger? To verit.e that -of Sa/omen, To 
the foole God gives toile and verxation for his portion, be- 
cauſe he wil not be wiſe for his own eaſe. But I have before 
purpoſely handled this point, 1 willl trench no more upon 
it : So much for this uſe of reproofe. 


A ſecond uſe then, ( to finiſh all ) is exhortation to con Exvorration, 
traked couples to priſe their contra for the nlſe of it. I Conmanes 
ſhall not need to joy themof it, tha': now they have their Couples priſe 
deſires accompliſhed, ( that will cone alone ) but, let it be your coucract, 


their care , te ſanRifie themſelves and their marriage, for 
time to come. It was the cuſtome: of the Church of the 
old Teftament,to offer ſacrifices to God upon ſolemn occaſ> 
ons, as upon ſolemne mectings ofth: family : when warres 
were attempted, upon ro ſpeciall ſervice of God to be per- 
formed, as faſting, thankſgiving, Sabbaths, circumciſion of 
the children , recoveries Tom ſickriefle , enjoying of any 
bleſſing, Hezekia and fonah deliverd, offered facrifices,made 
ſongs and vowes : Marriage therefore , being a ſpeciall 
change of eſtate, ſuch as befalls once in the life, thould have 
no lefſe ſolemne preparatien, for entrance into it. The en« 
try of yong ones into this condition , cannot but amale the 
thoughts , and poſſefle the ſpirits arid powers of the ſoule , 
more.then ordinarily; ſtriking jealeufie into them,leaſt their 
ſucees ſhould not anſwer their expeRation, and they ſhould 
not be happy in each other. So thatupon whom1hould all 
this care ane burden be calt, fave Ithova : who hath ſaid to 
married ones as well as others, Innething take thought, bus 
11 all things commending your ſelves to God, by prayer and 
Ss Xs thank(- 
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iving : and, caft your care upon him,for he careth for you :. 
et this be your care, even the promiſe of God. Yea in the 
verſe immediately following this text of Marriage, the A- 
poſtle meets with this corruptions in couples , let not your: 
converſation be in covetouſneſſe, for he hath {aid, I will 
not faile thee, nor forſake thee. It is no eaſie thing te ftirre 
up a dead heart , to refle& meditations of our future eſtate ; 
takethis time therefore , now the thoughts and paſſions of 
of the ſoule are upin armes, now the iron is hot, Krike ſome 
impreflion of God,faith in his alſuffticiency and providence, 
into your ſelves. And as the Lord of the Mannor, at each 
alicnation, comes in for his herriat , ſo now, at this your 
change, pay God his fine, the beſt jewell of all you have, 
devote your (elves, give up yourſoules to him with mutuall 
Z'ch.12.cne, conſent : reſt not in the prajers of others, but ſet cloſe your 
1, Cor.7. fſelves,tothe Lord in your own ſupplications both apart,and 
together without ſeperation. Aftrenomers call the twelve 
days of the Nativity Criticall, for the twelve moneths of the 
whole yeare;the daics of your entry upon matriage ſhould be 
even ſuch;for looke how the conſtitution and frame of them 
i5,{o may you expect the time of your marriage will beycither 
for Godsuſe and the. honor of your marriage , or for your 
owne ends. - Vn{leſt entrances have naughty ſucceſſes. 
Recognize with your ſelves, what the ſolemne opinion 
and hope is, which the Lord, his Church, and your ſclves, 
have conceived of you: Tremble to thinke how wokull a 
defeat it were to fruſtrate them,and ygur ſelves : Acknows- 
ledge God to be the ordainer ofthis eftate, looke what rules 
Deut. 32. end, he hath directed you unto, for an happy life in this kinde, 
Luc, 222.4 muſe of them, ſet your hearts unto them, and let them finke 
Galath.6, Jeeply intoyour hearts ; take the Lord as a ſolemne witnes 
of your intents and purpeſes;te walke by rule, as you looke 
for peace : And by ſtrong reſolutions bind your fickle hearts 
2s With cords to the Altar, and pray God to ſet his ſealeto 
them, _ they may prove as good filver in the performing 
Þll1: :n as they ſeemed in the promiting. | | 
owes v8 #” And more particularly, theſe two things I adviſe you un- 
luck, to: Firſt, looke what clpeczall baſe diſtempers and _ you 
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have found to ſway in yen, either formerly, or fince your 
purpoſe of marriage, labour to purge them out, that'yon 
may not carry defiled bodies or ſpirits into the married eftate. 
AsPhyſitians at the end of a diſeaſe give their patient a clen- 
ſing potion, to expell all ſcurfe of bad humours remaining ; 
ſodoe you : you are entring into a pure and honourable 
eſtate : honour it before, by burying all your Idols, and ca- 
ſhiering your baſe luſts, that _ crowd not in with yoa 
into the wicket of marriage : leſt if you ſhall dare to carry 
an uncleane, freward,covetons, diſcontented and un{avoury 
heart with you into that eſtate, the Lord ſhall accurſe you, 
and make them as frdas his ſop unto you, to defile you for 
ever after. Tothe pure all things are pure, but to the impure 
every thing even the very minde and conſcience are deiled. 
Secondly, look what feeble ſeeds of knowledge and grace 
were ſowne before marriage,you ply and attend them care- 
fully for time to come. Promiſe, yea ſecure the Lord be- 
forehand, that no contentment of fleſh, no humouring of 
each other,no reaching at commodity,ſhall ſo foreſtall you, 
that this worke of God ſhould be forgotten by you ; rather 
lay all facrifices by the' Altar, and renew your Covenant, 
both Gods with you,and yours with him ; tell the Lord thus, 
When my husband, my wife firſt met me, I was very 
buſie in grounding my ſelte in the principles of knowledge, 
the ſight of ſinne to humble me, the truth of the promiſe to 
cait me out of my ſelfe, upen the armes of mercy, I was oc- 
Cupied about the daQtrine and uſe of regeneration, union, 
and the new creature; now, let not this marriage of mine 
deface theſe faire beginnings; it is appointed for good, let us 
therfore meet for the better,not the worſe. Take me on fu: - 
ther(Lord) asthe child takes forth his lefſen,&t let the fun of 
my light and grace not go back, but forward,ten degrees : 
1n all my hearings, Sacraments, publique and private uſe of 
ordinances, growing in the trut/', as it isin Iclus, that toge- 
ther with judgement,ſweet affeRions,& againe with tender 
affeions,lſound judgement nay grow and increaſe in me, 
| And thus I have finiſhed this point alſo of a Contract, be- 
ing the ſecond peece of my Dizreſſion trom the point in- 
R 3 tended, 
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tended, to wit,the honeur of marri en in the eatrance 
of it, whereof I have ſpoken in the firſt three Chapters; and 
the continuance of it, whereof in the Chapter following 
ſhall be treated. 


Cruaye. VI. 


Retarne to the firſt Argument, The Honour of M arvi- 
age in the preſerving of it, during the marriage hife, 


T* returne then whence we digrefſed : now it follow- 
The ſecond eth that we come to the ſecond part -of the Honour of 
generall pre= Marriage : ſtanding in the carefull improving thereof in the 
ei vation of , marriage converfation. It is the nature of honeur to love 
-n" agg attendance ; and they who have found an honourable mar- 
'he conyerſa- Tiage, mult wait upon 1t, and keepe it ſo. And it isa true 
tion of 1t, ſpeech, That it 15 no lefle vertue to keepe a mans wealth, 
name,or honour, then to purchaſe them. 7ob tells y3, that 

God hath denyed wiſedome to the Eſtrich to looke to her 

egges,to hatch them when ſhe hath layd them : ſhe forgets 

the worke of laying, and leaves them in the ſand , for the 

feet of wilde beaſt to deſtroy them. The Apoſtle Fohn willes 

>. lohn 8, that Lady and her children not to loſe the good things they 
had gotten, but to get a full reward. It had beene better, 

that ſome had married with farre lefſe ſhewes of goodncfle, 
and hope ofthrift, except they had kept it better : For there 
1s nothing ſo miſerable as to have beene happy. The praiſe 
of that good woman in the Proverbs , is not, that ſhe was 
vertuous before entrance; no,it was her proofe and practice 
which made her honoured , and her husbandin her. Many 
great Captatnes have got a ſudden crownupon uheir heads: 
but they have died: witha bare title, and loſt it with more 
ſhame , then the glory came too which-they got-it by. Its 
not ſayd, that Zachery and Elizabeth were worthy couples 
in their entrance ; bu: both in their married courſe , walked 
wita Cod. Parl doth not-onely-teach married ones to bee 
matried inthe Lord, and no more; but how to live together 
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and maintaine conJjugall affeRion, and to keepe that knot, 
by ſabjeRion, compaſſion, tendernefle, and faithfullneſſe : 
Rett not in this, (as ſome Scholers doe ) that their names 
are up, and then fall to idlenefle, and prove dunces : So ma- 
ny couples are like the Image made of gold in the head, 
flver in the breaſt, but worſe and worſe downeward. They 
would have their marriage beare up it ſelfe, whereas that is, 
as ſhe is uſed : if ſhe be not cautiouſly obſerved, ſhe will 
take a tetch, depart, and Carry her honour away , ſome huſ- 
bands and wives, through thelighting of religion,as think- 
ing itneedles to acquaint themſelves with God,(as ob faith) 
in all their complaints , wants , and diſtempers ; others by 
looſenefle of heart in company, whereof they-make but ſmall ' 
choice ; others pampering themſelves with eaſe and wan- 
tonneſſe, lying open and naked to a nnſuſpe&ted enemy : 
ſoone blaſt that honour of their marriage, which at the firſt 
they ſeemed not diſhonourable to enter upon, Ani others 
have done the like,by improvidence, by needlefſe meetings, 
gamings, or the like 1dle courſes, others little obſerving each 
others temper, and ſo ; rs many diſcontents : others 
alſo by preſuming to find at the hands of another more reſ- 
pet and affection : or expeRing greater wealth and eſtate, 
then they found, grow to diſtates and debates ; then to feek 
ſtollen waters, as weary of their owne ciſternes : And ther- 
upon growes a decay in their eſtates, diſcredit among ſuch 
as eſteemed well of them, poverty, and impriſonment, ſepe- 
ration from each other. And, what is all this, la ve to caſt 
their crowne into the dirt, andtoprophane it wilfully? 
whereas, had they reſigned up themſclves and the ſucceſſe 
of all their hopes to God , walking faithfully and Keeping 
coVerant both with him and themſelves , humbled them- 
ſdves and ſubmitted painfully to their callings of magiſtracy 
miniſtery , or private life, without ambitious reatching at 
natters above them, they might have kept their crowne and 
garland freſh and green : yea ſurcly had they ſet themſelves 
to embrace thoſe graces of God in each partic ro winne 
love and amity betweene them, bearing with infirmitics, 
and covering them with tendernefle ; how flouciſhiiug _ 
- their 
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their head and honour continued without fading , evento 
this day ? But, it (ball be enoughin this place to touch only 
in the generall, upon the equall neceſſity and coherence 
of this ſecond duty, with the former: for all ſuch as would 
preſerve their honour inviolable, That which I ſhall fix. 
ther ſay hereof, may more ſeaſonably come into the uſe of 
that diſcourſe which ſhall enſue, after we have cleered the 
point it ſelfe ; which becauſe its large , and will coſt conſis 
deration, let us enter upon It. | 
It may then be demanded, wherein this art and kill 
conſiſts , of ſaving this honour of marriage ſo unfteined? 
The anſwer is, it ftands in two ſorts of duties ; whereof, the 
former ſort , concernes both husband and wife jointly and 
undividedly to praQice : The latter concernes each of them 
in ſeverall , the husband apart, and the wife apart. Let us 
then begin with the former. | 
Thole duties which concerne both equaly are foure. Firſt; 
Tointneſle in religion ; mutuall love; like Iloyall chaſtity; 
and futable conſent. Touching the firſt of religion: my 
meaning is, that, as they are entred already with a religious 
ſpirit,into their marriage, ſo they muſt continue: not orily ta 
be relig; 0as ſtil, but to cleave mutually together in the pradt- 
iſe of allſuch meanes of worſhip, and dutics of both tables; 
as cencerne them;I ſay,in the parts of religious converſation 
to God. More plaincly,firft that they be joint in the worſhip 
of God publiquely, both ordinarily upon the Sabbath ( and 
occafionall at ether times and ſeaſons)as alſo extraordinary; 
The word muſt be heard by both jointly, Sacraments mutu- 
ally received , prayers frequented, and all the worſhip at- 
tended, Secondly family duties , concerning both themy 
ſelves and their children and ſervants, as reading of th: 
Scriptures, conferring of them, prayer and thankſgiving: 
excrciling thoſe, whem God hath committed to their care, 
in the principles of Gedlineſle , and the ſeverall duties of 
inferiors : The husband being the voice of God when they 
are both together; touching which , more ſhall be ſaid in 
the ſeverall offices belonging to the husband. If he be ab- 
{ent , and there be no man of better ſutticzency to nes 
| Whom - 
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whom both of them allow of, then eught the wife to dif- 
charge the duty , as hereafter ſhall appeare. Thirdly , and 
more eſpecially thole ſeverall duties of worſhip, which jn 
private and apart from the other family do concerne them 
which although they ought to performe alone alſo , yet not 
alwaies,but jointly and mutually : as to-conferre,read,pray, 
confeſle, and give thanks. Fourthly, they mult be joint, in 
the duties of charity to the pooregharberouſnes to ſtrangers, 
reliefe of other $oth publique cauſes and private —_— , 
whom by occalion,, God offereth to their regard. Fiſthly , 
that mutuall harmony in allreligiousrelations,both toward $ 
themſelves, as inſtru@ion, reproofe, advice, admonition , or 
encouragement; or elſe others,in the Communion of Saints, 
( of which reade more at large m my Catechiſme , Part 2. 
Artic. 4. ) or elſe in their generall, and exemplary conver- 
ſation, in the ſight of the world, which, when it is wutuall , 
is reſembled in the glaſſe efeach others practice, but if not , 
then looſes her beauty as we. ſee in the oppoſition which 
the holy Ghoſt makes betweene eAbi2ail and Nabal in 
that point. 

E'reI anſwer any queſtions about this, I muſt ground 
and prove it by reaſons and Scripture. For the latter, it 
needs not many proofes. That, of theſe two worthics 
Lac. 1. 6. may be ſufficient, of Zachary and Elizabeth, that, 
both were upright before God, in all the Commandements 
and ordinances of the Lord, without reproofe.In which ſen- 
tence,moſt of thoſe 5. particulers nained before,are touched. 
That of the Apoſtle may be added,that they defraud not each 
other,except 1n the caſe of faſting,leaſt(fſaith he)your praiers 
be hindred : that js your jojnr communion in religious wo: = 
ſhip. Now, if there mult be ſuchan entercourſe in extraor- 
dinary duties, how much more in ordinary ? But its obje&t- 


cd, that Zachary cap. 13. bids them in their deepe humilia- 


tions, to be apart ; this ſecmes to contradid j »intnes. I 
anſwer. The phraſe is not to be excluſively taken, that 
they ſhould alway be apart; for the Prophets ſcope in the 
words, 1, that thete be Roier uprightneſſe in their humi- 
liations, for which cauſe he enjoines ſecrecy, becauſe he 
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mournestruly who mournes without witneſſe,. but this ex- 
cludes not jointneſſe in dther times and caſes, becauſe fer. 
vency being as well required in them, as ſincerity which is: 
| more ſtirred up by mutualneſſe , it is meete they ſhould bee 
mutuall in that reſpe&, as apattin the other. So that, theſe 
two ( as occaſion differs)-exclade not each other. 
re of And thereis ſpeciall reaſon of this duty : For firft , God 
joint religion is not now the God of them apart, as before, but jointly, as 
of couples. married : of them I ſay , and of their ſeed :. and therefore 
Reaſ.1. now,Gcd muſt be fought jointly by them both; not enely in 
God 1s theit ſeveral, as in their former eſtate. ; | 
1tuall God. 4 + x "I 
My  . Secondly, the good things which they receive from God. 
Beeaute the though they pertaine to their feverall happineſle , as their 
grace of each faith, hope, knowledge, yet they reach to the furtheranceof 
furthers both. eaCh others grace ;-if they be bound then, totrade with the 
whole body of Communion, for the increace of grace, how 
much more one with another ?- 
Thirdly, whatſoever they enjoy, good or evill, in a man- , 
They ejey all ner they enjoy it in common : Their ſinnes are common: 
things buoh (God may puniſh the one in the other) their gifts and graces. 
2504 and bad are common, ( both bleſſed for the others ale ) their infir- 
1 commen. ities are common, (each being a fellow feeler of the 0+ 
ther )' their bleſſings, as healch, wealth, ſucceſſe, are com- 
mon : their calling and duſinefſe common , tending to the 
common good of themand theirs : their crofſes common , 
yea their puniſhments, their poſterity, their dwelling, their 
friends are common : Shall their God then bee ſeverall? 
Shall theirreligion and worſhip bee disjointed ?' No, fure : 
mu:uall wants and needs, muſt anite and reconcile them to 
one God with common conſent 
Fourthly , Religon is the golden Cement of all fellow- 
Rell 4 \. «+  {Þ4p5,and nnions,both to knit,znd to ſanAtifie the ſame more 
Dn of :11 firmely and cloſely together. That union , which is not 
fllowſhip. thus faſtened, is but as the union of thoſe foxes , backward , 
by firebrands 1n their tailes, foone diffolved, and very hurt- 
full. The Tewes have a pretty obſervation upon the Ebrew 
name of the woman , the firſt and laſt letters whereof make 
up the name Iah, God :. which ifthey be taken _ 
x maae 
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middle letters, leave all in a combuſtion, for they fignifie 
fire. It God incloſe not marriage both before and after, and 
be nat in the middeſt of it, by this band of religious feare ; 
marriage is nothing fave a fire : a contentious, and an un- 
peaceable eondition.: But this conſent of bogh 1a the Lord, 
is the moſtfirmeand bleſſed of all. Thoſe tearmey: are ever 
ſtrongeſt and beſt agreed, which agpee in the beſt third, or 
couple. . Now the Lord is the belt, and. the ſafeſt band. 
\What a ſweet glaſle is it for hushand and, wife to ſee each 
others face, yea heart ingto be acquainted witheach athers 
graces, or wants,to be aſlured of.cack gthers love and loiall 
af:cion, then.ta looke how, they-itand aftefted to the band 
a4 union, Tl meanc Falowlhi pinrcligion, faith, hope, 

d the fraits. .. * 

Fiſthly ,. let,us. cxamine this truth, but onely in ene prime 


encie of providence, 3 and that will teach us the reſt, What ance, viz. 
is the marviee eftatc, fave a very ſtage of wordly care to at their neccflry 
her paxt,? Single perſons never come to underſtand what of joint rrult 


in God, 


care meanes, till marriage come..Thats-the black oxe which 
treades heard upon-them, How ſhall this tread de borne,ex- 
is > faith in the promiſe a&t another part., of holy.Carelef- 
ce ( I meanc in point of carking? ) Surcly,aSthe faſhion 

of ſome countries $to hang up a Care-cloth in the Brides 
chamber ,, ta coole the heat of ether affeRions in the mar- 
ried, and te put them jn mind what @n citate they are en- 
tring upon ; ſo, well may. this Cloth of care ever hang in 
their. chamber, except faith take it downe and faſten their 
care upon him that carcth for thei, cucting off all ſuperfluos 
carking. Now this grace belongs jointly to beth of thera : 
-ot oply»to the husband,, who follewes tac world hard to 
leaſc_ his. wife ;, but alſo terthe wife, who ( as the Apoſtle 
faith ) i$ as ready to pleaſe him. What a gulfe of care doe 
both implunge themſclves into , except the Lord vouchafe 
them his antidote? What ctaft, trickes, cooſcnages , dc- 
ccits wilkt hey not find out, tofcrape and rake together, a!l 
being fiſh that comes into their net ? What clamors , dil- 
contents, and brawics "+ if defeated of their —_ 
"FI ES V hat 
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What baſenefſe willutter it ſelfe, upon any other expences, 
then expe&ted? Butlet the Lord be their portion,rocke,and 
defence , and what can diſtrat them : How ſweetly will 
both draw in this yoake, if, as they have made God the God 
of the hilles,ſo they can make him of the vallies,I meane,the 
Ged of their bodies as well as their ſoules ? Now, if this one 
joint gift do ſo runne through all their like , what will joint 
conſent in all graces do, as hope of ſalvation, fitnefſe to die, 
mercy and compaſſion, love,feare, meckneſle, and the reſt? 
All which in their kind , under faith, ferve to furniſh the 
married cendition with contentment and welfare. 

Nothing bath Sixtly and laſtly ,what can ſo affuredly bring in bleſlingto 

ſuch blefling the bodies, ſoules, poſterity, families, and attempts of each 

annexcd to ite ty er,a5 joiatnefle of religion? when both are agreed of their 
verduid, and one buildes up as faſt as the other ? when no 
ſooner the one enterpriſes any thing , but the other joines 
in a commending it to God, for bleſſing. They not daring 
to gee to worke 1nan unbleſt way, without Ged. That no 
ſooner they ſpie an infirmity » much more a Corruption in 
each other, but they reſerve it for matter of hamiliatien , a- 
gainft next time : No fooner they meet with a mercy , but 
they make it matter of thanks, keeping the Alter ever burn- 
ing with this fewell and Sacrifice : What a ſweet deriva- 
tion is this to both , of pardon and blefling 2 What a war- 
rant is it unto them both, that each ſhall ſhare in all gaed, 
when as both doe equally need it , ſo each ſcekeit of God? 
When God is made both of Court and Counſell, privy to all 
doubts, feares and wants of both , what can fo aſſure them 
of an happy coadition, when cenſuring, condemning, or 
quarreling each with other, isturned i::to a mutuall melting 
in Gods boſome, forthe greefs/and'complaints of one ane- 
ther : when in Chriſt their Advocate they ſanifie all to 
themſclves and make all things pure to them, bed, board, 

- love, croſſes, mercies, which elſeto ethers are uacleane, 

and detiled. This for Reaſons-++ - + _ 

A queſtion here offers it ſelfe; 'iFthe grace of the married 
mnt be Joint, what is to be ſaid When the hisband*will not 
concurre withthe wite, or ſhe with-him, in kich Juties of 

piety 
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piety or mercy , as doe mutually concernethem?. Muſt the 


then deſift, for lacke of jointneſle ? I anſwer : The queſtion 
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were much harder, if it were made of ſach an husband , as 1y."T+ 1. 


not onely doth not concurre actually withthe wife , butis 60 puty :1! 
contrarily minded unto her.* I will therefore frame the an- i-or joine with 


ſwer to both caſes : I ſay then that the wifemay ſupply the the 9ther ? 


defe of his non-concurrence with her , in theſe acts of re- 
ligion,or charity. Fer why ? his defect of joining,although 
it may hinder the grace of theduty , yet it muſt: not hinder 
the eflence of performance : better 1s it, that God be ſerved, 
inprayer, inteaChing the family, training the children; that 
the poore be relieved, and good done , as it may be, then 
not at all : Not onely becauſe the defet may poſſibly pro- 
cced in the man rather from impotency , and weakeneſſe : 
in which reſpeR, the wife making ſupply ( eſpecially being 
eminently better fittted then. other women are ) doth as 1t 
were, obtaine acceptance of both, as if both could joine,and 
the hnsband could bee the mouth of the woman to God. 
This being provided, that her gifts conſiſt in an humble mo= 
defty, as in other ſufficiency. But befides alſo, though the 
husband be oppoſite to good himſclfe, yet if he connive at 
good in her, ſhe muſt not under any pretext, detradt the du- 
from God , by his lewdneſle, _ incarre double wrath 
om God. Nay I adde further, although he be actually op- 
poſite , that is forbid it to be done, yet as the caſe may re- 
quire, through neceflity of preſent miſeries, the is bound to 
ſtep out from her ordinary courſe , as Abigail did in Nabats 
deſperate abandoning of Davids ſervants. But I with the 
Reader to ſuſpend his thoughts awhile , till 1 ſhall finde fic- 
ter occaſion to treate of this anſwer : which will be after- 
ward , partly in the dutie of the husbands underitanding , 
partly of the wives ſubje&tion. Here therefore I doe bat 


Anſw. 


touch 1t. Vſe. 1. 
_ 1 proceed te the uſe,asI began. And that is,firit Reproo! Keproofe, 
of a tooliſh contrariety of couples 11 this kinde. They will 5:1 ned 


before : they will goe apart by theinfclves , and feverally; 


put, this Jointneſle of worſhip , They abhorre , as100 {trict 
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and needleſle : They will grant that they muſt read, pray, 
conferre , but it be as formerly., either apart, or with 


other company ; but as for imparting themſelves to each 6- 


ther, they are loth to utter their ignorance, barranneſle, uns 
roundednefle in the principles, ortheir fpwituall for 
neſſe, unthankfulneſte, lukewarmencſle , eſpecially che 


| defect in marriage duties cachto other. . Theſe they are as 
ſhamed to make each other privy to. God onely is ( they 


thinke ) meeteſt to be acquainted with them : Why ? are 


you ſuchſtrangers ? Were you not as able before marriape, 


as naw, to doe this? Are you now ins deeper relations, 
then before ?: Then you cout not, but new you nay doe 0+ 
therwiſe,and will you not doe it ? I cannot better defcribe 
the folly hereof, then by the fondnefſe of ſuch wives, as 
when they ſpeake to their husbands, they call them by their 
names, or place, Maſterſucha-one, or Jobs, Richard; '&, 
{o, as any other might call them, aswell as they, or as they 
might call them, before marriage. Surely the name of” your 
relation, husband , or wife, I thinke, were ter for them 
then common names. The like I fay- here,, fach a religion 


(I tcow ) were fitter for you,as might beſt agree with your 


neere union; and not ſuch as any unimatried. perfon 

enjoy. Woe to him,that is alone fatth Eccleſiaſtes, for, if ht 
fall who ſhall helpehim? And, to ene, how ſhould rhert- 
be heate? (he meanes of generation ) But, two-are berte: 
then one : how doth this agree wh the: courſe of fuch? 
They are alone even when they are two: and they are two 


.(divided) when they ſhonld be as one. Surely if they ſhould 


claime power in ſeverall over their owne bodies, or power 
to have a ſeverall purſe, or aſtocke going apart, it were 
lefle ſinfull , then thus to nouriſh a worſhip of God , wa 
apart from each other. May any fo fitly joine in mutu 

confeſſion or thanks as they., who have but one God , and 
can ( as one ſoule in two bodies ) fellew-fecle, and com- 


-paſſionate eaCh others caſe as his owne ? Is there any rent 


ſo bad, asin a ſemeleſſe coate ? What can this diviſion fa- 
vor of, but pride, fingularity , ſelflove? Or how would the 


devilldeſire torule, rather then by this {eperation? I as%e, 


dolt 


, way 


| A Treatiſe of Marriage. 35. -—- 
doſt thou hold the body,or the body thee ? And, whom hur. 
teſt thou herein, ſave thine own body and ſoule,by refuſing 
fach a ſaccor? Wouldeſt thou not think it an unkindnefle in 
the heart and liver , if it would keep in all ſpirits and bloud 
withinthemſelves, and tranſmit none to other parts > Muſt 
itnot threaten (as he ſaid once) putrifation and obſtruti- 


on to themſelves,and ruine to the whole ? So much for this 
firſt, | 


Secondly, this reproves all ſuch couples , as are rather = =_- = 


backbyaſes each to others in the matters of God ,. then hel- 7 e -: 
: * . . ws - - S n. 
pers either in ordinances, or duties. Such as, when family ch joiur re- 
duties are called for,cither by husbands,or wives, then they ligio 1,0 be 
lay loggs in each others way, then of all other tunes, their taxed. 
bulineſle ſticks to their fingers, then they have moſt irons in 

the fire to attend , errands abroad , or Children within, to 

runne upon, to drefle : If private duties be occaſioned,much 

more awck and untoward they are : If any duty of com- 
paſſion,and mercy offer it ſelfe, viſiting the {icke , counſel- 

ling of the diſtrefled., helping of the needy , come in their 

way, they lowre , and crofle it , diſmay cach other from it. 

Nay, andyet profefſe to be religious neverthelefſe. Oh wo- 

full ones } Is this your conſent ? Doe you thus honour your 

marriage ? Did you enter it with ſome opipion of religion , 

anddoe you thus promote it? Is it not a ſweet noſegay tor 

you toſmell to, to heare yqur husbands alledgings, this duty, 

Sabbath, Sacrament, Faſt, had beene done, ſanRified, en- 

joyed, hadſt not thou hindred ? Take heed,God will not be 

mocked | If this be done by the religious, what ſhallthe ir- 

religious dee ? If this be done in the greene tree, what ſhall - 

bedone in the dry ? 

Thirdly,it reproves all ſuch as baſcly reſt in the religion ef 574%ch 3. 
each other,though themſelves looke after none. Many wo- bh a5 durch 
men good for nething but drudgery, yet have a conceit their _ o_ n 
husbands praiers,their zeale and holines ſhal ſerve their turn, ,q fe 
and under that rotten ragge,they ſhroud themſclves. Nogno, 
this plaiſter is too narrow tor the ſore:If each party will fare 
the better for ether,both muſt combine,both mult pray faſt, 
lanRify their bleffings and crofſes , wives muſt not ap" 
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their childrens backes and bellies , leaving the care of their 
ſoules and good government to their husbands. What ig 
this, butto be atrue ſlave, but an unfaithfull wite ? Rather 
ſay thus, husband , I havea part inthem, as well as thoy, 
fare I am, they have rcceived as much of old Adam from ine, 
as thee : Oh, that I had as carefull a ſpirtt to traine themyp, 
as thou. So in other parts of duty , reſt not either of youin 
others religion, being barren your ſelves, for each tub ſhall 
{tand on his owne bottome. The goodnefſe of one ſhall not 
be imputed to other ; but the ſoule that ſinneth ſhall die; 
Take heed lelt it be verified, two ſhall bein one bed, the one 
taken, the other refuſed ! As God hath made you for mar- 
riage tobee one fleſh, fo ſee that by grace you bee one 
{p1rit. 
Morried por- . Egurthly, to theſe may be added the prepoſterouſneſſe of 
: oo urge ſuch couples, as arethen lafeſt, when as they forſaking their 
Glens beſome fellowſhip, runne into the company of ſtrangers, to 
aud ru.ncro Converſe with : to them they impart their marriage diſcon- 
ſirn g r5, tents, crave counſel), adviſe from them, betraying ( by their 
t.uiy, praQtice) their husbands to baſe report ; all, and more then 
all theivgricfes they powre into ſtrange boſomes, refuſing 
their owne, who are muCh better then themſelves, and then 
its beſt done, when mott privily, and furtheſt from their 
husbands notice : But they may never heare of any thing 
from them, except withup brading and diſcentent : They 
muſt either heare of it from ſtrangers,or not at all. Oh,how 
many of theſe houſewives have deceived both Miniſter, 
tricnds, and husbands by their fabtilty ? till afterward their 
ſinne betray them , what mettall and ſtampe they are of! 
The truth is , their love is unſound , their hearts turbulent, 
their tongues querulous and clamorous: But,if their husbands 
be taken from them.and their ejeſores remooved, then relig- 
ous perſons,. and the Miniſter ſhall no mere heare of them; 
their hearts are upon new liberties, all their gronings are 
vaniſht, and the next husband ( though leſſe religious then 
the fo: mer ) pleaſeth them better. Oh wotull hypocrites, 
thus to colour over a 10:ten heart, withreligions complaints! 
(. 01 ſhall meet with you, in your kinde , and make your 
{clves 


— 
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ſclves at laſt your owne judges, when his plagues ceaze up- 
on you! repent beforehand , and prevent them, if you bee 
wite, Your ſinne1s hereby worſe then others, who perhaps 
of meere ignorance neglect this duty , being otherwiſe ho- 
neſt : To whomlI give this caveat, let your finne this day 
come to your remembrance, amend it, and the good Lord 
regard not , but paſſe by your former errors upon your Re- 
Nance. 


As for thoſe couples who are both agrecd in their grace- Fſe 2. 


leſſe contempt of this duty , as they allo are in all ordinary 
worſhip of God, they belong not ta this place, I have be- 
fore ſpoken to ſuch in the point ef uncquall matches ; They 
(of all others ) are furtheſt off, let them prepare to make 
anſwer to their Indge , who being commanded to honour 
their martiage with mutuall religion, dare mock God thus. 
Indeed in ene ſenſe it may be ſaid,they are equally religious, 
for the one hath as much as the other, neither barrell better 
herring , for both are profane , and as they entred ſothey 
continue. Well, God could have prometed you to ſome 
honour ; but your ſelves have choſen ſhame, he hath powred 
contempt upen you, thanke your ſelves 

Thirdly , this teacheth us the true cauſe , why ſo many 
couples leade a ſad comfortleſſe life : ſome cry out, they can 


wonder | God 1s the laſt end of your thought , he isnot ſet 
np in your married eſtate ! he 1sthruſt out into the backe 
roome ; who yet ſhould be all in all, chieie in your ſouls, 
prayers, family, worſhip , hee is nothing at all, an 1s ic 
range nothing goes forward ? How. ſhould it? Surely it 
it ſhould (as perhaps ſome as bad as you thrive ) 1 ſhould 
thinke he meant to yo you ! But now, lince he {cnds 
this Bayliffe to arreſt you, and filles you with adverſity, I 
hope it 1s to bring you toa parlee ( as Ab/alom in buying 
{acobs barely ) to provoke and ſtirre you up to lay hol upon 
num, in due ſeaſon } Bethinke your ſclves, ft hun uv boicer, 
konour him, and he will honour you, but if you dithonour 
k hun, 
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have no peace one with another ; others, that they thrive unpr.tp-rous 
not, cannot be well reported of , or, their children diſquiet {tt of many 
them : God 1s againſt them, nothing proſpers : Alas ! what ©29P-<5, 's, 
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tim, he will ( as Samwcltold Eli) lightly eſteeme of you ; 
Prevent it in time , eare ke come upon you worſe ; he hath 
hitherto. beene onely as a mothe,and deſtroied your beautie, 
but he can teare you in pieces aSa Lion, if you looke not to 
it ! pickeour the ſecret canker ont of this apple, elſe it will 
conſume all : And this I adde, althonghyon ſhould ſwimme 
in all welfare, and prolong your dates, if this.be all your 
meurningzfor corne and oyleit ſhall be given youas a curſe: 
if you ſee not Gods meaning, and honour nor your marriage, 
by reſigning up your Crowne , and caſting it at Gods feet, 
depending upon him for blefling ; you ſhalldie diſhone- 
rably , and live without comfort : its not all the wealth 
you haveſhall helpe yon to joy, but rather as quailes ſhall all 
come out at your noſtrills,and leave you deſolate. | 
pſe 4. Fourthly, let this be exhortation to all good couples, who 
Exhortatzon feare God, to be joint intheir religion together. And here 
toallg-od give melcave to ſpeake a word or two of ſotne particular 
couples to be quties:and then of your generall converſe. Touching the for- 
Joint in their er, Iwould touch theſe two, the one touching family 
religion. worſhip, outward,the other touching that grice tentisned 
in the fourth reaſon before, I theane faith in Gods provi- 
dence, whichis inward. I begin therefore with this. Con- 
ſider both of you, there is but need ofit , in this your courſe 
of wordly dealing: moſt couples are met to eficreaſe carki 

Both mn and diſtruſt, as much raine to make a terrent. The Devi 
IE -_ ,and will ſoſtuffe and fill them with carking and covetouliieſſe , 
_ their owne baſe hearts ſetupon the creature, will ſd inflame 
them , the error of the wicked will fo pollute them through 
luſt, by their curſed example , that many whe met together 
in hope to become Saints, after they are met, proove little 
better then diſguiſed heathen. Well might the Apoſtle joine 
the caveat of marriage here, withthat of covetonſneſſe ta the 
next verſe : and marke his phraſe, let not your converſation 
be in covetouſnzſſe : the words are, roll not ( as the doore 
upon her hinges) in the love of filver : his meaning is this, 
marriage isa rolling up and downe from one carnall buſines 
to another : the calling, the looking to children, buying in, 
paying out , ſtocking the groundes , raiſing of commodity 
thereupon, 


A Treatiſe of Marriage, : 


thereupon, going out and in, and walking in a round of th 
world: nothing but ſcuffling and ſhuffling ta get and ſcrape; 
except there be this gift of faith to ſeaſon the heart in all 
this orbe and round : to ſettle it in the center of providence, 
to ſweeten it. with affiance inGod, Alas, clſc,all the queſti- 
ons will be, how ſhall theſe chargabe lervants be fed ? how 
ſhall all theſedehts be paid ? what loſſes are here in our cat- 
tel? how poore.are our takjngs in our ſhops ? our trades 
are mean,our children are. many,what thall we eate, where- 
with ſhall we he. cloathed ? Alas, little thought I at firſt en- 
trance , that marriage had.beene of this die , I thought all 
.had beene white and fairs : now I ſee corne, cattell, hu{- 
bandry , houſewifery , all lies at the curteſic of mercy , the 
ſtocke is out, and except God blefle it , may never come in 
againe, except God give \ucceſle, good ſeaſons of weather, 
crops will faile, rents. will be unpaid, and we may die beg- 
.gers-YW.hat? did you think marriage was but a ſong,a ſport;an 
ibony. maenc, of ane daies jollity ? did you not confider,that 
ts a perpetuall; exerciſe of faith, for your ſelves, for your 
Children, for your ſervants, and buſineſſe ? If you did not, 
.then learne wiſdame now : God hath ſet you init, totry 
you . what mettall. you are made of: whether it will make 
\you diſguiſcd beatbens,or gracious believers, who commend 
.your ſelves and. all to; God , ſhutting up your ſelves in his 
;Arke , that the-floads of great waters overflow not. I tell 
;Yaluwarriage.s aſtage forfaith to at upon, tocaſt and ver.- 
;tyre all, upion : him ;, whowill care fer you, and promiſeth 
te doc.allyour workes for you. Be therefore beth of you 
Juſt.before God , walke in this command of faith, as well 
-48 any,,yca:this before any. Take no carking thought how 
.children ſhould be.maintained , educated, portioned, mar- 
\xied. ; Noe not ag onelately did :. having one ſonne borne, 
he vowed be would haye no, more, whatſoever came of it, 
for he meant to leave that child, all his eſtate , ( Judge by 
the, way inte what.nojiſome ſnares a baſe heart brought him 
into, ), and be would haye no more, tobe beggers. Would 
it be.thoyght, this Divell of unbeliefe were fo ranke? 'Why, 


-Wartiage. willmake coyctouſneſſe a veniall finne, ( worte 
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then the Powe mates it ) wichout faith, 
Ei :heorin-  Bercfolved ofit, faich mult be your onely helve, to ſtop 
4th che pri p "6 . : U 

&pall pop of you from drowning in this gulfe. Elſe no farme , or occu- 

ric maruce, PYIng Will be grezt enough ; you would thinke all your lif- 

but a moime.:t, for the ſa:15fying of an inſatiable ſpirit 2 Sv 

many 1ro1s at once in the fire; till one marre another, ani 

overthrow ail. ElMe,you will pick-quarrels with your trades, 

and be ready to forfake them, as faſt as you emvrace them, 

and ſo wearie your ſelves with lofſes, till ruined. Elſe you 

will be ſo ſordid, ſo pinching and baſe in your houſe keep- 

ing, ſoſubtile,falſe in your ſellings;you will grow defrauders, 

oppreflors, uturers, and«Ccheaters;, in your traffique and 

trades, ſo cager in your toile, ſo- impatient of a defeate, 

ſo injurious and unmercifull not onely to: your beaſts, 

but even to your wives, {:ives, children, ſervants : fo 

. baſe in your works of charity ,-that -both God and men 

loath and be weary of you. What patternes of ſuch married 

1: Gnire miſe- ones, doth almolt every towne afford ? And when God 

rics of the frownes upon them, then they knaw their tongues-for vex- 

m1rried ation and wax as profane in the firſt Table, ſcerners of 

nga = worſhip, and Sabbaths, as before unjutt in the ſecond. Thet- 

—_ *. fore, hive by faith both husband without, and wife within, 
1s provir -:» "4" . 

dence, this is a joint worke of both z (of your ſeverall duties I ſhall 

ſpeake after ) doth gaine;came in,and wealth abound ? Set 

not your heart upon it :. be not giddie, wanton, ſenſnall: 

. faith abhorres ſuch behaviour, and ſettles the'ſoule in #ſob& 

frame of thankfulnefle : doth God/crofle you 2 -NDiſttuſt)him 

not, deje& not/your hearts, Gods able toſupply it.” How 

clſe was David \upperted,when not onely city and wealth, 

but alſo wives were carried captives? ſurely by faith he com- 

forted himſelfe in God, 'and recovered'all. Am 1T in debts? 

God willpay them: I came not into them by my-/ſinne, but 

God brought me in, by providence *' he-therfore ſhall bring 

me out : Havel loſſes ? . God will reſtore them as to fob : 

AmTficke 1n body ? diſeaſed, husband and wife eachlying 

upon others hand, threatned by creditors, to goe to priton, 

fajlen into the hand of a mercileſle Landlord? faith will caft 

you upon'a mercifnll God : and althonghthe common ar 

verbe 
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verbe is, faith will never buy corne nor 
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improove it, and thou ſhale finde, it will be like Salomons file 
ver, and an{iver all things, buy all marquets : Sheferves a' 
maiter who can mollite the hearts of che cruelleit enciny , 
will ſooner ſuffer the Lyons to be hungerbir, then his poore 
ſhifclefle Lambes ro want : All the fithes in the fea are his, 


his are all: the ſheepe on a thouſand hills, all the mines of 


red and white earth, ail the mony in all men purtes : All 
things are Chrilts, thou being his all things are thine, anl 
ſhall be caſt in as an overplus unto thee : Thou nee1cit not 
fay , husband, wite , we ſhall be deſtroyed one day by this 
poverty ; therefore wee muſt fall ro indireRtcourſes , as 0- 
thers, to bring in the penny : No; let Atheiſts ſay, thus, they 
whe have a God to truſt to, let them never diſhonor him, 
by ſuch doings : thereby making him their enemy , leſt they 


be compelled to ſpeake for ſomewhat. 


He that clothes the 


afle of the field, and the blltzs, which neither labour nor 
y—_ » Much more will doe fer them that truſt him ; you 
erve no hard maſter, nor one, that needs your ſinne to ſerve 
his providence. This faith muſt be Domina fac torum , (he 
muſt doe all and ſuffer all, and carry all , ſhe mult be the ſtir- 
ring houſewife ( or elſe in vaine doe others ſtirre ) who can 
doe more with ſitting ſtill, then all others, though each 
finger were a thumbe : By her therefore and her daughter 
patience pofleſſe your ſoules, and commend your ſelves to 
him, who will efte& your deſire. This for the former parti- 


cular, for faith in the-promiſe. 
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The other particular is outward , which is the joint fer- Fmilie du- 


ving of God in the family. Though both of you pray not , *'* 


Yate 


yet the one hold it up inthe others abſence , and ſet up God 
with both hands in your houſe: Let prayer, reading, and o- 
ther worſhip hanſell your dwelling and ſandtific it, at your co j»ine in 
firſt entrance, and afterward ſeaſon and \weeten it , and all, <l»{-1y. 

both perſons and things that belong to that : Letall goe 
under the banner and proteion of God by it. It muſt be 
as the Temple morning and evening ſacrifice, wha elſe ſo 
eyveryou adde thereto , you may , but this muſt be:conſtant. 
The holy Ghoſt loves to honaur this Sacrifice through the 
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this Sacrifice made all the reſt welcome,and bleſſed, There- 
fore be joint in it ; begin not zealouſlly at firſt, and end in 
the fleſh , which is the cuſtome of molt couples. Looke not 
aſquint with an evilleye upon it,to caft your buſineſſes ſo un- 
happily , as to trench upon the ſeaſon thereof : asif your 
hearts ſecretly grudged at Godin it , and couldſcarſe be. 
reame it, Both of you be juſt before God in it : ſtriving who 
ſhould goe before the other init ; be no ſnare eachto other 
not onely by your backwardnefle and murinuring atit , not 
ſo much as in-your indifferency. of ſpirit toward it : leaſt you 
defile each other by it, and ſo you. grew mannerly to put it 
off at firſt , and then by degrees by any trifling occaſion to 
outweare it. Know it, that.by the defacing ef this, you out- 
weare all bleſſing, and goe in therowe of them of whom 
ics ſaid : ponre out: thy wrath upon the families which call 
not upon thy. name. Be very ferious to taske yourſelves to 
it, to preſſe each other not onely to a performing of it in 
general], to ſay.a few proiers', but to+bee inſtant ,'feryent, 
and conſtant init. The ſeaſoning of your children, the awe 
and-government of your ſervants depends upon it-: .aqd 
where its wanting, both prove ruinoys, and brattſh, beſides 
the miſery of the whole family condition. ' Vie all wifdome 
thou man, all prevention and-earely-care ,-thou woman, 
both without and. within, that all panes and-ogcaſions may 
be ſet at aſtay, and diſpatchtgthatthis weighty affaire ſtand 
not let for them, Be ſurethat thy heart ſmite thee not oft.in 
the day, whenſhrewd turnes befall thy children, thy houſe 
is in. danger by caſualtyof fire , thy-husband and thou quar- 
rell, or any other fad accident'./happen ; to ſay, theſe are 
becauſe we ſought.not God this day :. therefore is this mil- 
chance befalemme1n-my cattelly or-in my travaile ,' or by a 
fall of my horſe , or ill ſaceefle in my balinefſe, or the ble. 
Let not the comming inof friends, ſtrangers , break it off: 
kt-not looſe to it,leaff eachtoy-unſettle it: Awethe family to 
it, both joine inthe drawing of yeur inferiors to reyerence 
ic , left it forme. and commone once breake in, the next 
newecs 
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newes be,wearineſſe,and ſo breaking it off. And wihpraier, 
let folemne calling of the children an1 ſervants to accompr 
be practiſed. If you can poſlibly ler the morning rather then 
noonetide be your appointed ſeaſon, left neceſſary occati- 
ons deprive ſome , whom it concernes. Chuſe it before 
meales, if it be poſſible : If the greatneſle of houſehold hin- 
der that, then take heed that droufinefle , (lumber, and the 
Divell ſet not in their foote to marre all, which for the mo!t 
part is the canker of moſt family duties : which through 
cuſtome is made nothing of, till it have caſt out duty it ſelfe 
upon the dunghill.. I ſhall ſpeake more of the mans duty in 
ſpeciall, afterward : this now I thought good to premite in 
generall. And this of theſe two particulars of the joint duty 


of couples be faid. Now I come to the generall exhortation, ,,,, 


and fo finiſh the Chapter. 


Neecfu!l to 


ule 


Private 
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Let it be therefore exhortation to all good couples, to be Cauſes why ir 


mutuall in all religious duties, ordinances, and ſervice of thoulu be 1, 


God. This will ſtrengthen the wheele of marriage lifes the 
ftrong ſpoakes in the cart wheele, ſtrengthen it , from crac- 
king,andfplitting.Live not like ſtrangers to God: for {o ſhall 
you never bt inward with each other : your life will waxe 
common and fulſome, paſt and ſpent ont in a ſhaddow and 
vanity, yea Yexation of ſpirit : and at your death, you ſhall 
ſay, alas we never knew one another truely. I dare not 
| ſnare you forſetneſfſe of Canonicall houres , or for oftneſſe 
ofduty : I leave that to your owne experience, who ſhould 
beſt know each others wants, or at leaſt your owne to draw 
you to it. It is not- meet families be made privieto the pr1- 
vacie of their governors : it is the next way to make them 
deſpiſed : its beſt referring them toyoar owne ſeaſons : ex- 
cept your ſelves be the whole fanuly , for then the diffe- 
rence is taken away. I ſay, there may bee ſecret caſes, 
wherein even each partie may Chuſe ſecrecie; in ſuch, 
be wiſe , and powre out your hearts to God , apart, as its 
like Kebecca did in the itrife of her twins. There 1s a 
ſeaſon for all things : and marriage ſecrets are facredly to 
be kept. Therefore I ſay let this be the chiefe pearle ot che 
marriage crowne; ſearch ont all thy corruptions : make a 
regiſter 
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regiſter of all favors of God , which God hath granted to 
thee, and to thy wife in common ; ſuch as at the time of re- 
ceiving, ſeemed molt pretious,and might ill have bin ſpared: 
marke how the Lord hath gone before thee and ordered thy 
converſation ; conſider together how happily, and yet per- | 
haps hardly you met 1n marriage : What ſound love, and 
covenant the Lord bred at firſt in you : kow they have ſince 
held firme ; and although many things have come in to 
weaken them, yet they have not prevailed. Conſider how 
your hearts are drawne daily each to other : calmeth your 
unquiet ſpirits , ( which otherwiſe would.not keepe com-/ 
pale ) ſo that you looke not each upon the other with the 
eyes of Serpents, but of Doves. Obſerve how Sabbaths and 
Sacraments are bleſſed , how your faith and peace growes, 
your feares decay, how your corruptions are purged ; what . 
dangers in body , ftate , children you avoid ; and what for- 
rowes, which comber others, you are free from : alſo what 
ſuccefle in your childrens cra&tablenefle, and towardnefle : 
what faithtulneſle and fuvjection 1n your ſervants, ( for is 
it not God, who makes many ſtout ſtomackes of both ſexes, 
ſubjetro weake governors ? ( as David faith ) how your 
tcllowſhip with the geod encreaſes, what new bleſlings 
are fallen upon you, in perſons, names, trades, poſterity : 
Marke alſo well, where Satan moſt inſulteth, and where the 
hedge is loweſt with you : what corruptions (as old ſores ) 
brea ke our in their ſeaſons , which yet ſeemed to be:quaſht 
before;what luſtes of the heart,luft of the cie,or pride of life 
Cubbles up from within : Looke not each into him or her 
{elfe, but each into other, as having intereſt deeply planted; 
yet doe 1t not with curioſity but ſimplicity : By this meanes 
Loth abundant matter and manner,as oile to the lampe, will 


_ offer themſelves tonouriſh this ordinance ; all luſt of floth, 


all ruſt of eaſe, wearinefle will be filed off. And a free heart 
to make Lod the umpire of your differences, ( if any be , as 
how can 1t beavoided, but a roote of bitternefſe within, 
will lefle or more breake out ) the Compoſer of your hearts, 
the granter of your requeſts , and the gracer of your marri- 
22cs will be obtained. And feare not, leſt this courſe ſhould: 

in 
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iatime wearieyou, ordhenation each from other ſhould | 
w., to diſtatt this duty, | for the Lord who hath founded 
it, will owne it, and can bleſſe it , and keepe'out diſorder ; 
and the tweet fruit of this ſervice, willſo both prevent, at- 
tend and follew you, inall your waies, thatyouſhall feele 
your ſelves to walke'each before other, and both before 
Cod, lefſe looſely, moreſoundly and fafely : For why? how 
can it otherwiſe be, when both of you remember whom 
youuſeto goe to, (as tothe oath and covenant) both in 
your confeſſions, on which you ſhame your ſelves for your 
faylings, and in your requeſts, _— pardon and purging, 
and where you. have done wel,to. praiſe him for ſupport,and 
tobe thanktull for that adminiſtration and protetion of his, 
under which(as his beloved)you have bin, all the day long. 
I conclude therefore, goc to God mote jointly then ever; 
hold , and pull more hard and cloſe together , {o oft as you Exhortat ion 
oto the throne of grace;eſpecially,whenas with that good *9 private en- 
[ac you are reſolved not to ceaſe wraſtling till you be ea wk 
leſſed : compell htm to ſend you away with yourrequeſt, **** 
elſe you cannot be anſwered. Goe by a promiſe inyour Ad- 
yocate, and ſay, now Lord,this new ſtate of ours, requireth 
new manner2, new ſ{clfedeniall, new faith, new life, a dou- 
ble portion of grace ; begge it therefore as Elifkadid; all 
that belong to you, requirea new part in you : And, 
who is ſufficient for theſe ? Make your ſelves nothing : 
and God all in all , who can fatishe you. Seperate not 
your {clves in theſe dutics, as ethers doe in Congrega- 
tions , orothers in boord and bed, butſay , come, let 
us pray together , confefle , givethanks, Iam asthou art , 
my people asthine, my horſes as thine, my thoughts, affei- 
cns, members, as thine. By this meane, love ſhall ſo grow, 
that it ſhall outgrow all diſtempers ; you ſhall ſay —_ 
other, I never thought my wite had the tithe of that grace 
in herheart, or that my /hnsband had halfe that humble- 
ncfſe, compaſſion, faith, which now I perceive. Thoſe 
evills, thoſe infirmities.,, which would for ever have eftran- 
ged ſome, and cauſed diitaſt, I ſee in him, in her, breed fo 
much-themore love to my foule, {ympatby, and nercy: _—_ 
py V om 
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trom this welſpring of joint 'worlhip , :ſhall' lowe ſtreqs: 
mes of hany: and butter.! (as Toh ſpeakes')i:into/all the lifer 
Eſpecially, when croſſes auditeeighrs ſhall befall you, then 
ſhall God be neereſt of all unto-you,: and be afflicted with 
you inall : becauſe you have made himthe God of. your 
mounteynes, he wilbee the God, of you valleys alſo, whenas 
others, who never thus traded with im,fhalbe ſent to their 
TIdolls,and to ſhi'te for them(elves.iAnd as touching the firſt 
duaties,of mutuallnes, viz. of theſe fowre jointnefle of religi- 
on aid worſhip,thus mach. 
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Cruae. VII. 
The ſccond mutuall duty of the Married viz, 


ConJugall cove handled. 
The __— p | Now precced to the ſecond mayne and joint duty of the 
ed: marryed which is conjugall Love: Forthe better hand- 


ling wherof it will not be amiſſe firit to premiſe ſomewhat, 

touching the nature of 1tz and then to ſhew ſome reaſons, 

why-it ſhould bee jointly preſerved , adding ſome meanes 

wherby it:may bee done,and fo,concluding with uſe. 

L-y: ought to That infinitely and onely wite God who both upholdeth 

be j-1n+ly pre by his providence, all his creatures in their kindes and fabſi- 

ſerved , for rh! ting,and hath by one ſoule of harmony and confent,accor- 

honer of Mar: 14d cach with'other ,, for their mutuall ayde and ſupport: 

much more hath his hand in the accorde of reaſonable 

creatures,their fellowſhip and league together, as without 

which they could not well continue intheir welfare & pro- 
ſperity. And therfore,for the more ſweete reconciling and 

unicing of the affetions of one to another in every kinde of 
league and fellowſhip, both the more generall and common, 

ftanding in outward commerce, and the more neer & cloſe, 

aS in friendſhip and marriage ; he hath accordingly planted 

in every nature,ſexe and perſon more or lefſe Simpathy , that 

the one not poſſibly beeing able to ſubliſt without the jar 

trig | mig 
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might by thistye, each loye the other, andbe knit to the 0- 


ther in union and affction. This appeares even 1n the moſt Not only bred 
reme;e contracts of buying and (ling, borrowing and lens by peculiar 


ding:wherin althoaghthe league ftan 
in perſons, yet even there , is ſcene a generall kinde of love, 
each man. chuling to trade and tratfique wth them, whoſe 
ſpirit and frame 1s moſt ſutable to their owne. When God 
mcant to enrich the Iſraelites by the bounty of the Egypti- 
ans; he darted in for the time. ſuch aſymparhie into their 
hearts, that they found favour 1n their e1es ;-10 that nothing 
was then too deare for them , jewels and gold and filver, 
till they had impoveriſht themſelves. And , in thoſe. combi- 
nations of men-Which are grounded in law and civill order 
in commonwealths and corporations, although there be a 
necefiury bond, to keepe all forts within order and, govern- 
ment : yet there is to be obſerved between.thoſe members, a 
more peculiar bond betweene ſome then others , through a 
ſureablencſle of diſpoſition that 1s in them , whereby for 
| ſpec all cauſes, the one doth more tende- ly affect ſome one 
or ocher,then che common body can affeR u ſelfe. This yet 
doth rcuCh moe appeare inthe league of friend{hip,wherin 
we ſee: Goddoth ſo order it, that by a ſecret inſtine of love 
and ſympa. ty, caufing ihe heart of the one to inclineto the 
other, two t:1cnds nave ocenc knit fo cloſe to the other, 
that they have beene 15 one ſpirit in two bodies, as not only 
wee fee in ouathan and Da id, but in heathens which 
have ſtriven ro iay. downe their lives for the ſafeguard 
of each o:her. And that the knger of Had js here, appeares 
by this, thit oftimes a reaſon cannot be givea by either 
artie, why tacy thouid be {o tender eachto other : It be- 
ing cauſed not by any profitable or pleaſura':le meane,but by 
meere ſymyathy, which is tarre the more pure and noble 
cement of union, thun what elſe ſo ever. Nay, inthe very 
ſcacelcſſe creatures is to be ſeene this amity a!1d neereneſſe, 
that as ſome have an antipathy each to other, as the ſhadow 
of the walnut is noxious to other plants; 1», the clme and 
the vine doe naturally fo entwine and emvrace each the 
other, that its called, the friendly elme 3 who can tell why? 
V2 much 
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much ttiore then in reaſoneble-ereatures; it muſt be ſa Arid 
hence theſe heathens( tliat could:goe no further ) make the 
very conſtellatiens of heaven, urider. whichtwo are borne, 
to be the cauſe and influence gf their accord: : 'T know. not 
what ſtarre (ſaith one ) hath- teniperd my nature ſo fitly 
to thine, that we ſhould be ſo-unired. 'And:another, ſcot- 
fing at one he diſtaſted, tes him, I love thee not certainly , 
nl yet I cannot telt why, ( for thou never hurteſt me) but 
this I amſure of, that T-love thee not- What wonder then, 
if God for the pteferving of that band 'which is neereſt of 
all, durableft of al}; and the'moſt furidamentallof all; hath 
much fore c auſed a ſecret ſympathie of hearts tolive in the 
breſts and boſomes of tome men; arid fome' women, that are 
t>live in tHe. married eſtate, ( whereof noreaſon can bee 
piven, ſave the finger of God ; ) whereby I Gay: their hearts 
and affeions doe conſent together, of two tobecome one 
fleſh, the moſt mward nnion of all? Whenrce is it, that ( all 
ethers ſet aſide, ſometimes more amiable inthemſelves, more 


rich, better bred, and the like) yet through this inſtin& of . 
ſympathie, ( an hidden and unknowne- cauſe ) two-con- 


ſent together to become husband and wife ? Surely by this 
it appeares, that by how much leſle reaſon can be (given of 
this temperament, ſo muchthe more God is init, as purpo- 
fGng by a more pretzons and uniting band, then ordinary, to 
knit themtogether, whom he purpoſeth to maintaine in ſuch 
a league,as muſt endure, apd cannot be diffolved,when once 
itis made. So that we ſee marriage love.is oftime a ſecret 
worke of God, pitching the heart of one party upon ano- 
ther, for no knowne cauſe; and therefore where this ſtrong 
lodeſtone attracts each to other, no further queſtion need 
to be made, but ſuch a manand ſach a womans match were 
madein heaven, and God hath brought rhem tegether. 
But, becauſe the finger of God: is not ſo manifeſt in all 
matches as by a ſecret inſpiration to unite them : and be- 
cauſe man being a reaſonable creature , is ledin affe&iens, 
notto Hive by ſenſuall appetite , asa beaſt, but by rationall 
motives and inducements : therefore providence diſco- 
vers it felfe herein alſo : cven framing the matter ſo, that 
9 oftimes 
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oftimes where this.naturall iciclination failes, and!whers in 
likely boed/ſome. amtipathie and/centrariety of ſpirirs would 
appeare ; yet,by fome aecidentallendowments of religion, 
of- education', of eminent naturall parts,of ſweet: diſpoſitt= 
on, even that party pleafes beſt, who et were as likely to 
difpleaſe as much as any in the generall. I ſay this is a pro= 
vidence more generall,then the former : fo ordering things, 
that where meere ſympathy failes,, yet another band may: 
proove (to ſome perſons ) as pleaſing and laſting, when as 
they fee-that one defect is recompenced, wittyanother emi- 
nencie and perfeRtion. Who but God hath ſo accorded it , 
that many a woman of exquifite beanty and perſon, like to 
a:trat love enough ( ina mutuall way of man ) ſhould yet 
come ſhort of inward'wi*, witedome and abilities? Surely he 
who doth alt fo well, that nothing can bee found outafter 
him betterthen he hath-made it, hath thus appointed it , leſt 
ifall perfeQions ſhould concurre in'one impotent ſubjeR, 
the heart would be too big for the boſome, and ſwell into 
an excefſe of pride, and ſelfelove. And on the other ſide, 
who hath ſo ordred it, that oftentimes, where beauty failes, 
where ther perſon is ordinary , there yet, theſe uncomely 
partes ſhould be cloathed with greater honour, of vertue, 
underſtanding, induſtry, providence, and other qualities of 
worth : and all for this univerſall end, that there might be 
an equality ? So that whereas the perſon in ſome regards 
might be an obje& of diſdaine, yet in others, might beto a 
rationall and wiſe man, a meet obje of eſteeme, her gifts 
drowning her defects, and ſoſuſtaining the poore creature 
from centempt and ſcorne. Thus doth God by his wiſedome 
ſo order contraries , that being brought by his own skillfull 
hand to a due temperature, they might cauſe a moſt pleaſing 
harmony : ſo that oftimes a nimble wit joyned with a more 
flow, a phlegmatique temper with a ſanguine, a melancho- 
lque with a merry , a cholerique witha mild and patient 
tempere, might behold the workmanſhip of God herein 
with ſuch admiration, that the frame of ſpirit which in the 
generall might ſeeme moſt repugnant, yer in reſpe& of the 
neceſſaric uſefulnefle and commodity thereof , might find 
| Y. 3 moſt 
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moſt favour. And why ? ſurely becauſe fimilitude of ditem- 
pers might breed a confuſion In the married eſtate, wherag 
the one quality alaying the other , might reduce the body 
toa ſweet harmony and correſpondence. So- that ſtillwe 
ſee God hathan hand in this union of hearts in the married 
and although ſome uni:e through a ſecret {ympathy : o:hers 
from ſome confefled good and amiable o: jet in the party 
loved ; yet God is in them both, that by a ſtrong matrimo- 
njall kno: the married couples might etke out thac love and 
aftection towards each other., , which elſe. neither the 
need of each other , no nor religion it {elfe could alone, 
maintaine and preferye, And 1o much for this. ſccond 
branch. | | ; 

By all T have faid, it may be perceaved,that by conjugall 
love, here, I mcane not onely Chriſt:;an-Jove;, a grace of 
Gods ſpirit : ( for marriage borders mach what upon nature 
and fleth)nor yet a carnall and ſudden flaſh of affection,cor- 
ruptly enflamed by Concupilcence: (rather brutith the. hu- 
mane)-ut a ſweere compounde of both,religion and nature, 
the Jatter being as the materiall , the former as the formall 
cauſe therof; properly called Marriage love. And this love 
15.not an humor rayſed fuddenly in a pang or thoade of affe- 
Qion, ebbing and fiowing ; loinetymes when the partics are 
ſct upon the ſtage abroad , among company and ſtrange, 
where they woulde acte a patte for thicir Credit; (tor family 


and place where they live ought to betheir true ſtage of 


Action ) tut an habited and ſeuled love planted in them by 
God, waerby in a conſtant, equall, and Ccheerfull conſent of 
{pir1 ,they carry themlclves eaCh to other:eaCch hollow come 
panion wil exceed,at an od tim-, and put dowue true lovers: 
who it they were tryed ty their ynitorme love , would bc 
tired as jades & betray themſclves to be counterfeits : what- 
{oevcr 1s according to Cod, is equall,though tut weake. So 
is this,of thelove of couples : no union of imagination, mix- 
tur-,nr yet Lare affection,but an cffc& of divineinſtiutio,be- 
twecnetwo, (tor polygamy is the Corruption of marriage; ) 
n2cto be diflolved till death, except uiiCcleannes divorced it. 
Tais love 1s (as the eccho to the voice) the vitall ipirit , and 
heart 
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heart blood ofthis Ordinance caufing a voluntary and pra- 
aique unionof two , without which union alone by vertue 
of Gods inſtitntion,is but a forced neceſlitie. For then hath 
this ordinance her perfection, when this ſoder of love beeing 
added thereto, maketh that unzon w » cannot be broken, to 
become ſuch a willing one,as (to chuze)woulde not be bro- 
ken. Elſe friendſhip were a better one-ſhip then marriage, 
becauſe that may be diflolved, when it waxes a burden, whet- 
asthis holdes, bee it never ſo wearifſome. But then 1s 1t 
happy when the lover and the loved enioy each other: elſe 
the tcllowſhip of thoſe maried ones, whole love is degenerat 
into bitter hatred,were as gond asthe beſt:for the worlt,mat- 
mage is ſuch,that (till one ceaſe to bec )it cannot ceaſe to bee 
a knitting of two in one; no time, no diſtance of placezno ſin 
(except adultery) breaking it of: but how miſerable a nece(- 
ty is that, which hath no law,no remedic? Hence God hath 
allowed ſo many-re{pets and liberties in the choife of huf- 
bands and wives, becauſe he would {treighten none,but that 
they might live lovingly, except the fault bee their owne.So 
that as he who marrieth for other ends, religion beeing neg- 
k&ted, offendeth chiefly, ſo doth hee alſo , who ſhall marry 
one religious , without due caution of other things which 
might ſtrengthen love,even hee ſhall ſin againſt the comfort 
of his owne lite. And its certaine, that longer then love 
compounded of the forenamed caulcs , doth lait, marriage is 
bur a carCafle voyde of }ife. And the ſtronger the tie js, the 
rkeſomer is marriage,beeing truſtrate of that precious thing, 
for which it ſhould love groundedly. 


Let me adde ſome reaſons why this ſo jeint a bond ſhould Reaſon of it, 


bee carefuily preſerved. Firſt nothing is ſo prettous among 
men in worldly reſpe&ts,as that for which the husband loveth 
and defireth the wife ; and ſhee him; nounion ſo ftrong as 
this;no ioy in any outward union ſo contentfull as this ; nor 
able to with well to the thing loved as this. For though I 
muſt love my neighbour as my ſclfe , yet I am bound to leve 
my.wife ether wiſe for both kind and meaſure, then my neigh- 
bour ; yea and in ſomeſence, better then my ſelfe. And its 
truely obſerved ,-that this rule of loving our neighbour, is 
rather 
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Ephe. 5.29. 


Rom, 12, 20. 


Ephe. 5.25. 
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rather to-be expounded privetively or negatively, then poſs 
tively : forbidding rather to doe any hurt to my-neighbour, 


which T wonld not doe tomy ſ{elfe,then commanding to do 


himſo mach good as to my ſelfe : fithence by this meane 
I ſhould be bound to feed and cloath him as my ſelfe, which 
were abuſed. But my wife I am bound to love as my ſelfe 
in both reſpe&s as my ſelfe ; both in the negative, and athir- 
mative ſenſe. Hence is that of the Apoſtle , No man ever 
hated his owne fleſh, but nouriſht and cheriſht it, evenho 
ought a man to love his wife as hiwſelfe ; not onelyin 
diſtreſſe, for ſo am I-bound to love mine enemy, If thiner- 
nemy hunger,feed him, &c. but conſtantly, and at all times, 
Hence is the generall rule, u_ matually upon'both , huſ- 
band, love your wives, as Chrift loved his Church, and gave 
himſelfe forit, eo purge and waſh it : that, it might bee 
without ſpot : and the like hee profefleth upon the wife to 
him ; wives love your husbands, &c. noting is to bc are» 
ciprocall duty. 

But yet this I muſt adde, that this ſo mutuall a duty, is yet 
required of both ina different manner. For the mere cleere 
underſtanding whereof, obſerve,, that as the love where- 
with Chriſt loves his Church 1s a more abundant and bount- 
full love, then that whereby ſhe loves him againe ; yea, her 
love is as her other grace, fetcht from his fulnefle , which 
he commun'cates unto her by his ſpirit, ſois the womans 
love in the carriage thereof to the mans. And as the dimme 


light of the Moone borrowed from that principle of light 


Pal. 134. 3+ 


the Sunne ; ſo by proportion, the loyeof the wife is as bor- 
rowed from the love of the husband. He is the fountaine of 
the relation , ſhe followes as the correlative, her love is 
the ſtreame jfluing from his ſpring. Loye muſt decend from 
him, as the oile of Aarons head deſcended downe to his 
beard, and his cloathing,; S9-that tae manaer of this 1mpat- 


ting love muſt be ordetly : the husbandis to.off<r,to beſtow, 


and communicate himſcife hrs to his wife ; ina free,boun» 
tifull, full love ; ſhe is: not do much bound to vie upon tus 
love, or to love bountifully andactively, as to reflet and re- 


turneupon himſclfe his owne love, and that ina reverent, 


ainiable 
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amiable and\modeſt maner :  Thence is it,' that"as oft 
as Paxl.nfcth the charge of husbands loving their wives , 
(which is very'frequent ). yet he very ſeldome,and but once 
urgeth the woman to-love her husband :{ but as-ifhe would 
have them.,/ theirJove' and/ all to-be drowned in their {iib- 
je&ion ) he preſſeththem, to be:ſubjett to their kusbands ; 
wives ſnbmit yourſelves: and, let the wite reverence her 
4usband': Noting , that alchough themarried'eſtate, be an 


Ts $i 4- 


Efh'y 22,24. 


equall eftate, yet ——— of bath-muſt.not be the.ſame ; 1 


-but the loye: of the one be 'conveyed with royalinefle 
without tiranny, the otherinloyall ſweet ſub je&tion, :with- 
outſlavery. S6 then, asthe head and other inferior members, 
are equally: parts of ene bedy, yet the headina different and 
-more! oa 9 maner, then the reft : ſo ought the caſe to 
be betwixt husband and wife. And hence it is/' that accot- 
ding. to the.cuſtome of alb Nations, the husband fecketh the 
witethe wife loveth afterſheiis loved: except it be hete and 
there in ſome odde perſon, neted for folly or immodeſty. The 
mans/ authority -mixed with 'the womans mildnefſe , his 
aQiveneſle, with her paſſivenefle and acceptance, makes the 
{ſweet compound.” As the Sun, exhaling vapours , put of the 
-earth y .draweththem/up into the aire', and having altered 
.their grofler quality, ſends them downe againe with more 
foyſon and fatnefle to refreſh the earth as with her owne 
ſtore; ſo,the levely diſpefition of a-vertuous wife , -draw- 
ing lovefremher husband, into her owne heart, ſweeteneth 
(the vapour, -and returnes: his owne upon him againe with 
a double pleaſing" grace and comlinefle. And as we ſee, 
that the meate , whichthe ftemack receaveth, except it be 
cold or hot ,- ſcarcely admits kindly digeſtion ; becauſe be- 
-ino lukewarme'!, -it cannot worke- upon that meate- which 
2s bke her owne temper ; fo.,-if you take away this temper 
- of natures, love is loathſome in one maner and: fulſome. 
| For, what is more loathed by a.diſcreet man, then a woman 
manniſhly qualited ? And, 'what is more yrkeſome'to a lo- 
ving womanghen a-man;cffeminate® 'Therfore,let the man 
ikegpe his liberry'in loving; avoiding all baſe uxoriouſneſſe, 


Toftneſſe, and nice affeRtion of his wife , and -let the woman 
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ſhunne all uncomely boldneſle; an4 raking upon her with 
authority in the carria e of her love towards him' : it be- 


LE 


comes himto play the Captaine and lead thisſervice oflovy, - 


and it beſecraes her, to tread the ſame ſteps, and follow, 
This is the wiſeſt contention, whether {hall tove other with 
the moſt cordiall affeRtion, 1 a true way. | , 
Fen. I come to ſome uſe of the point. And firſt it much con. 
Reproefe. demaeththe courſe of ſuch as beare any ftroake in the mar- 
French 1. Fiags of others, whoare fo cager and peremptory in ſtri- 
king through the match, that they omut the tying of the knot 
ſure, ( which is the maine point) and ſo pecoine the oc- 
Forced and Cafions of forced matches, empty of love. Alas ! you little 
lovclefls conſider of time to come : and what a fad entrance you 
matches dat- qn1ke into an cate of life, which needs the nutuallim- 
the a proovement of a ftocke, which you never care to;.procure 
them at the firft. And even ſo are couples themſelves herein 
exccdingly to blame ;- in that they ſet the: cart before the 
horſe wo hn ( in a ſort, as he thoſe oxen he had ſtellen, 
Into his denne by the tailes ) ſo they , the wives which by 
head and ſhoulders they bave gotten,into their boſomes, the 
contrary, way 3 Sympathy. of heart z or amiable qualitis 
which Gould attra&t love towards ther perſons, and cover 
any fich defeR as a carnall curious eye would ſtumble at, 
theſc they ſet not in the firſt ranke , but as the kite npon the 
prey , ſofall they eagerly upen ſomething in the woman, 
neither praiſe worthy nor amiable (for as the Philoſopher 
faith who praiſcs any for wealth, or that which is without) 
' but Either profitable or ſcnſnally pleaſing : theſe they thinke 
will carrie love after it. But by that time they have tried at 
leaſure, and found thatlove 1s not compelled, but a thing 
which muſt be perſwaded, and extracted by ſome: deſer- 
vingneflc of the qualities inthe partic loved : then finding 
no Gd thing in the party married, they perceive how pre- 
poſterous they have becne, and would amend their choice, 
And in what (if poftible)with the forfeit of much other commodity. But 
reſpeRs, its too late,for what thall a man give for the recompence of 
love ifabſent?or what ſhal it profit a manito have won a wiſe 
With, all other advantage, in whem is no trut agylable thivg 
| to 
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to winnie affetion ? what a ſad bondage is it, to betied for 
ever to one thou canſt not love? An otj<R of diſ*ayne, of 


hatred,of loathſomneſſe, of ftinch ? a thing,wherin there 1s: 


nodramme of that which is defireable > How wotull a bur- 
den wereit to have a dead carcafle bound with cordes tothy 
backe,to go with thee,every ? who thy b« arc tels thee, 
thou knowelt no one woman or man of an hundred whom 
thou canft not as well find in thine heart to love, as her ? So 
that in allthe companies wherin thou comeſt,8& dareſt utter 
thy thoughts , this muft bee the firſt complaint, Thou wert 
compelled to marry her , ot him whom 1n thine heart thou 
never could[t ſet thy love upon; te that thou wert driven 1n- 
tothe net,and taken,as a birde in a ſnarc.Oh,if love bee one 
of thoſe joint duties which the marticd ſhould continually 
neuriſh, whar ſhall become of them, who never joyned to- 
gether bcfore marriage to compaſle it at all? whatis this, but 
to prepare for themſclves perpetuall vexation? ſhould I call 
it,or deſolation? 


And ſecondly how doth this reproove ſuch,as although Reproofe. 
rt-entred not without ſome aftedtion cach to other, yer, B:4nb 3. 
threygh.a, vaine , emptie ,, and baſe ſpirit,negle& the Chary Love wi!l nor 


W 


*ep1"g ef ſuch a jewell, as love is? Tuſh, they thinke that nouriſh C. If, 
vil keepe it ſelfe , although they live at randon,aid hang it Þvt muſt be 


nevery hedge. If love(ſay they)bee the matter you talke [=o oy 


| of, letus alone , Iwarrant you, welove cach other as much couples. 


$2ny bady, there is no love loft betweene us, we have one 

nethers heart as,it were in a boxe? Heare mee I pray, what 

ind of love is that you meane?Is it a meercarnall and brutif 
appetite,or a verteus , andreligious love which I have ſpo- 
ken of? perhups ( for the preſent ) thou ſuppoleſt + ſclfe 
enamoyred with ſome externall thing which thou ſeceſt in 
her,not yet camparing that one, with ten other molt odjous 


qualities which intime will weare out the humorous contet 


and doting delight,thon haſt in that one. As yeares Come on, - 


ficknes and crofles, alas , that inſutficient one objc beeing 
blaſted, and no other obje comming 1 the roome, to holde 
thee ſatis fied, how needes mult thy affcion quaile,& ſterve 
intby boſome , thou ſhouldſt firlk have -layd the ground ed 

3 thy 
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thy love inſich adefired'obiet'of vertue, modeſty,and wofth' 
aS inight have held water, and not ſhrunke in the wetting, 
The moſt reſolnte loves vanith in a ſhort tyme , where the 

By whit mea. full of love faileth. But to oe backe , put caſe thou hadlt 

n:s love may groundes of firſt love to thy companion: what then? rhinkeſt 

be nouriſh, thou that this edge ' will holde without dayly whetting? 

. When thou fooliſhly , lighteſt the due attendance of t 

love,doſt thinke it a toile to nouriſh it,nay dareſt caſt water 
upon this ſparkle , as never fearing it wilbe quenched : doſt 
thouw-wonder ,1f this thy darling is lolt on the ſuddeine, for 
lacke of looking to? No no: thon maſt fixe thine eyes upon 
thoſe firſt objefts, which won thy love tothy companion: 
not runup anddowne into all places, with unſfavorite com- 
pliants of husbandes, and wives ! Not looking at the partes 
of others, to eſtrange thine hearte at home. Love is x birde 
with winges, ſoone gone out ofthe cage of thy bofome,ifit 
be careleſfely ſet open. Thou ſayft thou haft it in a boxe,but 
What if thou looſe box and all? Therfore,ſhunne thoſe com- 


— 


oh,parts of ſpeech and memory, tendernesanqathiablentfte 
that ſuch and fach a one is , how contde_Tlove tint * TH 
comes in hee withthe like, if my wife had the ptoperties of 
ſuch a woman,ſo chaſt , ſo kind, ſo wiſe, ſoable to keep het 
tongne,and obſerve the lawes of lilence ot of ſpeeck;ſo ze 
tons, providene, and thelike,' as other women have, how 
worth were ſhe of love: Date yon thus dally irifo'weightit £ 
bufines ?- dare you like the gnar fondly fly about the candle, 
as ſecure of burning? Oh nnworthie of love,each ffom othe 
ſhould you looke out abroad upon obieas which: belong 
not unto you, hurtfall,not helpful to'encreaſc ethulation |: 

eifvie.nt6t aff-Eior ® what are youthe netrer?' Podre'tipo 
your owne husband,and his patts,let him band robo, 
* eie8,aS Abimelec told S4r4, ant looke no further: Jet her bet 
Ger.10.16. your furtheſt objet: peed fp no vettues in any yak 
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hers :. thoſe thar are but ſinilſ ,' yet mikerkiem' gtexthy oft 
contemplation': thoſe thit ar@grevter, UME<hie and vilge ut 
theld Fnerate,chit you thay know thictm't6 rhe it WErghr;1h 
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hxving weigtied the an the ballance. This putting yourſickle 
inyour neighbors Corne, will prove too hot and heavie : it 
- will cauſe your-owne.to ſ{haleand periſh the while. Its a 

better ws of the two for yo'1 , to thinke, you ſee won- 


der,in your own-compantoinS,though there belittle ir either; , 


then to bee cquickfighted ii feeding the gifts of others), bee 
they never ſo:excellent. ;; atleaſt its the farre ſafer error of 
the two-It muſt bethe mutuall. reflexe and 'exchange of gra- 
tious,and ſweet vertues inand from each other, re tkng 
25 the ſambeames; from the wall,that only can holde' you in 
ad invincible leagne of amity !: The marking of cach'others, 

,compaſſion,fidelity,chaftitic, which-muft continue 
that firſt. love, which at the firſt they-cauſed. You need not 
quench Jove 2 itScnough that you withdraw this fucll, and 
leoke upon the infirmities.of eachother, (the onely dampe, 
andclioakepeare of affeFtion, ) thefe alone will kill it.» And 
when other fuell failes ( as I'fayde before) let religion itep 
it, and make it up:this will keep harmonic in other diſcord. 
Reade over that divine ſonge of Szelom. Setting out the 
blefſed union: betweene' Ctirrſt and his ſpouſe'the;, Chur ch; 


wherinis moſt lively exprefled,, what inward content; and © 


feeling iop,cack partakes in other,through the fight'of each 
ethers perfeAtions. She in her heade, becauſe in him,ſhee be- 
holdes all fulnefſe of wiſedemezand grace;and hee in her,be- 
cauſe of the reboundings ofthoſe arnamets aud graces of the 
ſpiric,wherwith ho bad/furnifhed her.So much; forthis ſecond. 
:'Thirdly this maſt bee-a ſerious coveat' to all married con- 
ples } te. nontiſh thigtheir love ; and to preſerve it entire. 
Whiek will the moreeafily be obteined, if they ſhall conſi- 
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derthofe-ftd-effets Which come fromthe decay of it, inthe jugall love. 


lives of couples, As Sz/cenvs ſpeaking of drunkennes,faith, Pco.23.29-30- 


whence arereveyesywhentearewoundes; and quarrels? 


krethey not froin the red wine?and's:. James , whence are 4-12me::1, 


warres and contentions among you? \ Are they not from 
yourluſtesthatfight in your members ?: you ſeeke and enjoy 
notgbut mifcarrysinallyonr atcempts, & fee-nvt whence your 
miſery commeth 23'S Gy where are thofe-tnde lefle de- 
dates;xdiffotdntes betweenerthe martied;thar they = __ 

36669 Wl X 3 ecking 


mn 


AN atrimoziell Honoear : or, 


janger of 


drea« h of con- 
jugall love 1s 


{ad, 


2,King.7.4. 


Judg 13.23, 
24. 


ſeeking for bleſling,and longing after an happy life, but ſtill 
it goeth further and further from them ? Alas. becauſe they 


dreame ſtill the fault is without doores, in this and that , bad 


ſervants, ill ſaccefſe, improvidence:and ſometime in cach &- 
ther: but never ſet the ſadle upon the right horſe : the diſcale 
is within their boſomes,they havcloſt their firſt love eachts 
other , they are waxen ſaplefle and unfavory in'their ſpirit 
ard aftetion one to another. While that laſted,all went for-. 
warde in a {weet maner,cart went well upon wheeles : for 
the ſpirit of mutuall love made t flicke and trimme, the ole 
of love ſet it forward:but fince this was exhauſted and dried 
up, all went to havocke,the ſinewes of ſociety, the bandof 
peace and perfe&ion, of thrift and welfare becivg broken; 
there is a diſſolution of the frame , and a ſhattering of all. 
Children have no edge to do their dutics, ſervants have no. 
Joy todoe their worke, loveleſſe couples are livelefle & un-: 
fortunate : yea the ſalte having loſt her ſavour, is goad for 
nought , ſave to be trodden under the feete of contempt ard 
{corne. Whence arethoſe Mock-divorces ſo frequent tn the 
world, wherby couples ſeperate from cach others ſome from 
bed, from board, from houſc, and:ſo farre, that one-ſhire will 
not holde the;becing barred ef a real,they pleaſe themſelves) 
in a locall content, which yet laſts not,the names of cach o- 
thers,much more the companyes becing adious. Hence came. 
thoſe hideous preſfidents,:; of conſpiracies one: againſt the 
life of another ; adulteries, yillahics yea murtherspraftized: 
againſt husband and wife he who:deſpixcth his ewne lite 
is ſoon Mr.of anothers,and how Can a main chuſe -but-deſpile 
his life, when he fecles it weariſome. As thoſe 4:Lepers'fayd, 
let us bedeſperate, and ruſh upon thee' Cape of Aran, tor 
what is ourlife worth, we.are but dead men, wee:cannot be. 
worſc:ſ{o may lovelefſe couples ſay, whatfoever:we doe,we 
ſuffer, we cannot be worſe(though we were not)thewe arcs 
A dead dog is as good as ſuch ahivinglyon. Hence againe 
come thoſe manifold ſuites and puriutes abroad,exclaiming 
Jealouſies at home:thexreafure is ſhallen,love is gone. As be 
layde of his Idolls; fo;Lof thislove,; Four: have ftollen my 
Gods, and do you aske mee; what ayleth thee? The wr is 
roken 
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broken, the (luce is pulled-up,all goes to wracke and confu- 
fion. There is as much uſe ef a bone out of joint, yea, of a 
man out of his wits, as of fuch a couple. Fidelity, modeſty, 
huſwifery in a woman , degenerate into carclcſneſſe of bo- 
dy, of ſoule , of ſtate, of name, into meere vanity : a wo- 
man not loving her husband will not ſtick , to pull out ene 
_ eie of her ewne, to pull out both of her husbands, as the 
fable tells : rob and ſpoile her ſclfe of goods, and good 
name, that ſhe might ſpoile him. Nay many have devoted 
themſelves to a defilement of their bodies, to be revenged 
each of other : mceere hatred and ſpite hath drawne themto 
ſuch finne as luſt alone would not bave done. This taſt may 
be ſufficient, to warne all, who be not forlorne, to looke to 
themſelves to beware how they embeſſel that ſacred ſtocke, 
which: God hath inſpired all ſuch married ones withall, 
whom he meancs to ſuſtcine in this ſtate, 'with integrity 
and honour : Marriage is honourable, keepe then the pledge 
of it entire which is love, Itslike that Image in the Capitall, 
called the Paladium, which if it ever came to be ſeene and 
ofaned, threatned ruine to their Cemmonwealth , there- 
forethe kept it-in a moſt affeed ſecrecy and ſafety. God 
hath beſtowed. it to make the difficulties of the married life , 
tolerable ; ( which clſec, the multitude of them would make 
yrkeſome) and ſhall a man having but one ſtring to his bow 
cutitin two? oracity having þut one engin to defend 
themſclves caſt it away ? Let itbec a warning to all forts 
therefore. | 
Laftly, this point muſt be exhortation to couples,to prac- Exhortuion 
tife and diſcharge faithfully,this joint duty of marriage}ove, *o couples, to 
each to other. Whereſoever thou art, whitherſoever theu 19!* 19inly. 
gocſt, whatſoever thou doſt , remember thon carricſt about 
thee a precious; pearle, looke to it, priſe it and preſerve it , 
4 thy life, There be ſundry motives to prefle this upon wik 
ling conples, as hammers to drive this naile home to the 
head: andindecd I may ay of it, as he once ſaid, of one, 
an honeſt man need not, a diſhoneſt man will net be war- 
Ned : The: generall motive to both husband and wife, is 
Gods Charge to them : live and love. Beth of you thinke 
rhus, 
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- thus, he bids it whobetter knows the uſe of it,the er df 
the contrary,thenſuch filly ones as'we., Commands of .Gyi 
are folemne thines, eſpecially ſuch as ſerve for a trench, for 
afortreſle, a fence to hedge in an ordinance. He that dare 
violate it, ſhall pay for ic ſweetly. Therefore, ſet yeur hean 
to 'obey this rule, and ſay itshife or death-:! Its the crutch of 
yourlame: limbs z-if that faile » you! muſt fall » if the ſhore 
- breake, the houſe ruines. Obey: God out of love: diſcerne 
his ſovereignty in this charge ; love him and love one ano- 
John, 2. 15. ther.- If thonlove-meteed my ſheepe :{faith:Chriſt to Pete: 
Tf you lovemekeepe my commandes ,>faith heitothemal, 
And, if you love me;love:each other(iaith the ſame voice) 
to couples. Doe notdally with-ſuch edge 'tooles.- Say no 
oh man ! what ſhall Llooſe my hberty, and tieary feds toa 
-woman ? -nor/fhe, fhall I forgoe my will, and tie my ſelfe 
to an husband'?. is notthe world broad and large ?..yes;but 
as full of ſorrow and woe,as its-wideand broad,withoat thi 
preſervative. It is good hard' theame'I grane to handle: 
I will therefore-reachont one or-two motives in particular, 
to cach party : and 'becauſe arguments for time paſt, ut 
[former covenants made , great- affeftions-in the (farft heit 
of youth, like May -beesflie-away, and arc' ſoone forgot: 
I will -mention ſuch , 4s afford themſelves dally. te couples 
in the-courſe of theirlife. To the-man., 1-fay, thy wite is 
bone of thy bone,and fleſh of thyfleſh: She is another ſelfe, 
Avoman made of man; taken out of thee -a-glaſſe te-beholl 
thy ſclfe in : when the Lord brought this ModelLof Aden: 
ſelfe unto him, conſider how naturall , dhow;pretious , how 
welcome ſhe was ? what? is net thy wife as naturallan 
Motives to ovjectro thee ? ; | RN | = 
Lohu bandes””  Secendly , thy wife ,/{o-oft as thou lookeſt upon herisz 
Ive his wife, «deſerving o0bje&of-leve and <ompallion':* the hath done 
*thatifor thylake,which thou wanldlt not havedone far her: 
for fhe-hath not onely cqualled thee in forſaking her father 
- and mother; and family , that ſhe might be 6tit fleſh with 
"thine y but ſhe hath-forgone- her name, and-put all her ſtate 
*a ndlivelyhoodiints thine hand: if thon ſtick toher ,* ſhelb 
-weil; ifthou ferſake her, freh#S/puttherfelfe wut of _ 
wy other 
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other ſuccours.Her ſubſiſting is imperfe in her ſelf,its who- | 


ly ſubſtantive and rea}(under God)in thee? Asthe Lord Teſus 
{peakes of the cie, that all the fight of thebody, is within it, 
iftheriorethat be darke how great is that darknefſe ? So, if 
thon deſert thy poore ſhiftlefſe wife, and leave her mends in 
her own hands,how preat is that deſertion? Thirdly,conſider 
how much labour is put upon a weake veſlell, daily, in dili- 
gence, in ſtirring up the commodities of the houſe, in atten- 
dance upon children and family, and ſuch providence as is 
required of her : Her trouble is great in the peculiar ats of 
marriage, great are her painesin conception,in her bearing, 
in her travaile and bringing forth , in hernurcery ai d oring- 
ing up , till they be out of hand at leaſt : and ſome women 
excced ethers in this kind : for ſome ſhift off this work care- 
leſly , and commit their babes to ſtrangers, as if they were 
too good to nurſe them, when as yet their breaſts are tull, 
and their bodies ſtrong : whereas others put forth them- 
ſelves tothe uttermoſt, and therefore deſerve double affeRi- 
on. Conſider oh man, 1f not the drudgery of thy wite in this 
kind, (if there were not a command and promſe to make it 
{ſweet ) then that finger of God, and providence, diſpoſing 
ſo, that a weake one ſhould doe that with patience and 
cheeretulneſle , ('as a worke of her place ) which all thy 
ſtrength were not able to turne thy hand unto: Love her for 
that impreſſien ofdivine wiſedom, which thou ſeeſt ſtamped 
upon her: what man were able to endure that clamor,annoi- 
ance,and clutter whick ſhe goes through without complaint 
among poore nurſlines, clothing, feeding, dreſling and un- 
drefling, picking and clenfing them; what is it ſave the in- 
ſtint of love which enadleth her hereto ? Who hath taught 
the poere bird , evena ſeehe Wren to make her fo curious a 
neaſt , as exceedes all art of man to cffeR ? Is it not the na- 
turall inftin& which love hath put in her? ſo ought(t thou to 
nouriſh that love in thy wife which puts her forth to all her 
marriage ſervice? If Ged were not in her ſpirit ſhe would 
Caſt it often times, ere ſhe would goethrough ſtitch with 
It, as ſhe doth. Its the beſt requitall which can be given her 


from man, to helpe digeſt ſo many ſowre morliels, fad buſt- 
, 4 nefles 
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neſſes; & all too little. For it maſt bee the Lord who muſt tell 
1 Tim, 2, :5 her;That although ſhe deare her puniſhment in her childbea- 
| ring, yet it ſhalbe ſweetened by mercy , for ſhee ſhalbe ſa- 
ved therby , & obteyne more glory therby , through faith & 
patience,then ſhee who beares not. But above all,the grace 
of God,in ſofraile a creature : the wiſedome of the ſpirit 
ſhining in her wordes, counſells , aXions, ex1mples , ſhould 
bee moſt admirable of all, and the chiefe loadftone to draw 
affeRion frem the husband, as in Davids eſteeme of 461i. 
gail in that kinde,may appeare. 
Motives tothe - The like may be fayde of the man, to draw reſped and 
wifetyl»vo honor fromthe woman, ( if ſhe bee not degenerate ) and to 
him, love ber husband : For why? In him may ſhee beholde yet 
more manife(t {teppes of Gods image then in herſelfe. They 
ſay,there is in ſoine kindes as much of the Creator inthe Ant, 
aSin the Lyon:in the former , excellent skilfulnes , in the 0- 
ther, power and mazclty : So here. In the man ſhines out 
more authority, government, forecaſt, ſoveraignty, then in 
the woman : By the man, as ſhee at firſt received her being; 
ſo, ſtill ſhe enjoyes from him countenance, prote&ion, dire- 
&ion,honor : in a worde ( under God ) light and defence, 
To theſe adde, They entred their league ſolemnly , but on 
ſhall part ſadly ; A time there is to embrace , but there ſha 
bee a time farre from embracing. Impreveit well therefore, 
love,live, and leave. Bitter clſe will the review bee of a life 
paſt, repreſenting the fruits ef a loveleſle marriage , a tedi- 
ous pilgrimage, wheras the memorie of « loving husband or 
wife ſhall allay the bitternes of death te the ſurvivor. And 
indeed if that 1ndegture which couples frit make ſol-mnly 
to God, to keepe this ſacred knot inviolable, anJunſtayncd, 
were well kept : thisdarling would grow up inthe houſe, 
aS that poore mans onely lambe did , wherof Nathas tclls 
a Sam. 12.3. David, which eate with him at the Table , flept with him in 
his boſome,and was to him,as one of his childreg: (fo Bath- 
ſoebaand Vryaare deſcribed)ſo deare I fay,ſhould this pledge 
bee to them both, and through it they each to other;ftrong- 
ly fenced beforchande, againk all occaſions of the contra- 
ric , { for that which preſerves it ſelfe, alway deftroyes the 
| contrary) 
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contrary) - and ſo providing that this twinne may live and 
die with them together. Some dreame that old folkes are 

aft love:and fooliſhly impropraate it to the heate of youth; 
his alas,the anciently married (1f right ) may as ill want it 
as the young ; yea worſt of all when old age hath prooved it 
to be ſounde;then may the marryed ceaſe to love when they 
ceaſe to live. Therfore roll each ſtone to tind this grace: buy 
it whatſoever it coſt, {cll it not , whatſoever you may have 
for it:leſt you bee as ke who ſolde his birthright : which once 
gone coulde be no more recovered, though fought vzith 
never ſo many teares. And truly for the molt part,its noted, 
that when it once gets a fall, it preoves almoſt impeſlible ts 
ſoder it againe; beeing as the native heate and moyſture of 
the body , which once ſpent ( they ſay) is irrecoverable. 
And ſo much of this ſecond jeintduty of the marryed , Con- 
Jugall love. 
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Tredting of the 3.Toint duty of the Mar- 
ryed, viz.Chaſtitie_. 


T7 He third mutuall ſervice of the married followeth to 
be ſpoken ofto wit Chaſtity. A dignitic, helde by a du- Thirde muty- 
tic, beth the vertue of preſerving it , and they who are the *!! duty "_ the 
preſervers of it, are honorable, And, while we are diſcour- Chat , 
fiag about this, we ſeeme to be 1n the center, jn the chiefe 4 
of the honor of marriage. Other kenors are excellent addi- 
tions and ornaments, but this the being of 1t : marriage de- 
lights in being quiet, peaceable,rich,in credit,but,provided 
alway the mayne bee entire,elſec they loſe their value. As it 
is with the rich, their pleaſures, feafts, companies, and li- chaftiy the 
berties pleaſe them will, but how ? ſtill preſuppeſing the m-ya joine 
oote te be ſound , their ſtock and ftate to be unque- 4'ty of the 
ſtionable. Every accidental of marriage is pleaſant, becauſe M'-ricd. 
chaſtity which makes it ſo, is taken for granted. Tt is the 
faireſt floure , the richeſt jewcl in the garland , the GO. 
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of marriage. And well it may be ſoftiled : for as a crowne 
is blaſted, if it have a peere, and a competitor to amate i:,ſo 
js this,if the chaſtity therof ve empaired. The wante of ether 
happinefles may in a ſort, be ſapplyed in this : the wife is 
ſheepiſh,or ſhrewiſh, or the ike; but the comfort is , ſhejs 
cha{t.Wheras if ſhe be unChaſt,there is no comfort in it,that 
ſhe is fayre, rich, perſonable or well bred. The peculiarity of 
Marriage ftandes 11 Chaſtity. I amdefirous that my money, 
my land,my friende bee my peculiar ones, and that no man 
may have a right in the ſave my lelfe;yet rather then I ſhould 
wante them, I had rather have them in a community , then 
want them altogether : But ct aftity is ſuch a peculiar of 
marriage, that I rather chuſe infintely to have no husband, 
no wite at all,then one that is unchaſt. Many endowments 
ſo honor marriage, when they are preſent , as that yet being 
abſen:,they diſanuull her not: they make it a ſad,an uncheer- 
full oac,but undoe it not : chaſtity is ſo reall,, ſo efſentiall an 
attritute,that the abſence thereof,quite deſtroyes the being 
thereof. 

The inſtitution of Chriſt 1s ſufficient to approove this 
duty. They two ſhalbee one f{c{h : not two, not three, not 
joyned to this harlot , that Adulterer. Afalachi tells us , he 
who had ſpirit enough in him to have devized and beſtowed 
farther elbowroome in this kinde, yet foreſaw, that cloſenes 
and entireneſſe of ſpirit, ſuck as the marryed couples ought 
to embrace,cannot ſubſiſt in mulritude:the firſt number,t wo, 
are enough, to grow into one fleſh: and love would vaniſh 
into luſt, baſenes and brutiſh commonnes, if the bridle were 
Jet looſe into manifolde copulation. Sin not therefore (ſaith 
the Prophet)agair it the husband and wife of thy fleſh : nay 
ſin not againfſt him that made them one fleſh, and onely 
them: for that were to taxe his ſpirit and ordinance. And 
wherin do rationall creatures differ from ſenſuall, fave in 
this honorable peculiarnefle, and propriety ? which,not the 
ſcriptures have revealed, but the verie liwe of nature hath 
diftated and engraven inthe minds of the very heathens: 
who have cenſured promiſcuous luſte with as fevere 
lawes,as the word it ſelfe; many of them I ſay, eſpecially in 
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caſe of adultery. As for that looſenes of the firſt times, where 
ja men tooke the liberty , both of many wives, and of thoſe 
frequent divorces, wherby they ſtayncd their bodics with 
unbridled pollutious : although the former were permitted 
in the firſt tymes of the churche , the nuwber wherof was 
ſcant, (being Cooped within the narrow boundes of one fa- 
mily } and the latter winked at by the Lord,and his govern- 
ment , for the unavoydable hardnes and rebellion of that 
Jewiſh nation : yet neither was allowed of , but abhorred, 
& as the tymes grew more enlightned, ſo ſuch commonneſle 
and vagrancy of luſt, grew to be reſtreyned, till it was quite 
out of practice. Hence that of the Apoltle, having diftwaded 
marriage 1n times of danger and perſecution: Nevertheleſſe 
(ſaych he ) to avoyde Forrication , let every man have his 
owne Wife, and womangher husband. And in the rrles given 
toMimſters,the ſame Apoſtle foreſecing whad a ſad prefident 
the common ſorte would ſnatch to themſclves fromthe pra- 
ice of the Miniſter;preciſely chargeth him, that if he mar- 
ry (which he forbiddes not ) yet he ſhould bee the husband tTim.3.2, 
of one wife. Noting doubtlefle,that all Chaſtity is not ſeene 
in abſtinence from ſtrange fleſh : bur in the reltreint of cor- 
ruption from colouring over upcleannes, with a marrying of 
many; Which 1s a double fin, not onely mocke-adultery,but 
2detiling of an ordinance with that pollution which it 
abhorres, andfinne (as it were ) by priviledge. And let 
every man (faith Paw/ ) learnc how to preſerve the veflel of ;,Theſ 4.4. 
kis owne body, in holines and honor: marke how the one 1.Cor.z.16. 
goes with the other ! why doth he preſſe it? becauſe its the 17. 
Temple of the holy Ghoſt ; and he whodciiles the temple of 
God,him will God deftroy. We neede go no further to prove 
this duty of Chalticy,to be che Crowne of mairiagezthen that 
text : (keep your vellcls in hoaor : ) we know a like phraſe 
of the Old Tceltament when a man thall lie which a mayde, D*ut. 21.14. 
ke having humbled her: whats that? Surelye he hath talc her 
honor of chaſtity away :her cred't is gone. And hitly in this 
text, the Apcſtic prooves martiage to be Honorable by the. 
undefilednefic of the bed: vu (1iiti he jhath put honor upon 
it (as carnall a ching as it ſcemes ) powre 1.6t you any Con- 
y tempt 
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tempt upon it by unchaſtenefſe. So Jaceb ſaith in his dying 
words to Rewben, Although thou art my ſtrength and crowng 
by thy firſt borneſhip : yet becauſe thon went up te thy 
Fathers bed, thou art unſtableas water,thy dignity is gone, 
And the childe(we knew)begotten thus,is called a Baſe: A 
marke of diſbonor te Father and it ſelfe . Sa/omor tells ns, 
that ſuch an one gets himſelfe a blurre , which never will 
out. 7ephrha a valiant man, yet a baſtard, wasſcorned, and 
caſt ont from among his brethren, had no childs portion; and 
Sampſon by his wildeluft became of an honorable Indge, a 
foole in 1/rael. 

Chaſtity then (you ſee ) is a generall duty , for all them, 
who ſecke to maintaine their honour unſtained, nothing 
doth cleave fo deeply to marriage as this : I have noted 
before ſome accidentall ſtaines by unequalneſſe , when La» 
dies and their horskeepers, young girles and old men match 
together, when a Prince marries a beggar, abad witha 
good, 2 Chriſtian with an heathenor heret1que , or if marri- 
age proove contentious and unpleaſant , who ſees not a re- 
proach ? But theſcare ſuchſtaines, as may be waſht eutin 
time ; either by repentance, or (ina fort ) by ſecond better 
marriages. Onely the ftaine of unchaſtneſſe, is like an iren- 
mole, which nething can fetch oat; its like the leprofie 
which fretted into the walls; no ſcraping the ftones could 
clenſe it, but it muſt be demoliſhed : Death may end the 
parties, but not the memory of the ſhame. : Davids repen- 
tance tooke away the guilt,but not the reproach,that abides 
to this day. So then, as I have began with the duty of love, 
( which mult be the firſt,and inward cement of couples (for 
whats chriftall worth if it be broken? )I ſay,as loves is the in- 
ward band of preſerving , becauſe the outward ation fol- 
loweth the affeFion : fo now, I preceed with chaſtity, 
which 1s the maine Charter of love, and the patent thereof, 
evidencing that the heart loves entirely, becauſe the bodies 
are kept pure from pollution. I deny not , but there are 
thouſands of none ef the moſt loving ones, uor religious 
ones , Who yet loath adultery and filthineſſe ir. this kind : 
but yet there are many allo, not the work for repute, wholc 
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marriages are ſpotted with this ſtaine : and all to ſhew, 
that where the roote wants, ten te one, if the branches doc 
net wither. The reftraint of providence 1s ſuch by a com- 
mon light, that many are kept perforce from this diſhonour. 
And yet this proves not, but that the inclinations and temp- 
tations of others are ſuch, that they lic open to this ſnare, 
asmuchas toany. We muſt not negle@ the urging of the 
duty,becauſe ſome are innocent: for ſomeare ſe in fame who 
are not in deed, and ſome indeed, who are not in {pirit, and 
ſome in ſpirit and yet no thanke to them: let the point faſten 
as it may : and fynd out the guilty: (the guiltlefle are out of 
the compaſſe of it.) Burt the age 5s generally debauched,and 
. iniquity carryecs all as a flood before it; Although the ſecond 
part of this Treatiſe , treating of the denunciation againſt 
this fin , may perhaps more tully diſcover this difcaſe with 
the cure of it : yet here (by ſo tit eccalion ) I hall prefle 
the jointneſſe and honer of the duty,by a few reaſons,cxkor- 
tation,and matives. 

Touching Reaſons: this may be ene, Chaſtity is the maine Reaſon 
ſupport of unjon, as the contrary is the chictedifſolver of it. (44, ve 
No other fault ( if once the marriage be lawtnlly conſum- ny... lupport 
mated ) doth jnterre iuſt ſeparation ( by authority ef the of union, 
word ) ſave this of uncieannefle. Therfere ncedes mat 
that which mainteins union beethe greateſt pillar and prop 
of marriage. Preſtitutien of the body, profanes the honor 
of it and caſts it into the myre 2 and therfore the Cardinal 
vertue that muſt beare it up, muſt be this Chaſtity.If ſo, then 
ought it by joint conſent to be maynteyned by both parties. 

Secondly it muſt be jeintly done,becaufe, although, the Reaſon 
honer ef pure marriage requires beth to contpire in mutuall i 
chaſtity , yet the dehlement of eyther party 1s ſuiticient to +4. cc. 
overthrowe the hoaor of it. As we ſay of a vertuous ation, ,,.n: of each 
all points muſt concurre ts make it good, but any one defe panty,isenough 
in thoſe will ſerve to make it vitious, ſo here. Marriage diſho- *© «file the 
nor doth not need the conſent of both the parties diſho- Þv'< ſive of 
nelty:if one be diſloiall,its as good as both. Not before God "5 
10 point of guilt:but men in point of honor: for te manward, 
guilt aud reproach, ; ( in a fort , eſpecially here ) loſetheir 
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difference : the innocent party, being pittied with as much 
diſhonour, as the guilty is reproached. Therefore this joint 
duty of chaſtity muſt be ſupported moſt carefully, by the 
Joint care and pureneſle of both parties. Adde hereto, that 
defedt of this joint cloſenefſe may bring a ſhame upon mar- 
riage, ( though perhaps not ſo great yet as true ) as well as 
a greater Crime committed. As the Philoſopher ſaith, glory 
is not in the glorified , he is but the odjet; the agent is the 
glorifier. Therefore fame and report is well called by ſome, 
che married ones Saint. Por by fame they either Rand or 
finke. Now, how eaſily may fame ſnatch the leaſt negle& 
of the married in this kind, to raiſe ſuſpicions ? How clole- 
ly curious had they need be of their courſe , and pureneſſe, 
who cannot keepe their owne henour intheir owne power 
ſometime, doe what they can? Is it not the miſery of manie 
to be defamed without cauſe ? Neither ſmoke nor fire a 
pearing, but perhaps ſome miſtake, error, or advantage oh 
foule mouth being the ſparke that kindleth the fire : And 
yet it ſometimes little availes ( for the point it ſclfe of ho- 
nour ) whether a man be guilty, or be taken ſo. How great 
had tizat caution need to be, that ſhould preſerve the honour 
of chaſtity ? 

Thethird may be this, ( asI noted before ) Gods ſetting 
his print and marke ef honour upon marriage, in appointiug 
one to one. How ſcrious and folemne ought the meditation 
of this charge be, being not humane, but divine ? And, (to 
repeate nothing ) If the violation of this ſacred band , had 
ſuch a blemiſh catt upon it by the Lord , when yet it was 
covered over with a mantle ef connivence,and the practice 
of ſo many holy Patriarkes and Saints whe were guilty of it: 
what ſhallbee ſaid now of that uncleannefle , which pro- 
claimes it ſelfe like Sodom ? It Poligamy were a tate of 
uncleannefle jn Gods eſteeme, and ſeldome went without a 
{care from Gods ſtroak (as in facob and Davidand Flband's 
caſes appeares, eſpecially in that exorbitancy of Salomon ) 
what ſhall be ſaid of that which carries the baſtard at the 
back, and wants the leaſt rag of any veile to colour or ex- 
cuſe it ? Attend this reaſon, and ſhunne chis fin. 
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Fourthly, that muſt needs be looked unto jointly by both Reaſ.4. 
the couples , which kath ſuch a covering faculty in it, and | cov: s3ll os 
ſets the varniſh and luſtre, upon each other endowment ther defe8s. 
of it. My wife hath defeats, but ſhe is loyall : by unavoidae Ba it ſelfe 
ble errors ſhe may oftend , but by voluntary ſhe will not. can be covered 
From her the honeur of my marriage comms even when both *y "0 cncow- 
of us are dead and gone, in our lawtull poſterity , the T5: 
Crowne of parents. She is beautifull, ( faith one ) per- 
ſonable , well deſcended , rich faith another ; yea but ſhe is 
chaſt, ſaitha third , this crownes all. What clſe were her 
beauty, but her banc? her devotion but profanenefle ? She 
that thought no crumbe clave to her lips, becauſe ſhe had 
paid her vewes, yet eſcapes not her eternall reproach , be- 
cauſe ſhe was a diſloyall harlot. Tell me, wert thou mar- 
ried to a Chaſt wife, blind of an ete, lame of an hand, a 
legge, whether wouldeit thou change her for one ſound 
inall, being unchaſt? I trew not. That which then co- 
vers all wants, is worth the due improoving and carefull 
attendance. 

Fiftly, this chaſtity is the corner ſtone , that holdes in all Rez/. 5, 
the parts of the building. A chaſt wife hath her eies open, 1's the cornex 
eats watching , hcait attending upon the welfare of the {tone, which 
family, husband, children and ſervants : ſhe thinks that all arms ay _n 
concerne her ; eſtate, content, poſterity : this rivets her in- building, 
to the houſe : makes her husband truſt to her , commit all to 
her , heart and all. But the unchalt, having loſt his or her 
heart, is looſened from the whole body, thinks nothing per- 
teining to her : 1s ready to part the children, leaving the 
lawfully, and chuſing the misbegotten for her portion, that 
lo the may goe to her Paramour. That which $ax/ (through 

miltake) thought Aficha! would proveto David,that dothan 
unchaſt one ( without doubt ) prove to her husband, a very 
ſnare. That which I ſaid before of love, may be faid of her 
filter chaſtity,ſbe is painfull , cloſe,doth all things, hopeth, 
believeth,endurcth all things without grudging. The folk iS 
nothing by night, the heate by day,toile in both, becauſe he 
loveth her, ſhe him, each are faithtull,loiall to other. Wao 
{hould not nouriſh that tree, which hath ſuch branches ? 

| Z Whereupon 


r Sam, 18.28, 


170 


mand 


Matirimoniall Hononr : or, 


— _——— — OC —_— W— ——__— 


Reaſ.6. 


Te. uſe in 


ſamereſpe ts 1t 


face of a ſtatus or faire picture razed,or the headrent off: {5 
is'the moſt beautifull, rich, honorable perſon, if Chaſtity be 
gone. Its(as that father ſpeaks) The Ornament of the No- 
ble, the exaltation of the low, the Beauty of the AbjeRt, the 
ſolaceof the ſorrowfull, the encreaſe of beauty, the glory of 
religion, the friend of the Creator, 

Laſtly, Chaſtity preſerves marriage in honor, and ought to 
be jointly againe preferved , becaule it preſerves that joint 


makes marri- bleſſing of God, which makes it honorable: and that,in ſun- 
#g:Honorabic. dry reſpes.1.0f the fruitfulneſſe ofrhe wombe. Many thinke 


128,Pſal.z. 


I, 


Fruitfulnefle 


Cf wombe. 


Numb.5.21. 


0 bje(t. 


Anſ(w, 


Jſai.s6 4, 


a fruitfull poſterity rather a croſſe, then a bleſſing : - but the 
godly are of his mynd, who ſayde, ſhe ſhalbe as the fruitful 
vine , by the {ide of thine houſe, and thy children, as olyve 
plants round about thy table : The adulterer and adulterefle, 
are Curſed with barren womdbes , truitlefſe bodies. There 
is not now ſuch a curſed water to try the uncleane , by rot- 
ting the wombe ,and bowells of the harlot; nor ts become 
a water of bleſſing to the chaſt. But in ſtead thereof, there is 
a curſe of God, upon the one, and a blefling upon the other. 
Even'the adulterine mixtures of Beaſts ( as the Mule com- 
ming from the Afle and the Mare ) have a brande of barren- 
nefle,nature ſtopping all infiniteneſſe and confuſion,as moit 

contrary to her {clfe ; how much more the bodies of adul- 

terous husbandes and wives? and wheras it 1s objected, 
ſome harlots are f:uitfull, an4 ſome chaſt wyvesare barren; 
the anſwere is, ſtill the curſe holdes upon the baftard fruite 
of the one, and the blefling upon the ſoule of the other. 

As the Prophet:encourages thoſe holy Eunuches , that kept 
God Sabbaths , that it ſhould go better withthem, thenit 

they had ſons and daughters ; even a place ſhould be given 

them in the houſe of God, and an everlaſting name,that ne- 

ver ſhould be cut off: So doth he hereto all chaſt ones; when 

he cuts off the curſed race of the uncleane,then he continues 

tothe godly (though barren) a better name then gs: 

Coun 
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could atteyne unto. Secondly,to the chaſt belongs the bleſ(- 
fing of legitimation;tut to the uncleanethe curſe of illegitis 
wate enes;to bring Baſtards into the family as lawful heyres, 
how execrable, and how unnaturall is it? The childcen 
of Gilead caft ont Jephrah, becauſe he was the ſtrangers iflue; 
Sara (ayd well of //>mae/, The fon of this {tranger (though 
ef ker owne gift)ſhal not inherit with my ſon //aac. But the 
curſe of Adultrous is, to leave their wealth to battards. As the 
Lord curſed the garment made of mixt linſeyand wolſey:the 
field ſowne with ſundry kinds of graine together : fo'much 
more,the illegitimate poſterity otdefiled pertons. As Eagles 
fethers conſume the fethers of other foules; to, the unlaw tull 
brood of the uncleane devoures he lawful), till at laſt that fire 
conſume them and all, which is threatned the children of the 
whore&theAdulterer,for it was unlawful hre that begat the, 
& the ſame ſhall kindle and burne,till it have deſtroied them. 


And thirdly,to the Chaſte,eve a curſe1s tnrned toa bleſſing: , 14... - + 
The ſorrowes of conception and birth,turne to the ſalvation (imwried 


of thepure and Chaſt ( beeing faythfull ) wheras the ble(- 
fing of marriage turneth to a curſe to the other, As all 
things are impure to the impure, as the ceremony alſo made 


2 Reſpett. 
Dj; {11 g of 
lc grumation, 


(3:11.21,19, 


ble fling by 
Chattny, 


lz.Lcyic,49, 


the things and veſlel to be defiled , whether wood or ſtone, . 


which the leper touched : But eſpecially to the impure in 
bodies, yea , their very conſciences are as impure as their 
fleſh, and therby, whatſocver thy doe touch,ule, partake, or 
poſſeſle , is made filthy , becauſe their naſty conſciences tell 
themſo. Even ſo, Te the pure, all things become pure; 
As our Saviour faith of almes, Give almes tothe poore 
of that you have , and all the whole lumpe of your eſtate, 
ſhalbe cleane vnto you: So here, If couples keep themſelves 
Io body and ſpirit,pure are their prayers, readings,con- 
erence,Sabbaths, Sacraments, fer vice of Go 1: yea in Chriſt, 
all things are pure unto them,their health, eltate,cating and 
drinking,duties,fcllowfhip and benevolence,bed and board, 
and all they take in hand. Now (to fmifh the reaſon) if it 
be under ſuch a threefold bleſling,then ought ſo happic a 
vertue as Chaſtity, to be jointly preſerved by both the mar- 
ried perſons. 


Y 
Co 


Z But 
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But heer it wilbe demanded, how ſho1ld Chaſtity in 

Oueſt. Marriage be preſerved?and in hew many things ſtandes it ?1 

How Chaſtiry anſw.In theſe foure. Firſt in the Chaſtity of the fpirit. Se. 

may be preſer- 6ndly, of prevention. Thirdly ofthe Bed. Laſtly of the 

ved. Body. For the firſt , the center of Chaſtity is the minde and 

Anſw. ſpirit. If that bee pure, there neede bee no keepers ( as he 

4-9. oncefſaide of thoſe Romanes , the richer ſort of whom keyt 
x. The ſpirit, : of 

2. Prevention. their wyVcs Chaſtity, by Exnuches )if that bee uncleane , no 

3.Bedd. keepers will ſerve the turne, undbrideled lute (like the wilde 

4. Rody, o ) will ſootie mount over the wall. The firft care then muſt 

Mah.13-24. 1ce,to keepe that cleane from whence(as our Saviour ſaith) 

all filth proceedes, I meane the heart. Get the Lord Ieſus 

to come in with his ſpirit,to clenſe thine husband, thy wife, 

to waſh them, and make them undefiled to himlelfe, as his 

own ſpouſe, without ſpot,or wrinkle of wilfull baſenes; Get 

him to clenſe that Augean ſtable, that throughfayre of baſe 

thoughts, (the maſter wheele of your ſoule, the will and af- 

feftions ) the theefe that betrayes all : and then, the roote 

being pure,ſo ſhall the branches bee. Salomon aymes at this; 

my ſon give mee thy heart, andlet thine eyes delight in my 

Pro 12 26. wates. And why? he addes,foran whore is a deepe ditch, 

The.1. anda ſtrange woman is a narrow pit : q. d. if thine heart be 

Chaſtuy of pure thine eyes and fenfes, thy body and members ſhall fol- 

_ _ ba © Jow,and notdelight in the falfe hiew of an harlot.Who is ke 

as. rr whomGod loves? furelye him who is upright in ſpirit, ſuch an 

re uncleanne?, one,8& onely ſuch ſhalbe kept from her,but the {inner ſhalbe 

caught in her ſnares. If the thoughts bee impure,they will 

betray the body to the eyes, eares, and companie of the un- 

cleane, and Satan will play the Proftor, ſoone bringing one 

uncleane perſon to another. There is a contemplative fil- 

thines of the fancy and ſenſes, (which the Loxd compts the 

Adultery ofthe ſpirit ) by baſenes of ſpirit within , nouri- 

ſhing unloyall concerts , inwarde dallyances , capering 

thoughts and fancies of uncleannes , both fleeping and wa- 

king:and fo ſet the deore ope to outward atualldefilement, 

(which although providence reſtreyne ) yet are odious to 

CGod,and will break out in time. Yet 1 would here ſpeake 

With caution. I know 1a the beſt, {unmarricd or married) 

| | there 
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there bee naturally planted theſe imaginary and Ideall un- 
cleanneſſes,ſteaming up fromthe fornace of concupiſcence,a 
naturall principle, not alway ſubje&t to the law of grace: 
it is a law of the members,in a double ſenſe,a dye in graine; 
but yet,{o long as it 18 abhorred, oppoſed , and quenched by 
all poſlible diligence,it ſhall not be imputed: (provided that 
the meanes to ſubdue it,bee not lighted.) But 1 ſpeake of an 
heart permitted to it ſelfe, without contcoll, and bridle. For 
when the doore ſtandes looſe upon the latch, how ſoone may 
it be opened? Crackte glaſſes, we know, laſte not long:they 
wayte but for the next knocke and then aregone. Alas! 
what thanke 1s it for a man not to bee uncleane, for lacke of 
opportunity ! or becauſe he was overruled for a time ? The 
rcligion of theſe tymes , is come to this. Suſpe&t by men 
what you will,ſo you can proove nothing, what care they for 
giving occaſions of never ſo much ſuſpicion. Is this thy ho- 
neſty, that becauſe thou canſt weary them jn the court, who 
accuſe thee,therfore thou art chaſt? Nay,becauſe thou darelt 
purge thy ſelfe by oath, (like a forſworne wretch) therefor: 
thou haſt wyped every crumme of thy lips ? Is not thy con- 
ſcience as a thouſand witneſſes nevertheles? I tell thee,thou 
haſt thy brand in heaven already and perhappes upon earth 
to0,0r elſe art next dooreto it. And what eddes is there be- 
tweene theſe two , not to be approoved for chaſt , or to be 
thought nncleane? Its harde to ſay,whether many men and 
women have loſt their credit er their chaſtity ſeoner. Luſte 
if once it kindle , (as the ſparkle will kindle toa great fire) 
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Why (o needy 


full. 


will foone ſnare us, and bring foorth fruite unto death. Burt, * 


if there be pureneſle in the bent of the ſpirit,and the ſway of 
the ſoule tendes to Chaſtity, the ſtreames will caſily become 
pure. So much for the firſt. 

Seceudly,there muſt be chaſtity of Prevention alſo. That 


The.2. 


is a narrow ſurvey of the Cinque-ports of the ſoule, by Chaſtiy of 
Which traytors to Chaſtity arrive at the ſhore. © Preſerve the prevention 
in»lets of your Soxle,I meanec the out warde ſenſes,cares,cyes, n<c<lary. 


inward fancy, and Idea's of cvill, cloſely and firmely , and 
then the body will follow.Still we muſt procecd by degrees. 
The ſpirit Jets znfun to the body , by theſe conduits and 
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2 Sam.11.2, 
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. Channels. David ſweetly prayeth,ſet a doore before my lips 


Q Lordifo,ſet a watch before my ſenſes , that there come in 
no vanity! Lord not only leade mee not thy ſelfe into tenta- 
tion, but foreſtall all other tempters, thatI bee not led : for 
thou prelervelt the ſoules of thy Saints, and he whom thou 
loveſt, ſcapes them all, which another at one time or other, 
ſhall afſuredly fall into.It was Dawias miſery to calt his eye 
from the roofe of his honſe, in an nnwatchtull manner, and 
there wanted not one to further the occaſion. So Sampſon. 


Thoſe who loath the at, will alſo abhorre the fomenters 


therof,all extravagances of ſenſes,and ſenſuality : all ſetting 
themſelves to ſale, hauntingof markets,fayres,mzght-metings, 
wakes,Jancings,and common feſtivals, which with all the 
like occafions, Alehouſe hauntings,or frequenting of for- 
bidden and noted houſes, as give ayme to the fleſhe,to play 
her part : All needlefle travailes and jorneyes, without 
warrant,among multitudsof all forts all Din«-like rovings,& 
gaddings about, without due cauſe:alllooſe carrying about 
theeyes through the aire of the world ; All geftures, beckes, 
aymes, of an unchaſt heart, ſoone appeare to ſuch as are of 
like temper:birds of a fether will flocke together. Intempe- 
rate diet,excefle of gamings , delights, pampering the fleſh; 
amorovs books,ſonnets, ſtage-playeseffeminate diſguiz ings 
& arayings of one ſexe in the othersattire,(a thing cenſured 
by all writers) both morrall aud divine ; leftings,1nd unſa- 
voury rotten communications , alluſions , ſimilitudes and 
diſcourſes : whatare they, but as bawdes and Pandars 
to uncleannes ? Drinking of hot inflaming wines or 
waters in an uſuall diftempercd cultome, ( no infirmity of 
nature requiring) what are they (in bodies hot and luſtfull of 
themſclves) fave inflamings of luſt,and ſpurring of a running 
horſe? I ſay eipecially in ſuch perſons,as neither make uſe of 
the ordinance,nor yet abſtaine from excefle of provocation? 
Mult not ( of neceſlity ) ſuch finfull plethory,have alike vent? 
And where there is no Chaſtity of prevention, making men 
abitinent from promiſcuous occaſions,1s it like there will be 
-haſtity of bodie, like occaſion being offered of the ene as 
the other 2 No doubtles , a body defarous to be Chatte , will 
alſo 
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alſo be very cautelous of meate, drinke, faſhions, ſoftnes, 
delicacy and pleaſures, which will be as oile to the flame; 
and he who is not chalt in the ſuburbes, 1s not to be truſted in 
the city : Dives in all his riot and Iluxuriouſncfle, mult ſcape 


hard, if he were not incontinent. 


This argument (I know ) is common : Ineed not inſiſt ; Why bis is 


fave onely for the cuſtome of thele dates, which will needes 


ſeparate meanes from endes, and bee ſeene going onward 
to the Den, and not ſeene to come back, and yet maintaine 
it, that they kept ont ! This 1s to divide the things, which 
God hath not ſeparated : I give to all who would ſhunne 


this plague, the counſell belonging to it, ſoone, farre,ſlowly: 
Get from ſuch occaſions, as ſoone : goe from them as farre; 


and returne to them as ſlowly as poſlible thou canſt. If 


thine ee, thy right hand, or foote cauſe thee to oftend,pluck 
them ont, and cut them off, (not as Origes did carnally ) and 
caſt them from thee ; but make thy (elf a ſpirituall Eunuch 
for the Kingdome of God, and for chaſtity, u' all contrary 
meanes, of holding under thy fleſh, and boxing it till it be 
black and blue (to uſe Pax/s word ) if thou wilt preſerve 
thy veflell in honour : yea, Count all coo little, If this coun- 
{ell be meet for the married themielves who are underthe 
remedy , what hall be ſaid to the unmarried ? Surely I fay, 
touch not pitchleſt thou be defiled. Make covenants with 
your eieS with /ob; remember our Saviours diviuity, beyond 
the Phariſces : forefeele all your ſteps and paſlages; put 
your knife te your throates, if ye be given to your appetite, 
and venture not upon forbidden dainties, to try if they will 
ſurfet you. But, if after all meanes, both of prevention, and 
preſervation of body and ſpirit fromthis tainte, yet+you 
feele your natures to recolle, and concupiſcence to want 
eares, then heare that voice behind you , ſaying, marry 


2 Cor. 1:2. 
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[ob. 31.1, 


and burne not. But yet , take this counſell with you , {till * Cr 9. 7- 


Carry this rule of prevention with you into that eſtate, 
teſt you marry and burne too, and ſo the diſeaſe will, if 
-_ be worſe for the remedy, yet may prove never the better 
or 1t. 

The third is , the chaſtity of the bed. The Apoſtle tells 
us 
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chaſtity ot che 


bed. 
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us here , the bed is undefiled. Surely ( as hee told his chil. 
dren, at his death, they ſhould find their Kingdomeyſo I may 
lay of this) It is asits uſed, and kept, For its the great 
wiſdomeof Ged,which hath ſo concealed our infirmity,and 
covered it with honour, that the bed ſhould be honourable. 
But it imports us ſo to keepe it then : and that, againſt a 
double infirmity. The one of ſnaring , the other of defiling 
us. By ſnaring , I meane, defrauding each other , by any 
meanes, under any colors : as when by diſcord, and diffe- 
rence of mindes, the body is diſabled : when the one party, 
denies due benevolence to the other; by pretended ex- 
cuſes , to fatisfie a baſe heart : when religion and conſci- 
ence, or infirmity are falſely alledged to croflc the ordi- 
nance; In this caſe let the Apoſtle overrule : Let the husband 
and wife,yield caCh to other,&c.refuſe not the lawful and fo- 
ber uſe of the remedy,(except when both fn private conſent 
in ſome extraordinary duty,for ſome little ſeaſon before )ſome 
adde the preparation of the Sabbath, rather I ſuppoſe from a 
pious heart , then the warrant of the word, although I 
wholly yeeld to the equity of that abſtinence, ſo there be no 
ſnare of-a rule : for hee that generally followes this light 
mult not be ſnared by any rule ( except he have vowed it 
voluntarily , and then it bindes in another kinde. ) But , I 
leave the deciſion of that, to the wiſdome of ſuch as can 
diſcerne between expediency and inexpediencie, leſt Satan 
prevent us : for we know his devices how he ſcekes to ſnare 
them that are weake , againſt their intentions, and under 
cclour of a better pureneflce, hee {eekes to breed a wearineſſe 
and di{deine of the ardinance. He 1s an uncleane ſpirit, and 
cannot brooke that which holinefle hath invented, to pre» 
vent fin. Let ſuch as are privy to this rebellion, humble them- 
ſelves and repent, remembring that marriage takes off the 
propriety which cach had before in himſclfe, and gives a- 
way the power of the body of each to other without con- 
tradition. And, there 1s more in this, then moſt will take 
notice of. And ſome openly protefſe that they abhor this 


judgement, being yet cxpreſlely grounded upon theletter 
of SCripture. 
The 
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"The ſecond extreme ison the left hand, when: men abuſe The ſeconds. 


marriage to 8 defiling of themfelves, and under pretence of 
generalllawfulnefle, runne into exceffe. This isas edious 
28the former. Its not the wiſdome ofa Chriſtian , to chuſe 
the uttertnoſt brinke ofthe riverto walke upon, becauſe it 
threatens ſlipping in : nor of his liberty, becauſe its allowed. 
Our greateft offences are commonly avout thinges lawfull , 
when as we dare not attempt the unlawfull : whereas re- 
ligion is mach more tried in the uſe of liberties allowed us. 
And itsftrange under what ſorry and thin covers , the con- 
ſcience of one will ſhroud it felfe when as once it hath caſt 
off the love of cloſenefle : halfe a loafe is better to a Liber- 
tiae, then no bread. Whereas a found ſpirit ſhould thinke 
thus, In chis God tries me, what mettall I am made of, whe- 
ther to betender of a command , when I have the bridle laid 
upon my owne neck, or to runne away with my uttermoſk 
hberty , when I have ſome granted to me. Doubtlefſe hee 
who will take all that he can, inliberties, ſhewes he is but 
kept in by violence, in commands, and but for ſhame,would 
defire Gods cordes were more (lacke, and ſuted to his luſtes. 
I ſpeak,becauſe it might m—_ be believed whar baſenes, 
immoderateneſſe, and licentiouſnefle growes in many even 
by the occaſion of the former point , of benevolence. They 
will tretch it beyond the boundes of modeſty , and bring 
themſelves 1nto ich a bad cuſtome, that a Beare rebd of her 
whelpes may. bee met with and ſtopped, as eaſily as they 
croſle d of their laſcivious and luxurious appetite. Seme bru- 
tilbly imagining , that the very law of God forbidding car- ; , 
nall knowledge ( during the tearme forbidden ) ,was but a 
ceremony , not grounded upon the -perpetuall naturall ab- 
furdity of the ation : wherein they bewray themſelves by 
their {winiſh appetites, to have drowned the true diftamen 
of nature in themſelves, which moſt heathens themſelves 
acknowledged. 25 

Others are wholly ignorant of all pureneſle and chaſtity, 
in the demeanure of 'theinſclves each to other : for though 
I/ahac and Rebecca ſported themſelves. yet doubtlcfſe in no 
baſe or uncomely manner. very Philoſ@phers and PoFEricians 
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in their lawes made for the good of Commonwealthes , 
led by no Scripture or religion, yet for the preſervation of 
health, vigor and ſtrength of body, for the ſhunning of 
diſeaſes occaſioned by this , as well as uncleane mixtures, 
have ſet dawne their judgements touching the modeſty and 
mediocrity of marriage converſe, forbidding frequencie 
and licentious uſe of it; I had rather expreſle my ſelfe ſo, 
under their perſon , then in mine owne words , knowing 
to what language he expoſeth himſclfe of {corners and pro- 
fane people, who doth but glance this way. I ſay not as 
they ſay ( Platoand others ) once weekly,or thrice monethe 
ly might bee a modell of convenience in this kinde, for 
the greater part of number of mens bodies : becauſe I know, 
there can bee no ſet rule for all perſons , ſeaſons of marri- 
age, and varieties of bodies, becauſe variety of ſubjects, 
cauſeth variety of rule. But this I attirme , that if heathens 
could rove at {uch a marke, in the dimnefle of their light, 
and all for the reſtraint of excefſe : I ſhould thinke it ratker 
meet that Chriſtians , eſpecially in yeares, ( who by their 
place ſhould teach the younger te be ſober ) thould rather 
aime at being under the line, then above it. But as it is not 
youth (where there js a Chaſt ſpirit)that can provoke to ex- 
ceſſe in this kind : ſoneither is it age (in any profeſſien) if it 
be once tainted with defilednefle, which will perſwade men 
to moderateneſſe: but as bruite beafts,their will is their law, 
and even in thoſe things they know, yetthey corrupt them- 
{elvesto the griefe and {ad woe of their companions , who 
know not haw toredrefle it. Loth I am to ſpeake that in this 
argument, with many ſentences, yea in two wordes, if one 
might ſerve ; and heartily with , which yet never will bee 
ovteined, that (atleaſt ) the religious might be lawes to 
ti.2mſelves in ſuch kinds. But the experience of the contrary 
may plead ſome pardon for that little I have ſaid. Some 
mult ſpeake , and where more aptly , then ina treatiſe for 
the nonce. 

+ But how ſhall we know when this due meaſure is ebſcr- 


know the M0- yer?Surely then when ſnaring concupiſcence is prevented, 
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walke with God, and to diſcharge duties of calling, without 
diſtration or annoyance. And ſodoing,much fredome may 
be enjoyed(both the former extremities being avoyded) and 
Gods wrath prevented: which I cannot ſay,whether ir moxe 
hangs over the heads of ſuperſtitious Papiſts, for vowing a 
forced chaſtity, contrary to the expreſle rule of the ward,or 
upon married perſons,for abuſes in eyther of the two kindes. p,,,;q, r 
1 . ; optth forced 
Concerning the former, we know bothinto what od1ous chaltiy, 
enormity of iuſte the Lord hath ſuffred themto be plunged, 
both uvnaturall, and unlawfull; making them the execration 
of the world,for their luft. Touching the latter,I leave it to 
the experience of the wiſe to conſider; Both what vexation , , .. 
the negle@ of this ordinance hath cauſcd to many, who un- _ allcSed 
der pretexts of their owne , have refuſed the mutuall due to tom the he. 
each other ;who afterwards, ſecing what wefull ſnares they nch: ofthe 
have — themſelves into, as ſecking the Company of Bed compared. 
harlots and adulterers,have bin deeply terrifyed, wiſhing too 
late, with ſorrow , that they had denyed themſelves and ſub- 
jc&ed them to the ordinance. And fo for the other extre- 
mity, when duc regard of Chaſtity hath bin negleRed, what 
weaknes, diſeaſcs, inability of body and minde to callin 
and duty hath enſued! Yea turther , when preſumptuous luft Inconretence 
hath broken. boundes, of woinanly modeſty , compting all of both un- 
ſeaſons alike, what markes hath God ſet upon their owne j*!t — 
bodies for their incontinency , & ſo upon the bodies of their OR = 
Children,yea and upon their mindes,and whole conſtitution, <q, PIE 
the one by diſgiizement of countenance, the other by defi- | 
lednefle with the like fin, (for what was bredin bone, 
will not cazily out in fleſh:) when as I ſay , men have” met 
with theſe penalties, then they have juſtly confeſſed wrath 
to ceaze upon them. And indecd, although there were no 
religion,yet if men were but Philoſophers, to underſtand the 
naturall miſchief and poiſen of ſich wayes, they coulde 
net but loath them. Therfore, let a wiſe mediocrity be ob- 
ſerved : ſanifying our fellowſhip and fruie of bodies by 
earneſt Ra: 97, may be cleane to us ; Make not that 
heJpc, which Cod hath given as water to quench, as oile to 
caflamic; There is a white Devill aſwellts corrupt,as a black 
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coubborre; the remedie. But fuck debauched filrhines thi 
loofenes of our age. is come-to , in all kind'of luſt, that 1 vez © 
rilythinke if choſe chaft P/aror and Lawgivers of old time; _ 
were now living, although Heathens,yet would be ſcorne 
by manyEpicuresand Libertines in the Charch: who thinke 
it a curbe-to their-will,, not to live as they liſt , worſethen 
beaſts,and MO we therfore, who ſtand toGods barre, 
a rule to our {ſelves , _—_ theſteps and praice of 
ſuch,-as in our owne degree, and ranke'go for the moſt mot 
derate-in'eyther ſexe. Agee faide of the endles queſtions 
ariſing abeut morrall a&ions,let it bee, as a wiſe man would 
judge ,/ fo-Ifay ofthis: fer queſtions of this natnre ate fs | 
tmpoſlible tobe decyded-punually, as other the like are of 
faſhions,and liberties of our common life,that except they be 
put to' a-comprimize, there wildee no ende made. So much 
for this third: - | TL NY 
« Thefourth and laft Chaſtity ts that of the body. This1 
make-one duty by it ſelfe. For although its true ,that if the * 
three former were kept,this would follow alone ; yet Tay, * 
when all is done;the body js not tobe truſted too farre:This 
fin'ef uncleanneſſeis a.running (orcin our fleſh, hardly cured, 
Even many {- otherwiſe good) perſons;theugh kept froin | 
the a& , yet by:all theirſtrife have ſcarle felt'themſelves free, 
through «a bodily propenſenefle to this evill. :And Satan is 
ready-to:do inthis,ſo1n other fins,even by how much the fin 
K/loathed; by ſo much the more te exaſperate this lin:not td 
fpeake of thefalls of thoſe worthies in Scripture. . So that; 
except thereibee a ſpeciall-arming our ſelves, againſt Snares 
objected and hyd1n our waies\( which are innumerable in 
the lives of ſuchmen, as have to meddle. inthe affayres of 


this life)and-that, with reſolution,bork before, tid upanthe 


occaſion;to preſerve-onriclves: all our former conſe taking 
to fhunne temprations by our ſenſes and thelike, will do us 
noplealure ,- when they are brought homeby the Devill to 
onrdoore, and layde in oor lap , preſented ina Lordly diſh, 
with fecrecie,cafe ind fayre-Colors. Meecrefiddennefle of 
xfﬀfront ( marke'whatT'fay )-whennothing ele could doit, 
hath prevented #vinc, that x hath made them#U} their life, 
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flaves and axiferable. Take heed, bring not undeane bodies 
to the; marryed eſtate and bed : left being ed. this dog 
be notealily rated from the carrion. There muſt aſwellbeea - | 
6delity of bady asfpirit,an holy ſtrength<o/ ward off blowes, 4 
to cut off deadly temprations by the middle, by our well & | 
ordred members;a3 not to call thera in , by well ayved ſenſes | 
and carriage»  Chaſt Jo/eph was not only rclolved not to pro- 
voke himielye to fin;but when he ws faddainly-furprized by Gen. 39 8. 
the offer of arrhariot unſought for , he abhorred the object, 
as if hebad beene warned beforehand. - Its one thing tor a 
man to have grace,anotker thing to/haveſuch a-preſence of 
it, that when our baſc hearts are in a readines'to embrace, 
eſent grace is nearer the doore tothruſt it away , & abhor 
it There /is more danger in:#preparedſnare, made ready 
to our hande,, then in the ſpeculation or. foreſight of thar, 
which may-poſlibly befall us.'So much for this fourth:which 
I call Chattity:ofthe!body, in aſpeciallſenle, to note, even 
. how'the whole man ought te-be aswellftrengthned againſt 
the ſuddenneſſe. of a temptation , as beforehand kept from 
themeancs leading therto. And perhaps there are ſome forts 
ptmen ; whole ſad experience will conſtrue my meaning 
herein, batter then others can. . | 
. I new conclude the whole Chap. with uſe of exhortation txhortation 
and with ſome ſhore direion toſet it home. ' Firſt I {ay, to the duty of , 
let alþwho deſire to preſerve the honor of their marriage, Chaſtity. 
looke:totheip Chaſtity. 'Drinke of the waters of thine owne 
well; bur., letthe Cifterne'bee thine owne ; Seeke notto 
ſtrangers; give not thy ſtrength to the harlot, and-thy yeeres Pro. 5.15. and. | 
tothe cruel]. Abberre all fwectenefle of ftollen waters,l& 59. 
. hat thy-teeth water after forbidden deynties , leſt thou find 
- bitterncfle [in the end. If medling with 'thy neighbors 
” hedge, thou mayſt feare lelt a ferpent bite thee, how much 
more with bis bed? | Let thine owne wife delight thee, hee 
s the woman whom thou choſeſt for the companion of 
thy youth:tranfgreſſe not againſt het therefore: - Let herlove 
atisfie thegand her affeions equallthy:embraces': let thine 
appetite Gedubzecreghim, ankſhatethe duty', and the ho- 
 figgofie,betwcentyouboth-: and keepehaſte till the com- 
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and unjuſt jca 
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oczous. 
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ming of the Lord Tefus. Know that this is an equall duty of 
both, God having beſtowed the power of each over other, 
upon both: Thinke not thy husband tyed to this rule ,O wo- 
man; nor thou thy wife tied, O husband, and the other free: 
the tye is equall. 

Its not jealoufie of each other , which can preſerve this 
honor;no,its the Canker of marriage. Bathſheba deſcribing 
the condition of a good woman, tells us, The husband of 


ſuch a woman,reſts in her,his heart ſetles upon her. Noting, 


that a wiſe man , obſerving vertuous qaualitics in his wife, 
indgeth her the ſame towardes himſelfe , which he is to her, 
A good man (ſuch an one as foſeph was to Aary, a juft man, 
one that had no worſe thonghts of jealoufic towards her, 
then ſhee had to him, leth t&entertaine the leaſt ſuſpicious 
thonght againſt her ) will alway eſteeme her ty himlelfe, 
Why ſhould I thinke , that her Cunſcience, Chaltity, is not 
as tender to her,as mine to my ſelfe? what can it come from, 
favea baſc heart, enclined to treachery againſt my wife, 
that I ſhould imagine , my wife ſhould bee falſe to mec? 
Surely were it not ain, to do ſuch a thing, or with it done, 
it were but juſt that an unjuſtly jealous husband ſhould 
meete with that he feares , that ſo he might be jealous for 
ſomewhat. Many civilly chaſt women , having bin drawne 
to commit this folly,by no greater motive,then the vexation 
of jealouſie: as not tearing God, and therfore thinking they 
were as good commit 1t, as be alwayes falſely charged with 
it. And marke it, Its commonly the fin of ceuples unequall 
in yeeres, who having marryed yonger kusbandes , wives, 


then themſclves,lye opc to this temptation, Alas;Iam teo old 


to give him,or her content, they feeke ſuch as are like them- 
ſelves; when as yet the parties are as cleere from ſuch aſper- 
fons,as the child new borne: what? haſt thou offended ence, 
and is there no remedye but theu muſt ſoder 1t by a worſe? 
I ſpeakenot, asif I would make men Pandars and Bawdes 
ro their wives, through their folly aid carelefſe contidence, 
expoſing thera to any temptations , and winking betweene 
the fingers, for what is this, ſave to give ayme to a Chaſte 
womanzto belewd ? No, But to ſhame that impotencic and 

baſcuefle 
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baſeneſle of either ſex., whereby cach is prone, contrary to 
the good: cariage,and approoved converſation of the other, 

et to ſurmiſe in them, falſehood and ill meaning. What can 
be ſuch an incendiary, to ſct all en fire bet ween couples, as 
this curſed miſchiefe of jealouſie > which is ofttimes ( upon 
meere miſtake of ſome word , guiſe , or ation, nothing 
tending that way ) rooted in the ſpirit of man, or wo- 
man,that neither all the afſurances of truth betweene them- 
ſelves,nor yet by matuall friends, can compound the matter 
ſo, but ſtill there muſt be a pad in the [traw,and ther ſmoke 
muſt argue ſeme fire: And yet when all is done,it prooves a 
meere Idoll of fancie, nothing in all the world. 

The Lord indeed appeainted a triall for the jealous man , 
againſt his wife : but wee muſt not conceive this was to 
breed or nouriſh cauſelefle conceits : it was no doubt firft 
brought to the judges in criminall cauſes, to determine 
what the matter was, and ( as our Inquefts doe ) to Cut off 
all meere ſurmiſcs : «lſe what a bondage had it beene for a 
wife to be ſo hurried and defamed? And although it be true, 
that for the hardnefle of their hearts, the Lord permitted 
more liberty to men at that time, ( being ſturdy and rebel- 
lious ) ſhould that be any encouragement new to Chrilti- 
ans to nonriſh ſuch traſh in themſelves to make their 
ſpirits , their prayers, their whole life ſad and miſerable 
to themſelves, and to beſo imbittered each againſt other , 
that even when they would faine ſhake off their owne con- 
ccits they ſhould not be able ? I ſay no more of this elfe of 
cauſelefſe jealouſies : but this for the party ſinning, no man 
ſhall iced to wiſh his greater torment , then himſelfe hath 
created to himſclte; let him thanke himſelfe , that his owne 
finne hath eaten up the marrow of his bones. The greateſt 
pity is to the party innocent and ſinned againſt, whois to 

e adviſed, while there is any hope of recovery, to ſtrive by 
all caution and exact circumſpection of carriage, to tender 
the weaknefle of the other, boping that love rather then 
anger hath bred it : but by no meanes diſdaine them, andto 


Reme« 


walke looſely under pretext of innocency. But if thediſeaſe ;qnoce 
be ſo rooted, that it will not be healed ; let them enjoy their party. 
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rightnefle (for the way of God,is ſtrength to the upright 
= Salowonſaith, Prov. 10. 29.) t— be diſinaied : bus 


lookeup.to God, who cancleare their righteouſneſſe as the 


neone day, andplead their cauſe againſt their « a 
joyning prayer to God to quit-them accordingly. This I 
have ſaid of injuſt jealouſie : as for that which is juſt, I ſay 
as much againft the guilty party, wiſhing the law were as 
Rrong now , as it hath formerly beene againſt all violaters 
of this ſacred knot. And for this branch ſo much. 

I had here purpoſed to ir.ſert ſome other watchwordes 
and direfions : but I confider that in- the latter part of this 
Treatiſe more full occaſion will be given of this Argument, 
So mnch therefore ſhall ſerve for this Chapter. 
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Comteining the deſcription of the 4.. laſt Iotnt 
duty of the Marryed, viz. Conſent. 


Tx fourth and laſt duty equally concerning both parties 


married is, Conſent, and harmony of courſe eachts 
another. Both the former of chaſtity, and this, doe grow as 
ſprings from the ſtocke of love : the-former jn the bodies, 
this latter in the lives of both. For this I would have the 
Reader conceave, that the former of love, andthis ef con- 
{ent , doe not differ, ſave as the roote and the branch, the 


' Cauſe and the effet. Love being the noble groundworke, 


this the ſweet building upon the former foundation : both 
making up marriage, togrow to an happy frame and buil- 
ding , which who ſo behold, can no other judge, but 
thoſe parties are well met , and dwell commodiouſly : 
But will better appeare in particulars how the one diff-rs 

from other. | 
This thenis the point , that both married perſons ought 
{tudiouſly to maintaine this grace ef mutuall conſent , as # 
maine peece of that, which mult maintaine the _ of 
their 
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their marriage. Such a thing wthis of conſent. 'As may ap- Rea/.1. 
pearc, both by the judgements of all thoſe , who either (by Branch 1. 
wofull experience } could never attaine it, . though their Experience of 
eazerdefire after it may proove it to be the crowne of mar- {vb 35 want n+ 
riage, or the more- happy expertence- of ſuch.as. have at» 
tcined it , according te their deffre , and found it ts bee no 
lefſe,, then I have ſpoken. For theformer of theſe, who 
need to queſtzon it, but that maſt needs be: moſt honerable, 
for lacke whereof, the eſtate and contentation , yea whale 
welfare of thouſands have perifhed * Wha covers that with 
carneftnes , which hath net ſome rare felicity init ? And 
when a man hath with all his skill,, ſonght that , which yet 

when all is done ) hee cannotatchieve,' yea is furcher of 
rom, What remedy , but ſnck a one nmſt needes lie downe 
in ſorrow ? If the deferring of the foules deſire, 1s the pox. 13.18, 
fainting of it, what is the utter defeating of it ? when as, 
not wan} only; but for adoc (fer ought appeares) 
a man forcfces his own miſery, and muft of neceffity ſurvive 
the funerall of his owne happineſſe, | 

For the latter, who doubts of the honour and price ef that 5raxch 2. 
commedity, unte which, they who have enjoyed it , doe *** —_— 
eſteeme all as mecre drofle and dang ? Evenalltheir wealth, 105 > _ 
beauty, and-birth, which yetdoe muck conferre to a cemfor- ſhow into be 
table life. What ſhall it profit a man to winne alltheſe, and worth che pre- 
to loſe his @wne content, in a ſweet amiableneſle of con- ſerving jorar- 
verſation? Oc what ſhall + man give for a recompence of '! 
it, if it ſhould be1n hazard ? Thus will every ene ſpeake of 
this blefling, except he he a foole, to whom the Sunſhine is 
wearifome , for the continuall ſhining of it ( and yet this 
faire wether may doe hurt, ſo:cannet conſent ) or ſuch as 
to whom nothing will ſceme pretious , ſaye by the want of 
it? Asfor all wife mem,they will afticme it; That then which, 
1m both the confeffions both of defirers,and enjoyers, makes, R 
ſonuch for the honour of marriage, juſtly deſerves the joint = nl 
conſentof both partiesto enſue anq pazimteine. ds foal 

«'Secondly/the very nature of this jewell, the nobility, the. her nature, 
peaiſe and price ofit,in generalt, is a figne of che worth, deſerves the 
and how-it deferveth I "da couples to maintaine ***fall im- 
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it. Te my challenge equality with the: things of: greateſt 
price he A | Oh tho" (ſweet acofablene and 
concord , what may not be {aid of thee 2? Thou art the of- 
ſpring of God, the fruite of Redemption, the breathof the 
ſpirit : Thou art the compound of contrarics ,.the kar- 
meny of diſcords , the order of Creation', the ſfoule of the 
world : without which, the vaſt body thereof would ſoone 
d:fſolve it ſelfe by her owne burden; as weartſome to it 
ſeIfe,. and fall in ſunder by peacemeale from each other. By 


thee, oh ſweet peace, and concorg, the heavens are com1- 


ned to the carth,by their ſweet influcnc-;by thee; the carth 
confines the unlimited waters, within bounds,bo:h earth and 
waters nouriſh theſe inferior vegetables;by thee theſe ſame 
creatures, nouriſh the ſenſible; by thee,thole ſenſible apaine 
returne their food to the moft noble members of the world; 
the reaſonable; that ſe the ſpirituall party which is above 
the reſt, I meane the inner man, and new creature might by 
them, for them, andin them all, honone his Creator. Oh 
thou divine conſent, the ſweet temperature of bodily com- 
plezions, the bleiſed union of ſoule and body. the lawe of 
government to Commenwealths and ſocieties, the band of 
perfefion 1n the Church , the. reconcilemen of God with 
man, the recolle&jon and confegerating, of all things in 
one, both.in heaven. and catth,, the life of the family, the 
daughter of love, ſiſter of peace, and mother-ot bleſſing. 
Carift thou then, who art the life of all things y chiſe but be 
the honour of marriage ?. Shallall ether creatures know 
no other marrjage eg {hall the truly married be with- 
outit? Is icſo ſweet and good a thing to ſee brethren to 
dwell together in affetion,, altkoygh they cannot alway 
in place ard habitation,and muſt it nat peeds be more ſweet; 
to them, who are both in affection, and-babitatipn inſepara- 
ble ? It in diſtance of bodjes by neceſſity ,. yet if it be ſo: 
ſweet , what is 1t in.theneceſlity af,cach others preſence 2 


. All this conſidered , what a joint care-ought there:to:bee in, 


copples to nouriſhi; ?. How ſtnpid doe they Heglare them- 
ſelyes ts be, who doe On it.? 'The- Boaſts,.the: Birds, 
the Plants are ſcnfible ef i,and ftrive to put forth themſelves. 

to 
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to all mutvall offices of ſervice 'cach to other, forthe im- 
proving of it, as loath'to forge fach a jewell, and ſhall 
married Chriſtians, be ſenflefſe and carclefle of it ? 
Thirdly, that which is honorable both in the coherence' g.y/; 
and conſequence of it, deſerves mutuall care in couples te Conſent hath 
_ preſerve it betweene themſelves. But ſuch is this conſent. a D:vine in» 

For marke , when love hath once comvined and incorpera- ſtiaQ ini, 
ted ewo to one, What an' inſtin& doth it breed , and what 

influence doth it inſtill into each party, for the uſefull ſervi- 

ccs belonging to their place? Each Bee flies abroad to work 

and carry home to her huve , being once appropriated to it. 

Even ſo here. Readinefle and willingnefle in each party, to 

his and her office, the man to tojle without 1n weary labour 

and travaile,; and the woman within doores, both without 
complaint;theſe flow from the geniall conſent of each wich 

other. Hence nothing is thought too much, benevolence, 
providence, forbearance,, paticnce, 'fideliry , ſecrecy; all 
vertuous-offices : The husband: complaines not , that the- 

burden lies all upon his ſhoulders, the: wife (as weake as ſhe 

is ) mutters nor, that her ſicke husband lies upon her hand, 

and ſpends all from her, like to leave her in want. Both 

cheerefully goe on, ated by Providence tolooke upon a 

promile, and all becauſe a ſecret accord of ſpirit puts them 

orward to the work; The reaſon comes to this ifſue : That 

which is as uſefull and gainfull,as its pleatant, and content» 

full is as the dew of Hermon , and rhe oile upon the head of pry1, 111, a;; 
Aaroy,'n both ſo mach graces, marriage deſerves that the 
married ſhould cnſhrine it in their botomes, and nouriſh it 
With joint endeavor, 

Laſtly this gracc of conſent, is that which brings the Reaſ. 4. | 

Lord kimſclfe , to rule and reigne in the faquly over Cu 

the married themſclves and all that pertaine to them, then bri:gs God 
well doth it deſervethe care of all married perſons to joine iv the mar- 
themſelves in the promoting therof. Its an honour to an houſe ''*© 

to be frequented by the great and honorable : How much 

more when the Lord of heaven and carth, ſhall condeſcend 

to dwell in our houſcs, ts come in, to fit, and fip withus ? 

whom ſhould he ſooner doe og » thento the _ 
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2.Cor 6.15, 


A queſtion 

Anſw-red, 

Wherin Con- 

ſcar Rands. 
Anſw. 

Tn 3.things. 


I 
In conſent of 


and conſenting ? we know: that old maxime of Mackiavell, 
if thou wilt rezgae, divide 2: Andeur Savior affirmes it , If 
Satan caſt out Satan,, how hall /his kingdome endure? No- 
ſurely. Satan muſt caft out umty and amity., if he meane to 
reigne ,- that he may bring in helliſh diſcord and confition. 
Even ſo if God will reigns, hee muſt caſt:on Satan, that he 
may. briag in union and conſent between couples. There is 
no agreement,betwixt Chriſt and Belial, light and darknes: 
Then(and never till then)ſhall religion, prayer, Sabbathdu- 
tie*,. holy exerciſes, love to the Saints be enterteyned, when 
conſznt hath taken up the roome of cach others heart. So 
much may ſerve for Reaſons. | 

But wherin(may ſome ſay )ftandes this Conſent? I anſwer, 
By theſe few heads it may bee conceived , { for the parti- 
culars of conſent they are infinite, as the occaſions of life 
are:)Firft in conſent of {pirit, of minde(I meane)and affe&i- 
on.Secondly conſent of ſpeech,or the tongue. Thirdly con- 
ſcar of practice and endeavers. For the firſt ot theſe ; The 
principle of marriage:conſent muſt'be reoted in the hearts 


hrarc as cheefe That each thinke and affect the fame things; As in Ezekiel 


Ezek,1.19, 


1s ſaide of the beaſts andthe wheeles , that whenthe one 

went forward-, the other did fo, and when the beaſts were 

lifted up , the;wheeles were fred up , for the ſpirits of the 
bealts, were inthe whecles.. So ought it to be between cou- 
Pcs, one judgement, one mind,one heart, one ſoule in two 
bodics; the ſpirit of the wife in the husband, and his in the 

Lerd.Thet which the flatterecr faith in theCoedy,(the hatred 
of the name becing remooved ) that ſhould the wife ſay to 
the busband:Sayſt thou a thing? So ſay I.Denieft thou? 1 deny 
it..o0. And ina word;l am prepared fer the nonce ts agree 
with thee in allthings, good & honeſt. What is more beeuri- 

fall ro þchold in marriage;the that wherof it is aR eſemblice, 
I meanc , the harmony betwoene the Lord Teſus the head, 
and the mgmbexs ,ta wit kis Church? Reade the Canticles: 
Sec how the Churchecchecth her husbands voyce,m all he 
ſpeaks, ſee how ſhee pleaſes her ſelfe 1n his comely propor- 
(10n,attire geſtures! And he againe inhers;how ſhee depends 
wholly upon hus becke.and coumenance , jejes in _ pre« 
ence 


I 
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ſence;monrnes in his abſen-e,repozcs her ſelfein his boſome, 
becing afteep , watcheth his awaking , follewes after him, 
hangs uPpen- him in his departing, longs for his returne, and 
having loft him , runs after him as one diſtrafted, and be- 
wraies her life to be bound up in his, as /acobs in Bexjamins. 
This inward complacence, welpleafing , and welapayed-. 
nefle of couples in each other, is the very quinteſſence of 
marriage peace, and contentment. As in the myſticall body 
of Chrift , we {ce what an inſtin& is in them, ro maynteine 
their owne becing in the welfare of each echer. All envy, 
wrath, ſuſpicion, jealouſfie, unkindnes, pride, cenſure, and 
what ſoever eMe favoring of ſclflove and ome nr beeing 
odious to them. Each doing his owne ſervice, content 
with his owne portion , moucning with any that is ill at 
eaſe, and glad of their welfare. 

Secondly, thi: conſent muft be in the ſpeech and language 


of them both :-Its trne generally , but in this'point ſpecially; ©, wa 
That ſpeech is the difcovererof the mind - fs ok w + OO 
tbundance of the heart js,that will vent it ſelfc at the mouth. ſary far the 
Sothe hnsband and wife ſhould anſwer to cach other, as 2 #'ricd. 
Irhoſhaphat to Teborams, 1 am as thou art , my people are as x. Kings 3.7 
thine , my horſes as thine. Yea,the ſpeech of eaCh to other, Pco.z7.19. 


ſhonld bee (,withont flatrery ) as the glaſſe, to behold each 
other in. As face anſwers to face in the water , ſodeths 
man accomedate himſelfe to his friend (ſayth Salomon ) 
how much more the hasband and wife to each other ? They 
ſhould even reſemble each the ethers frame and temper (in 
the Lord )with all ingenuity. As the beames dorepreſent the 
Sun, in her heat and light :- ſoſhould the ſweet carriage of 
the wife,argue the body which gives ber influence,even her 
husbands vyertucs. 

And laſtly , there onght not onely to be this harmony in 


ER onely,but in abſence alfs, even m the way of their FER, 6 


nverfation : abroad in compaeny,in duties of Sabbath , of common life 
Chriftian communion , whether together or aſunder , ſuch 2nd occalions 


ſhould bethe reflexion of a wives carrizge , that allthat ſee ft. 


her, may ſee the wiſdome,thonghts, affections of the hus- 
band jrther : nora Carriage of her owne , as of one ſevered 
Bb 3. from 


—— 
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from his way lighting his, as if ſhee were wiſer;but humbly 


2.5am.3.36, 


Vſes. 

And, 

Reprooſe. 
Vulgar guiſe 
of marryed 
oncs,rude and 


eculicall. 


The Difſenti- 
©1iz Of religi- 
ous Couples, 
the hame of 
potcliog, 


ſubmitting judgment, will and ſpirit his in the Lord : and 


where there is any difference, fo it be grounded, keeping it 
ſecret, and acquainting God with it, as ſhcee did when ſhe 
felt ſtrife in her wombe,that he might reconcile it, and ſettle 
itarightintime: For inſuch a Caſe, diſcreet concealment 
will far ſooner reduce them together, then open expreſſion 
ef their diff-rences. The acttons of the one ſhould bee the 
ſhadow of the others,yca a modell thereof. As it was once 
betweene David and his new ſubjets, whatſoever liked 
David, that was preſently pleaſing to all his people ; they 
agrecd at an haircs bredth. This threefold corde of heart, 
mouth and werke,1s net caſily broken. 

1 ſhall make theſe three appear better,in uſes of the point, 
to the which I haſten. Firſt then, what bitter reproofe is this, 
to the moſt even of ſuch as ſeeme to ſtand to Gods barre and 
tr1all ? I pafle by the ruder ſort of barbarous people, rufticall 
and ——_— (who never yet came into the garden, where 
this grace grew) ſuch as paſſe their daies, eyther in bruciſh 


and Nabaliſh churliſhnes , brawling , fighting and quarrel- 
ling together; or cl{e conſent onely in cvill, ſerving each the 
others turne , according to thoſe vices my are enclined_ 


unto,as the world,to rake together portions for their childre 
by heoke or crooke, or pleaſures and libertyes, or pridc of 
like,and faſhions,or envious purſuit of their Enemies, lander, 
or the like ſins of the tongue. ſay, to leave ſuch, who would 
looke for ſuch differences of ſpirit, and remper , among ſuch 
as pretend great zcale in profeſſion? A man would thinke, 
when hee lookes narrowly into them, that they are ſt as 
marks of oppoſition , each to other,thenreſemblers of their 
aff-ions, joyes, and defires: verely I have often ſcenit (to 
the ſhame of ſuck I ſpeake it ) that among ſome ignorant 
couples, whom onely naturall likenes of maners, or civill 
education hath handſpmed, there is found more leve and 
accorde, then among ſome ſuch, as daily keep on foot the 
worſhip of God jntheir families.Shall I praiſe them in this? 
no fn I knew,the ſorrow which heerby rs procure to 
your {clves, is puniſhment fufficicat for your folly ; Porpen 
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muſt not eſcape ſo : but ſhame you for ſuch centrariety of 
fpirit: Many men and women, becing ſo croſſe cach toother,. 


that they thinke this conſent rather a weake and ſeely fraite 
of a puſillanimons ſpirit,yea a ſhame rather then an honor te 
their Marriages ! And that then they have quit themſelves 
beſt, when they can whet their teene npon one another, 
jarring and j angling , and pleafirg their froward, and i 
apayde fpirits,in diſpleaſures and differences. And,can you, 
or dareyou nevertheleſle, board, converſe and bed'togerher, 
| and geeto the heuſe of Ged,and there heare,and partake the 
Sacrament of communion ,.as if there were nothing amifle? 


Can two walke together except agreed ? Or do you caſt Ames.z.g; 


arrewes and darts,and fay,yonare inſport ! what villanous ,, - . 


hypocriſic is this, thus to habit your ſelves in ſin,that the cu- 
ſtome of it,ſhould make you ſenſlefle of it,and cauſe a falling 
licknefſe of diſcerd, that you know not the way of geting in 
againe? All day warre and deadly feudzand yet lye down at 
night, and wipe off each crum,from the lips ? Nay,what do 
ſuch ſave makethe Ordinances of God,covers oftheir ſhame 
& wickedneſſc!ldoubt whether ſuch'or theſe, or they whoſe 
debates breake out irſfo ſeparatioa , ſo that neither towne 
nor country can holde the,arc the worſe of the twoll ſay 'n 
point of preſumption,though-their ſin bee not ſo exemplary. 
What a pageant is this for the Devill to laugh at? kow out 
of mcaſure ſinfnll is your fin? Tygers and Beares have their 
agreement,and ſhallſuchdiſtempers reigne 1n the marriages 
of he religious ? Shall fraud and oppreſſion bee found in 
the ſeate of juſtice? or afroward, waſpith ſpirit,in the proper 
element of peace and conſent. Where fibers be looked 
for,if you diſagree in marriage ? It you war and contend, 
who thould agrec? Or, who ould go about the families of 
religipus,ones, to ſecke out matches, when as ſuch as theſe, 
hatchup a brood,by theirlives and examples,more fic for the 
Divell to governe in, thenthe ſpirit. ofGod which is peacea- 
ble? Shall ſach as ſhould one day,judge the world, ( if they 
deeas they ſeeme ): yet be faine to reforre the deſperare 
uae wife and husband,to the arbitrement of triends> 
By which occafion,matters growing.to be cipt up betweens 
you, 
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Vſe 2. 
Hum lation 
to all faulty 
couples. 


Prov. 20. 3. 


you, perhaps the coales of Iuniper are blowne to a greater 
heate, then before, by theſe bellewes , and the hope of ac- 
cord ſet farther off, then it was. Surely, as the corruption of 
the fineſt bodies, is maſt loathſome, fo are the contentions 
of ſuch as ſhould bee moſt quiet, 'commonly moſt tedious ; 
for ſinne loves to bee eut of meaſure finfull. So much of 
this firlk. 
Secondly, this ſhould be abafement,and _ humbli 
te all ſach ceuples ( out of whole . brefts this finne bath not 
Chaſed away all remorſe and tendernefle. ) Oh man Re 
member,the Lord hathcreated thee in his Image, made thee 
as God to thy wife, a man of more ſolid monld and frame , 
able to beare impreſſions and eccafiens of diſcontent. Its 
the henour of aman to paſſe by an offence : The Lord at» 
horres thou ſhouldft weaken thy ſelfe by a wilful oppoſition 
of a weaker ſex:;; what a poore viRory is that , when thou 
haſt matched a ſecly woman } No, thine honeur ſtands ra- 
ther in paſſing by her folly and weaknefle : not in « curriſh 
blockiſhnefle, not.in aſurly ſtoutneſſe, and pride of ftemack, 
not in a corrolling , umperious carriage , and thwarting 
tongue ; This is to betray thy owne.ſtrength, and to out- 
ſhoot the divell in his ewne bow. This isto ſmite all dne 
honour eut ef thy wives heart; and, ( as oile tothe flame ) 
to enflame and provoke her ſpirit, to be ſevenfold werſe. 
Rather dec in ſuch a caſe, as workmen m colepits uſe to do, 
when the candle burnes blue, they ſaſpe the waom ts to bee 
2 comming , which would ſtifle them, and therefore they 
ſtrive to get out, who can get firſt, and when the dampe is 
over, then to warke againe. So, give place to this dampe 
and diſtemper of diſcord and contention,and whert its over, 
then returne to thy wonted courſe. And, in cenCcluſion, 
leoke to find ſmall fruit of violent ſtriving : For, as Latimer 
ſaid , he that gets the victory here, gaines ſorrow, and he 
that loſes, loſes peace. The gaines which thou gettclt 
thou maiſt pntin thine eye, and fee neverthe'werſe : Thow 
ſhal repent thee at leaturc, that thou Jiddeſt not redeeme 
thy peace upon harder termes, then the curbing of a baſe 
appetite. Thou ſhalt lofe thy ſweet words, inthy _ 
ay 
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thy liberty with God, to lift up pure hands without wrath 
or doubting,(hall degenerate into feare,Harrennes and bon- 
dage, thy praiers ſhall be choaked in thy throate, and periſh 
inthe uttering ,. which thou wert once wont to powre out 
purely, confidently, cheerfully : Therefore obey this charge 
of God, and proſper. If the Lerd blefſe not thine endeavor, 
et, its better for thee, todeny thy ſelfe , and to waite the 
flue with patience, then bootelefle to Rrive againſt the 
ſtreame. The likeT fay to thee oh woman, Is this a fe plea- 
fing to thee , alway tolive hke a Salamander in the fire? Is 
this an Element ſo welcome to thee? 
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Conſider ( poore wretch ) how thou degenerateſt from The du'y 
thy creation : Thou wert moulded by the hand of a wiſe vrged. 


workman, tobe atender and yeelding nature, the weaker 
veſſell ; and doeft thou delight in a ſpirit of contradiction ? 
wilt thou reſiſt thy Maker and thy head, both at once ? 
Shouldeſt thou thinke it an honour , to thee, to carry in thy 
boſome a proud wrathfull aud ſhrewiſk heart, and in thy 
head a ſtinging tongue ? Oh, it were more agrecing to thee, 
to be melting , milde, and overcome evill with good 1 If 
this ought ts be done to an enemy abroad , that it he need, 
thou ſhouldeſt cloatk him , feed him »: If to him who reviles 


thee, thou ſhouldſt returne good language ; if to him who Luk. 6. 27; 


would take thy cloake, thou ſhouldſt caft thy coate alſo ( to 28, 29, 


| ſhew how mecke thou art ) that ſo thou mightlt bee like to 
thy father , whe docth good tothe evill : what then ſhalt 
thou doc to thy husband , that thou might(t reſemble the 
Lord Iefus his tendernefle to his Church, whereof thy 
marriage is a ſhadow ? AsSthou would(t that Chriſt ſhould 
handle thee, ſo do thou oh man, handle thy wife , and thou 
ok wife, thine husband 1 Goe together ( as oncea couple 
did, being convinced by their Miniſters reproofe, ) and 
breake heart each in others bolome, confefſe how farre you 
are off, from your firſt frame, what diſhonour to the nor nem 
you havebeene, and wofull joint enemies to that joint and 


- mutuall peace which both of you ſhould have hatched and 


nouriſhed betweene you - Beſeechthe Lord to ſhed his love 
and ſpirit inte your þeſemes, his peaceable, amiable, quiet 
C _ ſpirit 
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Adnroation. 
I, 

P-crot roo 
co: hientof 
your felves in 
are: of 
marriage, 


2 Kiig8.13, 


Ter,31.18.19 


ſpirit which can turne your: {wordes into -mattocks , and 
{peares into plowſhares: whocan maketheoxe and the lyon, 
the beare and the lambe to feed together , that1s , take ont 
your telnefle, and put.into you an heart of Amity and cor- 
ſ{znt. Then ſhallyou bee another while for the honor of 


that Ordinance with equall endeavors, which all this while 


you have'lo reproched. 

And thirdly , let it bee admonition unto both partics;and 
firſt,let mee lay this, Enter not into marriage,ina confidence 
of your owne itrength when couples firſt meete together, 
youth , ſtrength , and carnall Confidence upon their owne 
meanes, with fieſhly centent each in other , makes them 
dreame of a dry ſummer , and thinkeI ſhall not be mooved; 
It wil:ealway hony moone with me : as if the bitternes of 
an unquiet hcart were paſſed away. But poore ſoules ! you 
know no more your owne ſpirits, then Hazazl! did , when 
hearing the Prophet telling what a cruell wretch he ſhould 
proovezhe asked, Aml a dog? to do ſuch things. You dawb 
with untempered morter,which will fall off in froſty wether; 
But , when experience hath ſchooled you, and ſhewed you 
the diſcontents of marriage, and with what bitter Ingre- 
dients,{in hath poyſoned your hoped ſucceſſes;whe husband 
prooves an unthrift, wite an ill houſewife , buſineſle in the 
world crofſe and left-handed, when alſo cares, feares, loſles, 
charge of children,forrowes of the wombe,and nurſery, bad 
children , debts and ftraits come upon you at once, ( none 
wherof you haye grace4o prevent ) oh then ! you ſee that 
your lir{t inerry mecting will not beare off all aſſaults. And 
yet,what ſhould Lipeake of ſuch thiaovs ? when a baſe heart 
in the middeſt of all contrary mercies, pamperd with the 
creaturegbut wickedly prowd and umthankfal,can and oftner 
doth cauſe this woe to couples,more then all adverſity 1 Oh, 
this canker growes out of blefling ,' oftner then affliction! 
wherfore, enter this eſtate,, 'with ſelfdeniall ! humble yc ur 
ſelves, bee as Ephraim, who was as an heifer unuſed to the. 
yokegbut aftcr,. he repented, and ſmote upon his thigh: Do 
you ſo beforehand , and beg armor of Cod for the hardeſt: 


boſt not of the beſt,ere you put off your harnefle:the beſt will 
alway fave it ſclte, _ Second)y, 
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Secondly,know this, That although the Lord ſhould free Caveat 2. 


you from ſuch diſaſters, yet marriage ot it ſelfe ( withone 1'-y f-r (hs 
{peciall grace) will try of what mettall you are made. Even © 8 pe - 

ſ l MN 2 6 * | MM CHIC « 
meer continuance of time, Cuſtome and uſuall ſociety, will F 


(by corruption)procure a fullomeneſſe,& ſatiety, yea a wea- 
rinefle of each other. Acknowledge therfore that this frame 
of your marriage will not ſtand alone, it needes daily props, 
to keep off an unpatice ſpirit! For why? - The meer ſpirit thar 
is in youluſts to envic; enclines to croflenes, elviſhneſſe and 
{:lf willednefle of ſpirit , when as yet there is no vexation 
without to Cauſe it. What need is there then to ply the Lord 
with prayer,for the ſweet uaiting of your ſpirits,and calming 
of your hearts? That the peace ofGod paſhng underſtanding 
may fence or (as the word is) beleaguer and hemme in your 


ſoules ( or as a gariſon keepes a towne ſafe ,) may preſerve P''-4- 


them with the knowledge of God, and poſlefle themin - 


Am «<b cutlc, 


patience ; Alas ! let all your whetting and provoking each Lue. 22.19. 


othcr, be refleed backe upon your owne ſelves, fret with 
indignation,againſt the Roote within,purge out that leaven; 
and then your hard hearts ſhall melt into teares, fer each 0- 
ther ; ſpend your time of jarring , in prayer and earneſt re- 
queſt to God, for mercy and pardon : That he would take 
off your rough edge , and make you poliſhed and ſquared 
ftones, to couch in the wall of this building : which before 
could lye no way. Oh ! the Lord (for ought you know)may 
make you bleſſed meanes of each others converſion, that 
you may bleſſe him, that ever you met , who ſe oft have 
curſed your owne eyes,for ſeeing each other. Let the fiuite 
bee as Ged will: fure 1amthe crofle of an uncomfortable 
yoake ſhould perſwade you rather to ſpend all your life in 
prayer thenin Rebellion, For its better(if it muſt be ſo)that 
God delay your deſires, whiles you ate praying, then whilcs 
you are ſinning , and ftopping the courſe of prayer. 
Thirdly,put onthe Lord Ictus,and he ſhall fo furinfh you, 


Cavcat 3. 
Pur on the 


that you {hall not need to take any more thought, how to 7,1 5<(v5 his 
fulfill your baſe Juftes any more. Put him on, 1n his long ſuf- mccknede, 


fering , mecknefſe,, bowels of compaſlion , as the Apeltle 
ſpeaks ; which will not only prevent thoſe evills of an nn- 
Cc 3 quiet 
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quiet,and unſavory ſpirit,through a well apayde heart : but, 
allo will teaCh you to beare and lie under your Crofle, and 
to bee as God will have youto bee. Fight not againſt God, 
L ut put onthe Armour of peace, as a Breſtplate, to beare off 
all the darts of diitempers.If the Lord will not be entreated 
one way,ply him another : Remember an heart armed with 
holy Retolation inthis kyndis ſhotfree,and able to conquer 
a City. The patient 1n ſpirit, is better then the haſty, and the 
end of a thing is better then the beginning. Patience carryes 
with it,halfe a releaſeyit is(as it were )boot in beame. If then, 
thy wite and thine husband cannot be wonne to conſent, 
yet, if thou canlt poflefſe thine owne ſpirit , thou ſhalt con- 
quer hers. The beſt victories are by yeelding in this kind. 
Strai-ge 1s the nature of a quiet ſpiricz it mult prevaile at laſt, 
becauſe it will. wayt , till it have nonay. Bnt eſpecially,it 


hath this power 1n 1t,to quench any fiery dartyfar better then 


any rcliſtance, and wrath. If Cannon ſhot ligheupen the 
Wool-packe, itlofſeth his force : but if upon a ſtone wall, 
it batters it to pceces; and a foft anſwer puttes away wrath. 
Bring Icfus into this thip he will allay all the waves: bring 
this Arke into the campe of debate,and it will make all whiſt 
and quict : when the Whirlewind arifeth ſuddenly from the 
heart ofan unquiet man or woman , and like to that tem- 
peſt [ob 1.aflaults every corner of the houſe to ruine it;yer,if 
this ſpirit of a ſoft voyce encounter it, all wilbe ſoft and 
calme on the ſudden. The cauſe why the houſe of obs 
children fell downe, was, becauſe it was ſuch a wynde as 
beſet on every ſyde: Soit will fare with thee: If when one 
wynd is ariſen in the houſ-,the by & by another be up inthe 
other corner to re{1{t it, woe to that houſe. Then is the ſeaſon 
of thy Calme O husband, when thy wives heart is up in heat: 
and then of thy quiet hert(& wife) when thy husband fumes 
& \{torms.But 1f Þoth be up at once, be thou(o man)the wiſer, 
and ſay,Its now out of ſeaſon for meeto meddle. Elfe thou 
wilt throw dewne thine houſe,and deftroy thine own peace. 
The ſecond blow makes the fray: therefore while the cloude 
is 26 a mans hand,little in the emry,give over betymes, cre 1t 


3.King.17.44, cover the whole ky: & caule lucha tempeRt;as cloudes when 


they 


—_— 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. 


they follow raine,which is a continuall dropping:and make 
- ficke wether for adoe. 


Fourthly , if the Lord exerciſe thee withthis following -c,,.., , 


— 


crofle, beware leſt thou forſake his way,and through tedious Rengunce not 


diſcontent, Conſult with fleſh and blood,to uſe carnall ſhifts. Gol e» uſe 
It isnot thy violence,to go to werke by (trong hand,to beare Croall flufes, 


downe thy wives ſtreame,by a ſtronger one of thine owne; 
by eyther threats, or much lefle blowes, (a baſe remedy,and 
which I wonder ſhould .eyther come into any wiſe mans 
thoughts and pen to advize , .or heart and hand to praQtiſe) 
or any other Policie of ſhame anddifiwaſive, which God 
hath bleſſed to effet it. If he had , it had ſurely more prevay- 
led, then it hath. No, 1ts the oncly victory of heaven and 
grace; Whatſoever ficſhly Witedome, and raſhnes or device 
of man , hath or may practiſe in this kind , I ſpeake not:ex- 
tremities may plead excuſe from the greatneſle , but net the 
realnes of the {1n. Nor yet do I deny but that a carnall way 
( forthe prelent ) may helpe agaiuſt the preſent occaſion. 
As I heard lately that a man put to his wits endes, agreed 
with his friends in Londen, that dwelt neer, it ſeemes , that 
when they heard the Drumme ſound from his houſe , they 
ſhould all make haſt to take his wife in ker ſcolding veine, 
and fo ſhame her. Sothey might cut off a finger, but who 
ſhall mortifie the ſpirit ? ſurely the Drumme comes ſhort of 
that cure,and a woman will ſcorne to yecld up her weapons 
atthe ſound of ſuch a cCharme.No,alas!As the Popes blefling 
makes no Armour of proofe : ſo neither is any Medicine of 
mans deviſing, ſhrew , or {cold proefe : for a ſuddeyne they 
may pleaſe by their violence, but at time of yeere,the maladie 
will have his Courſe. To this,I might adde a contrary ex- 
treame of carnall wit: That husbands thus matched will 
ſecke to flatter and demerit their baſe wives , ſerving their 
owne wills, bee they never ſo waftfull, and proud:ſuffering 
them to be all in all, to carry all the ftreame , andto 
throw houſe out at windowes , and all to winne them to 
ſome udifterency , laviſhly ſabje<ing themſclves to their 
uſurping,and domineering ſpirit: They (forſnoth )muſt buy, 
£1, let, hire, take al} and pay all, ftaving off their husbdands 
mt 7 © from 
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from intermeddling , ſave at their owne curteſie, what they 
ſhall wearegſpend , or carric in their purſe : Others, will re- 
deeme their peace, by caſting all the tacklings into ſea ; let 
their wives jolly and ruffle it out in what maner , meaſure, 
or Companies they themſelves pleaſe to ſpend at their 
pleafure,keeping their husbands at a becke : yea,ſuffer them 
to keepe and harbour Varlets under their noſes to defile 
their beds and family with filth and baſtardy : and all that 
they may bee rid of unquitenefle. And when upoy theſe 
tearmes , they have bought repentance too deere, then they 
muſt either die in ſorrow,or live with baſenes and diſhonour. 
In general] Iike your patience (for ſome yeclding doth well) 
if limited : But, your cowardly, baſe heart, diſtruſting Gods 
waies and method,except youreleive your ſelves by finning, 
thatI abhorre,and affirme the remedy to be farre worſe then 
the diſcaſe. 

Fifthly , I warne all couples, that they runne not beyond 
the bounds ſet them by providence, to intermeddle with the 
afaires concerning eachother. Its the folly and boldnefſe 


5 of many women, to be ſo curiouſly prying and pragmaticall, 


about their husbands matters, ( which concerne them not 
to buſic themſelves about, but to reit upon their fidelity, ex- 
cept they ſee juſt exception ) to beſo inquiſitive into their 
ations , companics, and occaſions, ſo jealous of them 
( uvjuſtly ) that, although I allow not of the cfte&t,, yet] 
lay; its a juſt provocation to the ſpirit ofa wiſe and inno- 
cent man, to differ from his wife. And aggine , many fop- 
piſh husbands doe ſo intermeddle in the Element,and about 
the peculiar emploiments of the women, taking upon them 
the menaging of their Cookeries , their dayries and houſe- 
witery,, as if they muſt have an oare in each boate. What 
wiſe woman would not break into a mixt paſſion of fulſome 
indignation and contempt ? What husband would not bee 
carr;ed to extreame diſcontent ? God hath appointed their 
{tation to them both, the one, without, the other within : 
Jeſt by idlenefle and ſloth, [they wantjng their ſeverall 
workes, they ſhould waxe unſavory,and lie open to forraine 
vice ; But this is to turne the erdinance toply turvie, = in 

ca 
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ſead of not doings, tooverdoe , and cauſe diſcord at home. 
Therefore keepe your ſtation : provoke not each other, 
which gives occaſion ( ofitimes ) of that mutuall curioſity. 
Mutuall conſent will not confſift vvith mutuall fatagency in 
this kind. To this, I might adde another cavea!, againſt the 
darkeneſſe and cloſcnefle of carriage of couples, each to 0- 
ther , which doth breed this evill ſpoken of. For, though 
each party is to be truſted in his or her owne ſphere , to a&t 
and deale : yet neither mult forget other, to beare an equall 
ſhare inthe common welfare ; and therefor2, to conceale 
themſcives-and walke aloofe as in the clouds, one from the 
knowledge of the other ; as never to'1mpart their mutuall 
affaires, never to communicate together, .or conſult each 
with ocher, what is it, but a deſpiſing of that equipage, and 
equality which marriage claimes? what 1s it, fave provo- 
king of eaCh other, to turne a mutuall ſpirit, into a private 
one? To turne cquanimity of love ( that thinkes no evill, 
but conltrues all in the better ſenſe ) into jealous ſuſpicion? 
what imports it, ſave that their waies are unthrifty and un- 
happy, ſo that they are loth to diſcover them , till all be too 
late? And then at laſt, endlefle broyles grow upon ſuch afs 
fected ſecrecy, andanecellity of violent ſparing , let all 
ſhould periſh : both extremities, to be ſhunned by all wiſe 
couples. ' 

Sixtly,as the Proverbe ſaith, take not counſell in the com- 
bat : for then,there is no ſeaſon for countell,then the ſpirit is 
in the power of paſſion, and temptation preſent, as a bowle 
running downe the hill, is in the power ofthe deſcent. 
Take copnſell therefore before , and uſe thy skill in preven- 
ting that which is hardly endared. Obſerve thy hasbands 
frame oh wite,and thy wives oh husband:Study each others 
natures, and countit thy witdome and vantage,by that thou 
(halt eaſily gueſle both what may provoke & alfo prevent it; 
and, what may both content and ſo procure it :» But they 
who let all goe at ſix and even, ſufter the upper milſtone to 
runne upon the nether, they may bee ſure the 'divell will 
lee there (ſhall want no corne, and then there will be grin- 
ding.. Stugious ſhunning of occaſions , with wiſdome and 
pious 
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pious caution, kath in time, wrought many an unquiet heart 
to ſome calmegeſle ; except there be fo curſed and churliſh 
2 nature, as delights in diſtemper,even tochuſe, and would 
rather dic fighting with it ewne ſhadow then be at peace, 
I fay,when a Nabal (ces an Abigatl,watch her opportunity, 
loath to provoke him in his madnefle, willingto hold of 
whatſoever might diſquict , and further, what might pleaſe 
and ſatisfie : kow can he, but at laft breake his heart in her 
boſome', and ſay , come my deare wife : thou art more 
righteous then I : for I have ſought thy griefe,bat thou haſt 
overcome me With thy wiſdome and meeknes; thou haſt 
heaped hot coales upon the head of a froward husband, and 
—_ me aſhamed to behold the ugly hieu of my paſſion, 
in the glaſle of thy meckneſſe and diſcretion. And this for 
Admonition. 


Ve 4+ The laſt uſe briefely ſhall be Exhertation. Strive, allye 


E xho1 cation 


© the married Þusbands and wives , who ſceke to live in godlineſle and 
£9 uſe cordiall honour, to eſtabliſh mutuall amity 1n your ſpirits, and con- 
Conſert. ſent in your converſation. Alas ! husbands and wives fhould 


be as two {weet friends, bred under one conſtellation, tem- 
pered by an influence from heaven, whereof neither can 
give any great reaſon, ſave that mercy and providence firit 
made them ſo, and then madetheir matCh ; Saying,ſee, God 
hath determined us , out of this vaſt world, each for other; 
perhaps many may deſerve as well, but yet ro me, and for 
my turne, thou excelleſt them all, and God hath made me to 
thinke ſo ( not for formality ſake to fay ) but becauſe it is 
ſo. When I confider, that, we are not met onely , but met 
as we ſhould doe, net as many miſmatcht encs are, meeter 
for ſome other man and woman, then each for other; ſo that 
we Can ay as he inhis Motto, what we are, we would be, 
and would be no other then weare ; the onely meet ones, 
for one another; oh then ! how it raiſes up my ſpirit to ad- 
mirc and magnific Gods diſpenſation ! Oh, if it were thus, 
how ſweet were it to ſee married ones to live together | As 
the Arke carried by the power of God, above the higheſt 
mountaine in the world , fifteene Cubits, ſo ſhould mercy 
Carry them above all contentions and garbolles , that they 
ſho 


= 


A Treatiſe of Marriave. 201 


ſhould know no ſuch. As they ſay the tops of ſome hi gh bils 
. arcabove the middle region, and fo above all thoſe vapors 
offroſt and ſnow, and wyndes which inferior groundes are 
infeſted withal:ſo,ſfo ſhould theſe bee above far worſe: and 
bebold others beneath , moleſted with ſuch things , even 
with wondring attheir happy eſcape.' And as all the hills 
and dales , which make the parts of that earth where they 
are, uncquall:but cannot hinder the roundnefle of it,becaule 
the circular figure of the whole, ſwallowes up all particular 
uncevenneſſes, into it felfe : fo ſhould thoſe paſſages of une- 
quality betweene couples, here and there paſſionate heates 
and diſſcentings each from other , be drowned' in this con- 
ſent,ſo that they ſhould vaniſh as cloudes without rayne and 
ſtorme,though not without ſome darknefle and lowring. 

And,if ought did befall otherwite then meetly , how 
ſhould each outftrip the other afterward, in hamiliation and 
Repentance | Ohbaſe wretch (ſhouldlt thou fay ) ſhould F_»þ 
bee weary of welfare ! Should Ireturne to nouriſh ſecret -” wrgaot t ” 

poyſon in mine heart , to hazard my precious peace ? and {7 
ſhould I venter all upon a caſt , to try whether mine bee ference, even 
mine owne, or not? Shall one dead fly defile awhole box of to repent 5nd 
recious oyntment? No farrebee it from mee to forlake my Þ< bunill d. 
farneſe and ſ{weetnes, by which I have cheriſht the heart of Moat < 

God and man,of wite,ot busband,(like that bramble exalting EIS 
it ſclfe above the trees) to beare up my ſelfe above, againſt 
each other,by confuſion and diſcord ? No: Farre bee it from 
us,to ſuffer the noyſe of Hammers , Sawes,, or axes to bee 
heard in our Temples hereafter! wee were {quared in Gods 
mount by his workmanſhip , not needing now any ſuch 
edgetooles ! Rather let us he like him , who was typified 
hereby, whoſe voyce wasnot lifred up,nor heard in the ee, 
who never trod upon a bug or worme to kill it,brake not the 
bruiſed reed, nor quencht the ſmoking flaxe. As he the head 
of his Church, is to his Church, ſo will I bee to my ſpouſe 
and beloved,amiable and conſenting. Enough to marriage 
is the neceflary unavoydable greefe of it , ſuch as muſt be in 
it by Gods allowance, for triall : I will not ſeeke to adde 
qncedlefle to neceflary , but pull away, as much as I can: and 
Dd when 
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when the needleſle is take off ,then ſhall the neceflary be the 
Mc. 18.7. better born. Offences muſt come,occafins wil ariſe:Pharag's 
owne privy chamber cannot be free fro frogs,a\well as other 
Exod.3.3. common mens: & the ſweeteſt May-moneth may havetroſty 
mornings, and cold evenings, yea there wilbelad dayes and 
ſorro wtull affconts at one time or other ; able to affront the 
A moſt peaceable : But the peace of God and marriage, Which 
Pa:lip.4.7. paflc underſtanding , - the peace of Conſcience and family, 
running 4n a {treame together , will keep the heartes of the 
good ,1@ firme , and Rable , that th&y willloſe their willes 
and humors ten tymes rather then this jewell: And if, when 
all is done, there muſt ſome dreg of old Adam cleave till, 
it ſhall nor bee for hurt,all ſhall turne for beit to the peacea- 
ble , to ſcarch all which is intheir hearts, to keepe them 
humble, to ex erciſe ſelfedemiall, and to teach them, that 
the beſt marriages upon earth mult have their eyefores, leſt 
we ſhoul d4ay its good beeing bere , for the bett and pureſt 
peace wilbeein heaven, where there fhalbeenoſach relati- 
ons asStheſe, but all fulfilled inourcterpall conjundtion with 
our head the Lord Icfus. Ajſo itmult teach them, even when 
the weather is molt contrary, yet to imitate the $kill of the 
Marryner who willnot{trive againſt the wyndes,bur rather 
coaſt, and'tctch a compaſle, to gaine ground and further his 
travail. 
Conclufion of 4 14 ſol finiſh this laſk of theſe mutuall duties of the mar- 
this m:yae "Sfx . 
dury. ryed, whichis conſent. Enſue peace with all, eſpecially 
with your {elves ; Ground it inthat peace with God,to pat- 
don and accept you; and this will be as the ruth growing 
in the mire,a peace alway may.nteind by a better,never fay- 
ling. Walke according to this rule , and the peace of God 
ſhalbe with you. Try no carnall concluſions,tempt not God, 
be not weary of weltare.Theugh it ſhould turn from you,yet 
follow,& take it by the lap of the garmet; hold it faſt; irs the 
free-ſimple of geod couples:Let it rule & overrulesto torgoe 
any thing rather then it. They who angle with golden hooks, 
need looke to it , leſt if they loſe their heoke, all 
their catch equall not theirlofle. And fodeing, conſent (ball 
make your marriage hynecable;til}iz bring you to enjoy thats 
: peace 
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peace and bleſſed conſent of Saints in glory , which ſhalbee 
a perfect ſweet without any bitter,a life withont end. And fo 
much alſo for this Chapter : and for theſe 4. Duties mutually 
concerning Mariage, for the preſerving of the integrity and 
comfort therof, | 
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Returne to the Per (onall offices of e:ch pirty, And 
fir ſt rhe bus bazd, His firſt auty handled, 
10 bee 4 man of underſjt.ind.ng, 


H Aving handled the joint daties of both, we come to (ene of 
lay down the ſeverall dutics of cither party in marrt= .he points, 
age : And what great difhculty willthere bee in this latter, 
when the former 1s once ſctled. As in a fagot, each ſticke is 
kept ftreight and whole , while the band holdes : ſo,let the 
married partics once be united in the former duties which 
(tande in equality : it wilbe no dithculty to mainteine theſe 
which are peculiar. When as once the retreat of the armic 
of louldiers is made ſure : ech ſouldier fights merrily in his 
ranke. So heere the maine worke being diſpatcht,& mutuall 
- ſecurity being given & taken cach from other,of religion to 
God,oflove to each others perſon, of Chaſtity to Bodies,of 
Conſent in the life and whole courſe, what hardnes can 
there bee in the reſidue , for particular offices of cach other? 
The nave of the wheele being ſtreng,the (taves well faſtned: 
how eaſily will the whecle and orbe of it run, and what 
a ſweete current will there bee in the ſame? Touching the 
articulars then. firſt of the man, then of the woman ( for Firſt Peculiae 
th muſt manage this common ſtocke of honor by their duty of the 
perſonal induitry. )The mans firſt dutye,is,to walke as a man I wm 
of underſtanding with and before his wife; thatis, foto Ang, 
abeare himſclfe, that he may ſweetly ſtrike into his wyves 
ſpirit a due reverentiall love and ctecme of his perſon and 
Head(lip,for the vertues of or” I : ſuch as may ily 
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her to bee a meete guide of herlife,by his gravity,ſtayednefle 
and Prudence of carriage. That her heart may tell her in 
ſecret, myne husband is indeed a man of underſtanding. An 
huas-and,who would ſave the ſtake ofhis owne honor,ſhould 
ſer downe that for his Maxime,let not thy wife deſpiſe thee: 
for if once the womans heart deſpiſe her husband,the whole 
frame of marriage 1s looſed. This is Peters counſel! to 
husbands: Likewiſe ye kusbands dwell with them, according 
to knowledge, or underſtanding : he ſcemes to contract a 
the worke into this comprekenſive rule, ina generall ſenſc; 
as if any branch might utly be deryved from it : Bur herel 
take it fe the firſt {peciall gift of the husband , as an head. 
He that hath a good head-peece, is a man of good under- 
ſtanding and judgment : ( thatsthe peculiar vertue of the 
head? for as its the h1gheft of the members , ſo it is to leade 
and guide the inferior powers of the ſoule & the members: 
In the heade is the eye, which outwardly leadeth the latter, 
aS the braine.and witedome 1s within , the which guides the 
former. . Inthat ſemblance is this gift of rnderſtanding,the 
moſt peculiar tothe head, the husband : the wife mult fol- 
low, as the will and aff-&tions , and members do follow the 
judgment. There need be no more proofes of the point,rea- 
{on convinceth 1t ſutticiently. 

The greater queſtion is , wherin this Duty of underſtan- 


ding coniits.. Forthe antwer wherokh, Ithinke (as he once 


being to reach the art of Memory firlt would teach the art 
of forgetfulncfl:)it were beſt ro ſhew what itis to walke as 
a man of no underſtanding,and then thepoſitive. Firſt then 
to walke underitandingly, is not to walke aloft in the-pride 
and vaiue conceit of thy iclfe,ſayinggto the wife,as he wal- 
King iN his pallace ,, Am not | great Nebuchadnezzar ? So, 
& thon not know(wife)chat I am the head, & fet above, 
made to rule? That thou art made of my rib, and for my uſe, 
and not I for thyne but for mine owne ends?. yes,I willhave 
you to know it too, that I am a man by my ſelf,and am able 
to menage a woman better then ſhee. . Nay, firft learne to 
underſtand thy felfe , cre thou proovea'' man of underſtan- 
11ngcothby wife. Aman of underftangdinggis ( as Slower 
ſpeaks) 
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ſpeaks)of a coole ſpirit,not a proud,inſulting and dominee- Veo. 19 27, 
rins ſpirit : he that is ſuchanone, had need of fach a woman 

a5 to his colt , may teach him to underſtand himſelfe better. 

Firſt learne torule thy (elfe, if thy will be too ſtrong for thy 

wit,& thon art hurried by thy luſt,againſt thy knowledge: As Tun. 1.3.5. 
theApoltle ſaychof another, he that canot rute his own family 

is much lefle able to rule the Church of God: fo,he who hath 

not anderſtanding enough totule himfclf,ts very nofit to ruie 

z woman. That husband, who ſtandes upon it, that he will 

Lord it and bee all in all,beare ſway over his wife, as his un-' 

deling , and who ſhall controll him?may perhaps ( when 

Miſtri> Experience hath well awed and tawed him, repent 

of his lording it, and with, his underſtanding had lyen ano- 

ther way. Adde to theſe, ſuchas wilbee ruled by no other > 

m2ns counſell, ſave their owne,, and yet have little of their Nct in + ra 
owne neither(a true marke of a Foole)but raſhly ruſh upon {«l'willednefe 
their dealing, and affayres, ſaying, What I doe, I willdo, '”Þ-19-:3. 
what I have written(as he ſayd)Ihave written: my will (hall 

ſtand for my Law ; proove it for better, or for worſe, I am 

reſolved to doe as [ lift and what isa mans libertie, but li- 

cence, to live,to ſpeake, & go to worke as him liſts without 

contrell, as they,Pfal.12. Ts it not lawfull to doe with mine Pl. 12.4. 
owne,as I liſt? IfI giveall I have away , who ſhall gainſay 

mee? | 
So againe, this is no underſtanding , for an head toget _ 3 
ſome ſhreds of religion by the end, or te be able perhaps to [1 © £now bur 
lpeake of a Sermon,or to pray,or reade a chapter(which yet * *f _— 
many ſuch do not or keepe ſome ſhew of a Sabbath; But,to 

negle& allthe practice of his knowledge in his lite,to expoſe 

' himſelf to-all looſenes of carriage,baſenes gf example,living 

within doores curriſhly,ſpitefully, without doores ſhiftinglie, 
cunningly,deceitfuly & offeſively: Moreover neither is this to 4 

be ami of underſtanding,to ſeem to give way To good coun- N** to give 
{ell,to hearken and nod to good adviſe,to give faire wordes; on dar” ew : 
you ſay wel indeed'good fir,& ipeake to very geod purpoſe, ny followins 
ro þew ne verball reſiſtance; For of this ſort there are many, ««. 6 
who yet have no power at all, to amend : but baving pray- 

ſed the man , yet curne their backes, and doe as they did be- 

* + LRL"6 Dd 3 fore, 
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fore,not ſtirring an inch. They moove upon their center,ag 
the windmill round about , but ſture not one hayre from it: 
Oh (ſayth one,) a very facile man, and eaſe to be handled! 
True, but harde to be changed : he hath a tricke for! you, 
worth ten of a rebellious refuſall: for he will ſay as you lay, 
N Fo but doe as he liſtes. To end, neither 1s 1t any marke of an un- 
<—ligre 5a .. derſtanding mangto be avle to give counſell to others,cither 
Fa ringd noc in Gods matters, or the world, or,to make others to ſay,()h! 
eo himſelfe, this man is of great parts,and deepe underſtanding,ſee what 
wiſedome and experience he hath gotten ! wheras all this 
while t kis wiſe man, whole head is aloft in his counſcll to 6- 
thcrs,falles into the ditch for lacke of taking counſel himſelf, 
He cannot guide his own? way , nor order his owne Con- 
verſation aright.In generalls he 1s very free and ful}, becauſe 
he is carried onely to the 003 of truth and judgment, till 
you come to particulars,and then occaſions of his owne pro- 
tits, will, pleaſure or caſe and ends doe fo hamper & enſnarle 
his ſpirit , that this man with his great underſtanding be- 
comes a very foole,for lacke of a ſpeciall wiſe heart to apply 
know ledge to his owne oCCalions : as Sampſon was able to 
Judge 1/racl, bnt his Juſts and patſions cait him out ofthe 
rule of himſelfe. Theſe then, aud the like argue no man of 
underſtanding. 

$econd branch Secondly therforeghe is a true husband , and a man of un- 
whats co bee derſtanding, who firlt hath denied is owne wiſedome, and 
a man of un- {£ abafed before God in the privity of his owne wants, and 
— adn: jnability to manage this great affaire of Marriage, or to walk 
537-5" before his wife,as a man of underſtanding. To ſay of this,as 
Salomon did of his Government, who am I Lord, that I ſhould 
Torrance Walke before this po people? To ay as holy Agur did, 

our owne un- Doubtleſſe I am a fo2le, and the underſtanding of a mans 
deritanding. not in mee: 9.d.I have not halfe the wiſedome that a man of 
my condition had necd of. I ſay its one ſtep to an husbauds 
underſtanding,to be convinced of the defe& and diſproper- 
Pro.30.2, Qtionofhis abllities,to guide the way of marriage. To thinke 
af it neyther ſo highly as if it were above his poſſibility to 

atteyne,nor ſo low, as if he had enough and to ſpare forit- 
David being nominated to be Saw{s ſon in OG pet Toure 

imlc 
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kimſelf in his abilities ( as Ab/a/on after did ,tut ) fayd thus 
Thinke you t ſo ealie a thing toſtand ja thisrelation ? And 
Abigail a woman athrmed by a judicious man,to bee of great 
couell and underitanding, yet thought not her felfe fo: but 
becing ſent for,to be *Dawids wyfe , antwered, Alas! Iam 
| more titto be an handmayde to welk the tecete of the fer- 
rants of my Lord ! I fay this holy humble dittidence in our 
ſclves,is a furer marke of an underſtanding man, then the 
foumer. Eſpecially when the ſenfe of a mans nakednefle, 
carries him toGod,to pray (as he did )oh Lord,l befeech thee, 
ive to thy ſervant an underſtanding heart! This pleafed the 
Lord wc<1l, that he askel this onely, not other matters for his 
owne ends,long litegiches, honor: ſo, if thou ſue to God for 
ſich an head pecce of witeJdome,as might guid? thy mariage 
courſe aright more then for welfare and jollity inthe world, 
is 2 1c that the cheef thing is more prized , then the infe- 
rior. So ſecondly to be a man of underſtanding, isto bee », 
{;j<&t to God hianſelfe , ere thou andertake maſtry over o- T, þ. 6c 
ticrs : To fay with that centmion, I my felfe am under Au- Subject ro 
thority, I come to the bar my ſelfe, and give accompt of my G94, ard ſors 
bead ſhip; I am fellow ſervant with my wife , andI have a \* 4 _ 
Maſter in heaven my ſelfe : it behooves mee to ufe my 9: 
beadſhip ſparingly, not to Lord it,left I be fcorned my felte, 
for taking upon mee mn that ottice which hath more ſervice 
then worthip tyed to it ; my Rule over my wife is not impe=- 
nous, but royall and Princely, not over an underling , but 
copartner with an equalkſothat,if with allmy underſtanding 
Ican bowe my wives will , by a milde pertwalion , not by 
ulterity,I have quitted my felfe well. 
Thirdly to be of undecitanding , is tobe more ſenfible of , 
the burden and worke of Marriage, then the honor of it. I x,.*. 4 
lay, to apprehend* what coſt and care belongs to my Wives To be more 
loule, how to mould it unto true lowlynefle & meeknefle for ſcnfble of a 
bod; (which is of great price with him) to inſtill the prin- burden then 
ciples of Chriſt and ſeltdeniall inte her, (or tonouriſh them vf 23n hours. 
if already inſtilled) to cauſc herto ſec into that ſcope and 
ew of f Religion, which, is the change and ſubduing of her 
Kill to God, Ob,whats works is this , and who is —__ 
- 
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for it? were it but to menage her outward man and carrizee 
towards my ſelfe;, towards her children, in her family, and 
before others,in point of ſubjefion ,love,and wiſedome,oh 
it exceedes my underſtandinglit exerciſes mee with more 
thought then all her portion contents meet Oh! I muſt ca 
her to God , and commit her to him, to be trained to this 
great bufines ! Laftly to bee a man of underſtanding,is yeta 
4 : | : : 2 
Tobcouilfies POINt of further extent ; For ſuch an one, is of an excellent 


o 


with a Spiritof ſpirit throughout, a man framed by God within & without, 
all ſorc+,as ec- with a ſpirit for marriage,a ſpirit of cheerfulnes, diſcerning, 
caliourequires gjligence,dexterity todeviſe and diſpatch alſo, humbleneſl, 
coarage, and patient enduring. By thete , ſuch an one fir 
orders his owne perſonall way of —_— , conſcience be- 


fore God,converſation in tongue, dealings,and example be- 


fore men: Then nextly he walkes before his wife , as a witc 
man ought » And, he attempts not to rule others before he 
have got the upperhand of himſelfe ; But, having begun (a 
Phyſitians doe ſometime ) to try concluſions upon himlelfe, 


then he preſcribes toothers, I fay that thefe and the like 
Graces,concurre,to qualifie a man of underſtanding in point 
of Marriage;as(God willing)in the ſequele,ſhall more fully 

appeare. | 
Pirticulors of For which purpoſe, let this further be enquired inte, in 
this yenerall, What mayne things conſiſts this vertue of an husband, wal- 
tO. king as a man of underſtanding toward his wife? I anfiver. 
In theſe twoyhirft in matters of God, then in ſuch as\concern 
the married relation. Both theſe will procure and maynteine 
the honor of marriage on the husbands part : and , the con- 
I trary,will proove difhonorable. For the former , I will here 
Ir 2pp.ars in touch 1t only ſo farre as the purpoſe of the point requires: 
waiters of —=And fhrlt, ks requiſite for the husband to handfell his under- 
God, ſlanding with the matters of God. That he count it his 
crownefrſt , ts ſeeke the Kinedome of God,and that for it 
(elfe; and from the ſavor whey , aS one well grounded inthe 
Scripturcs, to be able to exprefle his knowledge to his wife 
till ſhe conceive the ike : And, having ſo done, that he ſet 
bimſclte to walke accordingly towards his wife, both in the 
generaV,to jnſttut, admoniſh,comfort,reſelve , ſupport = 

- an 
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and in ſpeciallin all private or family duties,to be her mouth 
to God, and to preſent to him the wants and petitions of all 
that depend up©o him. Both indeed ought te know, they have 
ſeverall ſoufles to ſave, and; not towrap up themſelves in 
ence anothers grace : Both ought to de a fpirituall body of 
Chrift,anneynted which his prophecy and Prieſthood: yet, as 
the man is the Image of God in ſpeciall, and her head, fo 
ought the Conſecration of God to reſt _ him , in more 
abundance then upon ker : that ſhee and all the reft may be 
repleniſhed therewith. So that he (for his part) mult be as 
ber Prieſt, and his lips muſt preſerve knowledge for her: To 
give ſome two or three inſtances of this point. Firſt for the (nes 
diſcharge of family duties (whereof I have ſpoken befere) he whuc n, 
muſt purchaſe for himſclfe an horne of oile,not oncly(as one 
laith ) for his veſſell to be ſavory, but for his lampe to ſhine. 
My meaning is not to force ſuch knowledge upon himas is 
minifterial,exat for degree(God requires no ſervicebeyond 
the ability and Talent received,be it one or three)Its not re- 
quired that he be an interpreter of theScriptures;that he ga- 
ther punAualldecrines, to cleer doubts & objections, er to 
make diſtinRions & applications beyond his calling: & ob+ 
jet: This were but to make the Family duties a ftall to ven | 
himſelf up6, & to pride himſelfe in his =_ & endowments 
(a8 many have done ſo long,) while at laſt thinking themſel. 
toe fledge for their owne neſt, they have boldly leapt out of 
their ſhops & Trades, into the pulpit,thinking theraſelves as 
meet to preach as the moſt able Minifters;ne,in no ſert : (L 
krow there is difference im men for their Skull and underkan- 
ding in matters of God, and for ſebricty and kumblenes of 
Þpirit whom I mich honer,and defire not to trench upen,or 
iſcourage any Geverners in this kynd, eſpecially in ſuch a 
mn werld that runs a contrary ſtreame:)But impartial- 
I defirc te utter the trath by ſo juft an occaſion: andthis I 
iy, enongh for a private pcrien,te infift upenſuch __=_ 
of dotrine, and eſpecially of Catechiſme, as ke bath by his 
carefull attention, keard inthe ordinary ceurſc efthe pub- 
blique Minifteric handled; to cull eut ſach, and to ime 
part them co bis wife and _— » In a familiar mannery 
Ss - = © np 
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upon cenfeſſed greundes, and upon caſie texts : whole ſenſe 
and ſcope is plaine and undoudted; therupon,faſtening ſuch 
exhortation , admonition and watchwords as beſt beht him 
to utter who ſhould be beft acquainted with the({tate of ſuch 
a5 are under his roofe: rebuking fin, preſſing duty;but other- 
wile as for texts of darker nature,abſtayning from them,and 
leaving them to a publique gift of interpreting : whichis 
abler ts re&ifie judgment,and anſwere doudts,and ſettle the 
conſcience, 

Secondly, he is to apply himſclfe to his wife., as a manof 
underſtanding , in the private way of her ſoule, helping her 
uut of her feares, anſwering her doubts and queſtions accar- 
ding ta the light he hath received abroad , to reconcile their 
timorous and ſcrupulous {pirits to God, by the promile;, ſs 
oft as they ſtagger, & to enlarge them with thoſe comforts, 
teacquaint them with ſuch direRions for their walking 
with God, as themſelves have had expericnce of in their 
afflicted cenditions,to fellew-fecele themyto be afflicted with 
themyto conferr with them abont their grewthes or decay, 


their Tips and recoverics, and ſo about the fruire of their 


both publique and private werſhip and ſervice of God: to 

ſatithe them in any ſuch dithcultyes and dangers as they 

meet with,and ſe to helpe them aſwell in the extraordinary 

duties of humiliation and Thanks, as occaſion requires : of 

which 1 ſayde enoughin the joint worſhip of God before. 

And fo thirdly ( to conclude this point ) he is alſo to bee a 

man of ability,te enconrage,hcarten and quicken his wife in 

reſpet of any outward burdens ſhe undergoes, to condole 

with her inthem,tounderlay her (as the beloved in the Can- 

ticles )doth his ſpouſe,that ſs twe may beare that which one 

cannot,and the toile may be the more cheerfuly undergone, 

When ſhe ſces,that her heade ſteps in to his uttermoſt to bear 

"AY the brunt,and diſcharge her from the dint of trouble ! Alas! 
wardnefic of BOW farreare moſt hnsbands from this courſe ? where arc 
moſt husbands *BEy Whoſe underftanding, humblenes and love ſeekes the 
 *11his kyad, youy of cher wives herin? how fcldeme do they apply them- 
elves to fach publique ordinanccs onthe Sabbath or wecke 

day to enable them in knowledge? or feeke the kelpe of Mr 
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niſter or other to guide them? Or put caſe ſome heare or note 
Sermons ( which now is growne eaCh mans caſc,and not 
anuſle except they tinde that the gaine of writing, marre the 
power of the truth in their affetions ) yetthey ſhutup all 
preſently 1g their Note-Lookes, without meditation or ay- 
ming at the purchaſe of a lively ſtocke , of undarſtanding; 
noz thriving upon their hearings, by proofe and experience 
of that they know ? Orif they have knowledge, yet how 
ſurly and conceited do they grow , drawing their wivcs 
rather to errors, and fancies , and buſying themſelves rather, 

about matters beyond their reach , and of lefle conſequence, 
erc they be greunded in the maine. How ſad are many women 
for their want this way , that alas ! when as they aske their 
busbands at home, they are little the better, if not much di{- 
couraged! Their husband eyther deſpifing thelight of know- 
ledge,and ſo walking lke blocks and idiots in all matters of 
God: or cle filing themſclves ſo with other traſh, that 
knowledge runs over,and is ſpilt upon the ground:or if they 
have light, yet reſting in generalities, never comming to the 
experience of the way of God, orlite of faith. And by this, 
they wax barren , & tell their wy ves, they are no Preachers, 

they muſt go to Miniſters , if they will talke of fuch matters, 
for it paſſes their skill to deale in them ! 

Now ſecondly touching the Mans underſtanding un the 
matter of the worlde, or marriage affaires: He mult be as the 


2, 
Vander ft1n- 


gu:de of her youth,going in & out before her: able to direFt ding in mar- 


her way and cewſe with wiſedome ; not only in point of 
obedience te God , but alſo in circumſtances, and matters 
indifferent:for her company,for her ſolitarines,for filence or 
ſpeech , ſhewing her what her perſon and place will adgit 
and beare , that he doe not either over or under ſet up, or 
caſt downe her ſailes , but live withinthe boundes of her 
place,for her company, attire, houſhold furniture, expences 
of children, what 1s pure, modeſt, ſober, of good report, what 
not ; who are ſafely ts be converſed with,and truſted info 
bad a world as we live in, who to be ſhunned:he mult be her 
eye tw ſee by,her hand to workegher foate to walke with,to 
ducerne things , and perſons, how they differ; And thele 
| Ec 2 things 
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things ſhee muſt not onely learn by the care fro his diſceurſe 

Þut diſcover by marking his pradtice & example: Beholding 

in bis glafſean image of underſtanding, how wiſely he can 

conceal things not to be uttered, how warily prevet danger 

to life, name,[tate:how he can avoyde the ſnares which are 

layde for him ; how he ſhunneth ll company, remeoves of- 
fences from the bad, _—_ peace upon good and ſafe termg 
with all men , handle buſines of weight both without equi- 
vocating,and reſervation of an ll conſcience; and on the 0+ 
ther fide, without betraying himfelfe, and expoſing himlelfe 
to hazard : and in both how he preſerves mnocency, and 
uprightnefle. Beſides theſe,the may beheld in him, neither 
on the one fide cowardize in a goed caulc, nor inthe other, 
folly ia the bad handling of it : how cloſe and ſecret heis 
to them that are faithfull friendes to God and himſelfe ; how 
he is neither baſely niggardly, nor yet vainly laviſh:that heis 
neither lightly credulous, nor yet finfully diſtruſtfull : in his 
liberties ,neither taking the uttermoft , nor yet ſcrupling'the 
moderate,and lawfull: Thus I ſay when thee ſees the image 
of God ſhining in ais underftanding and behaviour,ſhe (hall 
be farre from deſpiſing him,at leaſt juſtly, for grace is keno- 
rable, and makes the = ro ſhine, even before fuch as have 
little good in them;much more ſuch as can obſerve it ; Nay 
more,{hee ſhall honor him, as her head, ſec cauſe of entirely 
loving him,devoting her ſelfe,tirft to God in thanks, for ſuch 
a blefling,and then to htm in all loyall affetion. No woman 
ſave a Aicol can find any diſdaine in her heart of ſuck an 
busband. And,(which 1s the crowne of all )ſhee ſhallrepre- 
ſent and at her husbands vertucs, upon the ftage of her 
ewne pratice,and converſation.So much for this ſecond. 

If this be thus , how much to blaine are many husbands of 
all ſorts, we Miniſters, you people;who in matters of Ged faf- 
fer their wives to live at randon. Becauſe they ſee it requires 
ſome Jabor to menage the ſoules of their wyves, by that 
necre Communion I have ſpoken of, therfore they plucke off 
hand quite from boorde,8& leave them wholly to themſelves 


to lincke or ſwim. The = grounde of the (luggard doth net 
FI 


to ſpegke againſt kisſloth, by the briars & thiſtles wherewith 
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its overgrowne, as the ſoules of theſe mens wy ves, by their 
ofanenes , and their lives, by their immodeft & rude beha- 
viour-Sogthemſelves can hold bodily welfare, farewell, fleep 
ind play , and Iye downe in an whole skin ; what care they, 
what becomes of them? How many inclinations are there in 
ſome tender plants ( at firſt marriage ) which through the 
neglect of husbands, vaniſh. How many ſweet parts and 
graces which lie and ruſte,for the want of geod impreove- 
ment? how many blemiſhes and wants ( which wite and 
{aſonable counſell might redrefle ) are ſuffred to grow re- 
nedilefle ? how many husbands might fay ef their wives, as 
ance a ſhrew fayde of her husband , ſhee could havelived 
(weetly with himif ſhee would? meaning it was not paſſion, 
buta ſpiteful heart which hindred it:ſo,its not igaor ancegbut. 
zbaſe & laſie heart which doth this: had they bin worththeir 
eares(God ſeconding _ they might have improoved them 
lweetly. And how gladly would ſuch wives have blefied 
Cod, for their counſell, jt they might have bin beholding to 
them for 1t? what honor had they got for their inſtrumentall 
telp to convert,ſuppert & ſave the? If thou do 1:ot this work, 
how canft thon ſay,thou lovelt her,or thy heart is with her? 
ſurely thou ſhalt pay the ſad ſhot of her fin; If no place in 
thy houſe , bed, board, cloſet, walke,can witnefſe for thee,it 
any common worke [tcale away thine heart or leaſure from 
helping her : If ſherun into riot becauſe thou ſtaydft her 
not:how Juſt 1s it,that thy life goe for hers, wherewith God 
detruſted thec? | 
Secondly, how great Caule is there that ſome bad husbands j ſect, 
ſhould tremble to conſider that they have bin ſo far fro gui= 7 co. 
Ain their wWyVcs withunderftanding,that alas! they lack all Husbandswhr 
Wiſedome to guide themſelves, So that,if their wives ſhould <a9nvr guide 
* ſounhappy,a$to tread 18 their ſteps,they mult of neceſlity themlelyes 
fall with the inte the ditch of all crror & profanneefle. Alas! pr 
how full is the worldof women, (not the worſt for diſpol- 
ton & hope of good )who yet through ill planting, (becauſe 
they ſee that elſe they muſt live a diſmall life ) not only 
ſtumble at the threſhold and go not one ſtep forward, 
ut ten degrecs backyard : being-fain to comply with their 
EC 3 husbands, 
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husbands , and waxe tenfold morethe children of the.devyill 
then before ? what is more eaſy , then fora weake Cha mz. 
lcon,a faint and weake creature, toreſemble the colour of 
each cloth its laide in,when they fee no feare of God, na 
reverence of man,care of Sabbaths,conſcience in dealings, 
ſavor in examples : to fall ts the like? eſpecially fynding i 
ſweetnes and welpleaſing to the fleſh , and nothing t» 
gainſay it ? How baſely dare they ſpeake of ſincerity ofthe 
miniſtery , how vaine , frothie and faſhionable grow they, 
their husbands reading them the lcAure, and as Abimele, 
ſaying, what you ſee mee doe , do ye likewiſe. How full is 
each corner of Lamecs deſperate varlets, who ad villany, 
wrath,rage,envy, worldlines, pride, and ſcorne before their 
wives to Caſt them into the like moulde of wiekedneſſe ? 
yes, * But, if it fall out, thatthere bee any more wiſedome in 
Iniiruction, Women matcht which ſuch Nabals to obſerve and judge 
Many wives aright; how can they chule, but underpriſe them for want of 
jaltly ſtumble underſtanding? Is it wender, that a woman ( except very 
at the folly of qumbleYſhould extremely vilify ſuch an bead? Doth the Aps- 
their husbands, M1  £ <q V t wea - (h h ] k 
1.Cor, 11,14, Me Jultly reproove men for ring ſhag hayre (like wo- 
men!) and for ſhaming their head, orbeing aſhamed of the 
glory of God , ( which they reſemble by the uncovering of 
It ) and ſhall not theſe difhonorers of their headfhip much 
more be condemned, (as in this matter of walking like men 
of underſtanding before their wives? )yes ſurely:its no won- 
der that their complaints againſt ſuch nwbandes , areſo fre I 
quent, & that they can nouriſh ſo little honor in their kearts 
toward them, who powre out ſo much contempt upen their 
ewne headzs! I do not patrenize ſuch women as do fo, but 
yet their diſdeyne 1s in ſome ſort veinall, againſt them whg 
do ſo violate the Ordinance ! what a clog 15 it to be matcht 
to a man whoinn ſtead of ſtayednefſe and due wiſedome , s 
not ſo much as ſcnſible;, when he is tvld of his follics? 0 
openly ridiculous,that(as oile in the hand)it bewrays it ſelfe 
Paſlages of to all men?So thallow-braynd, fickly, ealily led afide by any 
we h!5- bad counſellor,to any looſe,uncleane waftfull courſes? who 
mm makes as many promiſes , as he hath fingers on beth handes, 


and that daily, but breakes them before he goto bed ? mw 
| wue 
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viſe woman can endure it , to ſee him who ſhould under- 
fznd himſelf to bee ſo ſeely,credulous, injudicious,that each 
baſe cheating, companion can coſen him of his wealth,rob 
hiv of ais money, make him drunke,and picke his pocket? 
Such a foole,as will lend every man he meets with,that wold 
jorrow , not ſhillings , but poundes , without any band ſave 
z bare word, as good never a whit as never the better , to 
ach as are not worth that they borrew ? what indignation 
wonld it moove in a woman, to be compelled to follow her 
wiſe husband tothe Alcheuſe, to gaſter him thence from 
dinking and revelling,.. ſpending of his time, thrift and 
honeſty ? making her ſelſe a By-word, to pull him from the 
pipeand pot, toaveyde worle dilhonor ? Nay atid yet to 
mile little alſog but even toſece her ſclfe finking and peri- 
ſhing by peece meale, while ſhe beholdes 1n him the cauſe? 
when he followes him that leades him tothe Rocks? 

Or what wiſe. woman could endure a foole within 
dootes , ſo full of paſſion, fo talkative , fo contentious with 
children and fer vants,ſo weake in goverment & in his pangs, 
þ hay.e-fellow well met with his ſervants, tondand apiſh 
with his maydes,readie te traduce his wite in the hearing of 
frangers and the fanyly, as if he put ro difference betweene 
times, perſons,or pccaſions?It a faolith woma by her tongue 
and unſeaſonablenes,be ſuch a ſhame,yca rottennes of bones, 
oa wile head: what ws he(who thould bee the head,to her ) 


S when his carriage js ſo burdenſome? I have ſeen an evill 


(laith Salomon ) oppreſſion occupying the place of juſtice. 
As it he had ſayde, fer a poore man to Kale a ſticke of the 
hedge is fin,but,for a judge to oppreſle in the place ef judg- 
ment is notorious ; ſo, for the husband to play the foo 
inſtead of a man of underſtanding , kow diſordered ? How 
ball the wife (aftaine her repute or eſteeme inthe family, 
when he that ſhould honour her , by his reproaches, with- 
tawes both her owne ch.1dren, ſervants & negihbors, from 
ther allegiance and duty? 

What a vexation 18 it likewiſe, for a woman to be matcht 


to an husband, who is ſe idle, and ſo unfit,to ſet himſelfe on 7 ol 


werke about the ſervice of his place,ſo readie to ficece _ 
cr 
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lace, fo giddy, and 
acc,after his copeſ- 


gotten for any nced to play, or, if they fallts it, can never 
adone ! ; 

Who can digeſt ſuch an inconſtant and uncerteyne humor, 
as perhaps, fora weeke,or ten daies in an houte, will put on 
the habit of the moſt diligent and provident husband to 
follow his buſinefle: But on the ſuddeine (as one that "_ 

IP, 


himſclfe ) ruſhes againe into his veyne of geod fellow 
ſoaking himſclfe in bis Pots , as if he would take reveupe 
of himſclfe for his former abſtinence, and make eaven with 
himſclfe by ſpending twice ſo much by day after day, asbe 
faved by his diligence? what is ſo yrkſome to a woman, in 
company,where ſhe becomes,as te ſee her husband, (whoſe 
honer ſhould bee her Crowne ) to be the jeſt and laughing 
ſtockof fooles,am obict of May-game to each one, who 
will make himſelfc ſport with his baſenes ? 1 might be end- 
lefle; But in a worde , ſhee that is yoked to a foeliſh head, 
what a ſpeQacle is face of a woman miſcrable by neccllity? 
I conclude therfore this firſt branch of the husbands duty: 
Let every Wiſe ene abhorre this Idea of folly : cndeavering 
himſelf tothe uttermoſt of his power, (according tothe gift 
ef God ) to walke with his wife, as an underftanding hus- 
band: beth in matters ef God, and the way of comme life: 
that {6 he may draw from her (as the mi due acknow- 
ledgment of him in his place, as ſet over her for a guvle and 
Direftor:In whom, (uadcrGod)ſhe may repoſe —_— 
ot 
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applying both abſent; & preſent, without feare or ſuſpition: 
xeturing that reverence, which his worth hath deſerved:and 
bearing willingly. wich infirmities , becaule her lot is fallen 
intoa-good ground. As for the husband,although his wife 
ſhould nat perceive his worth , (for ſome good wives can- 
not-) yet ſceing its his cheefe underſtanding ta ſee none of 
his owne vertues, but to conceale all, let him chuſe rather to 
bee a man of knowledge, though his wife ſhould not behold 
it,then to be meuniies of a flattering woman ( as ſome are) 
deſerving contempt. 

And now I ſhould have pafled to the next point , had not 
this come in my mind; that the __ 1n this Charge in- 
cludes cohabitation:for he who mult dwell with his wife,as 
2 man of knowledge; at leaſt muſt then dwell with her: elſe 
the ſubject is taken away. Where elſe (1 pray ) fave inhis © cion 
houſe ſhould his —dt_s appeare?* Or where ſhould ,#;h+ man 
be Chine elſe,ſave in his owne ſphere? This is that which the with che wife 
Apoſtle chargeth them , who were yoked with Infidells, v*c fry. 

( themſelves beeing converted ) that they depart not in * ©2779. 
_ from the unbeleeving party : if he or ſhee would Fe 5. 
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; - N , Humiliition 
depart,ſe it was, but lct not them, if the other will abide. I ,, LC 


wiſh that the wofull age we live in , urged this my Admoni- fuſe to coha- 
tion: which I bave glaunccd at by paſſage before;but here as bc. | 
the dutie of this place. Perſons of great ranke and quality, 
thinke themſelves lawlefle in this kynde ; Even a baſe thing 
they deeme it,to dwell with their wives. Not only not one 
bed, board,reofe, towne,(hire, but ſcarſe one Kkingdome can 
(Þng) holde ſoine of them. And ſome are ſo noted for this 
tricke, that it were good at laſtzthey would note themſelves. 
Each diftaft and diſcontent to their unjuſt, unreaſonable hu- 
mors, 1s enough to caulc a ſettled , habituall ſeparation be- 
tweene them,and their wives,not for dayces (which in caſes 
allowable) but for moneths, quarters, yeeres,many a 
together, Who doubtlefle,if they might have Iewith liberty 
would much gladlyer be divorced. And what gaine they by 
their ſeparation ? Diſhonor to themſelves, forrow to their 
wives, I might fay ſnares to them both:diſtemper to family, 
ruine to their cſtate, wrong to their country 3 Ml example to 
rt infkcriors 
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Sepcraters, 


Ruth. 1.16, 


dean to the irreligious. Beſides,beth occaſion tg 
dbroad,clandeſtine foejet16s & letgnes with thoſe 
thit ate luxarions, wanton, defited worni#n: and lay offences 
and fnaresin the oe of their wives at home ( except they 
make the more conſcience ) to forfake their Covertin* , and 
ts expoſe themſelves to ke rmeleannes. For whiy ? Their 
tusband is gone a far jorniey, & you know what followeth, 
Stitely thine amends is juſtly in thy handes, who provokeſt itt 
Husbands ſhould ſay to their wives , as Rath to Naomi, Ag 
the Lorde mers ſave death ſhall part us. Thy houſe, 
thy Children,thy Church,thyGod,& no other (hall be mine, 
till death ſeperate. It is not the way for thee , for the 6b- 
teyning thy baſe ends of thy wife to depart from her : (pity - 
it ſhonld ) but ratherto exaſperate her; Its cohabitation, 
which is bleſſed to ſodet breaches m tyme, not Separation, 
The praftiſe of the greater fort is fo rife now adiaies , that it 
grdwes cortinon,among the inferior fort,& will be a ſorein« 
curable. A deſertedLady,orGentlewo man, 1s become a com- 
mon notion. As one ſayd,now the dogs barke at the Maſters 
of family, when they returne, as ifthey were abſolate ſtran- 

ers: forgetting themas they did their wives. Oh (hamelLet 

ings that be wile keepe neere their Crowns! and husbands 
that would be happy, neere their wyves : not tarning Iew 
and Sehitan wha intermeddle not . Such hasbands,as care 
not thetnſelves to become whoodremongers;or tomake their 
wives as good as themſelyes,let them depart. But let all 6- 
thers, dwell together with them as ment of undefftanding, 
brin ing in honor to their Marriage by this perſonal duty. 
o yh {dr this chapter, and firſt vffice of the man, be ſpo- 
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Proceedes to the ſecond Perfonell duty of 
the man: Providepce. 


] Proceed according to my order , to theſecond {everall 
dutic efthe husband, & that 35 in one word, Providence. 1 (yy of the 
AS he is the husLand 1n name,(9 muſt he bee in deed: he muſt Husband, Pro- 
play the good husband. Neither hath he his namo fer noght: viderice. 


or the husband is as the houſe-band , which ( as the cor- 
ſtone to the ſid:'s of the lang ) holde zo all the parts of 
the houſe: which would ſoone diflolye and cracke,if{under 
God ) his providence d:d not ſupport it. He is the ſteward 
both for his wife , and hunfelfe : eſpecially withqut dores: 
He is aot to put his witc to it,as one inſufficient himſelfe to 
menage it,hu (confidering ſhee hath her hands tull at home) 
he is to undertake the whole burden abroad : as becing the 
party, to whom ( by divine diſpenſation ) the credit of the 
well-ynprooving it, doth belong: and thertoce upoa whom, 
the ſhame of the contrary mult lye. God hath pur into hun 
a ſpirit of deeper inſight, forecaſt, prudence and prevention, 
then the woman,to this very end. And to ſay the truth;The 
Lord hath impoſed this burden upon kim in Adam, inſtantly 
up0 his fall,as the penalty for his baſe yeelding up his autho- 
rity to his wife, &cnſlaving his ſpirit ts hers when yet his tre 
will abode cnire.Truc it is Adam was to tilthe garden before 
his fall,even during his innocency:but that was a laaor moſt 
ſweet & contentfull unto him. To the finner doth;God give 


toile and ſorrow (({ayth Salomon) and ſo,fince hs (in,labor js Eccleſ. 2.26, 


waxena toyle and vexationto him, and 1s, ſo that now in 
the ſweat of his bro\ws,hce muſt get his living. He that ſhakes 
off this yoke, 13 a double Rabel, both a 7 gr firft charge 
in innacency , of not pvrnng , andſceondly againſt the 
penalty of ſucbzQing kimlſelte to travaile. InreſpeRt heerof, 


Job layth: Man is as naturally borne to labor,as the ſparkes to Iob.s.y. 


Ay,upward : as naturally deputcd by God to the one,as ſab- 
Je by his owne {into the other;as the Ebrew, word[_guaval)] 
Fr 3 1mports, 
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imports, which includes fin and toyle in one. The woman 
brings all her ſtate and ſtocke, putting it into his handes, 
reſigning it up to him as her agent, and the more able part 
to improove 1t:if he fajle her , he betrayes both' histruſt to 
trechery, and her ſtate to embezeling.. There be two ſorts 
of Infidells taxed by the Holy Ghoſt: the one in our Saviors 
wordes, Take yee no thought what ye ſhall put @n,or cate; 
for your father knowes what is meet for you. And why? 
Math-6,25.26 The jnfidells do but ſo: And the other by Parl. He that pro» 
vides not for his family, hath forſaken the faith, and is worſe 
1.Tim.5.8, then an Infidell ; Exceſle of providence, aſwell as defc of 
it,both are taxed by the name of heatheniſme. Thertforc,(o 
farre as good conſcience will permit , the man 1s bound to 
the Law of providence. He mult overſce the affaires of his 
Proy.27.23. owne houſchold , as Salomon ſpeakes, he muſt Iooke to the 
flockes of ſheep,and heards of cattel, laying in proviſion for 
the: by this one,urging the whole Baylyv71ck of providence 
requiſite for the ſupport of the family. And that which the 
z.C0r.7,33- Apoſtle ſpeakes, 15to the ſame purpoſe , That the husband 
lookes 1n his way , after the things of the world, that he ma 
pleaſe his wife : he ſpeakes not ef it, as of their blemiſh (lo 
they adde no excefſe and finto the aft ) but as a neceſlity 
1mpos'd by Gods Command. 
Reaſon of it Now as touching that point, that the husband in ſeverall 
* +0258 oh muſt cloſe with this ſpeciall duty of Providence,appeares by 
aonpiny ve by The honor which hereby he 'procures to the marryed condt- 
rand haw tion. And this I ſuppoſe no man will queſtion. For why? 
W herein ſtands the Princes honor,lave in the wealth of his 
ſabjzeas ? And wherin is the honor of a State ſave.ih both? 
what peace Can ſubſiſt, what ware can be ſupported withont 
wealth? Even fo here. The husband is the Prince of the fami- 
ly,, if he be baſe and beggerly, what is more ridiculous? 
what is fo pittifull ro behold , as a poore King , a 
titular Prince , that hata nothing to ſupport his ſtate, 
{ave a bare right ? beeing the whileft moſt fotlorne and for 
taken? So, how hall things belonging to the diet,attire and 
welfare of the family,be provided jif the Treaflire faile? And 
how aan that chuſe but fajle #5f Providence the channel! of 
= Wo this 


_—_” 


A Treatiſe of Marriage. 221 


— ———————_——_ ——_—_—_—_— 


this fountayne faile?If the Pilot of the ſhip be idle or a ſleep, 
what ſhall become of the ſhip ? . Muſt it not needes run on 
ground,and be ſwallowed up in the quick-ſands? And, what 
z diſhonor is 1t for him who ſhould compt it a more bleſled 
thing to give,then to receive, who ſhould reach out an almes 
to fix and ſeven,and do much good? himſelfe and his tamily 
tobecome burdenſome to others by his penury ? Eſpecially 
when,not the hande of God,(which can overthrow the belt 
providence)vut the 1mprovidence of the ydle or ill occupied 
husband hath procured 1t. , Again, when the husband honors 
marriage by this Providence, thoſe who fare well by it, ho» 
nor him backe againe with the rendition of his owne. The 
weake woman andthe ſhiftlefle children, ſecing whata 
prop , and father of a family the Lord hath ſet over them, 
acknowledge his Care, with honor to God, and reverencing 
tim,as the 1nttrument of their welfare, next under God. He 
reſembleth after a ſort , God himſelfe , whom Pax! calls the 
Father upon whomallthe familtes of the earth depend , and 
are called by his name : whoſc honor it is to fill all with his 
bleſſing , to provide for all creatures their due food in ſeaſon, 
z5 they need it, with clothing and other things both for 
need and comfort : even fo, the eyes of all the family media- 
tely looke up to the Maſter therof, looking that by him as 
iſteward,the Lord ſhould furniſh them with neceſlaries;yea, 

toend this, how honorable is ſuch an husband , even in the 
eyes of them, among whom he lives? How is both Church, 
Commonwealth , & Towne bcholding to ſach, as are pro- 

vident,for the upholding of peace,the Goſpell,& the poore? 

If all were Carcles Husbands what muſt become of all theſe? 

Some I grant ſhall ever be poor, but theſe ſubliſt in all theſe 

ods by the aide of the Provident , when as ſpendthrafts 

donothing but pull downe the houſe with their: hands. 

The concluſion is, If the perſonall diligence of the husband 

doſo mach honor his marriage , he hath good cauſe to put 

to his beſt care,to be provident. 

But here 1s the queſtion , wherein this Providence of bis 
confiſts > For anſwer wherto : 1 conceive that this point, 
mipht tempt mce to enter znto a Commonplace of Provis 
FE 4 dence 
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veſt, dence; ButT will waive that inthis place, attending the 
Tn what con- Pointe as hereit ſtandes, cutting off whatſoever doth ng 
hits n? peculiarly touch this relation. I lay then , This gift {tands in 
Anſw. Jandry points. Firſt and principally,itRandes in learning per- 
Firſt _ on feRly the trade of his way, even while heis yang : If there 
IP - muſt be teachers, Teach a childe &c. then there muſt belear- 
of his way, Ners: This is the Semmary of Providence in husbands that 
Prov.6.6, they have learned thair way, in youth. There muſt then bez 
forefigh: of things to come,in youth;and a willing {uvjeFi- 
on of themſclvcs to ſuch wiſedome and painfulnefle , as may 
enable them, with Skill ſuthcient in theirtrade of life ( what 
ſort ſoever it bee of ) to bee provident. The very Piſmire is 
taug ht by inftin& : but its not ſo heer , man muſt be trayned 
with much adoe , and diſcipline , to be provident. I irft by 

Y wiledome , he is toſhun all unlawfull , ſcandalous and ba 
Shunnino ui» WAYES'0r Trades of life; & apply himfelfe tothat way which 
lawful races. 3S.molt warrantable,g beſt agreeaole to his natu-e( whether 
ingenuous,or mechanicall:) and that by the dire&tion of tis 
witeft Governors and friends. Mocke trades favoring half 
of idlenes, halte of worke,'baſe Trades which import a ſhif- 
ting, indire& and 1llreported way of Support , and profane 
Crodleoſſe Trades of life mult be abhorred. Snch as to bea 
Scrving man for inheritance,tokeepan Alehouſe or bowling 
Alley,to be aſtageplayer, Dancer or thelike. Secondly he 
muſt compaſle for himſelf throughGods bleflin”7,by the lear- 
ning the:miſtery of this or that meet Trade,ability & expert- 
enceto himaſclte;tomake him a provident husband. He mult 
bavc his eyes in his headto obſerve and marke the ſecret of 
He 2 noer BS Way,that he may get-inſightand experience; he muſt not 
wiſed on 4 bedo wile in hisowne way , as to Night them who ſhould 
wſght,nor teaCh him the right way , which may-maynteyne him after- 
ſcormng them ward : But he muſt ſuoye@@himfelfe with teachablenefle to 
that caa duet qheir direftion , that an habite of Skill may accrue therby. 
For, not onely through the tatall lacke of a trade , butthe 
halfe t:ll inthe tradegand incxpertnefle therin , many of all 
ſorts,yrocure to themſelves moRt-uncomforable and-{hifting 
courſes in marriage , Whether bred to meanes , or wantug 
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"Fo this, Oy ecriofity and. giddinefſe of braine, it med- 


fog with many trades, and fickle weaririefſe m attending Curic fi y in 


thine owne , catrying # buſice heart and eye over the cr:dcs mult be 


4 bliorred. 


rides 6f others , having matiy ifons in the fire at once, 
ſothat fome rmwſt feeds be marred : this ertor maſt be ab- 
horred. And there 1s none mote common: and yet very 
dangerous , ſtealing away the heart from a ſetled applying 
efthe mind to one thing , diftraQing it to many : as we ſee 
how many curious btaines , ptying into things beyond 
their skill, and trying concluſions , for the fatisfying of their 
humorous ſpirit , have layd all their eſtare and hopes in the 


Thirdly a ſtock muſt follow skill,to helpe the improoving 


ofskill. The beft husband may fit (till , if he want where- The 


ec mud be 


withall. Yet, we muſt know a little Rock is a ſtock, as well 2 ſtocke lelle 
28a great one, all have not the hke abilities, but all ſorts muſt 27 Tore 50 oc- 


be occupied about their ſtocks,more or lefle. They who have 
bat one talent, have ſutable expences, or contentment if 
lefſe : they muſt not bury it, but 1mploy it, as farte as a little 


4 UPI, 


will extend,looking at the promiſe ; Though thy beginning "IP" 


bee but ſmall, yet thy latter end ſhall bee full of encreaſe. 
Although other trades ontſtrip them by their ſtockes, yet 
they go not ſo faſt forwarde but providence and bleſing 
may follow , and lometyimes overtake them, if there be faith 
2nd _ to wayte, and not be d.fcouraged, Each mans 
focke is his owne, or ought to bee; Snch as have not 
the patietice to bee doing with a little , but mnt haſteh 
beyond rule;ts benewcadiahe a ſtocke together, or to fol- 
low their firſt Credit out of breath, till they loade themſelves 
with more dealings then they can digeſt, ate not like to at- 
teyne to mugh , but lay a foundation of Bankerupts. For,a 
competentſtock followed with moderate dilgence,though 
tbe fare of no great encreaſe,yct (uſually) frees the owner, 
from excefflive loſſes: which are much worſe then flow 
funes. 


Fourthly, skill and Stocke beeing gotten , ( thongh ſome application of 
edes con!it more in manuall worke then ftock, anu others hiwlelte co 
the aRivicy of ebe mynde , not the body ) there muſt be an» ©! je, 
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applying 
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of the one to the other , elſe providence fayles. The upper 
milſtone of skill muſt run upon the other,of Stock. The hand 
& the ſaw are not enaugh to cut the log in two, there muſt be 
an hand of life , to moove and draw the one upon the other; 
and ſo,ſome what comes of it. This Mort-maine of ſloth will 
ſpoile providence, what skill and ſtock ſo ever there beebe- 
ſides: & therfore there muſt bee all dexterity,cheerfulnes,and 
painfulnes exerciſed to keep life in a trade. A wiſe,ſeaſons- 
ble taking in of wares , of Commodities, at the beſt hand, 
paying old ſcores, cre new bee made , warily:and a putting 
oftin teaſon , not overpaſhng our beſt marquet and epportu- 
nity;an accomodating,plyable and acceptable ſpirit to tra 
fique with others, (a fine gift tobe a Chapman if it go with- 
out baſcnes and flattery, and with truth and ſimplicity, ) 
To beeas ready to put off, or take in, without eyther raſlines 
in the one,or covetuuſnes in the other; arc all meet proper- 
ties for a provident husband. The Apoſtle Rom. 1 2.1 1. hath 
one {weet rule for this: Not ſlothfall in buſineſle, but fervent 
in {pirit,ſcrving the Lord. q. d. So far as Gods worke is not 
hindred by our ewne, its a comely fight to ſee a man aQve 
in his employment. The dil1gent hand(ſaith Sa/omer)maketh 
P:oy.10.4, TFich:and,in all labor there 1s abundance,ifit be wife.He ſayd 
not amifle that ſayde, 1 love when I cate my meate to eate 
heartily,and whenlI am at work, to follow it cloſely:ſo to do 
each thing as if(tor the preſent)I did nothing el{e.Its a com- 
mon ſaying,He that keepes his ſhop, his ſhop will keep him. 
The ſpeech is uſuall. Its not enough,not to be idle, except a 
man be well occupied too: early up,& never the neerer,1isto 
{mall purpoſe. A wiſe,judicious head is as good a toole for a 
Trade, as a nimble apprehenſion ; leſt coſt withont wit, 
proove waſt.Here then obſerve ſome Rvles. 
Rules for dili- Farlt begin thy ation and workmanſhip with God : aud 
peut improve. the rather if thy ſervice be the worke of Study, of the mind 
ment, eſpecially. Truſt not thine owne wiſdome, but commit thy 
Vicy.16 3. | waicSto God. That fo, as thou haſt ſhunned a bad trade, io 
hb thou maiſt abhoreall baſcnefle in a good one, which eaſily 
no it with creepes in, under color. Its in vaine to build , except the 
by by \- 1, Lord bec the Maſter builder ; Except the Lord WabFAo 
7.4. | : j "ity, 
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City , in vaine are the watchmen : in vaine itis to cate 
brewne bread , and drinke water, riſing ea:ly, and lying 
downe late; for, he giveth reſt to his beloved. Many have 
miſcarried in their thrift and proſperity ; no man cantell 
how,or why?ſave only that irreligien hath bred a ſecret can- 
ker,1nd ſhut God out of doores. I have noted it,fome cannot 
keep out the waters from flowing in , and wealth from en - 
creaſing, while they in a manner fic ſtill : and others fray it 
away by their eagcrncfle. For che one coun:s it the honour ef 
cheir Faith to ir ſtill, (thy ſtreogth ſhall be to fir ſtill ) and Efvy. 30. 7. 
make no haſt : the other by their haſt, fill themſclves with 
ſnares. God will be the chicfe myſtery in all trades : not Ma- 
nu-faRuarics and Merchandize oncly, but even Sciences,and 
ingenuons Studies : even Scholers muſt place the Bible a- 
bove all their bookes : and all ſorts of {ct praicr above, and 
before all their worke. 

Yet ſo make Gods providence Chicfe, as not deſtroying Rule 2. 
thine owne. Beware of baſe c@waidly Sloth. Eaſe flajce Yer deitroy 
the foole, both body and ſoule. It pu's na-id in boſome, but "ot thine 
is loath to pull it out. Its like F-cob , for froſt and heate,and 2%: 
all wcathers ; it frames lyons in tie way, if it ſhould put Prov, r, ; 3. 
foorth jt felfe, JnSkirg in a bed of 1dJenefle, loathing aftion. 

Suck ſhould not cate. The 1icris the companion of the prey, 18 g. 
waſter ; whiles he rolles upon his ninges, foldes his hands 
and yanes after more ſlcepe and floth, nc hiſtens poverty up- 
on himſclfe, as the neceflity of an armed man. The thernes 
on his backſide are his Emt lem. Yet abhorre being ill occu- 
picd,as much as floth. There is a golden mcaſure in all things: 
Our proverbe ſaith, better ſit for naugh*,* hen (tir for naught. 
Raſh, hcadlong, wilfull, in4ilcreer buſying a mans ſelte, 
may proove werlc thealying in bed : as foine eager ons, 
keep wares ( at a good price offred ) -ill they proove trath : 
Itsa quettion whether there be more husbands proove beg- 
gers by the pot and pipe, then by overmuch nimblenefle , 


and deepnefle in the world, and medling too much Rule 2 
Thirdly , a good husband mult beware of loathing and , ; *.- 
weariſomenceflc in his calling ; when gaines come aotin, þ kings qar- 


according ts thy expcRation;, .and deſert. ( for 1 Ipeake - with thy 
G 8g ſtul Cling, 
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Rule 4. 


Subj: £m to 
Goduinazc 1] 
ling. 


Deut. 33. 3, 


9. 10, 
3, lim. 2,15. 


fill to all Artiſts, both ſtudious, and manual!l ) Looke nat at 
other trades of quicker returne and diſpatch , to bring thee 
out of conceit with thine owne. Abide in the vocation, 
wherein Gol hath pitcht thee. Hold the trade of thy youth, 
till old age ; leaveit not, either becauſe thon thriveſt net 
faſt enough , or becauſe thou haſt thriven enough already ; 
ſtill ſhew that thy trade is not thine onely objec. I deny 
not , but ſoine caſes there may be, wherethe trade may be 
altred : as when (tockis wanting, without dangerous ber- 
rowing upon uſury : when its ſo ſunke, that it affords no 
competency for the family : when ſome other is offred 
wherein as much $kill as inthe former , or tome marke, 
of providence appeares that the change is from God. But, 
to pick quarrells with our trades,that we might turne to ſuch 
as we conceit to be ſpeedier for returne and gaine,, that we 
might be rid of our 0wne, threatens future miſery under the 
ſpeciouſaclc of preſent commodity : To goe through many 
trades, 15 the high way to beggery. 

Fourthly,ſubjed thy ſelfe to thy trade of life,not for gaine 
ſake,but for conſcience, ( whether thou get er not ) as that 
yoke which God hath put upon thy necke, to try thee : to 
tame thy ſloth, pride and other ſinne , that the penalty of 
Adams curſe , may become to thee (as facebs curſe npon 
Levi, through his obedience to God, became to him) a bleſ- 
ſing. The travail of the husbands hands,and labour may poſſi- 
bly be made to him ( as the travaile of the wombe 1s made 
to the belicving wife) a benefit and favour, Onely there- 
bellion of anunſubje& heart to the obedience of God, ( in 
what kind ſeever ) brings a curſe. Therichelſt man, yea the 
Gentleman, mult hold his trade {t\ll ; the poorelt alſo mult 
abide 1n it : both, as intheir vocation. The Lord tries there- 
by, the faith, patience, meekeneſle, bounty, thankfulneſte , 
{c}tedemiall, uprightnefle and paines of the husband. Its not 
given for men to fledge themſelves and mipe their fethers 
by, but to avoide temptations and ſnares, which if we avoid 
Not, but inCurre neverthelefle (as moſt doe) we turne Gods 
remedy into ag encreaſer of the diſeaſe : that is,an occafion 


of cager weuldlines ſurfiting with cares and cxecflc, a baite 


of 
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of oppreſſion, nſury and uarighteeuſnes. Beſides by the cal- 
ling, the Lord would teach a Chriſtian hasband, to know, 
what that portion is which hee purpoſes to alot him, and 
what not : and doth thereby ſerve his providence in the 
competent ſupport of us, and ours, without fin and forro w. 
For, ſuch is the portion of the righteous. 

Fittly, beware of moiling and tolling in the world, onely 
to pocket np and hoard treaſure and (tere, filling our bellics 
with Gods hidden ſtore ( as David P/al. 17. deſcribing the 
ungodly,ſpeaketh ) which one day will bring a waſting and 
conſumption as faſt , either upon our ſelves, or ours. But 
abhorre all ſich aiming to enhance our ſelves above others 
for the jellity and pride of life. This is the caſt of moſt men, 
ifonce become great, to beſtow all upsn their pleaſures, in 
hawking, gaming , predigality and wanteneſle, that the 
might have much the more ( as that heathen ſaid ) to ſatisfy 
their luſt and appetite. To ſet their wives, children and 
ſelves on float inthe bravery of buildings, in curious faſhi- 
- ons, or coftly apparrell, and the like. The Lord can pluck 
your plumes quickly, if wee drinke to be drunke, or forget 
our beginning to bee fromthe dunghill : ( as indeed none 
crowe prouder then ſuch baſe ones ) keepe we modera- 
tion then, and be ſober : God tries us by proſperity, what is 
inus; we may enjoy the travell of our hands, and the bene- 
fit of our welfare, fo, that prodigality on the one fide , and 
bale niggardiſe on the other, ( which commonly in this ſclt- 
loving world concurre ) be abhorred. 


Sixtly, (which perhaps te ſome may ſecme ſtrange) God Ryle 6. 
will have thee maintaine thy husbandry and providence, ” Ser rc God 
- With thy ct 


ing. Looke about thee and ſee what objets Ged hath ©*<-(c- 


ſerving him with the encreaſe of thy labour, and his ble 


planted for thy bounty to be beſtowed upon. Thy wealth 
ft be a ſtanding poole, will ſtinck and baine thee ; If itbe 
a ſtreame, it will be ſweet, and all the bulke ſhall be pure 
untothee. As in the Manna , all had their due ; the plenty 
of the gatherer of much, abounded to the ſupply of him that 
lacked. By the decaies of others, God tricth thee. If when 
blefling cemes in upon thee, thou welcemelt it with an evill 
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ciefaying, This is little enough to pay debts , this will dg 
well to encreaſe my ſtocke, this is for the clothing of my 
children , I will ſpend this upon coſtly apparell for my wifc: 
and all that comes 1s onely for thine owne uſe ; andthon 
ſhrinkſt up the bowels of thy compaſſion {0 much the more: 
know,this will deſtroy all as a Canker bred 1n a fayre apple: 
Nogſay thus, This plenty will ſerve mee , and God too: part 
of this (ſhall ſupply the detects of my faychfull Miniſter, poor 
decayed neighbowi,ſuch a poor widdow,fuch poore O: fans, 
poor Students at Vniverſity : haſt thou ſuch a:heart to the 
poor members of Chrilt , ( that no complaints may be heard 
1n thy ſtreets, that thou, and they 1aay meete together and 
worſhip God with the more joy full hearts, that the Goſpell 
and religion of God may be ſupported , both in peace and 
eſpecially in perſecution ? Its a ligne , that "God meanes to 
make thy horne full , and thy winepreſle to burſt with new 
wine: well continue, & doe ſo itill;try the Lord if he will not 
require thee: Thy goo1zcfſe cannot reach unto the Lord him- 
ſeltc;l-t it extend to his {aints & (uch asexcell in vertue;Sed 
Pſ2).16.2.3. thy treaſure to heaven before thee , calt thy bread upon the 
waters,tru{tGod,& after many daics,if thou truit God,it ſhal 
returne againe. Many rich husbands profeſſe religion,lut all 
Eccdeſ.11,1, theirferving of God,is no other,the the pooreſt Chriſtia may 
performe: to pray,heare, conferre: But as for the dutie they 
owe to God as rich men , they Caſt it behind their backe. 
They thinke that their workes ſhould hinder their faith; and 
ſo hoard up hundreths, yea thouſands together , but do no- 
thing till God by degrees, waſt and conſume both them and 
their poſterity, asa mothgand at laſt roote themup quite, out 
of the land of the living. Beware of this curſe therfore. 
Rule. Seventhly,if any aff onts,lofles,ill ſuccefſe,or diſcontents 
T. k. 1. Hies 55 befall thee, 1n thy courſe of providence , by ill debtors, fer- 
well as gays vants,children ; looke up in thine innocency with cheerful- 
pariently and nes to the ſmiter; aſwell, as in thy gaynes. Both are alike 
cONtuuted'y. from himgevento weane thee from the 1weer milke of thoſe 
breſts , which thou art, loth to be weaned trom, to knocke 
thee off from hence;and to prepare thy {ſpirit tor better wel- 
far. ;Bec patient ; Trades are as the ſuv, which though it fet 
over 
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over night , yet returnes in the morning ; /ebs latter dayes, 
after he had been tried,” prooved happier, then the former; 


And, when both the mizer and waſter , ſhall both be left to leb.42.10. 


wantythe Lord yer ſhall ſulteyne thee,and thy faith ( which 
yet the world thinks will buy no meate inthe marquet) ſhall 
be fuch currant pay in heaven, that it ſhall purchaſe thee a- 
Lundance uvon earth. , "s 

To conclude, let all thy providence determine in this full 
point. 


Rule 8. 


That herevy,thine heart may rejoice, thon and thy Be jurtuli 1n 


wife enjoying the truite of thy travaile,that thou maylt not ?l! ky Jabor 
belike to them,that roſte not that, they got in hunting. For * er «he ſun. 


what hath a man of all that ſore travaile and labor, which as 
a foore fon of Adamyhe hath taken hereunder the ſun ? ſave 
that a man eat and drinke, and cheere his heart in the good- 


nes of the giver: and rej vice in the wife of thy youth: let her © 9! 5-18 
ſhare with thce. 1 meane not as Job faith, That he kifle his 1b, 31.27. 


owne hande , and magnity the Idoll of his provident head, 
ſaying; All this hath mine hand gotten : nor that he ſoake 
kunſclte in the Creature , and fct himſelte to looke upon the 
ſun in her brightnes,and the Moone in her encreaſ2,adoring 
the out ward meanes, and denying the Almighty : this were 
Idolatry and Sacriledge; No,but quietly and thankfully pray- 
ſing God,and rejoycing (as thoſe f/raelires were charged to 


do when they brought their firſt tiuires ) inall which they nec. 


put forth their handes unto. Taking with a loving right 
hand , that which God reacheth out, cauſing themſelves to 
ſerve him with a glad heart, for all which the Lord hath don 
for them: Better thus,then as many do,purting and ſtopping 
up in holes & corners,inan ragge, or in the ground: & per- 
haps here one debtor running away withan hundreth,there: 
another cheater with hfry ; or pethappes, a theete digging 
thorough & ſtealing as much in another kynd. To thewicked 
God gives toyle and vexation of body.of ipirit, ore diſcon- 
tent then all their plenty can breed peace: wheras the reſt of 
the Righteous is ſweet, bee their portion more or lefſe ,tho-: 
rough the good will of him that dwelt 1n the bulh, added to 
their Providence. See then, that it be ſo,that thou play not 
the bloCk under all merCics,lo that neither a good day ſhould: 
Og 3 | mend, 
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mend,nor a bad paire thee. But firſt for thy outward conditi- 
on , proportion thine expences according to thy revenews, 
as ncer as thou Ccanſt : keep downe thine heart,and then its 
lawfull for thee to live according to thy meanes. Cut thy 
coate according to thy cloth , rather living at an under then 
an over ns hea its eaſierto fall then toriſe, and yet 
underſtanding what ſcantling God gllowes; yet better be a 
cheerfull diſpenſer, then a baſe niggardly grudger at the uſe 
of what God hath given. As the good woman ſayde, hus- 
band better ſpend it freely as God ſendes it , then knayesrun 
away withall. The for thy ſpicituall courſe,let thine heart be 
doubly and trebly cheerfull in the Lord, ſaying with her, my 
Soule magnifies the Lord , and my fleſh rejoices in his falya- 
tion: If] ought to make him my ſtrength in the loweſt ad- 
verſity : although neither vine ſhould beare grapes , nor the - 
olive her fruit,although there were neither Calfe in the ſtall, 
nor bullock in the ftocke : how much more then, when my 
pres are .anoynted with oile, and my ftreames run full of 

utter and hony? And ſo much: (if not too much) for the an» 
{were of this queſt.on, wherin providence ſtandes. 

I conclude all with uſe : and firſt of reprodfe ( for this 
point is fruttfu.l in unfruicfulnes; firſt , how many husbands 
are there, who(contrary to the vowes made to their wives in 
this behalfe,at their entry upon marriage) caſt off this burden 
from themlelves, & lay 1t wholly upon the weake ſhoulders 
of their wives? In the mean while themſelves bearing them» 
ſclvesupon the fidelitye or thedrudgery of the wife at home, 
go abroad, and open the fluce andfloodgates of prodigality 
and waſtfulnes, that all the labour of the wife at home, can» 
not damme up the waters. They ſpending and ſpeyling more 
abroad in an houre,then the woman can patch up or redreſle 
at home in a weeke:and fo outſtrip her way, by their owne, 
till all be broughtto ruine! Ohlthe miſery of ſuch wives thar 
ſuffer,ſhould I ſay, or rather husbands that procure it: but in- 
deed both one and other? Others leave their houſes at large, 
committing all to wyndand weather, toſfinke or ſwim, while 
they tollow their luſtes, companies & pleaſarcs;without con- 
troll.7 hus, wotully inverting the method of Ged,in xs. 

aying 
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kying a double loade upon the weaker party”, till herſhoul- 
ders cracke againe: who yet undertake 1tto ſhun ater debt, 
ind yet at laſt fall into it neverthelefſe: To theſe adde ano- 
ther ſort of fach as enter into marriage withont any calling 
it all, having brought this ſnare npon them'elves by negle& 


2. 
Bianch. 


tolearne the trade of their youth, for vanities fake , and ſer- Neglecers of 


ving their lates, and ſo,(although they repent them oftheir learning their 


folly,yex ſtill they are deſtitute of $k1ll m ther vocation, and Trade, 


{expoſe themiclves to a vaine & weariſome conrle of life, 


to many ſnares and temptattons,as this for one, baſcly to live 
won ufury: and wanting $kill to bargeine, buy & ſell, eyther 
they mult ive upon the ſtocke, till it be ſpent, and then runne 
wand downe thifring & Hanging upon every mans ſleeve, 
er elſe live upon the ſweat of other men, while they live idly 
that , of all other members of the Common wealth, the 

xemoſt uſd effe to themſelves & noyſome to others. Thirdly 


Lyvers upon 
their rſucy 
od:ous. 


others, who under colour of religion and zeale, waxe Care- Iaprovidence 


kſſe,in matter of Providence, and in a diligent watching to under color of 


their calling, and lawfyll employments, thinking it a veniall Religion 
error , yea a Playie to them , that having ſomewhat totake 101%. 


oo, yet they are not worldly : to whomit may be replyed. 
Neither are you provident husbands, to mainteyne your fa- 
miles: for know ye, that faithfull attendance to a calling, is 
fare from worldlynes:that is,rather the honor of Chriſtian 
husband,to be providet.Nay,ſome will run out fro their ſhops 
& Trades,(as men weary of worke)from houſe to houſe, hi- 
ther and thither;and all under colour of religion, as to heare 
lermons ten or twenty miles oft, in the weeke day ( their 
wyves and children becing unprovided the whiles)and bee- 
ng poore men,and behind hand ,abide by the 3.or 4.daies in 
paces, to confer, to repeate Sermons, t@utter ſoine gift of 
their owne,as their memory, or Prayer,or broach ſome new 
point of their owne deviſing, or lament the evills of others: 
(things good,in their kind, and withintheir compaſſe}, but) 
#they hai.dle them, mot odious and unſcaſonable. And 
thus, they delude ſuch as are ſimple mynded Chriſtians, rob 
them of their goods , under theſe colors , by their craving, 
owplayning or berrowing; wheras, children and wife at 
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home, famiſh , and themſelves by ſuch bad cuſtome, more 
and more wax unfit and diſabled for the worke of proyi- 
dence : whereas, during this time, they might have gain'd 
more at home by labour,then they can ſcrape up by their ill 
courſes, beſides the reproach to religion. Theſe are inordi. 
nate livers. 

Fourtkly, others , not having beene train'd up early , in 
ſome lawtull trade of life, are faine to take up baſe and dif 
honorable waies and thitts toliveupon ; as, to get licenſes 
for Ale- houſes, to ſer up houtcs for tipling, dicing and plea- 
ſures; others, ſhiowding theuiſclves under the wing of 
great perſonages, ſetup Bowling-allics, to tollin the Ge: 
try to paltimes, ( which they are much more prone too then 
to workes of Charity ) aud fo, they wi kdraw inhabitants 
from their trades , 1po1le their tervants with 1dlencfle, and 
toll in poore men of the country to drinke and ſpend their 
monies, and when the raine hinders their ſports , then to 
their cardes and dice within : And fuch are the remedies 
of men , whe having ſpent their youth in 1dic ſervice, mult 
live upon the fin of others, and the overthrow of the coun- 
try. Others, through idlenefle play the vagabonds, and take 
their vagarics, ſeeking their fortunes, withinor beyond the 
ſcas, or play the Paraſites to Gentlemen , ſerving alltheir 
turnes for their advantage,and moſt ſinfully betraying them 
to wickednefle. Others ſpend their time, in deviling andli- 
ving by their wits, cleaving to youag heires, difſolucc ſpend- 


Yorg heires, thrifrs, to fill their bellies. Nay,howmany heires themſelves, 


w 1 tull, Over» 
throwing their 


Marciagts. 


who might have ſubſiltcd cemfortably , either in their Pa- 
rents families,or upon their inheritances; and follewed ther 
callings with ſucccf{c,and bleſting : yet, falling upon lewd 
companions, and waxing looſs and un rideled in their 
manners , either match themſelves baſely an4 contrary to 
their Parents aimes, or if married better, abandon wife and 
children, give themſelves wholy to whoring , gaming, riot 
and waſting of their ſuvſ{tance, till chey have ſtript them- 
ſelves of meanes, wit,and honeſty, to theunſpeakable vex+ 
ation of Parents, if they live to be witneſſes, and of the ut- 
ter defolation of ſoules and bodies, wite and poſterity? How 
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isthe country peltred with ſuch vermin ? How doth the 
Divell by this meanes, uphold his Kinzgdome , ( for he hath 
fit covers for ſuch cups) and hereby gather kites to the 
carrion , fits them with ſherkers and horſl-aches, who by 
flattering and admiring them for their bounty, ſqueeze out 
all from them , and leave them as Gulls ! Oh ye fooles! _ : 
how long will you delight in eating and devouring your 

owne fleſh? will no perſwaſion enter, till ( as Samp/on 

was from his Dalila ) ſo ybu be haled from your luſts , and 

like fooles to the ſtocks : that is from taking of purſes by 

the high way, and (uch cheats,you be haled to priſon, to the 

gallowes, to hell it ſclfe, without mercy ſtop you ! Oh! you Digrc ti n 144 
Parents , ceaſe your raking and ſcraping up of goods for mon tory cg 
ſuch ſpendthiifts ! or, tor, you know not what ends, tor the Parents. 
encreafing ( to bee ure ) of forrow to your ſelves, while 

you live, and of ſinne, when you are gone ! Doe good with 

that you have, left Cod ſting you in thoſe childeeir, and 
childrens children, for whom you as baſely hoard, as they 

power out (infully ! Sooth them up no longer in their finne, 

who are like to bring your hoare- heares with ſorrow to 
the grave ! 

Fifthly,how many husÞands are there, who by their heady POOR" 
Mmprovidence., cither borrowing to ſtock themſeves more V ys ny 
then ever they can pay, or {clling their wares underfoot, to "ies 
procure preſent monies ( by whicha while they teed their overflockinge, 
Creditors) do for a ſhort time ſet w> their top ſailes,a while, = derſellicgs, 
bearing it out with other mens wealth, and when they can 2% huban- 
hold nolonger then they leave them in the lurch: many fuch ae 
wretches, ruining the whole fanulies of many better hus- 
bands thenthemiclves, with their wives and children. More 
fit (in trch ) to be hang'd up, then to peſter a Common- 
wealth : and ſome other maintaine their ſtate and pompe 
by ſuch deſperate comſes , even ander a colour of rehgion, 
cauling hundreths at once to make outcries againft protef- 
ſors, when they prove Bankrupts. Adde fixthly to theſe 
tuch hotſpurres as willnot be 1dle,but runne into another ex- 
treame of wilfulneſſe , raſhing upon matters beyond heir 
$kjill,and reack:affecting plots and inventions of gauegcither 
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by Adventpres, or by new ManufaQures , reſolved eyther to 
winne the ſpurres,or to lofe all. And fo, they have lo{t all 
indeed, and withall drawne tnany with them (who were as 
om of gayne) into deepe expenees and forfeits of their 
{tates,and indeed they arc both well enough ſerved, to teach 
them ( as Pan! ſpeakes) to follow their owne affaires with 
quietnes. Others weary of their ſlow-paced Trades, deſirous 
to haſten them , how do they enlarge their providence, (ra- 
ther theirgreedines)as hell, thruſting as many irons at once 
into the fire,as they can come by: adding houſe to houſe, and 
farme to farme,borrowing upon cight,(gayning ſcarfe four 
inthe hundreth,yet dreaming of golden mouataynes. Till at 
laſt,(the miltreſle of fooles teaching them too late )they per- 
ceive, their haſte to have brought foorth blind whelpes,and 
with they had made no more hafte,then good ſpeed, Eighly, 
how ordinary a courſe now adaics 1S1t with men, ( asl 
touched before ) to — with their callings, that they 
might change them,and ſeeke others,tilI(as the dog catching 
at the ſhadow ) they loſe the fleſh, and forfeit that they 
have: which is, to caſt their preſent reall c{tate upon the 
Caſual and uncerteyne hope of things to come. 

Yet ſince this ecca{ion is offced, I ſpeake not, as if all de- 
ſerting of a calling , or diverſion from it, for a time, were 
unwarranted. For ſometime it ſo falls out by providence, 
that a man deſerts Country andall, and departs to ſucha 
place, as willnot admit a poſſibilitie of the exerciſe of his 
calling : ſo that inthe one, he muſt needes yeeld the other. 
Azaine , ſometimes the outward members , ſenſes , and the 
jaward abilities of a min deſert him, and diſable him from 
his calling: when as yet ſome lighter employment may per- 
haps befit him wellenough. Neccſtiy of baniſhment cauſed 
many holy men,to make buttons and points for their living, 
who before had ſtudied and written books.Soalſo the trade 
may bee ſo grewne out of requeſt , eyther by multitude of 
Traders,or by deadnefle of the wares, that they cannot ſup- 
port the workemen : or they may bec ſolow, and require ſo 
mueh work to be done for mony;that a trader cannot live on 
them, Shall then the mayntenance of the family,hang _— 
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the ſtrit point ef not change of a calling * No in no ſort. 
But in theſe or any the like cafes,(wherof are many)the end 
awlt rule the meanes , and any other lawfull cons 

bes neereſt to the skill or fleight of the workman,is allowed, 
for the ſapport of the family. Onely let men beware,leſt out 
of afickle,ungrounded,lazy, wearifeme,covetous, reaching, 
a{piring ſpirit , they deſert not their Callings : and , if they 
nceds mult , yet let them chuze to divert rather from them 
for a tyme , and returne to them after, when providence 
yeelds opportunitie for it,then ſhew that they willingly and 
ſlightly were mooved to abandon them at the firſt. But this 
by the way. 

Endlefle it were, to mention all abuſes in this kynde : but 


, which. 
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to finiſh, how many have wee, who through theirRebellion, U-ſubjeetivn 


will not be ſubje& to the duty of Providence? Others, who 
ſpoile all by improvidence, and having fold all, even their 
wy ves Clothes off their backe, make a mocke of it , ſaying 
It any Can make more of their wyves, then they have done, 
let them take them! How many others, who having gotten a 
faire eftate by their Providence, yet wait it as faſt , by their 
jollity and laviſhneſſe? making their houſes Through-faires 
tor Epicures, and boone compamons, diſquieting their poor 
wives from their ſetled family bufines, to wayt upon ſuch 
bate Companions, contraty both to her ſpirit & conſcience ! 
Or,ifnot,yet farre from honoring God with their Encreaſe, 
or their marriage, with wiſe diſpenſing of their eſtate. Theſe 
exceſſes have(as thou mayſt ſee good Reader)canſed mee to 
lengthen out this Argnment,as if I had not enly treated about 
marriage Providence,but providence in the generall, & the 
coutrary thereto. But I hope,that ſome may light upon what 
I haveſayd, & amend. Thus much for the utc of Reproofe. 

The latter uſe is Exhortation : Let all goed Husbands 
bonour their Marriage and the Lord , by a faithfull im- 


. Y/e. 
proovement of this duty of Providence. Let them avoyde all I REN; 


extremities,both on theright hand andleft:and in weldoing 
commend themſlelves to God as to a faythfull keeper , and 
God alſufticient. Let them neither goto worke carkingly, 
Bor yet careleflely.Let them abhorre ydlenefle,and yet _ 
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j1l occupiedneſle. And by that I haye ſayd of the ſin of Im» 
providence, let them learne the contrary ; and {o ſhall they 
(as much as in them yes) build up the, houle, give good ex- 
ample to their wivesto do thelike within, ſcrve God with 
cheerfulneſſe, and enjoy the fruit of their Travaile with 
contentedneſſc, when the {lothfull and prodigall ſhall periſh 
and vaniſh. And for this ſecond peculiar duty of the husband, 
viz, Providence,ſo muchgand for this Chapter, 
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Treateth of the third and laſt Perſonal Office of 
the man, Honor or Reſpectiveneſſe 
to bis wife, 


N OwT proceed to the third and laſt duty of the hus- 
band towards his wife , Which is honor , and due re- 
ſpec to his wife, The ground of which is the ordinance of 
God,by which,they are made one fleſh. For fo ſayth Aoſes, 
when the Lord had brought the womanto Adam, he em- 
braced her,ſaying, This 1s bone of my Bone,and fleſh of my 
Ach : Shee ſhalbe called woman ; becauſe thee is taken out 
of man, For this cauſe ſhall a man forſake his father and mo» 
ther , and cleave. to lus wife , and they t wayne ſhalbe one 
Acſh.Lo, with what honorable efteeme, he welcomes this his 
bleſſed compecre into the world. Now, its true, the wife 1n 
this reſpeR,oweth the like tye of tendernefle towards him: 
But,we mult know, this firlt lyes uponthe man;to her ward, 
becaulc he is the roate of the relation. Wee ſay that love de- 
{ccndes from theFather to the Clild,becauſe he is the founs 
dation of the reference,Not,but that mutualneſle is required; 
But the Originall roote muſt firſt impart himſclfe;Now upon 
this roote of union, the Apaſtle cnforceth this duty :. No 
man cyer hated his qwne fle{b; But nourithed & theri ſhed it 
as himfelfe : He then that hates his wife, is an unnaturall 
monſter, and devourcs his owne {icſh. He that loveth oy 
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wife , loveth himlelfe. We know, how it is in the body. 
Vnion of parts cauſing ſameneſſe and uniforme ſabſiſting 
in one , Procuring an exceeding tendernefle, compaſſion 
2nd ſympathic betwixt each member. So that although the 
foot {tumble and give the Body a fall, yet a man will not be 
(0 mad as to ſmite it, becauſe 1ts one with it ſelfe,and ſuffers 
the fame tall withit. So here. The ſameneſle of fleſh, which 
the woman hath with the man, makes him naturall and ſym- 
yathiſing towards her : and not to hurt or hate her in her 
weaknefie,and ſtumblings, but to bear with her,condole her, 
and count himſelfe to fuffer in her ;. his content, joy and 
welfare not to ſtand in himſelfe but in her, who 1s another 
{clfe,and therefore to beas willing to wound himfelfe, hurt 
and hate himſclfe, as to hurt her. 

By vertue of this union , and neerenefle it is, that there 
aiſethin the ſpirit of an husband (who is not degenerate,) a 
marvcileus natural and tender inſtin& of ſympathic towards 
his wife, in all her complaints, and infirmities. She is one 
with him in all things, one in fleſh, one in generation and 
poſterity, on<1n bleſſings and welfare, copartner alfo in all 
croſſes and wants-: All theſe are common : the husband 
ſhares with the-w-fc, and ſuffers jn all her diſcaſes, paines , 
trials fpirituall and bodily. Selte doth ill, and ſclflove is odi- 
ous, between neighbour and neighbour, yea ſtranger and 
ſtranger ; much more betweene father and child,brother and 
iſter : but meſt of all in this ſuperlative union of marriage , 
whercin two bodies may truly be ſaid to be linked into one 
foule. Here then te affect a ſingularity, a-privacy in ſo cloſe 
an union,and for the husband to be a nan by himſelte apart , 
from her who 1s one and the ſame fleſh with him , what a 
podigious ſelflove 1s 1t ? union breedes love, and love ,- ſym- 
pathy and compaſltion; but where ſclilove abides, union and 
love are ablent. And from hence it is, that in another place, 
the Apoltle addeth, giviog honour to the woman, as to the 
weaker vilcll : which giving of honour, is nothing clſe 
lave the peculiar othice of the husband to his wite, (and 
as] may tearme it , the way of his tendernefſe ) when as 
he willingly rcfignes up his manly authority ſometimes, and 
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wiſely abridgeth himſclfe of that power to the uttermoſt, 
which elſe he might uſurp over his weaker wife. And in 
ſtead therof, wiſely conſiders, its the honour of a man ſome- 
time to be under himſelfe, to forget his ſtrength : there isa 
providence, in the government of this vaſt world, andit 
ftands in the overruling of ſome inferior creatures, that they 
may not know their ſtrength over the ſuperior , but be kept 
within compaſle ( aS1t were) by a neceflary and naturall 
reſtraint. Even fucha voluntary tye hath the Lord put upon 
the more fierce and rough nature of the male to the female, 
that there may not onely be a conſent , from hurting and of- 
fending each other ; ( for ſo Lions and Wolves agree toge. 
ther ) but further , that there might be a vertuous and more 
generous forbearance of authority over the weake veſſel: 
As acknowledging , the headſhip of the man is given him 
not to diſcourage or deſtroy : but to dire, benefit and build 
up the wife. That as God cloathes the weaker members 
with the more honour ; ſo, wee ſhould condeſcend and 
vouchſafe the like reſpe& to the womans weaknefle. Al- 
though a proud, and baſeſpirit would hold his owne, leap- 
ing over the hedge , where it isloweſt ; yet a wiſe and un- 
derſtanding head, will of his owne accord yeeld, and give 
honour andreſpe& unto the woman as to the weaker vellel, 
Surely if a father be ſaid to ſpare his owne ſonne who teares 
him : and the Lord will be maſter even over the Parent,that 
he bee not bitter to his 'children to tread them under fteete, 
but count it his honour to paſle by the corrigible errors of 
his children : then what ſhould that ſparing eye, that indul- 
gent heart and hand, that honour and reſpeaiveneſle bee, 
wherby God ſwayeththe husband ( being but her equall ) 
towards his yielding and tender wife £ Andin a word, I 
fay this giving of honour, is the more ſpeciall way ofthe 
man, then of the woman : for though ſhe beſo to him, yet 
ina divers way, and in a more naturall kinde, as jt were aC- 
cording to her frame : for who takes it not for granted that 
a thing naturally framed to tendernefle, ſhould a& her own 
property, and give honour as due deſert to the husband? But 
mthe mans giving honour to her, there 1s a more vertuous 
al 
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1nd royal diſpoſition, that iS,*an abatement of the right 
irveltet in man , IcRt excefle of right might proove excefſe 
ofinjary? and a yeelding of that tendernefle and fymparthy, 
ont of mercy and love, which elfe neither perhaps the 
merit of the wite would require, but to be fure the {inlines & 
rouzhneſſe ofthe man would not eaſily contribute. 
And,of this, many reaſons may be yeelded : For why ? Is Reaſ.x 
there any thing gayned by Aufterity and roughnefle , when ;\,\..... oy. 
the dint therof returnes upon our ſelves? Is honor and reſpe&t ned by aulic- 
oft upon the wife, when it refles backe from her,upon her rity. 
husband? Isit not well deſerved on Gods part, when we not 
only behold what graces he hath put into the wife, as Trea- 
furc into a veſlel of earth:but alſo howlittle is got by the con- 
trary,whe a rough lusband too much yielding to that which 
scorrupt, doth turne edge therby in his wite,and force her 
tothat which ſeemes to be moſt d1ſgnized & againſt nature, 
that is,to be fierce againſt the husband? Agayne,as the Apo- Rea/. 2, 
tlefayth; Do we not willingly beare with fooles,our ſelves Wr « folks 
heeing wiſe ? And is it not as meete, that we beare with »iIlngly 
the weake,wee our ſelves beeing ſtrong? what a betraying, far, with 
ather a forfeit of a Maſculine (not to ſpeake of a religious,) 
ſpirit and a bewraying (not of a feminine, but )of a brutiſh & Rea/: 3. 
baſe folly,is it, when a woman ſhalbee faynt to bearewith an Gou his Com. 
husbands ſeelynefle and fraylty,as the ſtronger with the wea- mandement, 
ket? what a diſhonor is it to marriage? Beſides what an oblt- 
ratio doth a religious husband ſtand in to his yoketellow,for 
nfinite many fruits of love & ſervice to him in every kynd? 
Not to ſpeake of that command of God which is above all, 4. 
eee husband to his wife for conſcience fake, though Wee owe it to 
eeſhould fall ſhort of the duty : as once a good husband <brilli ins, 
kyd to anundeſerving wite, Blefſed bee God yet who hath 
given mee a wife who willdo this or that for mee upon ne- 
ver ſo unkynd termes? But,much more,if ſhee bedeſerving 
# his handes, for all hertendernes in ſicknes and health, is 
tmuch, if ſhee receive due honor andreſpe@ from him? If 
thou owe her thine owne ſelfe againe for thein, is it much, if 
thou repay tender efteeme & priling of her ? If then oughtſt 
tolay downe thy life kn ſome caſes even tor thy Chriſta 
rother 
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brother, rather then expoſe him by thine unfaythfulneſſe, to 
danger,how much more ſhould{t thou expoſe thy {clfe rather 
to the greateſt hazard , then betray her who is weake, and 
unable to bear:? Remember the preſident whom God ſendes 
thee to, the Lord Iefus : As heloved his Church, and gave 
himſclfe for it to the death, that ſhee might eſcape it;fo 
oughtſt thou toredeeme thy wife in caſe of ſuch a danger, 
when thy bearing will latch the blow from her. When the 
Lord Iclus was taken by the ſouldiers, If yee ſceke mee 
(faith he let theſe my chickens depart: Take not the damme 
on the neaſt with her birdes : Let theſe de tree : let all the 
danger light upon my felfe. If then this tendernefſe mult 
extend to life 1t (elfe, ſurely then well may this tribute of an 
inferior ranke be ſhewed. But,I ceaſe to diſc ourlc the point 
any further. 

Well then ( will ſome kind husband fay ) wherein ſtands 
this reſpe@ and honor which I owe to my wiftc? I ſhould be 
lothto wrong her of ought, which ſhe might plead,(through 
my ignorance )er Which my ſelfe (if I knew it ) could be- 
teame her? well(in hope there ſhalbe no love loft )& thatthy 
wife will requite it, when as (in the next point) thee ſhall 
come to the like triall:1 will do her & thee this favor,here to 
Jay out her Priviledge,and thy duty. But firſt 11s not 1wiſf " 
gaine tO recognize breefiy,that which 1 ſpake of, the modcll 
& the Canon of this Duty : which the Apoſtle layes downe 
thus, As Chriſt loved his Church. Before,he had fayd , He 
that loveth his wife , loveth himſelfe ; But, knowing, that 
ſclfe 15 ſometyme an il] judge and crooked ruls ; he amends 
it,by a better, evgnthe Golden Rule of that honor and re- 
ſpect of Chriſt towards his Church, which never taylcs or 
excecdes the mediocrity. hat is the that indulgence & ten- 
dernefſe which thy {elfe would(t either wiſh or looktor from 
Chriſt thy head? Tc ach thy (clf,therby,thy othice to thy wite, 
(in the meaſure of thy Grace)& tender it to her. Dolt thou 
dire alway to be accepted of him, & tind grace in his fight? 
Let thy wite hnde the ike from thee. Wouldeſt thou have 
him doe all thy workes in thee and for the ? Show thou the 
like Grace to her,do thou like wiſc:require not the uttermolt 
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ſervice from her,but let her doc ail in the comfort of thy love 
& acceptance. Wouldeſt thou have him compt all thy deeds, 
not according to ftrit law and performance of full 
meafure, but according to ſincerity of endeavor ? Do thou 
alſo ſo eſteeme of hers, according to the will and affetion 
whence they proceed, though they faile neverſo in degree. 
Wouldſt thou have him to eſteeme thee according to the 
better and not the worſer part? So doe thou interpret her. 
Wonldft thou have him ſave thee from ſorrow ? So prote& 
thou her,and let thy love be her banner. Wouldfſt thou have 
tim to feed thee,and fight for theesto bee thy ProteKor and 
Champion ? Should he ſtave off thine Enemies, and oatch 
their woundes in his owne fide , 'which thould elſe light on 
thee? Wonldſt thou have him to ſtop the mouth of each dog 
from barking or biting thee , yea evento keep each coli 
wynd from ntpping and blaſting thee? Even fo, ſtand thou 
betwecne thy wife & er harmes, and cover her head in the 
ſtorme & raine, not only with thy cloake, but thy belt prote- 
ion , againſt any annoiance. Wouldſt thou have Chriſt af- 
fited with thee in all thy troubles, to pitty thee, ſuffer with, 
and ſaſteyne thee,by his patience, courage,& long luffring? 
$0, let thy blood run in her veynes, and thy marrow in her 
bones: ſaſtaine her likewiſe by thy mecknes , -and long-ſufs 
ferance,ſhee is alſo fleſh of thy fleſh, and bone of thy bone. 
Doſt thpu expe at laſt , that he ſhould at laſt redeeme thee 
out of all thy troubles? Doſt thou alſo (as far as lyes in thee) 
feeke reſt for her from all hers:let no-ene my of hers,encoun- 
ter her alone , but know he hath a double enemy to fight a- 
gainſt;noteaſy to conteſt with. Thine are hers, hers are thine; 
rejoice to ſee herrid of all , 1fGod ſee good, which way it 
ſeemes belt to himſelfe to deliver her : meane time , be thou 
ative, paſſive in all with her. In a word, whatſoever thou 
wouldſt have Chriſt do for thee , the ſame doe for her, for 
this d-ubtleſſe is to be conformed to thine head, and todo 
the part of an Ing and reſpe&ive husband to her. 
Theſe generalls had need be branched out into ſome par- 


ticulars : elſe perhaps, it will not be'caſie for every one to Particulars of 


eenccive them. Theſe therforethat follow may ſerve. Firſt, the husbunds 
| | | Ii - let Tcadernes. 


- 


— WT 
—_— w_—_ * on EY 


Matrimouiall Honea :'0r, 


Branch 1. 
Tendernes to 
the ſoute of 
the wife the 
firſt duwy of 
thc husband, 


let this reſpeFt begin at her ſoule:pracure to thatzthe,chegfe. 
good;that it may fare well. The tender laveopf. Grill ſandy 
1n this,that he gave himſclfe for the Church;wby ? Notts 
make her ſuch as ſhee herſelfe woulde., :not to give her the 
full winge and ſwaye of her owne will; But,to waſh her,to 
purge her,to ſanctity her,as peculiarto himlc]fe , having nei. 
ther ſpot,nor wrinkle ; So,do:thpu:begin with As, this, 
ſhall guide all the reft : Thinke not this to be thy tendernefle 
to thy wife, to deale by her as David by Adonija, whom his 
tather would never from his youth', ſpeake awry unto, that 
is,aske him,what doſt thou ? But rather in this is thy tender- 
nES,if by any wayes of God, .allurements,yeamilde and well 
{caſoned reprootes.(if need be)thou mayſt be an inſtrument 
of her good. Its not tendernes,but exceeding and degenerate 
{oftnes in an husband,that, becauſe his wife is well pleaſing 
to him in ſome carriages, therforc he ſhould rather ſuffer her 
to g9.0n.in deep ignorance of God,and: herſcl{e,and go.the 
bread way to perdition, rather then he would grieve her,or 
ſpeake one worde amifſe: eſpecialy,to be ſo hafe and remiſſe, 
that, when he knows he might winne her by his loving ten- 
dernes , he ſhoulde rather neglect her by his Careleflenes. 
No , .1f thou be tender truly , her ſoule wilbee,thy principall 
objec and thou wilt preſent to her.thole tender mercics of 
Chriſt , thoſe bowels of compaſlion in him to the church: 
never linning till Chriſt hath by his blood waſht her ſoule 


fromthe natorall uncleannes of it, forgiven her, and taken 


away her guilt and blemiſhes. I. her face were ſtayned with 
ſome ſpats,; bow [ſtudious would he beetg tell her of them, 
that ſhe might waſh them off ? how much more. that Chrifi 
tefus might call her his Hephziba and Beulah: tis dovesfatre 
one,and pretioufly beloyed?that he might behold her waſht 
and cleane : ( asthe ſheep comming frem the rivers to theas 
ring ,):from-her {curffe, accepted ofiGod, and: (.35:muchk ag 
Fw may bee ) without ſpot-or-wiinckle,. eyther of guilt,or, 
2pparant'cortuption:a veſſel purged and prepared for every 
good worke,, No. werke ſo honorable /as'this to.make thy 
wife aveflet of honor to. God firlt -iand then for;-marriage- 
Thus'Paut deſcribesthat tendernefſc of Chrili; and y 0k 
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waſhing and rinſing of her , muſt coſt ſome hardneſſe, ſave 

that Mercy and love overſweetens it:and then it will ſeeme 

pleſant. Nourth andcheriſh and hate not thy ownefleſh, in 

this firſt reſpeA , as Narhans lambe, in the true boſome of the z.Sam. 13. ;. 
Lord Iefus,the tendereſt husband that ever was. 

Secondly, this thy Refpe&t and Tendernefle muſt reach ZX»axch.. 
to her perſon, and that in her Safegard and Defence. Thy Tendernes to 
wife walkes (under God) in the ſhaddow of thy Wings and the Pcrion of 
protetion, Thou muſt bee as a vaile to her eye , to keep off **VV'ite nc- 
the dint ofalllult and firange deſires, as Abimelec told Sara ny. 
of Abrabam : As the eyclid is made by nature a tender filme 
and very mooveable, and watchfullto the body of the eye, 
that no duſt or mote fall into it to offend it ; ſo muſt the ten- 
der husband come betweene the leaſt aſperſion of reproach 
and infamy Caſt upon the name of his wife wrongfully: And 
when thou art dead,let her reſt ſafe mm the Ark of Gods prote- 
iongby the benefit of thy living prayers, before ſent up for 
her,to the throne of grace,that God would be an hnsband to 
the widdow;that ſo even when dead,yet thou mayſt ſpeake. 
But, while thow art living, thou muſt bee as a wall of fire to 
her;leteveric one that hath ill will to thy wife, (as many wilt 
have, even for that which deſerves honor) knowe that they 
maligne thy ſelfe ; Nay,herein love her better then thy (elf 
that thou wiltright ſome wrongs done to her, which perhaps 
(if done tothy felfe ) thou wouldſt pafle by more ſtrongly : 
Let hex Name and honor, bee as {weet oyntment unto thee. 
The! husbahd - who ſhall content himſelfe in the generall 
love of his wifezbeeing yet ſupinely negligent of her repute, 2: 
pr enduring any,within doores or without to diſeſteeme her; 1® ber 1©pute, 
without ſharpe rebuke :- or to bee knowne himlclfe to 
ſceany of. her weakneflts , with the leaft contempt, 1s not 
worthie to /ha've the. comfort of ker-vertues , or the love of 4 
geligious companion. Thelike I fay of her body , both'in 
health and fickneſſe. Whatſoever diet,or warmth or ſhelter, 3 
either at home , or abroad', by thy-ſelf&'or others , thou ſeeſt 71 her bodily 
peceſfary for the preſerving her inhealthand vigor,from the in ficmitics, 
leaſt affanie.; of impreflion , that negle& not: keepe awa 
\cther,thiftemper,diſeaſe for ketibe #8 aPhyſitian according 
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tothe diſcretion thow haſt, and the knowledge of her body- 
lie frame ard infirmitics,in the abſence of cetter helpe; Pre- 
vent all dangers from her which potlibly might aſſault her; 
and what ſoever ſorrow or {ad newes, ill and mdden acci- 
dents thou deemeſt , would diſquiet her, turne- them away if 
it bee Within thy power, or keepe them from.her notice, [ſt 
they might overthrow her ſpirit,or weaken her body. Yea,as 
our Lord Ieſus did; fo do thou, if a danger muſt needs ceaze 
upon thee, provide it may not come to her knowledge, or as 
little amaze and aff. ight her, as may dee.In-her diſcaſedneſſe, 
negle&t no meancs, which eitherthy counſel}, purſe, or 
friends can kelpe her to: adviſe for ſoule, pnylicke for body, 
attendance and nurſery to perſon: rudge not that ſhee lyes 
u201 thine hand , But, as thou wouldlt have (I fay not ber, 
but)Chriſt himſclfe to teader thee in thine, ſo do thou her,in 
her defeRs.Let it appeare to her cleerly that her life is preci- 
2 King.4.21. ous, and her loſſe would be uncomfortable. - If the poore 
Shunamite,ſeeing her child dead,lockt it up in the Chamber, 
haſting to the Prophet: Droventing al pudder to her husband, 
aldiſquiet inthe family,by takingitups. her felfe;how much 
more ſhould the husbands witedome andtendemes reachto 
thy wife,that no Sickneſle or Sorrow might ever ceazc uon 
her more deeply,then needs muſt, if thou canſt keep it oft 
Vonurall Say not with unnaturall N4bals , Thou tookelt her not 
cog lan- {gr fickneſſe,but for health:for better not for worſer:knows 
at ing that good wives intheir health , lay vp defcrt enough to 
be tendred in their ficknefſe : The'wife- 1snat for nothing 
fayd to beeunder her husvands covert. Doethou as Boaz 
Roth did to poore Kuth, upon the cold floore, & tn the chill night, 
39* ſpread the lap of thy garment over thy beloved ; 1 charge 
Cant.3.59, you(fayth the husband in the Canticles )O yee danghters of 
Jeruſalem, watch by my ſpouſe, fit by her and keepe filence, 
wake her not uatull ſhe pleaſe;, Good reaſon ſhee have more 
reſt the thoulet thy waking be her ſecurity,gaſter her not up 
too early: ſluggiſh women will not,goed onesſhould not be 
waked too ſoone. Shee is alway in griefe, &xhat for thee,& 
by thy meanes; what day wecke, monethasſhe freethrouyh 
the ycer,preeding,bearing,purfing, watching her babes, my 
ic 
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ack that they might be-well, and well, leſt they be ficke; Deicripuon v 


If hc loſe a Childe by the hand of God , or by catualty , her 
tender heart takes more thought for it in a day,then thy man- 
ly ſpirit can in a moneth : the forrow of all lies upon her: 
Shee had need to be caſed of allthat is eaſeable, becaufe:ſhe 
cannot be caſed of the reſt. [We reade in the fable that the 
male {parcow once accuſed the female, for that ſhe did not fo 
much take,paines in building of their neſt,2s he did: But ſhe 
replied, There was cauſe why ſhee ſhould pleade exemption: 
Shee had all the trouble of laying the egs,of ſitting, of hatct- 
ing & feeding them , andtterfore ſome reaſonfhe ſhould be 
ſparcd in the building of the neft,tet him do that, who did n9- 
thing elſe,and ſhe prevailed. And ſhall not ſhee,who allea- 
gcth for her ſclfc, with more.reaſon? Gert her aſleep if thou 
can,but awake her noytill ſhe pleaſe. Andjtell mee,ſhallnor 
her caſe be thine ?Or canlt thou have anyzit ſhe want? Lirthe 
doſt thou thinke of thoſe gripings, checks & pangs where- 
with ſhe walketh,whe as thou goctt throu aſtireh with thy 
matters with an hardy courage. lf all wives be not ſo,l ſpeak 
not ſo much 1 their bchalte.; but the. good wife is uſually 0; 
yeeld her this fruite of tendernes;its all the miilke thou oiveſt. 

Yea, let thy hollow cheeks,pale face,{ad heart,be as a Calen- 
der, in Which others may read thy wives infirmities , their 
number , their meaſure,and how Jong they have continued. l 
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ſpeak not Rketorzque unto thee, but Divinity: As ani us>and4 Two extremes 


muſt Joath uxoriouſyefie,, 10,much more Stoicall inſeftible- of Tnderns, 


nes, remembring whois is , who fayth, Erre in her loverlet 
thy ſoule know no other objects while theelives, letthem be 
adborred. And when ſhe hath breathed out her laſt, yea,cven 
when ſhe lyesby the walles, yea inthe mouldes, yet thei is 
there another honor due to, her memory ,. when ſhee is not: 
even this,that thy hand be ypan thy ſide forthe loſſe of ano- 
ther rib,thy {weet companion z, Mourne not for her without 
hope, bke an heathen, ( ſhec is not loſt ,:but ſentbefore) but 
yet as Abraham,as 7acob, {o: mourne thou; even till the dayes. 
thereof be accompliſhed : Bee:notas the horſe,. 45 thebruit 
Creature , without ſenſe, of her worth, : thy Jolſe 2 Elſe 

ſts yyill exceed thecio tendernes 3. chou art worſe; 
aVay. 


1z,Roughnes 


V xorivulncss 


- __— —— _— 


— 


246 © M atz1mmonjall' Honour 7 Or; 


He a very blacke ; And. for this ſecond 'particular ſo much, 
Branch 2. Thirdly, ſhew this reſpe& in thine ingenuity and open- 
Ingrnuty and heartedneffe, Its an unkmndnefle alone,not to ſhew love : to 
opcnhrarted- yyalk overlooſely; diſmally, and darkely towards her. Thou 
” canſt doe no, tnore:toa ftranger. I ſay net that ſhe is capable 

of all ſecrets. Theres a {caſo for all things. And had Sam 

ſon been as wiſe at laft, as at firſt to conceale his ſecrets, 

he had done wiſely. But there is-a golden meane : con- 

ceale-not thy ſclfe too farre: from her. Impart whatſoever is 

 meete , let her know the difficulty-of thy buſinefle , if the 
knowing it may either afford her contentzor thy ſelfe adviſe, 

Let not ſtrangers tell her of thy follies, to cauſe her to 

Joſh. 6.3 ſuſpect thy reſpeRtiveneſfie :- She is but ſimple, that may not 
'*.* fpeakea wordinſeaſon : Rams hornes, and empty pitchers 

2, Same20.13. haye conquered Cities, 'and armies 4 andthe woman that 
called herſelfe but a weake one; once delivered bet : and 
why may not thy wives helpe thee 1 Its no wrong to thee, 
for hero deſire a voicein thine affaires, who mult be ſure to 
{mart intby bad ſuccefſe. There is ( I fay againe ) a diſcre-. 
tion in| ordering [this buſinefle. Neither to impart thoſe 
things wherein gricft would overcome acceptance ; nor 
to Conceale ſuch, as wherem by thy imparting them, either 
her counſell might everweigh her griefe, or at leaſt, prevent 
the ſuddennefle of a diſaſter. Itsa thing wherein the weake 
ſex counts it {elfe graced. and datisfied',' not to bee made 

a ſtranger to thofe things, which love and ingenuity would 
and ſhould unpart. .As' tbr uttering' any thing; which is 
needlefle , or. might bea ſnare to her indiſcretion and weak- 
neſle, its better Kept away. But 4 darkheſſe breeds j11 blood 
of jcalouſic,hardthoughts,a ſtriving for the like darkneffe of 
behavior,,: or:to-{ccke other bolomebeo'lay her compliints 
in, whertboulitle thinkelt of it and perhaps worſe rhen all 
theſe, | Shg is laid in'thy- boſome by'/Ged , that thy boſoin 
thonghts,-hopesz ;feares, defires ,- together With thy fclfe,, 
might lye'in hers;: So for this third. ovens” © =o undo 
Branch 4+ , oyrthly,comforther.ov all her heavindleAtid-firfi-for 
omtolc > doule anddpirit ; , The anguilh'thertef, '#rid tHe wound of 
nother peece con{cience, Hof clock nel LSDIL "HEE Bnoges 
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heonely ſome outward greefe ,! yet if pierce the fpjritwlth 
207 more then common. diltemper, ivexceeds-any {icknes & 
empair of the body, Shew thyſelf more tenderto/het cherin, 
thenin all common troubles. If thine -owne wiſedome,faith 
or experience will not ſerve:to healeit, ſeek ont,and enquire 
after an Interpreter , one efa thouſand ,. who may. rightly 
and duly weighher eſtate; both the caves andieffects thereto 
Vpbrayde her not-withher zeale , which weroto'” 2gravate 
ber diſeaſe. Fret not at her going to Sermons lay not'the 
falt upon that,wiſhing thou hadſt never ſeene her etes,quar- 
relnot at thy lot,accule not providence, becauſe thou ſeeſt 
her in perplexities:»-perhaps.God hath begun with het , that 
hemightend with thee-Buthowever,linnotuſing all means, 
til God haye ſpoken a wordin 'ſeafpr to her 'very toute, 
aying,Deliver her,l have'accepted a Ranſome:till her fleſh 
come againe,as a little.childes,and (he recover/peace. Happy 
that thyrſelfe-alfo tmayſ(t bredrawne! meerer to God byaffli- 
gion, than-prodpetity. could iever have brought thee. And; 
pat caſe that the ciltemper ceaze *onely upon her naturall 
ſpirit, aSby Melancholy, through paſtions of feare', and for- 
rowtfull objects working upon her mind ;: or through ſome 
hereditary: pronbAlC bf i itation to mopiſhnes- ard dif- 
content;hy all whith:God:cutsherſhor-6f/ wonted libers 
ties , calling and ſervice of marriage , and thee from former 
contens of life: 'bee not 1h theſe diſquict and/ impatient: No- 
thing hath.befallea thee which js. nor-according to man: uſe 
the beſt meanes of 'reſtoringker  ſpirit/againe, 'by Phyſick, 
counſel, wife ſecrecy, cuſtody, tendernes of regard :'4nd fo 
wayte with patience , titl God reftore her , or what ever be 
the iflue,charge not God fouliſhly, --« -+ ; 


art thou,if God-ſhallſo makethbe ahinſtratrent of hey good [ob.; $ 2 " | - 


Fitthly ſpare her weake bodie , from all toile and labor of p,,auch.;, 


wordly''cmployment exceeding? her-abllity :-ye# althongh $pare her trom 


ikee' ſheuld/beetoo! muck adldited/therto , and hardly held cxcefle of roy}, 


therefrom yer diffwade her © Shee is thine owne fleſh:thou 
weuldſt thinke him-unmerifull, who ſhould breake thy backe 
with too;great a burden;So do thei; and eaſe her. If nurſerie 
ccocd hor ftrength;& yet her conſcience will ſearſe permit 
). her 
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her to lay aſide and free her ſelfe of ſo naturall, fo religious z 
worke, yet tell her, Ged loves mercy better then ſacrifice: 
If God deny her ability; or breafts, grudge notatGod,at the 
charge of nurſery abroad, to eaſe her at home. If ſhe have 
not {frength to be both wife aad ſervant, let the latter yield 
to the former, redeeme the :comfort of a wife , with the 
charge of a fervant. Provide her that aſſiſtance and atten- 
dance, which is meet for one, who chufeth to-be, 'to do all 
in one for thy ſake, had not God denyed her. Strong ſhoul- 
ders are meeter for houſhold kufinefle, then decaied ones : 
and releeve her with ſeaſonable tenderneſle, for there is x 
ſew of reſpe&t which appeares allat once,when the vitalls 
are ſpent : a peny coſt mdue-time,/1wildo more good to a 
ſinking houſe, then a pound, when'it is ready to fail downe. 
So ſhe (hall bold out the longer with cheertulnefſe in mar- 
riage duties : He that ſhould do otherwiſe, were not worthy 
to have a free horſe, muchlefle a willing wife. l 
- 'Sixthly, yield ber the.indulgence of all decent and ſober 
refreſhings , and recreations.of body and fpirit,'which ma 
eaſe the tediouſneſſe of body and fpirit, through'the unce(- 
{ant and never ceafing yoake of family buſinefles. Remem- 
ber how oft,her faithfull biding by it.at home, hath enlarged 
thee to travaile-abroad.- Thy ground and ſoyle; if it want her 
alternall revivings, and reſts; cannot laſt long : whether by 
allowing her the converſe of her friends for bodily , or of 
the orginances ( when the is traitned ) both changes of 
aires my doe well, and helpe both body and ſpirit. Ac ether 
times , {ome other releaſes of; laboir,fuch ' as occaſion offers 
in many. kindes, either neerer:hand , or further off, eft 
one, eft another , may cauſe her 'to returne to that ſcr- 
vice with alacrity ,- which' elſe ſhe ſhould attend with an 
unequall mind. | | 
Seventhly,connive and concealc with wiſdeme thoſc in» 
vincible defe&s, ignorances , yea though it be'uricapable- 
nefle, which cither the frailty of her ſex, or the ſpeciall 
frame of her minde, or perhaps the inexperience of one un» 
trained in ſome bufineſle,may produce. A Camell cannot ge 
through a necdles cies Sonoting to herſtrength, fo is ſhe 3 


looke 
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looke for no deed, beyond power , nor wiſdome above Ca- 
pacity. Oppoſe unto her invincible blemiſhes , herincom- 

arable graces : whichno att , nor nature can attaine ; no 
fleſh and blood can teach. Satisfie not, neither pardon thy 
ſelf,till that honour which thine hearr can freely give her for 
that which is pretious in her, make thee impotent to diſpa- 
rage her for her;infirmities. Though perhaps others would 
note them, yet its thy beſt art'to ide them. Remember this, 
perhaps, even thy wives defets may make for thy contents. 
If ſhe were a more compleat woman, ſhe would tinde more 
work to be humble; and in ſome of her abilities, might pCer- 
haps give thee occaſion of leſs patience. Here now is the tri- 
all of giving honour tothe weaker ſex;becanſe God wilhave 
tio. Diflemvle what thou canſt not amend. Ofttimes, her 
ſudden treafnes , or impatience come not 10 much from her 
ſlfe, as from oppreflion of mind , faintnefle of ſpirits and 
much employment. Encounter her not with ike paflion , 
leſt. God ſhew thee thy folly , cre thou die, in anather 
more unwelcome glaſſe. Mapy. a fooliſh husband hath a 
froward wife, becauſe he will have one, hath not the wit to 
have any other, any better. What an honour were it to thy 
wiſdometo beare with her confeſſed weaknefſe ? as going 
backward with Sher and faphet to cover that fromthe cies 
of others, which thy ſclfe art ſorry to ſee. Perhaps ſome 0- 
ther of her qualities have not a little graced thee, cover 
therefore the reſt with the mantle of thy wiſedome. And fo 
perhaps, with that painter, by veiling a blemiſh in the face, 
which he was loth to exprefſe , thou ſhalt adde to hor beau- 
ty,to thy owne honour. When her pallion hall be over, 
and her error pI will more diſlike her ſelfe through thy 
concealing of her wants, then thou canſt diſlike her tor be- 
traying thy credit. 


Eightly, commend her vertues, without fooliſh flattery : Branch 8. 
not as a man, Who therfore markes them,that he might praiſe Commend 
them, ( which is baſenefle ) but therefore commends them, her vercues. 


becauſe tendernefle will not ſuffer thee to ſmoother them. 
Grace can.no more be coverd , then a blemiſh : both areas 
oylcin the hand, Jonward gitts , outward parts and perfor- 

| | Kk -  mances 
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comfortable 


lupports, 


M3:1Cces cannot but delight thy mind , /and ſenſes : let both 
in their ſeaſon, for her encouragement, breake out from 
thee, by a tender, loving acknowledgement. But as for 
brayding her before others, or traducing her in thefami. 
ly by open reproofes ; odions compariſons, anſavory im. 
putations; abhorre it. Knowing that all thine and her skill, 
15 little enough to keep her from- contempt of inferiors ; but 
ifthy contempt be addedto the reſt , it will make a breach, 
not to be repaired. 

Ninthly, allow her allneedfull, and ſome complementall 
charges and ſupplies : let her have for comfort , as well ag 
neceffity ; conſidering how ſoone thy ſelfe would(trepine, 
if God ſhould ftraiten thee with the onely neceflaries, 
but not the overplus of Marriage comforts. . Its not onely 
thankfulnefſe' to bh , but to God alſo, to rejoice in ſeein 
thy wife walke and:demeane her ſelfe cheartully , inthe uſe 
of that liberall altowance, which thy tender heart canbe- 
tearae her. I doe not here bid thee put the bridle out of 
thine owne hand , yeelding to hcr the ftroake of chuling to 
her ſelfe the faſhions, attire, company,and expences,which 
ſhe pleaſerb, fuch as ſaute not with thy place, and ſober cone 
tent :- ( for alas ! whar poore thanke ſhould a woman give 
her huband, for making her as proudas the worlt), but 1 fay, 
furniſh her with ſuch conveniences as thine own judgment 
and re{pe& thinkes'meer for her, and her fober mind and de- 
fires affect. M.{/vin,a man otherwiſe of ſomewhat a reti- 
red and auſtere diſpoſition, yet being married,perceived that 
there be in women,(as he prettily cals them) many tolerable 
follies and toyith vanities,which a tender husband ſhould 0 
better to overſee then denie her. He that wilneeds wring his 
noſe too hard, will draw forth blood, and there is a genial li- 
berty to be permitted to a womans liberties, companies,mer» = 
riments, toies and trinkets, which the gravity of an hasband 


- ſhould ſhame it ſelfe in peering into. Many trifles they aftcR 


for their children (of that ſex cſpecially )many complements 
about themlelves,ſome rearedges to beitow upon the mect- 
ings and lawfili merriments of their kind , which it were 4 


'poore thing for an husband- curiouſly to enquire after : a 
s 
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his wiſedome to betruſt her with,as knowing,ſhce knoweth 
how to uſe them.(Perhaps the French exceeded the Engliſh 
jn theſe )Bur let this bee the rule, Better in ſuch a caſe,wherin 
the ſpirit of a wife takes contentto be rather indulgent,then 
too ſtri: ſo long as the maine Canon of Modeſty , thrift and 
deceny,bee net tranſgrefſed. 


Lalſtly,fince rules in fuCh caſes can hardly bee given,ther- x 


ranch.1o. 


fore as the morall Philoſopher biddes,do in this caſe,as Ten j« pune. 
dernes and a Reſpective heart would advize. Thats ever the «fl: mult be 
beſt comſellor.Remember,thou ſeekſt rhe honor of thy Mar- the Counlcls 


rage. Wherefore,whatſeover elſe is meet, loving,mercifull, '**- 


tor:eating and tender, as thou expecteltprayſe, honor,or re- 
quitall, enſue it: giveno way to ſtrit, unveteaming, violent 
wayes. He that handles a Chriſtall or Venice glaſle harſhly, 
deſerves torepent him forbreaking that, which ſleight and 
tendernefſe might have ſaved. Precederic inſitting 18 gran- 
ted by an nationall cuſtome to the ſexe of women:by which, 
all other priviledges of giving honor and content to the 
weaker veſſel,are intimated. A wiſe reſigning up to her cu- 
ſodie of things within, jewels,plate,and things of price,tru- 
ſting her fidelity,and aſcribing to her wifedome the overſee- 
ing and menaging of domeſticall affaires incident to huſ- 
wifery, without narrow,fuſpicious inquiry afterthe expence 
therof,not diſtrufting skill or faythfulnes : & ſo in like caſes. 
And thus mach be fayd in particnlar , forthe anſwer to this 
queſtion, wherin this Tendernes conſiſts, 

That which I have fayd m Dotrine , may ſerve for aſe 


- ' 


and all: ſave thatits true which Sa/omorſpeaks, Bray a foole Wong Ry 
In a mortar, with a peſtill, yet, will not his folly depart from baſe Nabals, 
him. So 1 fay,a churliſh,a froward,lonmſh and ungeniall hus- 2nd a deſcr:p. 
band, will cither ſee no error at all, in bimlelfe, by al that I *:9n of ſuch, 


have ſayd,or hold his own nevertheleſſe. I havR ſeen anevill 
under the ſan, Naba/ marticd to an Abigail, tender ſweet 
companio, worthie of ſuch an kuisband as her husband him- 
ſelf js unworthieto wayte upon:yet fo farre is he from retur- 
Ning to her like for like,that rather the grace of the wife is a 
continnal upbraydingrothe husbandscurriſhnes;occaſioning 
to his implacable ſpirit ſo much the more inſolency;to infule 


Kk 3 over 
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over her, and to tread her under -his feete. What and isfo | 
weighty to the ſhoulders, as ſuch a foole to a worthie wife? 
well worthy after her death and lofle , to meete withlettuce 
fit for his lips, I meane with ſuch a contentions Zippora, as. 
might outſhoote ſuch a Dev il in his owne bow. What one. 
grace of a thouſand doth ſuch a block behold Jin his ver- 
tuous wife? when did he ever feele himſelf burne if ſhee were 
weake ? What affliftion of body or mynde coulde he ever 
fynd 1n his heart to condole for his wife? What one kid gave 
he at any time to her out of his flocke,or twelve pence out of 
his purſe,to make merry withall? what one lap of his garment, 
did he ever ſpread over her ! Or what, I ſay not blaſt of cold 
wind,but ſad croſle did he ever keep in tendernefle from her? 
himſclte being both a nipping Eaft wind to vlaſt her hopes, 
and a perpetuall drepping , to dwell with ? Maay an in- 
famy and blot hath he ſuffred to light upon her head, 
though he needed not , himſelfe being theupſhot of alll Oh 
the ſnares which ſuch unnaturall wretches bring upon inno« 
cent women,but caſe them of none 1Oh the narrow eye they 
carry over them, watching them as the Cat the mouſe, from 
either good Sermon hearing , loving fitends, frequenting 
abroad, or Chriſtian company at home ! Stripping their bo- 
dies of good clothys,their pvrſes of mony,their hearts of dee 
1;ght, their ſoules of grace (as much as in them lies,) if grace 
were not paft their reach to rob them of ! what one peny 
ever gave they them for good uſc? If they knew of any,who 
Mould endure the tempeſt of their violence, they. will ſec 
their owne turnes ſerved to the uttermoſt: But as for caſi 
them of their burdens or being drawne to reſigne up their 
Juſts and looſe liberties,to joine with their wives,in the bur- 
den of houſe governwent:thoſe Ifraclitiſh bohdmen were as 
ood complayne to Pharas, or thoſe other ſubjets to Kehoe 
; Mncte they totheir husbands,for their tale of bricke ſhould 
be but multiplyed, & their fingers ſhould proove heavier the 
theirloyns before. might be endlefle; But,] blame onlythe 
faulty,tor I know(and God forbid elſc)all are not alike. Ma- 
ny,not onely irreligious,but meerly civil ignorant ones,have 
had tender, melting hearts to their wyves 3; ſounnaturall 
WT ; : wretcheg 
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wretches , arc all uamercifull, reſpecleſſe husbands in this 


kynd , even bred uponthe reckes , and gurſed up by Tygres, 


yea fiendes in the likeneſle of men. Let them alone: but O 
thou woman that feareſt God , perſiſt nevertheleſle in thy 
uprightnefſe ! ſerve God not man, and vile man for Gods 

ke ?do not repent thee of thy goodneſſe, give thy worke 


to God,& ſtill heape up hot coales upon the head of the Bar- - 


barous,if they melt not they ſhal burne to hel,& beara while, 
he thar commeth,” will come,& not tarry,cauſing thy light 16 
breake out as the morning and thy Righteouſnes as the 
noone day. He ſhal plead the cauſc of the deſpiſed wife,and 
quit her of her adverſary: bringing his wickednes upon his 
owne pate» And of this third feverall duty of giving honor, 
and fo of all the three,thus much be ſpoken. 


Gz—_ 
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Treates of the perſonall dutyes of the wife, 
Ara firſt of her Subjeion ta 
ber hnsband. 


Tis high time now,having diſpatched the husbands duties, The ſpeciall 


to proceed to the next byanch in which the preſerving 
of Matrimoniall Honor conſiſts, to wit,the peculiar duties of 
the wife to the husband. Elſe I know husbands would taxe 
mee for partiality: and I confefſe, as I have no cauſe to con- 
ceale the priviledges of the geod wife from her husband, fo 
neither muſt I withhold from her the knowledge of her otti- 
ces and ſervices towards him. The firſt and maine wherot, 
comprehending all the reſt,is ſubjeion to her husband: the 
ſecond'is helpfulnes: & the third Gracefulnes. By her fubje- 
(tion ſhe anſwers his underſtanding: By her helpfulneſle,ſhe 
equals his providence , by her gracctulneſle ſhe ſupplies his 
tender reſpe&iveneſſe:in a word,ſhe anſwers him(as face to 
facein water)ſo ſhee in marriage ſervice with all correſpon- 


dence. Elſe how ſhall the relation hold firme and entire? The 5r0 Du- 
ty of the wife, 
Subjection, 


Firlt then of the firſt; Thus duty then of ſabjeRion , 15 the 
KK 3 Womans 
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T he firtt Duty womans great and cheefe commandement ; and as St. Lener 

of the wife, {ajth,he that can rule his tongne,is a perfect man, &'canrule 

S..vj:Qtio. js whole converſation:ſo,ſhee who hath learned to be ſub- 
je& (tor as Paw! Philip.4.is not aſhamed to fay of that grace 
of contentation , that he had learned it, ſo may the woman 
fay of this )is aperfe&t woman. That,which was wont to be 
faid of prounciation in Rhetorique , and of hufhility, in 
Divinity , that may be ſaid of SubjcAtion in this buſineſle of 
the wife, Its breadch, and length,'1t fillsup all , yea, itsall in 
all the whole duty of the womi:all other ſticke at this,orant 
this,and all other follow of themſelves.Now then,this great 
dane of fubjeAion, (fo much cavild at by the Rebellions, & 
fo much honored by the dutifuil and loyall wife ) muſt 
havea good foundation , both for th? cpnvincement 
of the bad, andfor the encouragement of the good. The 
warrant then of this duty ſtands not in the opinion, 
choiſe or will of man, or fleſh, no nor of nations , be- 
cauſe the world will haveit fo. (for there is a worldiof wo- , 
men to gainſay as well as of mento alledge it. ) But itis a 
firme law, from the wall of the firſt ordeyner ; becauſe God 
will haveit ſo. That very fſtrit Imperiall Edit of Ahaſone- 

Eſter.1.24 yoſh, that, Every man ſhould bear rule in his 'owne houſe, 
procceded in a fort from a diſcontent with Yaſhrr, & a deſire 
tobe revenged for the diſhonor offred eLhaſoueroſo her hus- 
band,and for prevention of the like, for time to come: But if 
all this ſtreame of Authority had not met with another more 
ſtrong one of divine Ordinance, alas it had þeeneno more 
rerror£0 the ſexe of women , then ſwordes and ſpears to the 
Whales skin, even as ſtubble and rotten wood. No, no,its an 
inſtin& put into the þ ms of the woman , principling and 
convincing her underſtanding, will and affeQions,viz. The 

. great God of heaven and earth will have it ſo. 

Reaſonr.1. Wherof tworeaſons nay be given: the one from the law 
E .m nc law Of creatio; the other from the law of Penalty,followiag dif- 
cfucawn, obedience. Forthe firſt, The man(we know) was farſt crea- 

ted,as a perfe@t Creature, and not the woman with himat 
the ſame inſtarfſt, as we know both ſ-xcs of all other Crea- 
tures were contemporary: not fo here. Butzafter his conſti- 

turion 
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tution and frame ended,then was ſhe thought of. Secondly, 
ſhe was not made of the ſame matter with the man equally ; 
but ſhe was made and framed of the man, by a rib takea 
from the man,and being formed by God,into a woman, was 
brought unto the man . And thirdly , ſhe was made for the 
mis uſe and benefit,as a meet helper, when no other creature 
beſides her” was not able to do 1t. Three weighty reaſons 


x Cor.11.8.9, 


and grounds of the womans ſubjecion to the man: and that, ' 


from the purpoſe of the Creator ; who elſe might have done 
otherwiſe, that is, yeelded to the woman coecquall begin- 
ning , ſamenefle of generation , or relation of uletnlneſſe : 
For , he might have made her without any ſuch precedency 
of matter, without any dependancie upon him , and equa!ly 
for her good, as for his- All ſhew a kinde of ennobling the 
mans ſexe, and denying of her to him,as the head, and more 
excellent : not that the man might upbraid her , but that 
ſhe might in all theſe, read herleflon of ſubjetion. For o+ 
therwiſe,its aifo true, that neither the man without the wo- 


man, nor ſhe without him,but both in the Lord. And doubt- Mal, 2, 15, 


lefle as Malachi ſpeaks, herein is wiſedome, for God was full 
of ſpirit ; and hath left nothing after him, to be bettered by 
our invention. 


The fecond warrant hereof is penall, andyet ſo much | 


Reaſ/. 2, 


rom ne pe. 


the ſtronglier tying the woman, being now ina fallen con> ,, iy of ciſo- 
dition. For this :5 ſure , that ( notwithſtanding allI have bedience. 


ſaid ) yet the woman being fo created by God inthe inte- 
grity of nature had a moſt divine honour and partnerſhip 
of his image,putupon her in her creation :. yea ſich as (with- 
out prejudice of thote threereſpe&ts ) might have held full 
and (weer cor:tcſpondence with her husband. Bur, her fin 
ſill augmented her incquality, and brought her lower and 
lower in her prerogaiive. For, fiace ſhe would takeupon 
her as a woinan witaout reſpet to the order , dependance , 
| and uſe of her creation, to enterpriſe ſo fad a bufinefle, as to 
javgle and demurre with the divell about ſo waighty a point 
as her husoands freehold , and of her owne braine to lay 
yn aad i under foot , without the Lcait parlce and confent- 
ef bis : Obcying Satan betgic gs. ny God himclte ; fo 

| that z, 
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x Tim. 20 13. 


1 Cor. 11. To 


x Pet. 3-1, 


Epheſ. 5.21, 


2 Pct, 3.5.6. 


that, till ſhe had put all beyond queſtion, and paſt amend- 
meme, and caten , ſhe brought not the fruit to him to eate, 
and {&, became a divell to tempt him to cate ; therefore the 
Lord (trips her of this robe of her honour, accurſing her with 
this penalty , that her appetite ſhould bee to her husband, 
Which law is not as the law of the Medes and Perfians,(for 
that muſt alter ) but a Law which bred a Law , an inftin& 
of unequall inferiority, and ſmote into the heart of Eve , a 
falling from her ſtation , and ſubje&ted her to her husband, 
This appetite here ſpoken of, not onely meaning her weak- 
neſle of deſire tor ſome ſpeciall end,as benevolence,reſpe, 
or the like ; but the totall ſabduing of che bent of her {pirit 
to bim, not thinking her ſubſiſting enough without him, but 
a confeſſed yeelding: up of her inſufficient ſelfe ( and that 
after a penall fort) to depend wholy upon him. 'A juſt hand 
of God upon her,that ſhe who would be Paramonnt as a La- 
dy above him, in ſinning : ſhould bee fetcht done to a ſpi- 
rit of feare and ſubjecionunder him whom fhe had ſo baſe- 
ly diſhonored. . 

And from this roote comes that of the Apoſtle, that the 
womarfinn'd, and not the man, ( meaning, not tirſt ) ſhe 
was in the tranſgreflion:and what then? Therfore let her be 
ſubje&t. Read the place. The man is the glory of God , bur 
the woman of the man : Therfore ſhe ought to have power 
on her head,in token of ſubj<Rion and modeſty. And againe, 
Ypermit not the woman to uſurp authority over the man,but 
to be in ſubjeaion. And Saint Peter, let the women be {ub- 
je to their owne husbands, leſt the word be evill ſpoken 
of. And to the Epheſians. Wives ſubmit your ſelves to your 
husbands, as to your head : for he is as Chriſt to the Church, 
the ſaviour of his body. So Peter addes, As thoſe holy women 
formerly were inſubjection to their husban 1s: Sara by name 
to Abrahem, calling him Lord : By all theſe arguments theſe 
two Apoſtles ( not the one who was married , but the 0- 
ther unmarried ) doe conclude the woman under ſubjeian; 
that without grudping, ſhe might reſigne up her ſelte ( un- 


der God ) to her husband. And doubtleſſe, if it be asked,by 


What commandement this ſubje&ion of the wife m_ in 
| OIrce z 
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force, its doubtlefſe by the vertue of that fifth , which im- 
poſes obedience upon inferiors to their ſuperiors ( although 
1ndivers.degrees): with an implied penalty of diſobedience. 
And queſtionlefle, if looke noe further , then the ſinne and 
curſe it ſelfe, in theletter therof, there is no leſſe threatnedto 
the woman then ſuch a ſubjecion tothe man, as had paine 
and zrking annexed unto jt. Even as that other penalty alſo 
annexed untvit,of breeding and travaile,extendes to a mer- 
tall paine and pinch , as conſidered 1n it ſelfe. In it felfe 1 
ſay ; for notwithſtanding allthis, the Lord our mercifull and 
indulgent father, in and through the mediation of Chriſt , 
ed and releaſed the rigor and 
have elſe where treated here- 


hath in great favour aſſwa 
meaſure of theſe penalties , 
of. Tf the common favour of Chriſt our Redeemer, had not 
caſed whole mankind from the excefle of all ſorts of penal- 
ties, what were the life of man , but deſolation and miſery ? 


cle, 


But in meer pity to the accurſed creature, weltring under her 
puniſhment,as a man wounded lies wallowing in his blood, 


the Lord Icſus hath brought things to a Reconcilement, 


beth in heaven and earth. So, that the heavens heare the 


reft him of his Lordſh 
uleful ſubjeAion,who 


earth,the carth the creatures,andthey man who elſe ſhould ©2!9!: 3. 39, 
ſubſiſt, - Ifthe Oxe, Horſe, Aﬀe, and other beaſts, which by Hol, 2, 21.24, 
mans finne are of ſubj<s, turn'd rebels againſt him,and be- 

, were not againe retrated to ſome 

ould come neer them? But now their 

rebcLjon to us is mederated, and a ſhaddaw of qur Lordihip 

over them reſtored,not ta the godly only,butwholy to the na 

ture of man;by whoſe induſtry,che wildeſt are tamed.I faysby peru a 


a common fruit of the luperabounding merit of Chrilt.Such is 1e4eq all 


' bufing the end of their creation by hurting & deſti oying him, 
whokchelpers they were created to bezthe Lord abaſed them 
to a law:degree of inferiority to the man, and that jultly : ©, 
Yet through Chriſt,thus extremity. is diſpenced with, and re- 
duced to a tolerable mediocrity for the caſe of womankind. 

So that God can make that a royall and honorable equality 
(after a ſort)whichian made a 


| Crs of tedious ſlavery.But to 
the EleRt its. far better ; Norwny 
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the releaſe of this penalty of women; for though for their a things both in 
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of Children , ſhe ſhalbe ſaved, if ſhe continue in faith, holy F 
nes,and modeſty: that 1s,her curfe becomes a blefſed occafis 
on of ſalvation. So in this point of ſubjeion : it becomes an 
wholeſome meane to humble the ſoale ander the might 
hand of God, and the guilt of her nature, and ſo to drive her 
to Chriſt, And not ſo alone,but is a continuall holder downe 
of her ſoule under ſubje&ion to God, in the courſe of her 
converſation. And both make her inthis reli gions awe and 
ſubje&ion to her husband, ſo much the more pretious in the 
eye of God,and all that know her. Lo a penalty made an or- 
nament,very hight elteem'd ofGod. And as for thoſe wame, 
who feare notGod,yet this indulgence of providence,if it be 
not a meane to breake their hearts,and to ſecke further to get 
a part in Chriſts peculiar redemption of the Ele: it ſhalbe 
(doubtleſſe)a donble aggravating oftheir condemnation. 
Now for the third reaſon of the point, why the woman 
ſhould for her patt doc to the uttermoftts grace & improve 
the married condition, by beeing ſubje& to herkusband,ap- 
peares by this,that by ſubjefions ſhe preſerves the honor of 
her marriage in the integrity therof.She is called the crowne 
of her husband.TheCrowneRoyall we know,is a rich thing, 
and richly veſet:all to honour a true King, when its ſet upen 
his head in his coronation,before all the people; But a wo- 
man made of ſubjetion , is of a farre more pretious frame 
and mettall then a Crowne , or any thing which goesto it: 
and becing ſet upon the head of her hnsband, honoreth him, 
not onely 1nthe day of his marriage, but all his life long, in 
the eyes of all that behold her:No crowne glads the heart of 
a King,ſo as ſhee makes glad the heart of her hnsband. He 
is her King and Lord, though he ſhould want this Crowne; 
for 1ts not a wives rebellion , which can deveſt him of his 
authority,and henor,in pojnt of right:he may he a poore pit- 
tyed King,for lacke of this Crowne,but inright,he'is a King 
neverthelefſe: having his Crowne deteined by violence from 
him,and woe to them that deteyne the Crowne from the na- 
turallPrince:expoſing the petſon of ſo ſacred an 6ne(whom 
God hath made honorable to reproach and diſhonor ; So 
here, God will revenge it, and make her that hath 994 
| © baCcKey 
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backe ,to rue it, andto pay full deerly for her preſumption. 
But when this Crowne is added to the heade of a lawful 
King,then is his honor made up to the fall; & ſuch honor is a 
wife ſnbje&to her husband, Not as aCrown abeve but upon 
his head: her honor is not in being aCrowne aloft,but upo & 
for the husband;She is no Crowne of her ſelfe, but in reſpe&t 
of him whem ſhe honers:receving back as much honor from 
that head which ſhe Crowns,as ſhe affoards unto it. Neither, 
is the honor of ſuch a marriage betweene themtel. alone, (for 
honor is rather in the power of the honorer , then the hono- 


red ) but alſo itreacheth to many others ; we ſee it in Ruth Ruth; yi. 


married toBexz. All the children of my people, knoweth thee 
tobee.a vertuous waman, and himan happy husband 1n her, 
praying for them (as indeed it fell out ) that they might do 
well in Ephratha, & be famous in Bethlem. How cana mar- 
riage betweene an underſtanding head and a tubzet wite, 
chuſc but be honorable? who can ſmoother the honor of ſuch 
Couples, or judge whether of tho two, is more ſuccesfull in 
either ? or who wiſheth nat, it were his owne caſe, or thc 
caſe of any whom he loveth,to be married to a wite to quali- 
fied ? And well they may; for as it is rare to meete with ſuch 
couples, ſo, the Commodity whichthey procure caCh to 
other,exceedes all commendation. All this confidered,a wo- 
man ſhould be muck too blame to deſert herduty inthis caſe, 
and to lay the honour of her Marriage in the dult. 


What 15 then this ſubjection, and wherin ſtandes it ? For g 1,;.q;,,, 
the former I ſay its ſuch a convincement of ſpirit in the wo- wii it 57 


man touching the equity of Gods ordinance, ( and her Pe- 
nalty inſpeciall:)as cauteth,both a falling downe of heart in 
humility to God, and her husband ; and 1n her converſation 
to acknowledge& prattize all ſuch reverence,as becometh 
her head. By this.detcription,it may appearc,in what particu- 
larsthis ſubjetion (tandes:to wit, Cheelly in the ſpirit of the 


wife,and nextly in her demeanure , The former is that ſame, $,,;.q;,n 
wherof St. Peter {peakes of. The meeknes of the hidde man of rwo-fold, 
the heart,of an incorrupt and quict ſpirit, which with God 1s «.Per.z 4. 


much et by. He meaneth an inward principle of ſubjc&tion of 


the'heart , whichis firſt given up to God,purged of ſelfe and 
LI 2 pride 


r., 
Ot the ſpirit, , 
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Pride,(the ſeede of unſubjeRion) and then to the husbang, 
for his ſake, Although a woman have all outward aceom- 
pliſhments this way, yet , if her outward ſubjzeRion beging 
before her inward (as __ womens doth) it will vaniſh at 
laſt, as a lampe forlacke of oile. No framing of a woman,by 
moſt exquiſite education , outward forming of the bodie to 
delicate behavior and ſemblance of ſabjetion, can com- 
paſſe this,no more thenan Ape can attaine the qualification 
of Reaſon. Ne artificiallreſpeRiveneſle of the eye,the cur- 
tefie of body , the ſilence or compoſure of the tongue, or the 
like,can ſecure an husband of ſubjeiongexcept alltheſe be 
ated from an heart of ſabje&ion,through the conſcience of 
the duty. But,if the principle be ſound,and an heart fearing 
God,awed bya command,ifſuing fro Chriſt his love & a wil- 
ling mind,not from neceſfity,credit, or reftreint (which will 
go farre,8& make a great ſhew)then is this duty well planted, 
& wil endure. What is al that Afeolls bewitching love toDa- 
vid, (which forced him to ſende for her long after her ſepa- 
ration) to that one baſeneſle , That ſhee deſpiſed himin her 
heart? The woman then, muſt ſet up her husband there, and 
fhrine himin the ſecret of her heart; and then,all her exter- 
nall ſubje&Rion will lowe ſweetly, fully,conſtantly, without 
grudging,and fit comely as a garment fit for the body, 

But,it wilbe obje&ed, There is norule ſo generall, but it 
admits exception. Women confefſe, that, as the caſe may 
ftand,and as the husband may deſerve by his great learning, 
wiſedome, gifts, grace, art , experience, or like abilities, 
fome woman might be content toreſigne up her felfe to her 
husband,and be ſubje& to him,as to her head. But,as for or- 
dinary husbands, whoſe deſerts are ſmall, and their defets 
great, ( perhaps in ſome, or in molt reſpe&ts mentiened ) it 
would prove an hard'taske for a woman ſo farre to deny ker 
ſelfe,as to be ſubjet. Te which I anſwere, God is not the 
God of confuſion; he puts this burden of fubzeion upon no - 
woman, who takes not the yoke of marriage upon her ſclfe; 
which the Lord doth force upon none , but allowes each 
woman , to be her owne Refuſer, and to chuſe for her ſclfe 


(if ſhe can) ſach a-man,as ſhe can yeeld ſubjeion ahyr® 
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And there isno more then needes,in this'caution,to- prevent 
that baſe and carnall-difdaine, which efe might ariſc in her 
heart,againſt her husband, to wit, whert the ſhall meet with 
an object ef diſhonor , and findlittle to provoke due reſpe&t 
tewardes him: I ſay,the Lord, who knowes, that the ſpirit 
that is in man luſts after envie and ſcorne,' woull have this 
diſeaſe prevented to the uttermelt'; that ſo ſubjeion might 


ſeeme not to come fromneceflitygybut from free will. But 


yet,ftill I fay , if a woman will batke ſuch a command, and, 
either out of a preſent humor, or out of a carnall conceit (at 
firſt ). that ſhee canlead and rule a ſimple man at her pleaſure 
(which after ſhee findes an harder Theme then ſhe wiſt”) 
ſhall ſnare her ſelfe with ſuch an husband as 'ſhee cannot 
deeme worthy of the honor of her heart : in this caſe, I will 
wonder that ſhee would ſnare her ſelfe with ſuch a one: but 
being maried to her,I will preſſe upo her,the like duty of ſub- 
je&tion,as if he were the moſt complete husband of a'thou- 
and : like (I-fay)for'kind;, 'although not for meaſure. ''For, 
tell mee, poore woman, who thus cavilleſt , what is it, 
which God hath aymr'd at inthis Ordinance ? at thine owne 
endes, or his owne? and thy husbands ? Art thou, ſos fimple, 
asto imagine, when God hath impoſed a yoke upen thee;to 
tame thy Rebellion; that he will (at thy inftance) turne it to 
a Contentment of thy ſelflovye? what ſingular thing doſt thou 
inſubmitting thy ſelfe-to excellencies and parts in an hus- 
band?Is it not for thy felfe! And who ſhall fiade ont ſuch an 
husband forithee ;3- whem thou mayſt not except againlt, as 
defetive.in ſome kynd or other? > Know then,that God hath 
ordeyned ſubjefion to an husband , as an husband., bee he 
what he may (he is ſnch an ohe as thou haſt thought fit)and 
therfore one whom God hath thought fit to- receiv: thy 
fubjetion. If he have but indifferent parts,and abilities, and 
not-many mens gifts united in one,then conſider, he hath but 
the defects of one. ' And who art thou, O woman, haſt thou 
the perfeAtions of many women ?* Therfore looke; upon 
thine ownedefefRts,and thy husbands wilbe overſcene:Count 
thine owne parts but ordinary , ahdthine husbants will be 
| L1 3 tolerable 
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tolerable. Enlarge his a little,and diminifh thine owne, and 
ſo thou ſhalt meet.in the haKke waygand make ſome equality, 
But howſacver,, God hath fect thee in place of ſubjeRion, 
howloever ; eythef to.a man of worth, for his deſert,or to a 
man worthleſle, for conſcience fake, and for the ſake of hin 
who hath ſubjeRed thee. If thou obey for a Command fake, 
thereis thanke,or, if-not, then for neceſſity {ake , and wo to 
thee in bothreſpeAts, if thou be; notſubzea. A Miniſter is 
commanded to preach and-watch for Conſcience fake, not 
for living, or by ReſpeRts: Alibjet bath not that name 
tor that he obeyes thoſe -Lawes of his Prince which 
pleaſe him, - bur. , becauſe: his: [Prince Commandes, ex- 

cept he will endurethe penalties-annexed : Tfthen cither a 
Miniſter;or Subje&t will looke at God; whether gayne or no 
caine, whether good Prince or unzuſt,'and obey , orels woe 
co both : then looke alſo than woman atthe bare command 
of God;diſpence not thou where: Ged dothnot. The ſame 
wer that is 1n Commanding all.to. obey their. Parents, for- 
idding all to worſhip Idols, to'commit facriledge; that 
ſame I ſay chargeth all wives be ſubje&, forbiddeth them 

Rebellion. | 

Exceptioi's in Now yet I will not deny, but there 'is an-exception to 
ſome calt; 2-. ſome kind of ſubjeftion.. If thy hisband-ſtretch his authori- 
2p EY ** ty beyond /Gods bannils then andrionely-thea, thou art per- 
jeRtiog. mitted to refiraine thy ſubje&ion in that kind , with yeel- 
ding a reaſon, It was not the finne of Vaſt, ( asT takeit ) 
[n caſe of un that ſhe offered not. her beauty. and perſon, to a vainglorious 
[awtull com- oftentation before the multitude; for, that might have been 
mands, a ſnare to her as it was to others; buit:that ſhe ſubjected not 
her ſee fo farre 5. as was meet, to goc to the King, andto 
acknowledge his Soveraignty in all lawfull, meet things, to 
ive a modctt reaſon of her refaſall, promiſing to ſubmit her 
clfe in all other. Even ſo here. Thongh the wite bee ticd , 
both-inall direct charges of God!, and:1nall other whichre- 
pugne not , Imeane 1n things pure ;' comely , and good r& 
port z yet if her husband will try ker in the contraty , ſhee 
mult 1n all humble medeſty-rctnſe, and ſay , whether it bee 
meet here to obey God or you, judge yees- :So that, herein 
5 | there 
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there muſt be wiſe caution uſed, thar neither ſhe ſtreighten 
her husbands power, nor yet enlarge her husbandstyrannie, 
ot her obedience to it.' For (to digrefſe a little ) not only the 
husband'may preſſe the ſubjeftion of a wife in things arbi- 
trary,but even in the omiſſion of ſome commands. An exam- 
ple of both wil cleer it. Two faſhions of Apparrel are offered 
ro a Woman ,'<qually decent and modeſt :' ſhe inclines to the 
one, he tothe other. It were his diſcrefion herein, to yeeld 
to her, the choice of her faſhion: howbeit, if he will hear- 
ken to no reaſon, but urge upon her his faſhion , ſhe mult be 
obedient and denie her owne, for conſcience fake. Againe, 
ut caſe the husband requires his wife at ſuch a time, to for- 
nt the hearing of a good ſermon, and to heare another 
at another congregation ; or to forfeit the hearing of the 
word , uponſuch a Sabbath day , although in generall hee 
oppoſe neither hearing the word, nor keeping a Sabbath in 
the ſame kind and place; althongh its trne,that the charge of 
hearing and keeping of 9abbaths, is Gods : yet becauſe 
theſe Commands tie not ts every time and place , and may 
in ſome caſes be omitted,therefore, let the husband looke to 
himſelfe how ſafely he reftreines her of her liberty ( left 
God curſe his uſurpation ) or otherwiſe ; and ſtand to his 
owne adventures; But ſince ſuch a reſtreint may pofſibly be | 
lawfull, (though he harſhly conceale it from her) therefore 
ſhee muſt not conteſt nor holde chat with her husband, why 
he requires it , but'yecelde for the preſent, and afterwardes 
returne to her liberty againe. But if hereby, he encroach fur- | 
therto forbid her the Ordinances,ſhee muſt difobey. Onely 
in a Cafe of particular abftinence , ſhe mult thinke thus, my 
husband ſees cauſe of ſuch a charge, I will not deſcant, if he & 
ſhould offend,yet I will not rebell, folong as any good con- 
ſtrution may be made of it,but meekly ftoope ah obey. I 
a_ be endleſſe jn inſtances ; I'deny not,but many a good 
wife miſmatche and pitt upon ſandry extremitics, is to be 
ttied and praid for : but not therfore to releaſe: ker ſelfc | 
em ſabjection and breake all cordes 1n funder, becauſe un- if 
leaſing to thefleſh, As St. Perey telles them, They muſt 
rive for ſo blamelefle a converſation ,, and ſubjeion to- 
wardes 
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wardes their husbands, though rade and churliſh , es may 
cauſe them to magnifie the truth of God, and juſtifie their 
Obedience, and wiſh themſelves. in like conditian with 
them,inthe day of their vifitation.Looke up therfore to God 
& yeeld to many unwelcome ſervices(if they be not dire&ly 
ſinfull, bur abhorring to have the leaſt tellowſhipwith them, 
as he ſaid, Into their counſclllet not my ſoule come.) It thay 
be prefſcd to any baſe thing , which conſcience ſtarts at, as 
to keepe looſe company, to, weare garith, apparel, tg 
traduce the godly,or what elſe ſoever indecent and im pure; 
forfe't the pleaſing of thy has5and on earth,and pleaſe a bet- 
tcr in heaven; who will bring forth kis doves fromthe crocs 
ky pots,and that. with honor, whea they committhemſclyes 
to him,in their1nnocency« , Wheras flattering and tempari. 
ſing women, who in ſhew will hold with Ggd, but yet eep 
quarter with ungodly busbands for their own ends; ſhall at 
Jaſt be detected for hypocrites and rewarded with reproack 

and diſhonor, | | Lian 1134 
Further q :ali- I ſhall inſiſt jnthe next Chapter in, another Exception, 
fication of the yyhich allowes a woman ſuch a libertie in Gads matters 
womars SuÞ- ith her husband,as to prompt and occaſion unto him Chri- 
Feeunn, ſtianſpeech, good counſell, with modeſtic and in ſeaſon: for 
| "= the ſubjecian we treate ofgis not flavith but equall & royall 
In prompting in a fort, as I have noted : But to,g0. om Shee 15 not {0 to be 
the busband Jubje as if in all caſes,ſhe ought alike to ſtand or fall at the 
wrhReligions barre and-prerogative of her husbands will 3 Some eaſes fall 
Counfcll, out betweene themof orcater difficulty , doubt and danger, 
-M then ordinary; ſuch as extend to the hazarde of eſtate, chil- 
In czſcsof dif-drenyea liberty and life it ſelfe. . In ſuch gaſes, : (it they be 
ficuſty and but arbitrary) as removall from preſent dwellng,upon great 
h.zard, charge and loſſc,or,to places of ull health,jlloejghbors, with 
loſſe ef Goſpell;long voyages by ſcazto remote Plantations, 
or inthe ſudden change of Trades, or yenturing ofa fiocke 
ppon ſome. new proj c&, lending;out,or borrowing of great 
ſums,aveyding of debts,{cthing of eftate, praviding for chil- 
dren, collly buildings, great cnterteyoments bcyopd ability, 
or ſuch like inſtances, wherin the woman islike to ſhare 25 
deep inthe ſorrow , if got more , then the husbaod ; __ 
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good ſhee ſhould hare in the adviſe, and not be compelled 
to ovey perforce. An husband perhaps in ſuch caſes may ne- 
cellitate his wife to yeeld, but he doth her the more wronz, 
for God in ſuch caſes leaves her to her freedome. Could a 
Martyr in Queene aries dayes Compell his wife to ſuffer 
in the ſame cauſ2 with himſclfe , although both were of the 
ſame judgment? No:tor her Conſcience was her owne,and 
his meaſure might (haply )exceed hers , many degrees, both 
in knowledge, faith and Lourage. It hath bine by ſome very 
ſtrangely determined, that it an husband be refolvedupon a 
remote plantation, the wife muſt follow, by hand and by 
head. But,under correction its neither ſo nor ſo : headſhip is 
not e1venthe husBan4d to deſtroy , but to helpe and edifye, 
She hath a judgement to informas well as he,& mult ſee her 
groundes cleere as wel as he: the nuwlt have leaſure & tyme, 
to deliberate of it, 1s well as he, till ſhe bereſolved, that ſhe 
may do that in fatth, which ſhee doth. Therfore(with mode- 
ſy and diſcretion) its allowed her to deliberate, to alledge 
her reaſons by her ſelfe, or by her friends, fabmitting them 
$0 the Judgement of wiſer then her ſelfe, and as ſhee ſhalbe 
calt and adjudged, fo to deny her ſelfe and obey cither way, 
And when Gods will is made knowne, eyther he or thee, 
areto reſt, without further diſtemper each with other? Meane 
while, the husband 1s not to inſult , threaten, and domincer 
over herasa Lord, who had his wives will captived to his 
owne : neither to deſert and depart from her ip a deſperate 
waygbut by all leving wales tenderly to draw her , and con- 
vince herby the ſtrength of reaſon, and the bowells of com- 
aſſion. Ged ſpeakes not new by lively yoice from heaven, 
in ſuch doubtfull caſes, as once he pleaſed todoe in times 
paſt. Sar a therby knew Gods will in her jorneistoo and fro, 
as well as Abraham,and bad his promiſe of protection, aſwell 
as he: therfore her Subjection ties not women iu like adven- 
tures,now,asS then. But now doubtfull caſes mult be fcanned 
and determined , according to the neerelt that Scripture , or 
reaſon import : that ſo, her obedience may rather flow from 
cenſent,then compulſion. iy A 
Thus,I:have ſaydc more of the firſt branch, then I had in- 
Mm tended 
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$.bje&ion of tended to doznot ſo properly,as neceſſarily,to ſpare my ſelf 
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jJabour in anether place: let me now ſound retreat to my re- 
ders thoughts ; and cometo the ſecond branch of my diviſfi- 
on,that is,the ſf1bjection of the womans prattice. Which,al- 
though it be but a ſhadow without the other ; yet that muſt 
not paſs for the whole paiment of the debt;tor,who may not 
fay,their heart is good this way, when as their converſation 
ſhewsitnot ? But a ſubjed heart appeares belt, when a wo- 


man ſajes little of that which is within,but leaves to them to 


judge, who heare and ſee. Andthis pra&ice of the womans 
ſubzetion,muſt appeare in thefe three parttculars,in matters 
of Gods werſhin,in matter of the world,and,in her marriage 
converſe. For the firſt, ſhe s with an awful and gp etc, and 
honouring heart,to behold in her ausband the giftsof God; 
As namely , that ability which God hath given himyto be in 
Gods ſteed unto tcr,in all things pertayning unto her ſoule ; 
as alſo to menage the ſervices of God with her, either in the 
family or apart;zs to reade the word judiciouſly,to catechize 
and infor:ne in the grounds of religion diftinQly ; to admo- 
nifh the faraiſy,agaioſt the finnes,and exhort interiors to the 
duties of their order and Condition, wife, children,fojor- 
ners, ſervants. I ſzy,ſhe onghrt foto obſerve Gods image in 
theſe gifts of her husband,asto feel no ſpirit in her to deſpiſe 
him, to gainſay,to comparezor cenſure them. Yea though her 
own gifts be more then ordinary,yet to conceale & ſuppreſs 
them 11 this &ind, ( except her husdand {hall at any time de- 
fire to bee partaker therof in private for his ſpirituall quick- 
ning, and then with all kumble jelfdeniall to impart her ſelfe 
with him:) and enjoy them to her ſelf in fubjeAtion.Note it, 
that the Apoſt.ivhen he is in the midft of his urging this duty 
to the wife, then doth he touch this point,ſaying,letthe wo- 
man learnein filence;and,I ſuffer not the woman to teach,or 
uſurpe authority over the man,but to be jnfilence. You mult 
note,that inthis age, the ſpirit of God was powred upon all 
feſh,ſo that women as well as men had great gifts of under- 
ſtanding and-prophecy vouchſafed thems which (no doubr) 
might put them forward to exprefie' themſelves befors their 


kusbands. Now if fuck women, thenhow nuch.more wut 
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ordinary wome be ſubje in this kind to their hnsbands? She 
ought indeed to encourage her hnsbandcordially,toproceed 
inſuch a courſe, ſhewing it to be the joy of her heart, when 
ſhe ſees him to fet up God in the family + She is to remore to 
theuttermoſt,all lets and Rops, which might offend;as unſea- 
ſonable attendance upon buſineffe (which commonly offers 
itſelfe moſt, whenit leaſt ſhould , alſo the complaints and 
trouble of childrE:with other c ccaſions of the family,as that 
might by her wiſe prevention,be caſt upo other times as iyel, 
I ſay,ſhe ts wiſely to procure the opportunittes of worſhip ; 
but he is to menage and performs them 3 She being within 
doores , muſt rake it jier part-to prepare and forelay the fea- 
ſons, for her husbands better eafe and content in theſe du- 
tics : a wiſe houlwite will bee alwaies beforehand in her 
buſinefle , that ſo the heuſe may be empty , f\ivept, and gar- 
niſhed for God to come 111. She muſt abhorre (as I faid vw- 
fore ) to juftle and ſhoulder out the tolemne matters of Sod, 
yea or to Cut them off by the middle, and contradt them, by 
the colourable pretunces of other matters. So t«ydions in her 
drefling and trimming; that a pin r uit not be awry , ſo ſlug» 
giſh and lateward in her upriting, fo curious about her Chil- 
drens addreſiment,{o.redious 3n her manifold proclamations 
and turnagaiaes, that it would yrke any Chriſtian husband 
to fuſpend Vods worke upon ſuch fooleries, and yet eitherjt 
muſt © e ſo, or worſe. No no, accompt theſe things bables 
in reſpe& of the other ; that one thing neceſſary : learne to 
outgrow all ſuch old cuſtomes as baſe,in Gods hems The 
divell will never ſuffer a woman to want bones to throw in 
the way of duty,if he {pie a mind ready toadmit them. If any 
part muſt needs loſe,let the worlds part be the loſer. Subjeat- 
on tothe husba1r d,will firſt begin with God: ſetting him up, 
and affording him his due.Nothing will moreencourage a rc= 
ligious husbard,to be ſtri& and carctul inhis way,then when 
he ſees his wives zeale in this kind:nor more diſmay and en- 
feeble him,then the ſlacknes and indifferency of the wife,that 
ſhe is ſo far from forgetting herſelf tor God,that ſhe will not 
afford ym that regard whichlies within her placeto expreſle. 
. But whatthen (willſome fay ) is the wife then wholy cut 
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off fromthe officiating of worſhip,in her family ? I anſwer, 
ſhe hath a great worke of it, to ſeeke God conſtantly by her 
ſelfe apart, at times meet : and , if her family conſiſt of her 
owne ſcx, ſhe may like Eſter with her owne maides, in the 


abſence of her husband pray with, and teach her family, and 


children,beſides the private refpe&t ſhe oweth the out ofthe 
a& of worſhip. But(will ſome fay)is ſhe ſoſtraighted,that in ' 
no reſpes ſhe may performe theſe duties in the preſence of 
the other ſcx in the family? or of her owne husband , as the 
caſe may r.quire? I anſwer,touching her ſervants the caſe is 


 Ifſe ditticulr, being her inferiors as well as her husbands, 


Avſw. 
y « Whi nh 
C2uuons, 


and fo ſhe doing the duty of a Governor to them, ſhe is dil- 
charged, eſpecially they being unable, ignorant, or unmeet 
to bee fo occupied, and ready to pearke up and trample the 
Authority of the woman under feet, by ſuch occaſions. But, 
touching the husband ,. although the caſe be more difficult, 
yet I doubt not , but ſhe may alſo before him, aſwellasthe 
other, performe theſe duties, if theſe cautions bee obſerved: 
For why? ſerving of God 1n it ſelf can hinder no ſubjeRion, 
but rather further 1t,in a lowly and humble ſpirit, privy to her 
owne infirmities,onely marke how? Firſt ſhe may attemptit, 
in caſe of utter inſutticiency of parts in her husband,I meane 
knowledge and underſtanding. 2. In caſe of invincible de- 
feats of expreſſion and utterance in the husband. 3.And 
much more , when there is an utter looſenes and careleſnes 
in him to look after it, much more a vicious contempt, 
fo that (as far as lieth in him )the worke were like to be quite 
caſhierd out of the family : 4. If her husband: do allow 
her with all cheerfulneſſe, or requeſt her to undertake it,for 
Conſcience,or if not, yet bee content to give way to it upon 
reaſonable termes,of connivence:iyca, though not ſo cquall 
termes, but with ſome lowring,and with breakings out now 
and then, or ypbraydings of her; yet not forbidding and op- 
poſing , ſhe muſt rather undergoe ſome brunts for God and 
her family,and beare them as meckly as fhee canghen under 
ſich pretence to abandon the _ But,if he bee willing,and 
able,though perhapsunqualified for grace,ſhee muſt nor en- 
croach upon the office and difauthoriſe her hnsband: wy 
: Fl 
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all \weete meanes accepting that which is , and covering 

detects, to draw him forward to that which is not, in token 
of an heart truly ſudje&. 5. If ſhe(befide, her ableneſle to 
performe 1t ) bee alſo, qualified with ſingular moleſty, and 

humility, awe and reverence, both of God and his Angells, 
and her husband, whoſe preſence ſhould alwaics be ſolemne, 
and ballance her ſpirit to ſoberneſle and ſa>jeRion. 

If God denie her that intereſt and ReſpeR from her hus- 
band which ſhe deſerveth, ſo that he ſlights her parts, deſpi- 
ſes her graces , and will by no meancsend:rre her Service in 
this kind ; the effec isſad, to behold God caſt out , and the 
family deſerted,and expoſed to ruine : But her remedie is,ra- 
ther to mournein ſecret,and by other wiſedome to ſeeke the 
releefe of this burden, then to breake her boundes. Oa the 
other ſide , if theſe reſpeRts be obſerved ſhe may. For the 
Lord ties none ſoſtridly , that either one mult do it, to wit, 
the Mr.of the family,or none. No no:the Lord knowes,that 
oftentimes he of all other parts of the houſehold, leaſt beſee- 
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mes his place ; and beſides, if the head of the family himſclfe, 


even when he isable, yet for reaſons may reſigne up his li- 
derty to another, a ftranger , who probably may honor God 
and profit the family more,then himſelfe, (in which caſe to 
ſick to his Priviledge were a ſigne of pride and ſingularity) 
much more may he (in the caſe of aſuall worlhip, whenthe 
very ſubſtance of worſhip lies at theſtake ) authoriſe the 
woman to performe it. For,although he diſhonor his head- 
ſhip;yet his penance is juſt, for his {in.Better it is,that he be 
ſhent & ſhamed for his ſin,(eſpecualy kimſelfrevenging it, ) 
then that God ſhould be barred of his due;by both his & her 
withdrawing the duty,& the whole Family wanting the or- 
dinances. It was Gods Lawe,that,ifthe Servant would wil- 
lingly abaſe himſelftoflaverie,his eare was to be boared:but 
his Mr.was not to loſe his advantage. And the wife is as well 
the Mother,as the man,the father of the family:She is a parte 
of the houſeholdes head , as the husband is the wives head. 
Now if ſhe be free from the dominion of her head, then is 
ſhee he whole head of the family, and returnes to her pri- 
viledge:lo that withput checke or controll ſhee may (being 
—_—_ fitted 
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fitted) difcharge the duty : But if beeing a widow, { never. 
uſed to it before ) ſhe find this new taske to be over tedious 
to her,then ought the to reſigne it to another;as (if ſhee bee 
of ability,)to ane mainteined for that purpoſe , if not, yet to 
ſuch a ſervant , as both for parts and kumblenefle may bee 
meete to take it upon him , without offence: for elſe the re- 
medy may proove Wurlſe then the diſeaſe, through his con- 
tempt. It beeing to canteyne a thing within bounds, when 
its oat of kis Eleraent. As touching the husbands abſence(as 
I have faid ) ſhe may doul:tlefſe more ſafely performe it 
with the ſervants,:thenn uf Braga If it ſhould be alleg- 
ged, There be in the family,fuch, as whom the may reſigne - 
up tlie duty unts, both for dexterity and humility, I fay little 
to that for the preſent, ſo long as her gifts be competent ſhe 
is the Governeſle,thcy interiors, & the {ad efeRts in bold (e: 
vants ofthis comſe,dothnota little diſaffet me:yet I will not 
deny alawiulnefle altogether for her to reſigne it, if ſheet be 
adviſed to it by theinthat give counſell, as well as by her 
{clfe.Bur,if ſuch uclps faile, what ſhould hinder her from the 
cheerefull and free undertaking of it? Ard ſo auch for this. 
Now ſecondly, ſhee mult alto be ſubje& to himyin matter 
of his worldly cltate.Shee is not to ſtand upon ſtiffe termes, 
and (as we ſay )upon her pantofles with her husband,touch- 
ing her cquality of right to his eſtate, and goods, with him- 
{clf: For here,the queſtion is not ſo much ofright,as Employs 
ment : Now ſhe mult not diltra&t the common {tocke from 
her husbands hand,into her owne,to occupy it at pleaſure,ts 
diſpence the Charges of the family,as ſhe liſtes,or purfing of 
the Commodity, 4s well as he: which were to ſeeke a Quar- 
termaſterſhip with him, and to ſeeie a double, not the ſingle 
wealth of the family jointly.No.Shee muſt know, God is the 
God of order,both in Church and family: ſhe muſt holde ns 
Quarter with her husband in this buſlineſſe. Two headesin 
2 family confound all : her Providence muſt bee under his, 
and be directed by his ; running io the lame ſtreame with it, 
tendirg to one Common wealth, purſe , and gaine, not her 
owne, but his and the families. Ifay , while the husband is 
hkimſclfe: for elſe, hee being diſabled either by age, or infu- 
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tnot:ſhee is to ſet to her ſhoulders to the uttermoſt, rather 
then the Rate of the family be perverted. I addeallo, if he 
being a man carried by his inordinate luſts , and feeling him- 
ſelte to ſuffer his eftate to decay , ſhall permit her to looke 
into the affayres of the family , ( there beeing no child nor 
sther to be truſted) ſhe may lawfully undertake the Charge, 
rather than commit the ſhip to wind and wether. Moreover, 
Idoubt not but the wife, ſo far as her $kill reacheth , becing 
endued with a gift and skillin fome gyitery, which her hus- 
band is not, eſpecially the husband beeing ydle and flothfuil 
to improove his owne ftocke, or perhaps having embefleled 
t alreadic:may be occupied jn that calling of hers: provided 
tht ſhe be comptable to her hasband , whoſe ſtocke ſhe oc- 
cupivs: For, it ſhe occuyy a borrowed itocke , ſhe js praiſe- 
worthie for her induſtrie, but comptable onely to her credi- 

tors: in ſach a caſe , if ſhe ſhare'with hin fo farce as to keep 

him from beggery its enough, for ſhze aymes at the ſupport 

efher family. One thing mare I adde, if the husband thall 
allow his wife to undertradt with hun, that is, fer her owne 
vailes and content to uſe ſome petty ſtoeke for her owne 
vantage : ſo there de no prejudice hereby done to her 0- 

tier Hnſwifery in family , nor to her hu3bands ſtocke , ſhe 


may lawfally accept rhe kindnefle , provide that 1n the de- | 


fe& of her owne $kill , ſhe ve guided by his counſell,to pre- 
vent damage , and umyrove her gainesto the 11ghr endes; 
not the maynteyning of ſin in her ſelfe,or hers. But,fettin 

theſe and the like limitations aſide , thee muſt be wholly in 
all her courſe for him,& his endes; Expe&ting from his wiſe- 
dome and love, ſuch recompence as 1s meet, for her honeſt 
ſupport and mayntenance.I am not ignorant, that many hus- 
dands ſome for floth,others:to avoid their wives diſcontents, 
ſuppoſing to allay their fierseneſle of ſpirit by reſigning their 
nght,others, under other color of Miniſteriall, or burden- 
fome ſervice,have, and Jo,put the bridle of providence, into 
their wyves hand : ( and that , when as none of the former 
cautions do require it: ) but whether this ſwerving fromthe 
Ordinance, hath not weakned their Headfhip , arumated the 
WOInan 
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woman to an exceſle of ſpirits, cauſing that natnre which of 
it ſelfe is too forward,to waxe more infolent; let experience 
judge.Inferiority is readie to deſpiſe anthority,if occaſioned: 
finis out of meaſure unbridled : eafilier held off from the oc- 
caſion,then reſtreyned under the occaſion. Beſides,that the 
husbands hand is cut cff, as it were by the wrves Mertmayne 
(for many wivespeark up tomeddlewith the eſtate,ſuſpeing 
that thetr husbands are more ready to do good then them- 
ſelves from that bounty , which both his place and will 
would admit. 

Queſt. But here likewiſe a queſtion is made., whether it agree 
Miy the wo- With the wyves ſubjeQtion, to give to good and charitable 
man of her uſes, of her owne accord ? thatis , without the husbands 
ſelfe give t® conſent? To whichlT anſwere, That the ſeaſons of weldoiag 
WR cable are to be diſtinguiſhed. Such occaſions there may be offred, 
—_ and ſuch neceſlities may lye upon the Church, and upon the 

members of it by the rag of unreaſonable enemies,opprefſors 

and perſecutors, yea ſnch ſ{trejghts may beſer the poore ſcr- 

vants ofGod,as may diſcharge the wifc fi 6ordinary ſubjei- 

eAnſw. onin this caſe:as in theAfartyrs daics(I doubt not ): hart many 
Occiaanly ſhe wome borrowedleave from heaven to doe good, who it they 
may not. But had ſtaid while they had leave on earth mult have wayted,till 
1m lomeca'® their cyes intheir bead had talle ourgfor ought their husbands 
OY" woulde have yeelded to. They diſpenced therfore with their 
unwillingpeſle in ſuch caſc,& diſpatcht the duty. I leave the 
conſideration of ſuch neceſlities,to be judged of by the wile, 

eſpecially in theſe our ſad times wherin the aflictions of 

To Gods Church, are little thought of by the moſt , who drinke 
In xm. away and forget, cate andſleep,and ſtretch themſelves upon 
-; 962 aa '© their beds, not thinking of the affliction of Joſeph ; ſo they 
fare well whatis it tothem though the Church periſh ? But 

to returne,for an ordinary courſe, ſhe may not put forth her 
hand to give of her husbands eſtate of her owne head , cx- 
Except.s. C<Ptyfirlt,ſhe demaund her husbands conſent, which 1 ſpeak 
becauſe ſome women might have from their husbands,if they 
would aske, but either diſtruſt of their ewne lofle, or ſcome | 
to give it,exCept they may give it with an high hand of their 
ownceghinders them. A foulc ſhame,for aChriſtian _ _ 
; 0 
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ſhould rejoicein Gods way , and atthe largenes of good 
coing,and honoring of God. Secondly,except ſhee hath at 


the firſt made.ſome reſervation to her own ſtroake , of ſome: 


&ch meanes,as might (without his notice) ſupply ſuch uſes, 
which being done, although he ſhould ſeek to infringe that 
grant by after-exceptions,yet ſhee ought not to yeeld to it in 
conſcience, but withlove and modefty , hold her ſelfe to a- 
grcement. But the truth 1s,mayy women, who have power 
enough to do good , do it not, yet blaming their husband, 
whenas the ſin lies upon their owne baſe hearts:as alſo many 
who have of their owne to do it, will ſpare themſelves & do 


it of their husbands, who indeed eate ſtollen bread,and drink 


of the waters of a forbidde Ciſterne.Now I mean by Reſer- 
vation,only this,that they haveacknowledged nomotre eſtate 
to their husban 1s,then they wil yield upon marriage,defiring 
their jointer to be according. 3. ExCept upon the yeelding up 
of their whole eſtate to their husDands hands,they make ſuch 
a mutuall compact together, that the wife ſhall enjoy ſuch li- 
bertie without jcalouſic,aſcribing toher diſcretion in that be= 
half, without jcalouſie or grudging. 4. Except ſhe have allo- 
viance by her husbard totake to her own ule the overplus of 
ſach monys,as aregranted for the expences of the family(i] e 
faithfully providing for it without parſimony, & not detrau- 
ding any of their due, )for that were co feed athers uporapine 
& ftealth,in ſuch caſerbatwhich ſh*- ſpares 1s her own: & the 
like is the caſe of ſuch vayles as do- by a kinde of cuſtome,it- 
ſue vndoudtedly tothe woman, from her husbands tradiag. 
Fifthly,cxcept any thing befall her by Gods veovien 
or ſpeciall bequeit of the deceaſed , wherin her husband 
doth, and hath cauſe to allot her a portion , as being derived 
by her Channel unto him. Sixthly,it the doe perceive by his 
behaviour and love, that when the doth any thing in that 
kinde before his face,he give allowance therco, as a gift mu- 
tually iNuing from both their conſents, though not nained 
Pony , yet implied ſecretly. Andip a word,except ſhe 
now,that ſuch a practice of hers wiſely ordered , would no 
whut prejudge her jn her husbads thoughts,if he knew itghut 
be taken by him,as an a of Conſciencegnot to be oppoſc4. 
N n Bur. 
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But to returne , if none of theſe caſes can be ſafely alled- 
ged,it is unlawfull for the woman to put forth her hand to 
her husbands eſtate, under any colour whatſoever. As, that 
their eſtate is ( God be thanked ) great enough to admit it : 
that they have ſmall charge , and do little by Conſent, any 
way:or,that her husband 1s extreamly baſe,or that her dowry 
was more then ordinary; or, if ſhe were againeto compact 
with him, ſhe would not doegas ſhe hathdone; or, becauſe 
her huſwitery is great, ſhe d.ſerveth the liberty by her great 
gaines,or ſavings: or,her comparing her lot with other we- 
men lefſe deſerving,then ſhee:or that ſhee is hardly handled, 
or ſhee is to be pittied and pardoned,if (theneed of the poor 
ſo requiring ) ſhe exceed the rule a little,for the greatnes of 
the good which might ſo be done.I fay not what God may 
in mercie do in point of covering the goodneſſe of her mea- 
ning, if ſhee do it ignorantly, but what right ſhe hath todo 
it, before God. Let ſuch women as enyoy their liberty blefle 
God, and bewareleſt they {tumble at the ſtumbling block of 
their iniquity : As for the reſt, leſt them mourne under their 
croſſe,but not eaſe themſelves of ſubzefion : knowing that 
their defies are accepted of God,for the deed, in greater ina- 
bilities then theſe, and therfore reſting in their ntegrity,till 
God grant them greater libertie. The worſt is,many women 
whine and aske + _ueſtions, while they live under Covert of 
their husbands; who yet, when the Lord hath ſet them free, 
totry all that is in their hearts, have neither Queſtions nor 
Anſwers to make, but are bounde with chaynes of their 
owne, from all good doing: ſhewing that neither credit nor 
Conſcience was their motive. And doubtles, where therc is 
a ſound heart to God, few women are ſo ſtraited by their 
husbands, but they might by one meane or other winne them 
to ſome indifferency. But for that which 1 ſpake touching the 
neceſſitie of times, and danger of not ading of helpe to 
the diſtreſſed , and the like caſes of extraordinary nature,its 
ſufficient that the Church hath beene compeld to greater a- 
berrations then this,as appeares by AR.1.and the at of Abi- 
gail to David,contrary to Nabals reſolution,may ſutticicntly 
evince. And ſo much for this ſecond branch, 
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Thirdly,this ſu'jeFKion,extenles to the wiols convertſa- 
tion of the wife in Marriage whereof I ay this, Taart thee is 
to be generally attenJant to this duty, and to have it in hec 
eyedaily,as if weitten upon her froaclets an1 tcinges of gur- 
ments, rilfing up, walking, and lying dowae with hec cont- 
nually, whzther God do blefle, or croſſe them,in their goings 
e1:,8 commt.gs in: {he mult carry it writte on her forehead, 
SubjeAtion to my husvand. In particular, take theſe, Firit in 
point of her attire, The common tenent of gallants and proud 
dames iS this,that whatſoever faſhion is up,be it never ſo co- 
{tly,above her mean s,troubleſome, be it change,yy20 cuange, 
have it ſhe will: The faſhion ſhe holds 1s above her husbands 
power, (hz muſt not be laught at for her worne ſute,becauſe 
ſhe is not i 1 thenew cut. St. Perercould not ſpeak offubjeRi- 
on, bu: he muſt needs ſpeake of this :15,for the ſake whereof, 
wome otherwiſc ſu>jec,yet for their wils ſake, wil venture a 
Joint,and forteit f12jetion. Ina caſe of meetnes of faihion 
whit husba/:d fo litcle delights 1n his wife , as no: to allow 
her chat which is indifferent ? But hereupon , to rua before 
the husband,cvea to that which is uncomely and exceflive, 
either for fa'hion , or coſt , I muſt tell women, it ſutes not 
with ſubj-Aion. Not in gold (ſayth heYbroydrel attire, play- 
ting of the hayre;but in meekneſle of the ſpirit:as if ſabjeti- 
on were much a {.:enc,ind moſt forfeited in this caſe. I will 
not tun into the determining of faſhions, ſatavle ro each 
degree: Letrthe ſoberelt in every ſ[tate,determine it, and 1 
hid rather it ſhould be the hasband (thould determine, then 
ſhe: Love wilbe bountifull enough; & [:lfe love may not be 
truſted. But oh!the exceſle of this ſexe, both in married wo- 
men, and Virgins ( yea the wyves of thoſe who ſhould be 
Patternes to the world ) 15ſo woekall in thcte dayes, and fo 
hideous, that it doth not onely helpe to 1ni\e a world of 
Banque-rupts,but to fil the world wi:h curioſity and Vanity ! 
wherfore, let this be taken for a rul -, Y-ver was there curi- 
ous, mroude,and faſhionable woman, who could ſtoop to be 

ſubjeR;Þy their ruffling,Alinging, flaring,curling,dreſſcs;tirs, 
and forelocks,you ſhall know .hem. Cuitome (as the world 
thinkes)takes away offeace;Bur ; that rule,noching ſhould 
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beevill init ſelfe , butin opinion. But a ſubje wife puts 
little oddes betweene ſuch opinion, and realnes: . For ſhee 
is knowne by her Modeſty , as abhorring to receive luſtre 
from rags,but affording honor to her attire,by her ſover ſu). 
jection, tee her attire coltly or meane. 

Secondly,her very eye, geſture and ſpeech, ought allo to 


Trgeſtvre ang be awfull and mixt with modelty, and bluthing, arguing her 


comp»lition 


ot bay, 


3+ 
Domefticall 
Converſe muſt 


be ſubject. 


ſubmiſſion & privity to her weakneſſe. There mult be a law, 
that is an authority of Grace upon herlips, ordering her ſ+ 
lence and ſpeech, witha ſweet mediocrity , but even as a 
tkreed going through a cloth, ſo a gift palling through the 
whole man. That whichis within,cannot lye hid:for, grace 
will make the face to ſhine ; Her very bluſh, is Ivy-buth ſuf 
ficient,ſhewing what 1s within. And on the other ſide loftic 
carriage,proud, and difdainfull garbe unſavory tongue,mul- 
titude of words,holdneſſe of forehead,ftoutnefle of ttomack, 
lowde cry ( as S4/9m0s termes it) bewray to all men, what a 
plague her husband nourithes in his boſome. All the honor of 
ſuch an husband, it it bee not turned to contempt, while he 
1s preſent;yet is turned to pity, when he is abſent. Such a de- 
meanure , more befitting ſome manniſh Amazor,or inulting 
5 og » then a woman of true ſubje&ion to her hus- 
band. 

Thirdly , another peece of her modeſtie lieth in her uſuall 
carriage at home, towards her husbands dire perſon. Fa- 
miliarity and dayly converſe will breed no contempt ina 
ſubje& wife:ſhee is not ſo,by compultion, but by freedome, 
therfore ſhe utters it,equally and conſtantly. She feares not 
that imputation juſtly caſt upon women , who abroad will 
ſeeme very reſpe&ive, good wife, lets have more of it at 
homc ! Sara, called her husband Lord,meaning uſually,it was 
not her holiday livery,but her workday phraſe. Net he cal- 
Icd her his Lady, ( and yet it were well if ſuch flattery could 
prevaile with ſome Dounna's;) but ſhe him Lord:This Reve- 
rence and ſubj<Rtion cauſeth the wife to behold her duty, 
in the counteaance,projets,vertue and way of the husband 
(as Inoted before of conſent.) His ſervice.to God,govern- 
ment to children, following of bulſines , is the glafſe , which 

. repreſents 


\ 


| —_—— 


"oF reatiſe of Marriage. 


repreſents her: for either ſhe ſees all good,if ſhe have $kill to | 


diſcerne,or beleeves it in love,if thee have none. But as for 
a controlling ſpirit before her head, ſhe hates itas 1m tous, 
degenerate. To takeupon her, to bee the konſhold Ora- 
cle,and Idoll;to overtop all, to be under none, s too hot and 
heavy for her handling , ſhee loaths it as hell, to ule Pawls 
word, for her heart, will,torgue, ſelfeand all are not ſo much 
bounde, as binde themſclves to the peace : onely the yoke 
js caſy,and the burden light. 

Fourthly, ſuteable muſt her ſubjeRion bee before others, 
to that whuch is at home:as comining from one,not aſhamed 
of taat, whichis her true honor. Many women are in their 
extreames : Some, alrhough in private, they will not offend, 
yet, comming into coinpany , thinke it a kinde of fſavery,to 
profelle the like honor, and eſteeme of their husbands. And 
indeed,to flatter the husband , were but a baſe office for the 
wife, whereſoever,at home,or abroad, arguing, that an hus- 
band loves it.Such cup,ſuch cover; But, wiſedome keepes a 
meanc, andabhorres as much to faoth and gloze,, as to de= 
ſpife and negle& ; That due reverence and ſubjection , 
which a good wife ſhewes abroad,ſhe ſhewes at home,and 
contrarily : Shee is loth to have her hand out. Others are in 
ar 0:her veyne, and, although at home, they make no bones, 
to taunt,and take up their husbands , yet abroad,are quite 0- 
ther women,ſfo ſollemne and ſubject, as if the Annointed of 
the Lord were before her,as if ſhee were the ſubjeReſt, and 
he the happieſt living. Butas he ſaydeto the Crab-fiſh, 
when ſhe was ſtretcht out in length becing dead,but before 
crooked , ſo thou ſhouldlt have lyved: foto theſe, This 
ſhould bee alwayes, and then ſafe. But this extream as 
the other,a ſubje&t woman avoydes without payne;for their 
inward principle levclls all, ſaying , Whatſoever is accor- 
ding to God mult be equill. 

Fifthly her ſubjeion alſo apperres in company. A gad- 


der,a goſlip,one, whoſe heeles are over her neighbours thre-ry her congus 
tholde, and , beeingthere,is in her Element, licentions, and and Compang 
talkative, is no ſabje& wife. Salmon calles her Turbulent, SubjcR. 


that is ſelfewilled and wnſubjet. And well he might : for 
Nan 3  'furely 
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ſarely no husband can aff:& a woman of ſuch a trade, it is 
his bane, except himſelfe in his kind bee a Rover and wan- 
dring Planet, out of his orbe, and then better one houſe 
troubled with them,then two. But whether he be ſo or net, 
whether he like it, or diſlike it, he muſt beare it : Shee will 
have her vzgaries, her tongue is her owne, 3nd ſhe upon her 
owne bottoine , aad therefore not redeem4 with a price . 
Rands and falls to her ſelfe, an1iwhat Lord ſhall control] 
her ? And are as ſhe cot little, ſo ſhe is worth as little, and 
may goe for naught. Alas ſhe is ſick of home ! There (hee 
fits, loucing and powting, hath no liſt to ſay much : But left 
ou thould thinke ſhe hathloſt her tongue, ſhe doth but Keep 
It, till place and tine pleaſe her , and there ſhe will bee as 
much on the other fide ! She 1s like that fhdler , which was 
long a getting to pull out his fiddle, but when it was 
once out, there could ve no pucting it up, any more. Surely, 
as ſome women are fine to fetch their husbands from their 
Ale-bench to (hame them; ſo had ſome hus5ands need fetch 
their wives fcom their Goſlips, and yet, its a queſtion whe- 
ther they were better to haveleftt them where they were, 
leſt they make a Tragedy at home, of a Comedy abroad ; A 
modelt wife is of another ſpirit; Home hath her heart : 
She hath worke enough within doores, and dwells moſt 
within her ſelfe. She like the ſnzile,Carrieth her houte alway 
upon her backe. She buildsit with her hands, and beares it 
up by her ſhoulders ; never going abroad, but then whea it 
were an offence to keepe at home. And, being abroad, the 
Law of grace is upon her lips; her words , are as the leaves 
of the tree of life , healing : andas the fruit thereof, life it 
ſelfe, and reſtorative. Out of the aboundance of the heart, 
the tongue ſpeaketh : not ſo much, as well : not ſo long, 
as ſweetly, ſcaſonably ; ard when ſhe holds her peace, its 
with her, as witha beautifull face , wherein you know not 
whether the white or red be fairer, for both are beauty : So 
you cannot tell, whether ſpeech or ſilence doe moſt com- 
mend her ; but both do,for ſhe knowes both when to ſpeake, 
and when to hold her peace. 
6. Tapointof Laſtly , SubjcRion in a wife reacheth to benevolence: 
Nulery. ME Oe oe Fo Tk tor 
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for when the Lord ſet her appetite toward her husband, he 

planted ſubjeRion in her ſpirit ; as alſoto nurſery of herin- 

fnts, except God denie her ability and ſtrength. No ſooner 

doth the infant which fhe hath warmed in ker wombe, and 

given life to, in her wombe, behold the light, but ut whim- 

pers, and cries for the breſt, as if it ſaid, I am thine, nurſe me; 

Looke upon thy breſts, whether dry , or milch; if there bee 

milke its mine, and given thee ( my deere mother ) to bee 

a nurſe, my nurſe : The ſubze&t wife ſtops not her care to 

this call : Shee ſeekes not breſts in her husbands purſe, but 

in her owne boſeme ; and , according to her power , takes 

her babe, embraces and nuſeth it. Rath gave her ſonne gy, 4, 16, 

0bed the brefſts, though Naomi dry-nurſed it. When Pha- 

raohs daughter had tound poor Moſes crying, whom ſent the 

for to nuuſe it, rather whom ſent God toit ? oh the mother ! 

tonote Gods verdia. No water, like the owne : no nurſe 

to the mother. As David of Goliahs ſyyord,fo heres beſt of 

all. None ſotender, fo Chary , fo carefull. Phyſitians for a 

fee, will be ſuborned to beat the requeſt of an unaturall mo- 

ther, and to pronounce againſt the full breſts, and the milke 

thereof : to adviſe the husband, if you love your wife , your 

child, let her not nurſe : Another Phyſitian adviſes the 

contrary, if you love your health, nurſe your child”: ſurely, if 

the skale hang ſo even, if you pleaſe, let God caſt it, 

there being no apparant let. A ſubje wite, will bewray it 

this way, as ſoone as any : and the Apoſtle joynes it with 

{ubjetion, in the place ſo oft recited. She will doe it, if not 

tor her husbands ſake who lies in her boſome, yet tor that 

infants ſake which lay in her wombe ? Though ſhe have 

not ſuch wages aS Moſes his mother had for her paines , yet || 

'- JF fhee hath aſſurance of ſuch pay froma better Maſter , who | 

Y promiſes her ſhe ſhall bee ſaved , that ſhe will doe it for his | 

ſake , though for neither husbands, nor childes : That fee 

and wages , next to faith and love, will cauſe her to looke | 

upon her babe even in the worſt pickle and hand that be= _ 

J /ongs to it, with ſo ſweet and ſmiling a countenance,that ſhe | 

 F wouldnot for the paine of many nurfings,forfeit it. Oh thou 
J £9y woman, what art thou? richer then Sarah, weaker then 

Rahel, 


a 
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matrons of old , who were honorable in this point of ſub- 
jection ? whole iaughter wouldft thou chuſe tobe ? theirs 
who nurſe not, or theſe ? And by theſe ſix branches menci- 
oned, fudge oh yce women of the reft : No one duty of mas 
ny (lknow ) islefi. practiſed : Confider what hath beene 
fajd and God give you underſtanding : love made 7acob 
count all wethers welcome tor Rahel : Let her thinke all ſer- 
vice ſweet for him. Thus much for anſwer to the queſtion , 
wherein ſubdje&ion conſiſts. Now to the uſes breefly to 
finiſh withall. 

F/c. 1. And firſt Jet it bee for Admonition ( if yet my words may 
naar ety reach unto, and pierce any ſuch; ) to all lad creatures, un- 
mn ſubject ſoules in this kind,to ſhun all Rebelion againlt their 

husbands.1fthon wilt heat ken to thy corrupt will, it will call 
thee another tale, and quaſh all my former counſell. Oh, it 
will ay, thou mayſt winne the goale, and get the upper 
hand of thine husband for ever , if chou be damiſh and impc- 
rious : It will make himto feeke thee, not thou him. But 
{ubjeRion will ſay , that I get this way in the Hundreth, I 
ſhall loſe 1n the Shire : If 1 loſe the better end of the ſtafte 
with God, what get I by getting it of a poore husband ? Its 
pollible I may cone ſhort too, even of that; but ſure Tam, 
never was an unſubje& woman powetfull , or prevailing 
with God. Therefore her voice is, a body thou haſt given 
me, i:s written jn thy booke , I ſhall doe thy will,oh God | 
Loe here I am, ſpeake, for thy ſervant heareth, and cavills 
not, and my ſoule anſwereth,thy face willI ſceke, 1 will be 
Exod. 4.25 ſubjet. A Zippora will throw the foreskin at her husband , 
the meekeſt man npon earth. Aficol will fay to the holieſt 
man living, even inthe a of his zeale, what a foole was my 
husband this day ? But a ſubje& one will ſay, 1 opened not 
my mouth becauſe thou bidit ſo : oritI have, once havel 
ſpoken,but 1 will fay no more, but wull lay mine hand upon 
my mouth,1f I have crred;teach me,pardon me!By crooked- 
nefſe of ſpirit, of tongue, I ſhall loſe honor, gajne reproach, 
ea hell too : but, by ſubje&ion,as I ſhall honor mine head, 


ſhall ke mec ! yea my yeclding is the way to honor mee 
more, 
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more, then all my recoyhiags, and to winne that Authority 
in his heart, which no uſurping can ever obteine? As is the 
ſhadow,fuch is the husbands heart, 8& love: fall downe upon 
it, and thou maiſt 6vertake it, if thou purſue ir,it flees farther 
off; $ozif thou conteſt & with ſtrong hand reſiſt thy head, he 
will be as a Lyon,his courage wil not ſtoop: Burt if thou halt 
ſpeak kindly to him & win him by ſubjeAton, thou haſt cons 
quered him for ever.Cod hath appointed himto be over thec: 
in ſeeking to be above him,thou provokelt him to Tyranny, 
and to challenge his right , but canſt not ſubdue him by re- 
bellion.- Remember,thy ſexe ts crazy,ever fince Eve ſinned, 
fin is out of meaſure finfull, through the Law, and Satans in- 
cerſing , loathes ſub eftion, affes impotency ; But oh,thou 
woman that fearelt God,let that liberty with thine husband, 
which'thy ſabjection hath purchaſed , fatishe thine heart , 
ſeeke no more, leſt in catching at the thadow, thou loſe 
the Subſtance. Let thy Birth, rhy Education, eſtate, endow- 
ments, exceed his never ſo much; yet the Ordinance of God 
tathſubje&ted thee to thine- hnsband with all thy perfeRti- 
ons. There is but oneLaw far all wives, both poore and rich, 
meane and grea*, wiſe and fooliſh,one and other,that is to be 
labjeRt. No Pop:,no Prince,much lefſe the law of thineown 
lult c4 exempr thee : there were wives in Paws time , who 
becauſe they beleeved,conld have ſhaken off their hasbands, 
that we Infidells. Bur Pau! meets them a going, 
them back with force upon their allegiance and ſubje&ion: 
laying , Except thefeparation begin from the unbeleeving 
party, do not thou who beleeveſt, deſert the ether : As he 
ſaide, Set meate before them, and breake their hearts , but 
{mite them not : ſo here,winne them by all holy meanes, but 
oppoſe not. If ſubjeRien be due to heathens , much more 
to Chriſtians. 
Laſtly this 1s Exhortation to all wives who will ſtand to ,. 
Gods barre , Be ye ſubje& to your husbands. Let the ſpouſe Exh {e. 
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of Chriſt teach you,ſhe is ſubject to her head : both in heart, ns 


ſhe gives it to himzin eye, ſhe delights in his wayes, ſhe is CabjeQtioa, 


{0 to him in all matters, both of God, and the world, thee is 
ſo in her geſture,ſpecch,abroad, at home, in all. Bee thou fo, 
Oo and 
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and proſper, Without this,none of thy inward abilities,out. 
warde gifts,nay the Graces of God, wilbe a Crowne to th 
hasband; except it bee a Crowne ef thornes. No, if thoy 
wert never ſo huſwifelike , fruitfull in children, rich in gold 
or jewells, except thou adde SubjeRion,all will not amount 
to the making of a crowne,exCcept this make it,nothing elſe 
will. All thy Iewels may beſtollen out of thy boxe,thy mony 
out of thy purſe, clothes out of thy wardrobe, thy backs 
may be (tript of thy coſtly _— » thy beauty blaſted with 
age,thy body weakned with ſicknes,lorrow : thy name ful- 
lycd with infamy, thy partes may decay : But thy ſubjeRion 
no man ſhall rob thee of,nor thine husband of that Crowne; 
If thou preſerve that in thy Cabinet as thy pearle, Xſhall 
ſupply and reftore all thoſc loſſes, inthe eſteem of thy hus- 
band. This wilbe the Trench of thy caſtle, all darts will fall 
ſhorte of it,as impregnable. Su>JeAton 15 the true Mother of 
love,Siſter of conſent,root ef all other Matrimoniall ſervice, 
helpfulnes in the next chapter , gracefulneſle in the next to 
that ſhall attend it, as precious handmaydes. And ſhee her 
ſelfe in the middle ſhall walke honorably, and- honer mar- 
riage above all other vertues.Be it never ſo meanly thought, 
{poken of by the Damiſh and Imperions women © the 
werld, yet ſhee will ſay, If this dee to bee vile, I wilbe more 
vile : yea thoſe that would diſdaine mee yet ſhalbe compel- 
led to honor mee,and {ay , Many danghters have done well, 
but ſubjection hath ſarmounted them all. And ſo much 
toucking the firſt perſonall vertue of the womanyto wit,ſub- 
je@tion,be ſpoken. 
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Which proceedeth ow tothe ſecond peculiar 
duty of the wife . that 15 


Helpfulneſſe. 


[ Now proceed to the ſecond ſpeciall duty of the wife, : 7 Ne" 


which 1s helptulneſſe. The former gift telles her;that ſhee o,..: 11 Du y 


muſſÞhot bee Rebellious : This ſecond tells her , what ſhee 


Negatively good,not harſh,not rude : But ſhee muſt be po- 
fitively good, fhee mult alſo be helpfull. This comprizes all 
her true uſefull ſervice to her husband : and in ſpeciall an- 
{wers his Providence. Shee muſt within doors, " all her 
belpfulneſſe ts his providence without doores: that by both, 
the whole frame without and within may be ſapported, She 
was made ſubjeR by ſin: But helpfall by creation , which 
yeeldes a choice prerogative to this vertue,being of integri- 
ty,not frem corruption. Of all the other Creatures,faith Aſe- 
ſes,the Lord founde not any one, which might bee a meete 
match for Adam; wherfore he aide, It is not meete the man 
ſhould bee alone, I will make him a meet helper: and fo , he 
formed her of a rib out of his ſide, while he flept, In the for- 
mer Chapter then we treated ofa peaccable, in this we muſt 
ſpeake of a Profitable , and in the next of an Amiable 
companion. 
But here jn the ay entry,a Lueſtion is to be anſwered; 
In how many things 
three{main thinges, Firſt & cheefly 1n helpe to his Soule;Se- 
condly,to his outward eſtate; thirdly to the married condi- 
tion:as for inſtance, to the honor of his Name, the health of 
his body, the welfare of his Children, the government of his 
family, the recovery out of any diſaſter , the averting of dan= 
gers,the adviſe about things weighty and ditticult, 1 begin 
with the firſt of theſe, Touching which, although I have prof 
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ſhould bee , helpfull , uſefull. Its not cnough for her to be helptulneſſe; 
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L. ted before, that ſhee is to beſubjet to her husband in mait- 
InGoJs mar- ters of God ; yet this muzzles not the mouth of a good wife 
rers, in kelpfall concurrence, but onely in bold uſurpation. Shee 

may (without empeach to that, ) calt in her mites into Gods 
treaſury, and bee an helpfull fuctherer of his ſoule to all ſpi- 
rituall welfare and content in knowing, beleeving , and 0- 
beying, ſo it be done with humility and meeknes. Although 
ſhee is to aske her husband athome in reſpe& of any aſur- 
pation,yet(as the caſe may require) ſhe may,nay,ſhe muſt,in 
due ſeaſon, being demanded, refle& back the fruite of that 
mercy which the Lord hath ſhewed, and the coſt he hath 
vouchſafed her for the good of her husband: . And, as the 
Lord hath gifted and graced many women aboye ſome men, 
eſpecially with hcly affeRtions:ſo,Iknow not, why he ſhould 
do it elſe, ( for he was wiſe, and is not ſuperfluous in need- 
leſſe things) ſave that,as a Pearle ſhining through a Chriſtall 
lafſe, fo her excellency ſhining through her weakneſle of 
exe,might ſhew the Glory of the workman. And how ? In 
becing only lookt upon or wondred at , as a bird of fine co- 
lors ? No: but, in reall Communicating of that Grace which 
ſhe hath, to her husdand eſpecially , as alfo to others in pri- 
vate communion of Saints as occaſion is offced. 
Tmpudency of One thingh here comes to my minde ; I would not be ta- 
vſurpg wo- ken to patronage the pride and licentious impudency of 
men in mat- women, who having ſhaken off the bridle of all ſubjection 
ters of God, tq their husbands,take wpon them to expound the Scriptures, 
_axes, in private afſemblyes,and to bee the mouth of God to both 
Sexes. Not bluſhing one whit to undertake by the 4. or 5. 
houres together , yea whole dayes(ift their vainglorious hu- 
mor masKked under the colours of humility may be ſuffred) to 
mterpret the word : applying it —_— to their way by 
Reproofe,comfort, Admonition,and the like,as if Shee-prea- 
chers were come abroad into the world. And yet theſc are 
ſuch as dare oppoſe and confute the deqtrine of faith , and 
ſelfdeniall , taught by the moſt able Miniſters ef Chrift : and 
tell their diſciples that there is another way to he walled in, 
and that 1 the way of the ſpirit which _ give ſuch a light 
to the ſouls , and ſuch an aſſurance offalvation , as may rid 
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us at once of all doubtings, feares and unbeleefe, and trav(- 
late as into a confident and ſecure perſwaſion of the love of 
Chriſt, without making queſtion. As for any waies,meanes,. 
trialls, motives, fignes whereby the ſoule may come to bee 
{etled about the work of Regeneration, theſe they abhorre , 
as favouring of the fleſh, and not of the ſpirit of light and 
inward evidence. In this kind they undertake moft boldly 
to expound the Scriptures , and to refiſt all who arc of ano- 
ther mind : Nor allow I others, who defending themſelves 
by the practice of the primitive Charch , when the extraor- 
dinary gitts of Prophecy flounihed , whereby the mooving 
of the ſpirit, men to men,and women to women,did exprefie 
and utter their thoughts and judgements concerning divine 
truths, which gift then was very neceſlary forthe breeding 
up of Miniſters, Doors, and Profors , they wanting other 
helpes of furniture and ſupply : but appertains not unto us , 
who both have ordinary waies of ſupply, and want that ſpe- 
ciall preſence of the ſpirit which that firſt Church had , to 
guide andgoverne the uſe of ſuch gifts, orderly and peacea- 

- bly to ſuch. endey as they belonged , without ſchilme and 
confufion. 

God indeed promiſed by eel to the Church of the Gol- Joel 2. 27, 
pell, that he would poure out his pirit without difference to | 
all ages,fexes,Ntates of people: But not in ſuch adiſorder,that. [| 
2 woman ſhould dare in publique, or in a privatc place after | | 
apublique manner to declare truthes of Religion ; uſurping 4 
over men, and encroaching upon the laws of Chriſt. Such | 
immodeſties and infelencies of women,not able to containe l 
themſelves within boundes of filence and fubjeien, I am iy 
ſo farre frem warranting , that T here openly defie them as is 
ungrounded, and ungodly : and I cannot bat wonder, that [11 
any (hould bee itching after novelties, as being preſent in | 
fich aſſemblies , ſpecially themſelves being publique per-. | 
ſons , and fuch as ought to diſcerne better betweene things | 
that differ, To both 1 fay , beware left your pride of gifts, Admovition., - 
carrying you beyond the bounds of your private condition, to all aſurping 
and your curiolity in favouring and being 'led away with women in 
luch vizored oſtentation of graces, doe not wrep you with- 3%" of 

—— Mt W *” God. 
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in the ſinne of Nadab and Abihn,and /z24 , and Vzziewhy 
under pretext of bolinefle, adventured to profane hallowed 
things:nay,of Cora and his complices,who murmured againſt 
Aoſes and Aaron oppoſing their calling and office. If when 
you bee convinced by the word , you will yet rebell, take 
heed leſt you periſh in his contradiction as Saint Fwd ſpeaks, 
teaching others by their fearfull example becauſe they would 
take none themſelves. If ſuch as theſe had beene from God 
the divell would not havelet them alone ſo long quiet in 
their attempts : But kee knowes diſtration-ia opintens , 
makes him reigne in the world. And to theſe more impu- 
dent perſons,I adde all ſuch undertaking wemen, who either 
in families, Companies,or in the private converſe with their 
husband uſurpe autkority , deſpiſing'the graces of God in 
their husbands and others, and taking upon them all the 
ſpeech at the table,to diſcourſe of religion, to debate matters 
in queſtion in the Church, to decide things of difficulty, to 
ſpend all the time in hearing themſclves talke of good things: 


Theſe although they thinke they have learned many things, 
yet have not learned one great thing,to wit,wilely to j ». 6, 
what their ſex and ſtate will admit, And therefore though 
haply what they ones 15s good,yet its not comely for them, 


its as a garment of good cloth but made into a garment very 

unfit for the body , for lack of taking meaſure beforehand. 

Theſe are not helpers,but hurters by their unleaſonableneſſe. 

But I digreſſe not roo farre. No, reaſon there is, why the 

impudence of the Rebellious ſhould prejudicate the gifts of 

an humble wife, ſoberly impreoved. Neither doth the holy 

Gheſt envie her the honour of her grace and helpful- 

nefle. But as Bathfeebalaith , Prov. 31. 31. Give her of the 

fruit of her hands, and, let her workes praiſe her, in the 

gates. Subjection and helpfulnefle enterfeer not one whit, 

both may agree well.Subje&tion cauſed the wife of Afanea , 

Conditions cf when the Angell appeared toher with a ſollemne meſlage , 
modeſt wives tq diſtruſt her {elfe, and to call her husband ; when God pre» 
4 23s, ferres her, ſhe modeſtly craves leave, and preferres her 
' husband, and his judgement before her owne : deriving 


her owne honour upon him. Howbeit afterward wee 
| ice, 


Fo 
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ſee, that ( the caſe ſo requiring ) when as upon the Angels | 


departure from them, /fanoa was left in a carnallfeare, leſt 
- he ſhould die, having feene God : his wife ſteps in with her 
helpfulnefſe,berweene him and his feares, ſaying,ifthe Lord 
would have ſlaine us, doubtlefle he would not have revealed 
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1 1 : 1s S--42 
timſelfe unto us in this fort : to tell us we ſhall have a ſonne, J442: 13+ 23: 


and yet to killus. She ſaw further in this caſe, then hee, and 
therefore gives him advice what to ſettle himſclfe upon. 
What could more aptly have beene ſpoken ? how is that of 
Salomon verified, A wordin ſeaſon , 1s like Apples of gold , 
and Pictures of ſilver ? And, how is Abigail honored,for her 
wiſe connſell, to a man, who forthat her wiſdome , was fo 
farre from diſreputing of her , that he ſent for herto bee 
his wife ſhortly after. So that, when David was in the way 
of heate and reſolution to ſhed Nabals and his families blood, 
ſhe encounters kimyfaying, let not my Lord doe fucha thing 
as this ! It ſhall not grieve him, when he ſhall ſit upon lus 
throne , that he hath not ſhed innocent blood : Oh ! how 
comly a thing it is for Chriftian wives to come in thus with 
kumble ſubje&ion,ſomtimes with a ſoft word to allay wrafh, 
to ftay the kusband from prejudice againſt good perſons 
and cauſes , to aa 1h all in the better part ; to ovſerve 
him when the word kindles any aff<Rtions in his ſoule, and 
preſently to follow them home, net to ſuffer them to ſlip out 
and vaniſh : to provoke him to mercy and compallion , to 
draw him from a naturall courſe to a morrall, from a morrall 
toa ſpirituall, to perſwade him to equalnefle and indiffe- 
rence towards ſach as are at controverke, to debate and de- 
cide things peaceably,to ſtay his hand from immodcerate cor- 
rection of children orſervants, when fhe ſees paſſion re- 
raile againſt judgement : yea, and ſometimes with the ſame 
meceknefſe,and mildnefle te convince him of an evill quality 
or pang , as Choler, diſcontent, worldlinefle, cenfuring of 
others, rafhneſfle and the like, admoniſhing alſs to beware of 
the occaſions which might lead thereto : wherewith ſhee 
herſelfe ſhould receive the like from him. Somtimes to win 
bis adverſe heart to a more entire love to Gods Sabbaths, to 
bis word preached , to his faithfull Miniſters, and ſervants : 


to 
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to affect them, to affociate them, and to renounce all his o!4 
company and fellowſhip in evill. To.be alway darting ſome 
ſ{avour of that which they have heard in publique, and 
prompting him with it , that the world cat nat up all. Oh! 
theſe things come ſweetly ,as the latter raine, from a woman, 
who counts it her kappincfſe, to fee her husband to bee 
brought home to Chriſt , who mourncs for his rebellion,and 
rejoices to ſee his heart broken : As. Moraccaitold Eſter, 
{o ſhould a good wife tell herfelfe, who knowes, whether 
thou art come to thy place for ſach a ſeaſon, events bring 


home one ſheep to Chriſts fovld 2 Doubtleſle if Satan were 


not a profeſſed toe to ſuch helpfulnefie , the worke would 
proceed withinore eaſe and inccefle. $0 much for the firſt 
branch. Shak | jus | 
The next head of the wives helpfalneffe is in matters of 
the world. Salomon as truly ſaid of this as of any other vertue 
of the wife ; that, a wiſe woman bnijldeth her honſe; For, 
thought be kttle (in compariſon.) which a poore woman 
can add to the eſtate of her hosband, yet ſhe mult bee all in 
all for the preſerving therof. So that an improvident wo- 
man is next a waſter in this only reſpe , and loſeth much : 
But if ſhe be alſo a ſpendthrift, and really waſt full; there is 
no end of her ſpoile, till ſhe have brought all to nething,and 
overthrowne both ker husbandsftate and poſterity. She 1s the 
Moth yea Canker of the marrow and beauty of his eſtate,and 
by ivſeaſible morſe!s,devours at length,the whole ſubſtance. 
And becauſe there bee many queazy women, ( yet ſuchas 
would be religions ) that thinke it a pecce of religion, to be 
no houſewives, let Bathfreba, a'Queene , who might more 
ſtand upon hereftate, then the proudeſt Dame may upon her 
dowrie; in her inftrution to Salower ſpeake, Shee deſcri- 
bing a godlyand helpfull wife, ( and not onely a thrifty 
one) as it appeares from the 25 .verſe to the end of the Chap. 
doth couple her vertne and houſewifcry togerher : She 
openeth her month with wiſedome , and the law of grace is 
upon her lips : (there is her grace ) and ſhe overfeeth the 
waies of her houſheld, and eatethnot the bread of idlenefle : 
( there is providence : ) And, left any fhonld _ this 
eter 
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latter might be ſpared , its to be noted that ſhe ſpendeth the 
whole Chapter in the deſcription therof, by divers paſſages; 
wheras,the former ſhe ſhuts up in the end of that Chapter in 
a verſe or two, although the more neceſſary : as taking itto 
be more out of queſtion, then the other; nay note how the 
holy Ghoſt wil needs convey that inſtruction by the counſel 
of a woman, to all of her ſex,to make the thirg leſſe ſubject 
to exception ; preiling it ſtrongly in an Idea of ſuch an ex- 
a& helper : and that with pleaſing Rethorique and variety : 
Why ? ſave becauſe the ſaw it a vertne meet to be urged, as 
being that which maiiy women will not acknowledge. 
Neither can the greatneſſe and wealth of wives controll this 
duty of Providence, and that not for ſhew neither, or com- 
plement, and praiſe, tolet the world ſee what $kill in ſpin- 
ing, in needleworke, or in other matters, they have, but for 
conſcience ſake. In Bathſreba's daies, gold and ſilver were 
common , and as plentifull as the ſtones and figtrees : and 
therefore nced there was not for Queenes or their maids to 
work {o hard; And yet,for the religion of the duty,ſhe ſpeaks 
ſ>, as one who had experience of it in her owne prince- 
ly perſon , and had the overſight alſo of her maydens in the 
handling of the wheele and ſpindle, tor flax and wool. And 
ſarcly in great families both ſexes had need to be yoked, and 
awed from the fins which come from floth and idlenefſe,al- 
though I adde , in a mediocrity , leſt they trench upon the 
contrary of covetouſneſlc. 


My meaning yet by all this, is not to allow any woman Wives mult 
the hiberty of any ſuch pn houſewifery by her ſelfe, a- 99% have any 


part from the common ſtreame and welfare of the husband 


for themſelves, and (like the Steward in the Goſpell whoto 
prevent beggery , when he ſhould be turnd out of ſervice) 
can ſhift for themſelves, who yet are but ill providers for 
the good of their husbands whom ( to uſe that Emperors 


— may liken,to the Spleene in the Body, which 


when its fulleſt,makes the body cmpticſt, and ſo commonly, 


p when 


peculiar 


- - - ; , wealth 
and family, but in common with, for, and uader him, though ways A 


ina way of ber owne, beſt fitting her ſex and education. husbands,bue 
For, I know there be houſewives, who excell in providing 'a common, 
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wheathe cofers of theſe Houſewives are fatteſt , their hus- 

bands treaſure is leanelt and lankeſt : wheras (hee ſhould 

rather ea pipe to conveigh into his ceſterne, then a ſponge 

to ſucke from , ora Channelto dreyne from his fountayne, 

This yetis a common vice:not only of ſecond wyves prow- 
ling for their owne broodes, or _ : But of all ſorts of 

women; and, is cauſed by pride of Birth, of dowry , educa- 

tioa , or perſon: which to golleſle ones, are occaſionsty 

withdraw them fromthe yoke of ſuppoſed bondage, though 

ifa Queen may ſulge of helpfull 8 houſwifely providence. 

In ſome others its rather cauſed , by older late habits of 
Inxuriouſnes , riotous and lewde companionſhip : for 

| now wee have meetings of Women-drinkers, Tobaccomits 

3. Tim.3,H-2- nd ſwaggerers, aſwell as men : leſt Pauls Prophecie of the 

latter time ſhould be falſified, and ( which 1s wort of all 

ſecret and ſtollen liberties. Theſe vices,are like the daughters 
ofthe hocſeleach,crying,give,give,out like hell & the grave, 

never ſatisfied. Inſteed of the which licentious uſurping 

over the husbands commodities, let'women know, that al- 

though they have a true property and intereſt. in their hus- 

bands Eſtates, yet when the uic of the ſame comes into 
queſtion,theLord will have it,as wel as other things;ordered 

by the husband. Neither may the bad qualitics of the man,as 

his churliſhnes, Covetouſnes,and Enmity to vertue,authorize 

the woman zto be her owne carver;. leſt if this wicket be 

ſet open to good wyves, the bad enes throng in with them 

alſo;and uſurpe it to-evill endes. Gods law is one, .and con- 

If they defire cerneth all ſorts indifferently. If women deſire a ſtroake this 
any firoake in WAY». ( as indeed ſome may more cauſedly plead it then 0- 
:(penfing ihe thers in ſhew ) tetthem labor by their good deſerts, to pre- 
marters of the yaile with their husbands,and by their, helpfulnefle and love 
busband ht to draw ſo good an opinion. of themſclyes that they may 
mays ";. Witha willing mynd;yeeld this favor to their wives,asto ule 
ay e'” their pleaſure ma ſfobcr manner. (Provided that they fpende 
T it upon-honeft and religious objeRs. ) But, if Ged have layde 
another burden upon them (as I noted in the former chap.) 

of ill natured. and ,ſtraithanded-husbands :. let them- take up 
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them, without diſcontent or grudging. Eſpecially ſecond 
wyves, having the charge of former brood depending upon 
them, { further then by cheertull conſent of their husbands, 
they are allowed ) let them beware , leſt herein they diſho- 
nor their Profeſſion, by ycelding to the ſtrong and rempting 
occalions, of needy, unruly, anJ-burdenſome children, ſup- 
plying their want , by injurious pillage of the husband, and 
his poſteritie. This by the way. 


To conclude the point,theſe three ſpecialls concerne the Three bran- 
womans providence ; firſt getting , then ſtoring, and laſtly ches ef we- 
diſpenſing thoſe things which are committed to her charge. 3228 prove- 


The firſt of theſe three, is proper onely to thoſe women, who ** 
fell their husbands commodities, or are allowed to be chap- 
men of their wares, (which 1s the caſc of few )or ſuch as by 
reaſon of ſome ſpeciall $kill in avy crafts or manufactures, 
have ſame ſtocke allotted them by their husbands, to trade 
and trathque withall. In which way, they mult uſe all good 


faythfulnes , neither ſelling to their husbands lofle, nor tor AR of Provi- * 


their owne ſecret gaine, nor the hurt of the buiers,all whic 
rules,arc in all tradings, uſually tranſgrefled. Beſides the huſ- 
wifery of many tradeſmens wives, wholearne their hus- 
bands skill, ſerve to the making of ſundry wares , which 
ſerve te the upholding of the family, and cftate.. Ig which 
caſe ( as the other burden of family will admit ) they areto 
ſhew their beſt endeavor, both for the getting in of fome 
part of the mayntenance, and faving it from being ſpent 
about ſuch houthold expences , as, by painesand thrift at 


h de.ice to bring 
- (amewhat in. 


L 


home might be ſpared. And this is that which Bath/beba moſt Pro. z1y 


inſiſtech upon;She laboureth cheerfully with hcr hands: ſhe 
is ike the Ships of Merchants : She bringes home her foed 
from a farre:Shee ariſeth while it is yet darkiſh, her candle 
gocth not out, ſhe puts ker hand tothe wheele, and her 
handes to the ſpindle. She makes ſheets and ſelleth them: 
and giveth girdles tothe merchant. Shee conſidereth a field, 
and petteth it; and with her hands ſhe planteth a vineyard. 
This is the image of the ſtirring houſewife. It were wel now 
a dajiesif women would abatc of their ſuperfluous eaſe and 
needlefſe expences ( which _y do the more cally laviſh 
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Women muſt 
bec their hus- 
bands Rerers 
and Treaſu- 


pers. 


wing & ſafe itoring up, preſerving & improving thoſe com- 
modities which her husbad hath _— to her hand. Which, 
a$ it is fat they ſhould be put to her truſt, ſo ought ſhe({pecial- 


ly in her husbandsabſence ) to be carefull of them, that they 
decay notunder hand,that they be not open & expolcd tothe 
{tealth or ſpoil of Servants, or violence of others. And herein, 


not onely her ſclfe in perſon is to be provident,but alfa to be 
carefull te overſce the waies of ſuch ſervants or others, as 
are under her, as inſtruments to at that, which other bulines, 
or infirmity hinders her ſclte from-pertormins. A wile houle- 
wife will contrive and diſpoſe as well by ſitting ſtill, and 
uſing her brayne , as ſome other by bending the force both 
of ſoule & body.Her ſelte cannot keep things fro putrefacti- 
on,from Ruſt,trom fult and ſpoile,from motheatings and de- 
Caies: cannot perhaps do each inferonr worke ſerving to 
keep all things neat and ſhining : but the may (o everlſee the 
waics of others, that they may prevent ſuch lofles,. and pro- 
cure ſuch conveniences as are meet for the family.. So that 
ſhe may eaſe her husband from the inſpe@ion and care of 
fuch things,as eoncerne not his providence:to which taske, 
if he be put , cither for the things themſelves or for the ſea- 
ſonable difpatch therof, ſhee ſhould muck ditcredit her pro- 
vidence and prudence, and burthen her husband : whoſe 
workelyes in a deeper and higherkinde. Not,as if the hus- 
band ſhould ( as Labanof Jaceb ) exat each penic ofthe 


wife which miſcaricth , or be implacablc for theſc _ 
| | _ whic 
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which cannot bee avoyded, ( ſince his owne wiſedome 
cannot prevent many») But, that ſhee by her care mult ſerve 
providence that no ſuch complaints bee heard of as might 
provoke him juſtly: As for lofles which befall by the hand of 


(God, both equally muſt patiently beare them : This is pithily Me. 1; x2, 


alluded untoyin that ſimile, where Chriſt likes a good ſcribe or 
Diſciple taught ts the kingdome of God unto the good houſ- 
wife, which ſtoreth up both c 1d and new;that is family pro=- 
viſion of all ſorts, which ſhe brings out in their ſeaſon , for 
meet uſe. Otherwiſe, what comfort ſhould the man have, 1n 
his bringing in ſupplies for family, houſchold ſtufte, bedding, 
linnen, Apparell, daily diet for the bodie, if he might not 
truſt to her hdelity at home to preſerve them,to menage, to 
drefle and propertion themto the uſe of the family? And 
ſurely , if ſhe do her part wiſcly herein, neither on the one 
fide being ſolooſe in her ſtorings that every one may com by 
her commodities as freely and boldly as her (clte, to {pend & 
ſpoile, to drinke & imbezel at nas San nor on the other fide 
abuſing her authority,and the power of the Keyes,ſo that ſhe 
ſtraitenthe family of their due, and ftrangers of their ho- 
ſpitall welcome, for her owne pinching and baſe endes:but 
I in a wiſe middle betweene both: I ſayJo doing, it may be 
faide, There goes no lefſe care and praiſe in upholding an 
houſe built,then in building it from the ground: and ſhede- 
ſerves,in her kind, equall commenJation with her husband. 

The third therfore 1s her Diſpenſing , and bringing forth 


= 


Jo 
the proviſion thus ſtored up,for the good of the family in due 15 er Diſper» 


ſeaſon,due manner,and due meaſure. For why ? She is the "8: 
mans ſteward and Penſioner , and Almoner in this kind, to 
divide the demenſum to the family,and the poor of the place, 
And Barbſeeba omits not this neyther in her Idea of the good 
kouſewifte:ſaying,ſhe feareth not the Snow,for het family is 
all cladin ſcarlet:By ſnow meaning, whatſoever want or af- 
front may betyde,and by ſcarlet, all defence or furniture for 
the family , and that which is not onelic for necefſary , but 
fometime alſo for: honarable and comfortable allowance. 
And againe, her husband is knownein the gates, meaning 
by the Lvery which he diſdains not to weare, becauſe its the 
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worke of her hands. And further, ſhe giveth a portion to 
her houſchold,and the ordinary to her maydes.In theſe three 
ſtand the. womans thrift and Providence : which they who 
want , muſt learn,and count it worth a deuble dowry , as 
knowing that many a naked bare wife is better then ſome 


waſter , clothed ia velvet,with her weight in ſilver. To this. 


pertaines the due obſervation of the ſeaſons of the houſe: th:t 
inferior things prezudicate not the better, and more weighty 
matters of God , that all be done with foreſight and forecaft, 
that the members of the family want not that proviſion and 
due dier, attendance and nurſery, which is meet for then, 
both in health,and fickneſle:the younger children(under her 
carc)oee taught,trayned ,direRted,and furniſht,and the elder 
provided for according to their needes. | 
And ſuch wives, as have odtained, and do improove this 
gift well, muſt beware of pride , and ſelfecenceit, that they 
take not occaſion hereby to ſwell, as if they were the props 
of the houſe: or elſe to cover themſelvesunder it, when they 
bee reprooved for other foule blemithes (for excellent parts 
in one kind are attended with ſad corruptions: ) we read ob 
Abner , the Captaine of Sawls army , and proteRour of his 
houſe, that he was a great champion for [fbofreth, a man 
ofgreat courage and valour : But he was another way a$ 
lewde, uncleane of body ; 7/bbofheth , being too young a 
novice to deale with ſuch a Politician jchides him for it,wh 
haſt thou(fſaith he.,)gone in to my fathers Concubines ? Ab- 
Yer , privy to his deſerts, could net bearc it , but flouriſhes 
—_ him,and upbraydes him with his great exployts. Am 
1 a dead dog,that thou fo ſpeakeſt to mee about this woman? 
Is this the thanke I have tor my great ſervice to thy father 
and his houſe? Muſt I be ſo taken up for halting? Thou ſhalt 


know that have beene thy Patron | God de fo to mec,and 


more, if I givethee not over,and turne tothine Enemy Das- 
2d) Lo,how the Devill will ſo pride a manin any great gift, 
that he will take ſcorne tobe found fault with, _ that 
his merits, ſhould pleade pardon for all his defe&s. Soit is 


pr mips en wen (otherwiſe houſewifelike,and commen- 


dablc } thatthey arc waſpiſh , froward, holding their hus- 


bands 
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bands at ſtaves end,or otherwiſe taynted ! Bat,will they en- 
dureto be told of it ? By no meanes. Have 1 this (ſay they) 
for wy providence & diligence? Nay (as /eab defpitetully told 
Pavid 1n his heavineſle for Ab/alon, to they caſt their hus- 
bands in teeth I ſee now;if I bad beene waſtfull and licen- 
tious,I ſhould have beene better accepted lyca truly,a waſter 
3$n0t much worſe then a ſhrew : Thrifty or unthritty thou 
art little accepted, except ſubje& and peaceable.Rather thy 
one vertue,ſhould make thee moreſtudious of others, caretull 
to hunne other vices which ſhould ſully and darken them; 
But they run into another veyne, and aske their husbands, 
what it you kad ſuch a wife,ſo expenſive and coſtly,as this or 
that man bath! Alas! what froth of a baſe heart is here!. Who 
will deny,but a vertuous wife may ſometimes come ſhort of 
an exact houſwife? Doth that argue, that ſuch an houſewife 
may plead it, to defend all her groſſer (Qualities? The Town- 


Clerke ſayd well ro the people of Epheſus , Diana 1s a great AQt.19.39; 


Goddefic indeed, who can deny it? Bi:: whats that to this 
confuſed mutin y,and on:cry? So here. 

Therfore, O woman !.if thou bee ſo worthieglet thy right 
band be ignorant, what thy left hand doth:let others prayſe 
thee, not thy owne lips Thy bad qualities will fooner 
blemiſh.thy good, then thy good excuſe them. For who ſce- 
ivg a Ring of Gold 1n a {wines ſnout, wiſheth it not upon 
foe fayre tinger,rather then to be diſgraced by the ſwine 1. 
Its true ,. that a waſtfull wemen is the bane of her husband 


in one kind, but ſo may the thrifty 1n another by her ſhre+: 


wilhnes ; poiſon may kill, as well one, as kill many 
waies? And whatavayles it a man 1f he mutt die, that he ra- 
ther is hanged, then beheaded ? they are but two waies to: 
bring to one death? And what folly is it toturne off the ac- 
cuſation of a fault which admits no defence , by that vertue 

which is neither blamed ,, nor aymed at 1: Ioine other good: 
parts with Providence,end then the hnnpe ſhalbe holy Lbut 

one {linger deſtreyeth much good , one dead fiymarres a 
great deale of {weet Oyntment z.a8, Salowen faith of two du» 
nces,foapprehend the one, as thou withdraw. not thine hand 


Fom the other : Sg lay ts theeylyy lay hold on-providence, **-7+ 
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that yet thou renounce not thy ſubjefion ! She that feares 
God ſhall come out of beth extreames : There is no nece(- 
ſity that one be fallen upon by ſhunning the other ! Vngod- 
ly Improvidence is bad,and brutith drudgery is worſe : The 
Droyle overloding her{elie with moiling and care, diſables 
herſclfe from goodnefſle, and the improvident by her floth, 
deprives her ſelfe of all oppertunity, either of doing good,or 
taking it. The middle way 1s the golden way. Thus much 
of the ſecend branch of the wives providence, in matters of 

the world 
The third and laſt fellowes, and that is, in the ſervice of 
the married life, inthe manifold paſſages of which,bothto- 
wards his perſon, his ſtate, body , life, health, name and 
efterity , ſhe mult be helpfull. To this end ſhe was made; 
Of all good couples that is verified, two are better then one; 
becauſe they have a good reward for their Jabour. Eccleſ. 4. 
9. - Andif one fall,the other will lift him up againe: Andif 
one prevaile againlt him, two ſhall withſtand him -: and, a 
threefold cord is not eaſily broken. Marke, the Lord hath 
appointed marriage, as the union of two weake ones apart , 
to become a [{trong twilt in one cord, to make one (trength. 
This is true of all combinations, two ſtudents, two partners, 
two travellers, two neighbours, two friends, but, above all, 
moſt-true in the married eſtate. In the abſence of the one,the 
other is preſent ; when one 1s downe and ficke, the other 
( commonly ) isup : in the ignorance, doubts, inexperi- 
ENCe, feares of the one, the other 18 an helper at hand. Two - 
ſee-morethen one » by my wives cie,foot, hand,wiſedome, 
I ſee, walke, worke,contrive and diſpatch buſinefles which 
elſe I could not. No ſuch Vicegerent, Cojadjutor as the 
wife,whether together,or aſunder.Though the head hath the 
leading part , yet the body hath the attending part, neither 
without ether could cffe&t ought.: The ats of marriage are 
reciprocall : As we ſec in them that handle the long ſawe , 
there muſt bee a pajire of hands reciprocating the toole , 
through the timber , orelſe no ſawing it' into pieces. An 
helper-without an head, is betterthen an helper alone. A 
Iictle to.infift upon cagh particular. . Fi n 
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a Bulwarke,a Fort(in diftrefle)of ſategard & defence. She is To his perſon. 


but a little one, but oh!thall I not eſcape thither and be ſafe? 
(taid Lot in that ſtorme. )So is ſhe a covert under God againſt 
t?.: (tarme and rayne:She is ſo under covert,that yet ſhee is a 
covert againe:She is not terrible asBanners,but the is a fafe 
tuc+ler of defence againſt any impreſſion of danger,otEnc- 
my:cither'foreſecing and preventing,or meeting & repelling 
it. Deſpiſe her not,there 1s a bleſling in her. A woman once 
delivered a City ; another overcame an army , athird ſlew a 
Tyrant : yet there was another, a wife, Ab:gaz/, who obje+ 
ing her ſclfe berweene her husbands fyde , and 'Davids 
blow , ſaved the one and the other from bloodſhed. Such a 
prop was that poore Shunamite , who wathout any din or 
diftemper, lockt up her dead childe, brought home the Pro- 
pet, who reſtored 1t tolife. Shee is not as 'Da/:/a,who brin- 

ing Samſex into aſleep upon her knee, betrayd his life,lay- 
1ng,the Philiſtins bee upon thee, Shee 1s a AMicol,who when 
her husband was eſcaped from Sal, layde an Image in the 
bed,to while the Purſuers as if he had beene in bed, but ther- 
by preſerved his perſon from ſlaughter. Shes a like preſerver 


2, 


to his ſoule ( a little to harpe againe upon this ſtring) ſugge- Soule. 
ſting whole ſome counſcll toit ; Her voyce is quite contrary jg , * 


to tl:at of /obs wife, Not Curſe God and die ; But, Continue 
(deer husband)in thy integrity ! Be thy Crofles what thy will 
bee, ſtillrruſt , and wayt , deny not the Almighty ! we ſhall 
ſcea good cnd, one day. Shcee 15 not as /ephihah (aid of his 
poore daughter, Among them that trouble him , that damne 
him, and lay a fna:e toemrap him1n fin, or conſenting to 
himinſin, as Sapphirato Anarias : nor yet Careleſſe which 
end gre forward,to ſhee may compaſſe her wicked content, 


» 


as fezabel , in Naboths death , made way, for ter @ wne, and # Kings 18, 


ber bus} ands rujne. If ſhee can keepe him cloſe to God 
ſhee will : but thee will never bid him curle God, renounce 


obedience and dye. Nextly (hee is an helper to his bodily 7... 1, 
health, (next ui.der God) by keeping the pretious caſtle of of 5v.y, * 


his body in good eſtate , tor the health, ſtrength and vigor 
therof. Its a Proverbe made in favour ef a good wife , that if 
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the hosband looke well, they tay Tlehath a good wife. Shee 
is his nurſe to drefſe and provide himſavory meete, ſuch as 
his heart loveth:ſhe knowes his body,to what ailcs he is ſub- 
je&,his diſcaſes, and diſtempers are knowne to her cheefly, 
{he muſt order his diet, ſhee mult diflwade him from what 
is harrfull, preſent what is wholeſome,and that not in a ſee- 
ming curioſity , bat in areall, and cordiall caretulnefſe. 
Shee muſt bee his welcomer to emertaine him , from 
his wet and cold journicsS, with warmth , with harbour, 
with comforts and refreſhings : For his heart truſts to her 
for it, and no colds, wers, heates or ill jorneyes can be wes- 
rifome to him, having ſohelptull a yokefellow at home to 
receive him. If he be ficke, ſhee is his beſt meſflensver to the 
Phſitian,beft & tendereft keeper under kisPhiſick,beſt cook 
for kitchin Phiſick at home,and maſt bethe beſt inftrument 
for recovery: For why?ſhe tooke him not onlyfor health and 
proſperity, wherin he canprovide for himſclfegbut for fick- 
nefle and diſaſters, wherin he reliesnpon her helpfulnefle, 
Ag.ine ſhe is as the (hield of his pretious Name, and good 
Report. Suffers no fly of herewn to light upon that oynt- 
men! , 15 :mpotent to endure or put up any baſe aſperfions 
upon it; honors it, andthe enerit and repure of it hath a ſpe- 
riall facultie to commence and procure an high eſteeme of 
his vertues 1n the hearts of all c{pecialy in the hearts of ſuch 
aS are Worthie to honor a man, and ſhuns all occafions 
which might cauſe the vaſcit ro detame him:ſhe hath alwaya 
covering readie to carry backward upon his nakednefles 
and blemiſhes:{uch 1 ſay as are tobe covered. And ſuch, as 
ſhee is forced to confeſſe ( as Naba's Churliſhnes and folly 
by Abigml ; ) ſhee 1s rather haled thereto by neceflity then 
prone to 1t with delight : She abhorres them whoſe fingers 
alway itch at the diſgrace oftheir kusbands : She chnſcth to 
come betweene his folly , and his ſhame by catching the 
wound upon her owne fleſh , and leaving her own bleeding 
rather then violate his ,jor enduring others to derogate ther- 
from : ſhe puts no great oddes betweene the one or the 0- 
ther : knowing that her owne cannot be entire , if his be 
hurt, mach Jefte thinking tus lofſe to be her gayne, Fiſthly 
; to 
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to his family ſhee is an abſolute helper by necellity, and can- 
net be ſpared:not onely in point of houſe wivery , but alfs'in 
the diſpencing the Aﬀayres of it within. She croſſes not her 
husband in any labor, and educationof chuldren,ſhe traynes 
and inſtruds the tender fry (fitteſt for her hand) till meeter 
for his overſight : joines with him in his reproofes and cor- 
re&ions, (knowing that Satanreignes in the children by the 
diviſion of parents ) holdes not his hand from due ftroakes, 
but bares their $kin with delight , to his fatherly ſtripes; de- 
fendes neither bers, nor his children in their ſin. And yet,as 
the caſe requires, playes the kinde Mediator, alienating the 
extremity of both wordes and blowes left they be diſcoura- 
ged,yet by coſent,for the breaking of their hearts. She counts 
it ker glory , by her lenity and love, with all innocency to 
keep accord betweene the children of divers broodcs,indit- 
ferently enſuing both their welfare;ifnor with equal narure, 
yet with the ſame confciece ; not ſeeking to derive the cur- 
rent of her husbands heart to her own,but letting it have free 
aflage to them who are equally his. She is not in words but 
in truth, not aftepmother unto them : as loth to betray the 
one as the other to their fathers wrath,or to Gods:rejoicing 
when they are furtheſt off the dinte of cyther. Not as Eve, 
who firſt had inevitably betrayed all her poſterity to ruine, 
together with her ſelfe , ere her husband knew it, and then 
himſelfe. Not looking at her owne mayntenance , and hol- 
ding the reine in her owne hand , without refpe& what be- 
come of tkem, or after the death of her husoand, unnaturally 
ſuffcing them to periſh, while her cruell eics looke on: 
Moreover ſhe ſticks cloſe to him in all ditticulties, ( nay 


moſt then, thatlike to God , ſh? may be mort ſcene in the Il difficul- 


mounte ) aſwell as when his ſuccefſes are moſt proſperous; 
In the affront of any ill newes,loſſes,diſcontents,inj uries,ſhe 
keepes off the dint of forrew from his ſpirit , wypes away 
the teares trickling downe his cheeks, turnes off what might 
incenſe , enſues what might ſatishe and give him content, 
and purring under her helping ſhoulders to beare any com- 
mon burden,which muſt be borne. Although her own necke 
lieupon the blocke,and ſhe ſufferunder any ſpeciall vexation 
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lying on her ſpirit,yet the aphorres to be moaned or eaſcd b 
ontcryes and dolours: rather taking it to her ſelfe,& biting it 
into her owne regret;the willing that for the ſake of one,the 
whole Family ſhould bee in diſquiet,ſaying with that wiſe 
Shunimite, God can reconcile all diſproportions, be quiet 
my ſoule,ite not upon the bridle, tur wayce , and all ſhalbe 
well. And as a branch heerof, addetthis in the laſt place, hat, 
if God frowne upon their eſtate, ſhe makes no muti-'y nor 
clamor againſt heaven or husband , herlot and ill Chance, 
(for ſhe knowes no ſuck Goddefle as fortune,) But rather by 
ber own example in ſabmitting to providence,to fare hardly, 
tobe attried homely, when better ſupplie fayles; ſhe drawes 
her husbands ſpirit from impatience , ai:d unequalnes, to 
equanunity and ſubjeRion. In ſubmitting of her ſoule to 
God, even when bis hand is ſad, and the rod is ſharpe, ſhee 
findes (enſible eaſ-: wayting meekly rtilGod turne the wheele, 
& (with Naons) m_ her home to her woated welfare. And 
this ſhall ſerve for a draught of thethird branch of the wo- 
mans helptfulnes in the conjugall converſation. 

Now 1ts tine to finiſh the Chapter with ſome aſe. And 
firſt of ſharpe reproofe. For to this end hath the Lord framed 
woman as I have fayd ; but ſhee hath found out new inven- 
ti0:5;20d indeed ſhee was the firſt that ſet her wits on work 
in this kinde. Alas! how many women have wee, hclpfull 
to others with the hurt of their husbands ? others, helpfull to 
their husbands, with the hurt of o: hers? A third fort helpfull 
to them(ſclves , whatſoever hurt befall their husbands ? And 
laſtly, ſomencither helpfull to themſelves, nor to their hus- 
bands, but hurtfull to all : but {till the helptull wife is rareto 
come by. And, as we fee that firlt helper of man, creatcd 
molt perfe&, yet inſtantly degenerated , and became the 
oreateſt hurt ro him and his,{o her Grand-chuldren ſtill tread 
11 her ſteps, ſo that few husbands tkere be, but may ſay with 
Adam(and much more jafily,) The woman thou gaveſt mee 
hath undone me.If it had been a ſtranger,an Enemy,l could 
have borne it : butlo, ſhe that ate with me out of one dith, 
dranke out of one cup , dipt ker morſels in the ſame vinegar, 


lay in my boſome, and, was one with mee,ſhe hath beene as 
rottennes 


my 
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rottennes to my bones, 1s ſmoake to mine eyes, and as a con- 
tinual dropping. Oh! if the eye be blind, how great 15 that 
\ darkenes? Andzif ſhee who was made for the choyteſt hel- 
per (for what carthly comfort is like her who is like her ſel) 
proovea plague and hurt toa man, how great muſt that 
wound proove? As the diſcord of brethren 1s therefore lik& 
the braſen barres of a Pallace , (becaule they are in place of 
neereft lovers ) ſo the kurt of a wife is unſpeakebly intolera- 
ble, Lecauſc ſhe breakes that law in pieces, which ordeyned 
her to the contrary. For,there is a curſed generation of wo- 
men,out of meaſure ſintull, whoſe cheefe reverge 1s to whet 
theirteene upon their husbands , ard to kill their hearts, not 
onely with deſpitefull tongues , but alſo malitious attempts, 
proteſſing,they do it to'crofle them. 
Such as theſc 1 deny not to be helpers, for they helpe their 
husbands to a fad heart, to a weary life, to bitter complaints 
to ſuch as they dare truſt ( forif they had no boſomes to 
emptie it into, their hearts would breake ) to an empty 
purſe, to a rotten name, to a ragged coate, they helpe them 
(cre they have done): o the ſheetezto the ſtockes, to the Gal- 
lowes,to hell it felfe, without mercy,by their ſeverall hurtfull 
inventions. Thus wasnoc Abigail to Nabal, (though a 
beaſt ) if ſhe h ad {corned him lo farre, as to renounce help- 
fulnes;the would not have endanzered he: life for his ſafety; 
but left him to ſhift for himſelfe. But ſuch prefidents as 
Dalila, Iezabel , Fobs wite,and the like, helplefſe , hurtfull 
wives, Joying rather 3n their husbands harmes,and thruſting 
them forwa:d, when they are falling , better ſute to many of 
our wives,then that out worne end of Abigails. Alas ! tuch 
a patterne ſerves rather for wonderment, then honor & imi- 
tation. Do wee not (ce how jolly and proud Dames, ſet up 
a private wealth to themſelves with negle of the co.nmon 
good of husbands and fainilics ? Have we not coy peeces, 
that affeRt a ſ{ingularity of Dict,apparrel, company,lotty car- 
riage, above,and apart from their husbands? Publique ſhame 
( which yet now reſtrains moſc abuſes) not curbing thele ! 
Are thoſe helpers, that jolly it out and ruffle it in the miſery, 
debts, banqueruptnes, and deje&tion of their husbands,brave 


Qq 3 in 


What xind of 
helpers waſt- 
tull wyves are, 
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in their ruffes and cloathes when they are all ragged, coſtly 
in their fare , when they are faine to bite ſhort, 7 at the up- 

per end of the Table , when Tom foole muſt Rand with fin- 

gcrin hole behind the doore ? Are theſe helpers, or harlots, 

trow you! Howelfe ſhould it be verefied of women, which is 
foretold of al forts by Pawl,in theſe latter daies, They ſhould 
be lovers of themſelves, proud,unnaturall,trecherous? What 

traitor is like a bolome one? 

And, well might theſe proverbiall ſpeeches ariſe, that A 
man may thrive,if he have his wifes good wil: Or, A mant hat 
marries a ſecond wife with Children, need take no theught 
to purchaſe houſe and land. Theſe argue that although the 
ul may be otherwiſe in many wives, yet generally it is dan- 
gerous , eſpecially in ſecond marriages with widowes. 

Secondly, be it exhortation to all that would bee good 
wives, that they be helpfull ones. As once that worthy Di- 
vine Maſter Perkins wrote upen his ftudy doore , Thou art a 
Miniſter of the word, that doe ? fo ſhould a good wite up- 
on her palmes and fringes, for an helper thou wert made, 
this looke to, mind the end of thy creation,Carry it with thee 
as thy charge,I was made for an helper.Not for an helper on 
way,and an hurter,ten : butan only helper. So that as Law is 
the ſoule of the (tate , the ſoule is wholly and in each finge 
of the body, ſo fhould my helpfulneſſe begin at husband,and 
animate all the farily. But eſpecially it ſhould be thelite of 
my husband ; his ſoule I am bound chiefly to helpe, by godly 
counſell : his ſpirit I muſt helpe, by my cheertull behavior : 
his body I muſt cheriſh with my beſt benevolence; his 
name I muſt tenderly honour, his ſorrowes I mnſt wiſely mi- 
tigate ; his Joyes, I muſt ſympathize; his dangers, I mult 
prevent,his health and ſtate I muſt uphold : and when I have 
thus done, as the Bee gathering hony, as the Sheep bearing 
a fleece, asthe Oxe plowing the ground, as the builder tra- 
ming the houſe, not for their owne uſes, bat the commodity 
of others ; ſo muſt the helpfull wife, all theſe I have done, 
not for my ſ{clfe,but for my husband. Yea looke what inſtint 

Nature, Art, hath put into theſe creatures , that hath grace 
and belptulneſſe put into me. An helper I was made —_—_— 
0 
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oh Lord,let me look to ! If I do it of a willing vertuons mind, 
there is praiſc !1f not,yet a neceflity is layd upon me,and,wo 
tome , if 1 be not an helper? who ever ſhunned or waived 
the end of their creation, but vengeance purſued them as 
traytors to Nature, to heaven | I was not made for my ſelte, 
but for another : each part ot the houſe claiming a part of 
me. As he ſaid once toa Coy Virgin, thy virginity 1s not all 
thine. to diſpoſe of : in part its thy parents, father hath 
ſtroke in it , mother another , and kindred a third : Fight 
not againſt all, but be his, whom they would have thee. So 
ay I to thee being a wife and an helper : Thy womanhood, 
thy helpfulnefle is not thine,1ts thy husbands, his body, ſtate, 

erity Claime n from thee : he lajes claime te all , not as 
that Tyrant did , all rhy wives filver and gold is mine : bur 
25 one that is inveſted in all thou haſt by peculjar providence. 
] live not by rule or examples : the unhelpfull ſhall not teach 
metobea hurter : the helptull fhall net ſo teach me as if I 
followed for their ſake only,but for his, who hath ſubje&ed 
me to kcIpfulneffle. 


Laftly , its incouragement to all good wives, to loske off F/e 2. 


trom the degenerate practice of this world , which might 

|l them fromthis vertue ; If ſhe be ſuch an belper to thee, 
oh kusband;as I have ſaid, comfort thy ſelfe in her, comfort 
and encourage her thy ſelfe againft all diſmayments. And it 
ſhce bee ſo towards a lewed companion who hath not the 
grace to priſe her : let mee here from God encourage her. 
God requitethee puore ſoule, for the world cannot, thine 
husband will not. God make his way the ſtrength of the 
upright , in the thankfulneſſe of both : Thou canſt doe no 
more then thou canſt : It a bad husband will yet ruine all, 
well, yet as long as thou couldeſt , thou haſt held carte on 
wheelcs : The Lord ſhall be thy helper, the ſtrong helper 
of an helpefull wife : Others ſhall helpe thee : Thou 
ſhalt not bee forſaken in thy greatelt ſtraits® And 
touc'"ing thus ſecond duty of the wite , viz. helptulneſle, 
lomuch, 


Ea 


Encourage» 
me:.t to lieip- 
full wives, 


Mairimoniall Honenr : or, 


The third pe- 


a_outp—ou—_— —_— —————_——— > neo —_—_— ” 
une” —_— _—_ —_ 


_- 
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Concludeth with the third and laſt Several Daty 
of the wife , to wit, her Gracefulneſſe. 


Conclude now the diſcourſe about the ſeverall duties 


cult\r duty oF F of the woman to the man: whereof this is the laſt, to 


the witc, 


"4 acctulnefle, 


W.y-s miſt be 
213ti ous and 
gracctull, 


What grace- 
fulneſſe 15, 


| pleaſure together ( for they are not a 


wit her gracefulneſſe. The former alone without this, 
will make a good drudge, but this added therto will make a 
good wife. They ſay, he who hath m both profit and 

way joined ) hath hit 
the naile on the head. But ina wife, I am ſure it is ſo: if ſhe 
be uſefull by her huſwifery, and cheerfull by her graccfull 
amiableneſle, ſhe is right and {traight indeed, and well ac- 
compliſhed. Some, yet none of the worlt houſewives are 
none ef the moſt gracefull creatures : their droile alway 
hangs about ther, as an ague in the bones : and others ami- 
able and cheerfull enough,are yet nane of the moſt huſwife- 
ly and helpfull : as the apples of Sodom if they be but toucht 
with a finger to be uſefull, they moulder to athes. The for- 
mer are good droiles to difpatch buſinefle, the other pretty 
Idols to TJooke on. But the compound of theſe two hath no 
fellow , to reconcile into one an helpfull gracefulneflc,and 
a gracefull hclpfulnefſe. Of all other duties, I necd leaſt 1n- 
fiſt,in prooving that this woman makes her marriage honou- 
rable ; and therefore, that ſhe is Found to improve her {clte 
in this kind to theuttermoſt , for the attaining of it. This 
vertne of it ſclfe ſpeakes ( as Abel being dead ) withont 
words. This third gift is nothing elſe , ſave that complexion 
and luſter which arifeth and reboundeth from the mixture of 
the graces of a woman, duly compounded. As fromthe well 
mixt Elements ariſeth bodily temperament , and from the 
blood well mixed in the face ariſcth beauty : ſo from a well 
tempered ſpirit in a woman ariſeth this gracefulnefle. As 


once that Philoſopher ſaid, if vertue could be ſeene with the 
ele, 
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ie, it would raviſh a man with admirable loves of her : 
{o the graces of a woman breaking through ter, and ap- 
pearing in the converſation, are able to ravith any ſpirit that 
A little then firſt of the Mate- 
rialis, then of the true forme and temper it ſelfe of this 


'$not a ſtoicke , a Nabal. 


oraccfulnefle. 


For the former : Grace muft needs be the matter of it. 
But , what grace ? Surely graces fly together as birds of a 
feather , and linke as the peeces of a chaine : yet there bee 
pearles which ſhine more then their fellowes:and ſome gra- 
ccs, doe more befriend,and beautihe a good wife then other. 
The firlt may be humility and a meeke fpirit,for what 1s more 
unwomanly, unpleaſing, then a manmth heart of toutneſſe 
and {tomacke? and what ſo decketh a woman,as that wher- 
by ſhe is of great eſteeme with God himſelfe ? So is ſhee 
that walkes 1n a due and daily ſence of her infirmities, a 
modeſt concealement of her graces, Not Sax/s talneſſe, 
but hiding himſelfe away from honour did moſt grace him. 
Not a ſcholess art, open'd all at once, but the conceal- 
ment of it, moſt graceth him. So, not a womans parts , but 
that ſo fraile a creature ſhould bee above all thats in her, 1s 
as the varniſh which makes all the pifture ſo amiable. 
Why doe wee thinke Greeke and Ebrew ill beftow*d upon 
2 woman ? fave, that its above her ordinary ſex to know it , 
and to know her ſelfe too : yetit I ſhould behold a wo- 
man of excellent parts of learning , and yet to bee as one 
that knew not her owne knowledge, but drown'd all in the 


{pirituall ſence of her corruption, I ſhould thinke I law a 


rare obje&t. Skee is little in her owne eles : yet that little- 
nefle makes her greater in Gods eye,preciouſer in mans,then 
that great gift with which (heis furniſhed. A ſecond grace 
is ſelfdeniall. A meere ſcholaris growne into a character of 


difdaine : and fo is every other thing that is meer : a meer 
woman,is an homely ſight becauſe ordinary. But a woman 
above a Woman, her wits, andabilities : and eſpecially a 
woman above her wrath,envie,ſelflove and paſſions: a wo- 
aine,pleafures,carthly contents: having all, 
:peſtred with all,and yet evercomming all, 


man above her 
and yet above a 


i 
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is an objed of admiration. The ſpirit of God. te affe& our 
ſpirits, preſents ſtrange objesin his word , women Cap- 
taines, warrioursCoquerors: what a pretty thing it is to (> [ael 
to mafter a great Generall of the field with her Haminer & 
Naile ? Debora tolit and judge /7ael? what a miracle was 
our mayden Yucen Elizabeth to the world ? Why ! but be- 
Cauſe weethinke we ſee, and can ſcarce beleeve our eies 
in ſecing thoſe vertues which were admirablein the Man,to 
reſide in a weake ſexe,as it were out of place? So,the Lord 
preſents to us in his word his malter-peeces, an Abigail 
without tword or bow, conquering a Conqueror , and lea- 
ding him Ccaptive,with her ſclt-demial,and wiſedome. And 
in experience we ſce here and there one (as a berry, or an 
olive, left behind ) who can maſtera fierce husbands anger, 
by her long ſuffcing and ſeltdeinall : one that can rule her 
paſlions,which rule al ſorts. Why? ſave that we mght admire 
our God as much inthe. Ants ſagacity , as the Elephants 
ſtrength? If he whe can overcome himſelfe,then much more 
ſhee who cando ſozis greater, then he who hath overcome 
a city ! Ohnot alway in great things is goodnes: but alway 
10 good is greatnes,efpecially when thet good is alſo little! 
A third grace of a womanis faith both for the truth of it 
and for the life of it. For the fermer, what more worth thea 
pretious faith? Paul ſaithits not of all, women or men: its a 
Bower growing 1n the gardens, a pretious jewell worea in 
the boſomes of very few of this ſexe. What can calme the 
ſoule ſave pardon and grace from the promiſe of a Father, 
the blood of a Mediator? What Can make a woman peacea- 
ble and of a quiet frame , ſave becauſe all is well, betweene 
God and her {cltc? And whatis that grace which ſettles the 
ſoulc in this grace ſave faith,the fruite of the lips,and mother 
of peace? They ſay there was once a famous Ladjc in the 
Engliſh court,that calmed thedifftcrences of all the courtiers, 
and therfore they called her ſone-Makepeace. This ladie 
faith is that lady Jone: a meet ornament, not for court onelye 
but country alſo. Joyve-Makebates each houſe is full of,but 
of Makepeaces,very few.Oh this graces abſence,makes all a- 
mort! womens unquictneſſe of nature, wrath, ſcoldings and 
£ diſtempers, 
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diſtempers , come not ſo much from outward cauſes, or in- 
ward humors , as for lacke ofthis lady faith. Their hearts are 
wicked, caſting up mire and dirt in the family , like the ra- 
ging ſea,caſting up her owne foame , and all , becauſe the 
peace of God which paſſeth underſtanding , and ſetrling the 
ſoule by faith,is wanting. Some what they once had,in crea- 
tion,haveloſt it by corruption, cannot recover it by faith,and 
this diſquiets them : thelofle of a pig, a chicken will vexe by 
conſent, becauſe there is a worſe vexer within. But, as wee 
know , if a woman had found a pearle worthan hundreth 
pound, ſhee would be overjoyed, ( Chriſt ſpeakes but of a 
oroate) ſo that , if ſhe ſhould heate ſhe had loſt one of her 
goſlings, it would little affect her:ſogif this faith were within 


the boſome,the loſles of toies, the occaſions of common art- 


ger in the family would ceaſe. That would change all, as 
Chriſt calmed theſea. ; 

And ſecondly , forthe life of it , what gold isfſo precious, 
as isthe triall of faith : Marriage is as full of troubles, as a 


Crowne of cates. Sorrow there'is ſuthcient to each day:to a ''+ 


woma by name,breeding,bearing,bringing forth:many loſles 
ſhe mecetes with,falſe aſperſions, teare of debts, wrong ofill 
neighbors and enemies, deprivall of health, her deereft chil- 
dren, ſundry diſeaſes, ill tuccefles: what were then the lite of 
2 woman under all theſe but miferie, if ſhe beleeved not in 
the ſon of God,and heped for a good end? That although ſhe 


Yo 


For the wife of 


cannot ſay,Allis,yet ſhe may ſay, All ſhalbe well, when the Eſai.63.z. 


houre of Redeemed ones is come. This life of faith wil make 
the buſh though it burne, yet not to conſume, and will bring 
the Son ef God to walke with her in the hot fornace, who 
wil keep away the favor as wel as the power of fire from the. 
Therfore Sara and the widow of Zarepta, and of Shwnem , 
and Rebecca, are brought in as beleevers in that cloude of 


witnefſes, as well as Abraham, and 7/aac, and Iacob, So Heb.rr. 


baſe is that ſpeech of ſome Atheiſts, that women muſt 
meddle with no faith, but wrap themſelves up in their 
husbands. 

A fourth graceis Innocency, and truth. A compound of 
twoinonc. The one isa breſtplate ofdeteace, the other a 
Ke Golden 
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Golden Girdle to gird all other graces of Gods ſpirit cloſe 


to her. Theſe I grant are peeces of Armor for Champions: but 
I underſtand my felfe to ſpeake of women Captains and 
conquerors , aS1tolde you before : and you know fayth is 
no effe minate grace (though feminine ) but overcomes the 
world. And why ſhould a ſhield of Faith { which ſerves ta 
defend beth the body and the Armour of it too ) go without 
2 BreRplate, and a girdle ? Debora if ſhee will £9 into the 
feeld, ſhee muſt be armed, and a woman is not free from aſ- 
faults,and perill,faot and darts , aſwelas a man, in this feeld 
of the worlde : therfore muſt Jearne to put on this armour. 
God hath no other for menthen women : though women 
muſt not put on mens apparrel, yet they muſt be clad inthe 
ſame armor of light, That will make them ſhot-free. The Em- 
peror Charles the 5. wentamong the thickeſt of his ſouldiers, 
and tolde his men, That a trae Emperor was never ſhot with 
2 Bullet. ButI amſure of this , That this Breſtplate is armor 
of proofe : An innocent, harmelefle, quiet woman,ſhall not 
be aſhamed to mee:e her enemies in the gates, yea thongh it 
were of hell; whe things ceme to be debated, her uprightnes 
and rightcouſnes ſhall deliver her:Innocercy ſhalbe her de- 
fenceagainlt evill tongues abroad, & truth againſt an 11] con- 
{cicnce within; whereas the guilty and treacherous woman 
will betray her {elfe,and loſe the day. That very harlot,true 
in nothing,but that ſhee was the infants mothegrby her truth 
elcaped the ſwords cenſure. A mieſcheevous woman,or a 
woman-lyar,who can endure ? And who would not go or 
ride a far journey to ſee this other warlike woman. Thoſe 
Hereines of whom ſtory and Petts ſo talke,as Pentheſilea and 
the like, were not ſo gracefull a fight, nor thoſe Amazons, 
that ſeared off one dug that they might ſhoot , were no ſuch 
{peRacles as theſe women , clad in innocency, and truthe. 
Their name is more fragrant, then ſweet oyntment , and 
there is ng dead fly to make it ftinke. | 
A fifth grace is zeale and piety. For the former,it ſerves 
to make the woman a ſtirring houſewife for God , ay Dili- 
gence makes her {> tor her husband. Mecknefle in her own 
matters, well becomes her who 1s carneft in Gods, If a wo- 
. man 
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man would be hor and hery, let her turne jt to God, and for 
his cauſe,and this will make ber coole and calme in her own. 
Ag bleeding onthe arme by art, ſtops unnaturall bleedms 
by fluxe : ſo zeale for God,cooles the heat of corrupt paſſion 
to man. This grace becomes this ſexe, the rather , becauſe 
it argues truth of grace : for elfe calmeneſle of her frame, 
naturally carries her to flatnefſe and fulfoinneſſe. It muſt be 
with a Chriſtian woman, as it 1s in nature with the female 
{cxe of the creatures. Nature hath put a tircenefſe into the 
female becauſe of the impotency thereof : therefore the ſhe 
Beare, the Lyoneſle, are the moſt raging, and crucll. But 
grace makes that naturall impotency of the woman, turne 
impotency for God : as to provoke her husband with ſweet 
affcCtiens for his ſervants and worlhip. It was a great praiſe 
for the ſexe, that God would ſend his Prophet in the famine, 
rather to try the picty of the widdow ye Zareptha an hea- 
then , then any of the ſonnes of Ifrael. And it was the ho- 
nour of thoſe wealthy women Joanna the wite of Herods 
Steward,and other the like to be the pious ſupporters of the 
Lord Teſus his body , when hee had not whereon to lay his 
head. And at this day, if eſtimation be made, God is as much 
if not more honoured with the torwardnefle of women,then 
of men : their nature ( being fearftull ) hath cver beene 
proner to ſuperliition: as in Ezekvel,thoſe women that wept 
from Tammuz , thoſe devout Grecian Gentlewomen ftird 
up by the Iewes, againſt Pax! : and where they are out of 
the way, none are Worſe : But grace overruling corruption, 
turnes ſuperſtition inte zeale and devotion , into religion , 
and then its comely. 

Mens ſpirits are hardier, doe not ſo eaſily feare Ma- 
jeſty, tremble at judgemnts , beleeve promiles , ſhun ſinne, 
love good, as women : ſo that when they are inthe way, 
none are better : none ſooner embrace the Goſpell, if it 
come a new to 2 place, none more readily joine together 
in communion , none more tender hearted to the diſtreſſed , 
and ſuch as ſuffer for Chriſts name. Ged hath his women 
that wove ſcarlet and twined linnen for his Tabernacle, as 
Manaſſch kad fer his Idolls. - ! how ſweeta ſight 1s it - 
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ſee theſe Votaries,not of the Pope, but the Lord Ieſas ! who 
can thinke of that honorable Counteſſe of Richmond and 
Derby without adiniration : the founder of ſo many Col- 
ledges and Hoſpitals. I omit to ſpeake of all : whoſe praiſe 
is in the goſpell ? wee haye many worthy mormen in our 
daies , exceeding men 1n theſe piectics and zealous duties ? 
Ohgoe on ! hold your daily entercourſe with God ! keepe 
quarter With heaven, have your converſation where your 
treaſure is : and with that famous peece of devotion , old 
Arna , a widow who for above fixty yeere, dwelt in the 
Temple, and ceaſed. not to faſt and pray : goe on, ſome of 
you had need to doe ft for your husbands and your ſelves 
too , for ſurely they doe it but little ! The cloſet of a good 
woman graceth her more to frequent, then her {ti1!-houſe , 
kitchin, or parlour : for therin ſhe playes the good houſwife 
for her owne ſoule; being much in meditation there , in 
prayer, in brokennefle of heart, confeſſion , renuing of 
Covenant. As for Mice! , who ſcornes zeale in her huſ- 
baud, hath none in herſelfe , eh let not thy ſoule come into 
her counſell. | 

Sutable to this piety toGod , is mercy and compaſlionto 
{ys Saints, when the former, . P/al. 16. 2. falls ſhort of God, 
let the later be tendered to his Aſſignes, and Attorneys, thc 
Saints. So ſaith Zarhſbeba, ſhe ſtretcheth out her hand to the 
poore , yeareacheth it farre to the needy. Some women 
cloth their owne with $karlet, but ſuffer the poore to goe 
inrags. Surely cotton or courſe cloath, or canvis, is dne to 
theſe, if Skarlet tothem. Turne $karlet rather to common 
cljoath, then the poore goe oaked. Women, eſpecially Mi- 
niſters wives (who it bad, ef all other commonly are worlt) 
muſt think themſelves meant, when Chriſt ſaith, I was na- 
ked, hungry ,1n priſon, poore, and ſick ; and , you clothed, 
fed, viſited , releeved mee ! Be blefled women if you bee 
wile. Your husbands make you their almoners and ſtewards, 
beware you proove not theeves, that the poore ſhould curſe 
you. A gift comes more tenderly from thee to a poore ſoule, 
then from thine husband. What ſ1ght of the baſeſt Miſer is 
{ſo yrkelome,as of an hard harted woman ? And what orna- 
ment 
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ment ſo becomming a tender ſexe, as a mercitull heart , to 

give, and to give tenderly in compaſſion, abundantly to fix 
and feven? Bothare Bowells : and a woman ſhould have 
more (by right ) then men. Tabitha began betimes , God 
would not have her dic, perhaps leſt wives might loſe the 
honor and example of mercie. Ifveing a. maide thee had (o 
many good workes to the Wz of hnnen clothes made for the 
- poore , What did ſhebcing a wite ? And efpeciallyJet wo- 
men be harberours to all , which belong to the houſehold of 
faith, but above all to peore of her owne ſexe, women or 
widowes : Its noill ſightto fee youin Prifons: But if 
vou cannot go to others, ſend not them away empty , who 
come to you ! 

And to make an end, what grace ſhould a Chriſtian wife 
thinke ſtrange ? But ſay as he once did , Amanlam, and 1 
deeme no gifc ofa man unbeſeeminginee. So thou wo- 
man ſpeake ; I ſee not but it. becomes mee to be loving, pa- 
tient, wiſe , wary , prudent , thankfull : Theſe are 1ngre- 
dients into the converſion ,.as thote ſpices reckoned up by 
Moſes , to make the holy oyntment, and to eaule thee to 
{ſmell {yweectly in the noltrils of God, thy husband , and all 
ſorts ! one other St. Peter mentions,confidence in God , the 
liſter offaith even now mentioned: They truſted in God,and 
walked without amaſement ( he meanes ſuch carnall and 
diſtruſtfull fearcs as that ſexe is full of:) Their daughters are 
yougif you tread in their ſteps. As the eye of thine owne 
handmaid jsalway awetully carried to thee ,, wayting for 
acceptancgand , and then thee is ſafe : ſolet her teach thee 
(as Gods handmayd ) to carrie thine towards him : for the 
ſupport of thy Spirit , in the whole wheele of thy converſa- 
tion,for all other Gifts aſwell as theſe,to make 1t firong as 
the ſtaves do the cart wheele , that it cracke not in peeces. 
More ſpices might have beene brought foorth: but by theſe 
you may guefle wheroft a womans ſweet powder is made: 
let us haſt to the ConfeRtion. 

For, as, not the ſingle ſpices, but the Apothecaries $kill 
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made Gods oyntments,f0,not only theſe meer graces,but the Forme is ten; 


medly of them the temper of that ſpirit arifing. from them, 
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is that thing which makes the wife ſo gracefull. Thismuſt 
come from that wiſe & alfutficient $kill of the ſpirit of grace, 
which muſt teach her Reynes in the night ſeaſon, and put 
into ker the ſpirit of gracetulnefſe: He who hath given a gift 
tothe Bee to diſpoſe that honey ſhee hath gathered from 
all fowers,in fo wiſe a manner,that her workmanſhip makes 
all the beholders to admire it ; muſt in an higher kind teach 
her to make her graces into one compound and temper ; I 
ſay mult enable her tolay themall ſo ſweetly together, and 
order her whole marriage courſe by the helpe of them ; that 
both every one may afford her ſpec1all influence into it, and 
all of them together may make her face to ſhine, and the 
beauty therof to appeare gracefull to all the beholders. Shee 
mult beg of God this ſpirit by Prayer : and as all the l-oſc 
flowers of the Noſegay muſt be wiſcly ordred and put toge- 
ther,and then bound together with a thred , that they ſcatter 
not : Sotke ſpirit of warinefſe and wiſedome muſt gird the 
looſe loynes of her ſoule cloſcly together , and teach her to 
accommodate her ſelfe to every occaſion offered,in a ſutable 
correſpondence , that there be no gulte nor interruption, no 
uncqualneſſe nor diſproportion in her carriage. No man 
{hall need to paint an exact beautifull face : nor teach her 
that is faire, to ſhew it forthzit ſhewes it ſelfe to all naturaly 
without trouble. As Paxlrold Lifias:That he was borne a free 
man of Rome, it calt him nathing : ſo where an heart is far- 
niſht with grace , it will without any difficulty expreflc it, 
and ca(t her ſavor abroadl : That which will make an hypo- 
Crite to toyle and ſweate, comes from grace with ſweet- 
neſſe,and facility; yet I deny not but as that Glyceris ſhewd 

greatskill in compounding the flowers of her poſies, and the 
lewells of a Crowne muſt be skilfully ſet into it , to make it 
glorious : fo , the more carefull the woman ſhalbe to marke 

the circumlitances,the ſeaſons and all the occaſions of her lite 
{o muchthe more wiſely ſhe ſhall be able to apply cach of 

theſe graces to their objedts, and ſhew forth the luſtre of all 

in her generall carriage. And ſuch as are the ingredients,ſfuch 

mult needes the compound bee, 1f skill and diſcretion order 

it well. Nowthe expreſſion of all theſe in one is NG 

that 
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that is the way whereby ſhe utters herſelfe, andin it, the 
lovely bluſh of them all appears: humbly amiable, mercifully 
amiable,amiable in the comely carriage of all, (as her bodie 
is inthe wearing of the moſt coſtly and beſt ſuted attire Jmoſt 
comely and pleaſing. Eſpecialy when the grace of this grace 
is added to it, that this is not 1na pang, or good moode, 
when all gocs well, but comes froma principle within, 
which cauſes her to goe on inan uniforme courſe : ſo that 
looke how you ſee her at onetime , you ſee her at another : 
ſheeis alway her ſelfe:and as a Virgin of a comely face, al- 
though ſhe bee all blubberd with teares, ſhe loſeth not her 
beauty,but by the contrary,doth commend it:ſo,although the 
oCcalions of her life are ſad aſwell as cherefull, yet the cloud 

doth not difanull the ſun , but cauſes it to ſhine thorough 

with a more acceptable grace.So farreI fay as weake ficth 
mixt with much corruption wil admit. And this forthe latter. 


What ſhall I then ſay fer Concluſion of this former part VE ofthis 


of my text, that the married wives muſt honor their Mar- **""*: 


riage by this amiable behaviour ? Surely it inſtrufteth us in 
and about the variety of couples in marriage : The oddes is 
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as great as the difference of the Prophets baskets of figs, very Cuupleswher- 
good and very naught , ſo that they could not be eaten. The un i ſtands, 


gratious wife is not only an helper tothe Eſtate of her hus- 
band ; but ſhee 15 a Coro fort and contentment to his mind 
and ſpirit:ſheelics in his boſome as a bag of ſweet ſpices un- 
der his Armeholes, as a perfumed garment to his noltrils,as 
the ſpikenard of the Page in the Canoles which gave her 
ſavor to the beloved, when ke lay upon his bed. Hence it is 
that Salomon, compares her not onely te the moſt coſtly, but 
eſpecially to the moſt comely things which Nature hath 
made. All her teeth,her forhead,lips,necke,boſome,thighes, 
legges,yea even her very goings, are pleaſing in his eye: he 
compares her to the lillics, to the waſhed ſheepe,tothe Roes 
of the Mountaines, to the Doves, tothe Cedars, to the Cur- 
tains of Se/omen, and every lovely, amiable thing: Allts 
i1-w that amiablcneſle and gracefulnes is that piincipall 
excellency whick commends a wife to her husbands elteem 
and aftc&tion : without the which the reſt were little worth: 
Inether things ſhce hath a mixture of herſelfe ; but in - 
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 ſhereſembles him who hath reſtored her to her firſt order 
and comelineſle in her creation. A creation Which no out- 
ward wealth or price can purchaſe ; nothing in the world 
can equall the refexion of thoſe graces, and the 1a- 
vor of that report which came from her. They are in her, 
not for her : as the flowers of a garden ſerve to garniſh the 
hou'e ; ſo theſe grow in her for his uſe ( her husbands ) to 
adorne and grace his perſon, that he may be knowne in the 
gates. Allthat City,which knew Athto be a vertuous we- 
inan, knew #ocz tobe an happy man in her : himſelfe thin- 
king no leflc when hetold her fo. Her vertues indeed ſhine 
within her owne ſphzre and centre chiefly : yet, the influ- 
ence therof, is as that oile of Aaron, which ſtayed not where 
it was firſt layd, upon his head, but wet the whole attire,and 
earth about. And, as that box of coſtly oyntment , though 
onely powred upon the feete of Chriſt, yet made the whole 
houſe ſavor ofit : ſo the temper which ariſeth of the ſim- 
plicity , meekneſſe, modeſty of a good wife, makes her 
amiable to ſuch as never ſaw her face. Its as the vices of 
the bad wife, whichlike olle 1n the palme of ones hand,can- 
not.be hid. 

Contrariwiſe, an unhappy husband falles alone, nor in 
himſelfe, ſe much, as in his vitious wife : who creates a- 
broad diſhonour , at home diſcontent to him. The beſt man, 
thus plagued fhall hardiy avoid one of theſe zmputations, ei- 
ther that he is unworthy of a good one,becauſe he makes her 
no better ; or unhappy, becauſe ſhe js no better : the one is 
his ſinne , the other his ſhame, both his ſorrow. She 15 nei- 
ther comfort to him at home, becauſe he is an eie- witnefle 
of what be would not, nor abroad, being forced to ftop his 
noſe at the jll ſavour of her vices, as Abigail at Nabal:s 
chnrliſhneſſe. Neither can hee be, but as the body fitting 
upon a rolling ftone, which is never at reft but alway in 
confiit with himſelfe , with wrath and deſpaire ; yet there 
1s no way to bee rid of ſuch, either in the getting, or 
having, except God ſhew a man favour, that a man fall not 


anto her hands. So much for informatien. But from this a- 
another uſe ariſes. 
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then all muſique and melody. Every bafe bird ( while {ym- 
mer laſts ) will chirp and chutter : But to ſing upon the bare 
bow, or thorne buſh , when the leaves are gone, and the 
cold winter approacheth, this argues a wife truly gracefull, 
truly amiable and cheerfull , and ( next to the Soules Peace 
with God ) is the greateſt content under the Sunne. I ex- 
hort no woman t » play the hypocrite ( neither indeed can 
eracefulnefſe be long ated by any apiſh imitator. ) But, T 
entreat her, whom God hath thus graced, to underſtand the 
uſe ſhe ſerves for, rot concealing her ſelfe, but to the utter- 
mo{t to apply her ſ(eclfe, to the comfort of her husband. And 
for himſclfe, this 1tay, If God hath thus honored rhee with 
luch a wife, underſtand ( oh man ) thine 6wne happinefle, 
and digeſt it ſeriouſly, wiih thanks to him, who hath tramed 
her ſo, and brought her {o framed, into.thy bolome ! Let her 
tinde by good experience, there is no love loſt ; bur, let thy 
heart reſt in her and truſt to her ; ſcale her a bond of thy fare 
and fairhfullreſpect , againe, and let herſce, (the hath not a 
weariſome Nabal to do with, who cannot value that which 
is pretious in her at a due rate. Set her as a fignet on thy 
right hand, and let her be neerer thine heart, then thy colt- 
licſt jewell. Let it not be enoughthat thou canſt love one, 
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who hath henoured thee , more then all thy wealth, or 
birth conld doe , but, procuce her honour in all places, 
and ſaff:r noe to eclipſe her worth. Give her of the worke 
of her hands, and let her workes praiſe her in the gates. 
And , ſo much bee ſpoken for the uſe of this third Branch , 
and ſo,touching the meane,to preſerve the honour of Marri- 
age, by the duties which concerne each party in ſeverall, 
Generjl uſes Andthus, having at laſt abfolved this Taske which I un- 
of the Whole qertooke, to wit , toſhzw , how Matrimoniall honor may 
exile, both bee purchaſed and preſerved entire,viz: firſt by a wiſe 
Entrance marrying in the Lord,and aptly in the Lord; as alſo 
by wiſe watching to the Duties, both of common nature, 
reaching to them both; and in ſpeciall, pertaining to either; 
let mee conclude the whole treatiſe with anitem to both 
I. ſorts: Firſt,all ye, that are apt,religious, foint worſhippers 
Reproofe and of God, who love each other, are Chaſt, and conſenting in 
Admonition the generall 2 alſo who in ſpeciall,are underſtanding, provi- 
1-008 Coy dent,reſpe&ive husbands, ſubject, helpfull, gracefull wives: 
4 Let me fay this unto you both, I doubt not, but in the rea- 
Braxch x. ding of my former treatiſe, you willingly heare of other un- 
happy couples ; your ſelves better married : But , which of 
you in thus reading looke up to God, or acknowledge ſuch 
a bleſſing, with due thankfulnes ? Which of you do but tup- 
pote, (as it is not amiſle to ſuppoſe, what might have bin or 
what may bee) or ſay within your ſelves, If the Lord had not 
provided better for ſome of us, then we deſerved,then we 
deſired, given us good companions, before ever we knew 
Look out and What the miſery of bad, or the worth of good ones maant : 
compare your YEazif he had not beene better to us molt unworthie,then he 
lot with hath beene to more worthie then our ſclve*, whom he ſaw 
others. fitter to bearegto profit by the croſſe, then our ſelves were) 
oh, what had become ofus? Oh ! Nabals, La ..ecr,Zippores, 
ebazels, had ſwallowed up our ſous, ſpirits, peace, welfare, 
thrift and all ! The continuall vexations of bad heads , daily 
dropping of bad wives had oppreſſed us! Alas? And why hath 
the Lord done this ? Surely not for any good hee ſaw , or 
foreſaw inus,but becauſe he knew how unmeet we were to 
| honor him,under ſuch a chaine | | 
Why 
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Why then,do wee not more magnify his providence, and 
wonder at his love,who hathſo guarded us! There being ſs 
few apt couples in the world,that our lot ſheuld beeto light 
upon nounapter ; there being ſo many bad ones , that wee 
ſhould light upon no worſet?Is not this mercy?” Was it a gol- 
den bleſhng at firſt, in our owne ſenſe and confeffion, and 
is it become a leaden one now, after,ten, twenty,thirty, yea 
fourty yeeres experience ? Doerich Pearles fall in price? 
Could ſuch mercic be better ſpared now then it might thirty 
yeereSagoe? Have we had the ſtock of good marriage now 
20. yeercs, and come far ſhorter in the Tribute of praiſe, 
thanks,and fruit, then when we firſt entred? There be 4.ages 
of each marriage,through the ſin of the marryed,the tirtt gol- 
de,the next filver,the third brafle,the laſt yron!Atfaſt couples 
begin with precious affeios toGod,to each other,joinmuch 
m duty, cleave cloſcly each to other, mutually excite each 0+ 
ther tozeale & good works, and pay their vowes: well then, 
nexily Geds part weakens and Jecayes, and they hold mw» 
tuall martiage-love hardly. Then thirdly both Gods part and 
their owne faile too , and they waxe fulſome,and formall in 
both: Bur laſtly , and before they die, the Devill will faile of 
his will but he will make them both, looſe , carnall,profane 
and ſcan1alous! conſider this! how many Marriages of great 
hope and folemnity, have by theſe Declentions proved 
ſtarke naught at laſt, when indeed they ſhould have proved 
beſt, and by degrees come to perteRion.Ler it bee a ſad Item 
toſuch as enter well;to beware, lcft they traſt too'much to 
their owne wiſedome anJ ſtrength , winch willlay themin 
the durt,ere they be aware. 

Againe, how little do wee condole the unhappines of 


miſmatcht couples? Yea even Chriſtians, better then our DN hs 
{clves? Ratherreadie to difdayne and fcorne them,then to unhappines of 


condole and pity them? As thoſe two Aaron and diriam, ethers. 


fell a cavilling at Adoſes for his «/Ethiopain wite? Why? Had 
he not ſorrow enough beforc? Was this to mourne with him, 
orrather to ade more burden therto? Was 1t not from God? 
And were they to quarrel at 1t? Even fo it faxeth with many. 
That which ſhould provok tedernefle,love,fellow-feeling & 
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compailion in men rather cauſath diſdaine, indignation , 
alienating and eſtrangement of heart,& deſerting + -»—uoab, 
ſniptWhy 1 pray ? Do they ſtoop under their burden ſo deep- 
ly , that they are oft aſhamed to complaine, and doſt thou 
trample upon them? Doft thou judge them afflifted of God; 
and humled for ſin? Knowing thy wiſcdome and choice 
was no whit better? Thy fuccefle only was happier in pro» 
vidence? No: but asSthy ſelfe in the like afflition wouldit be 
handled,ſo deale thou! Bear their burden,aflociate their per- 
{ons,uſe all meanes to reeoncile their ſpirits, to compound 
their differences, to reduce themto mediocrity and indiffe- 
rency of aff. tiens | many Cconples had prooved happier , if 
even ſuch as were neerelt them had not rather made then 
objeds of abhorring , then of compaſſion! A great ſin! and 
meane to aggravate, yea exaſperate thoſe ſeedes of evill, 
which diſproport:on at the firſt was ike to kindle too much ! 
Pray,pray rather for mercie,and (trength to guide,and carry 
them through! For how hardly couldlt thou digeſt thoſe mor- 
{cells once, which mult bee their daily diet? Wilt thou eate 
thy ſweet bits alone, and fo little with them to ſuch as want 
tkem wholy!Once a man enjoying ſweet marriage, thought 
{eriouſly of another friend, that never married:aviling himiclf 
as baſe in re{pet of him that ſeemed to be above the need 
of that which himfelfe could neither well want, nor thank- 
fully improove ! How much mere thouldft thou then pray 
for ſuch as would faine enjoy, that which no creature can 
belp them withall? 

Morcover, it, not our worth, but rather our weaknes hath 
mooved the Lord to ſhew us this mercy , how doth the ſenſe 
of our weaknes hamble us? Hovr do we efteeme of the grace 
of God , in ſuch, as although but ill married, yet do walke 
more wiſely ,under that crofle, and do grew daily,more hum- 
ble and wary , and purge out much drofſe out of themſelves 
which perhaps the bleflings of God purge not out of us, but 
rather make us fleep ſecurely in the love of them ? As pride, 
hipocric,ſelflove and ſenſuality? what if we whoſe portion 
is better,do yet make a {lighter matter of it,and turne it into 
wantonnes ? How juft wereit with God, to bereave us of 
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our {weet companions, leaving us to paſſe the reſt of our 


dajes, Cither in ſolitarinefle with ſnares ( ſothat we ſhould 
bring our gray heads to the graves with dithohor, ( as many 
have done ) or in marriage more fad and forrewfull the lat- 
ter part of onr life, then ever it was comfortable in the for- 
mer part thereof ? Could we well brooke ſuch ſawce, and 
ſower hearbs? yet fit tor ſuch as have eaten our foriner 
dainties with ſuch unthankfulnefſe ? verily , the expe- 
rience I have had of ſecond or third matches which have 
betided ſome husbands have made mee to thinke of ovr 


Saviours words to Peter, when thou wert young , thon {.!: 


girded(t thy ſelfe, and went at thy pleaſure : But when thou 
art old, another ſhall bind thee and lead thee whither thou 
wouldeft not | Snrely when thou art old its ill ending , ie 
were better beginning with it in thy youth, if God would ! 
Yet ſoit is, many have beene faine to hang up the harpes of 
their youth , upon the willowes of fad marriage in old age, 
and fing, this new hife requires other manners , other 
abearing : before, I was Carried upon Eagles wings, now I 
muſt ſhift for my tclfe : my battels were once wont to bee 
fouzht to my hand , but now, I mult knowe warre, and 
fight my own. Now 1 am tried indeed, what 1s in my heart, 
what patience , what felfe-denjall is in it , yea my beſt wits 
to pleaſe, to conceale what I cannot amend, and all tov lit- 
tle 1! Doe you wonder? Who thould have told you, that a 
good Wife was worth the thanks while you had her? Or 
that ſhe was any better jewell, then you thought you defer- 
ved,till ſhe was taken away ? If nothing, but wanting can 
convince your folly , why ſhould not medicine cure your 
maladie. 

To end this former branch. If your ſelves have fped well 
in a bufineſle of ſuck haſard , why doe younot guide others 
by your experience to make a good choice ? you will fay , 
marriage makings are thanklefle offices ! I grant it, that if 
all I have premifed be true, Ithinke ſome may con them 
fmall thanke, who have holpen them to their marriages : But; 
a$ hard as the werld goes , and although all hopes muſt reſt 
upon proofe , yet by yaur leave, ſome may give a ſhrewder 
puefle 
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guefſe then ethers, and ſay more touching aptneſle or unapt- 
neſſe : howſoever,] ſay to you as thoſe Lepers,having ſtore 
themſelves avith vitualls and booty : wee doe not w 
to ſuffer our brethren to ſtarve ! And although the beſt 
care may miſcarry : yet the care is in no fault, but ra- 
ther much worlſe it mult bee, where Counſellors arc wan« 
ting. 
Secondly, I ay to all ſuch good conples , be wiſe : live, 
love, and leave. What hath a man of all his fore labours,un- 
der the Sunne ? or what profits it, to ſpend our life in need- 
lefle tsile and vexation ? Live firſt, in the joifull improove- 
ment of all thote graces and bleſſings, where with God kath 
endowed you. Take and mutually poſſeſſe each others ver- 
tues ; grow by the helpe of others more inward, holy, uſe- 
full in the communion of Saints. Let your ſtreames tlow to 
others,enjoy not all to your ſclves. Love ſecondly : endeere 
our heartS in each other mutually ; Suffer not Satan to come 
etweene barke and tree, and through a ſatiety of Bleflings, 
to turne all to wearineſſe and fulſomeneſle » to grow eſtran- 
ged in mu affections : yea, ready to take pritches at each 
other,forgetting Gods love to you beth : If ſome had thoſe 
advantages we have (ſhould you fay,of conſent and peace) 
oh 1 what a cloſe walking with God would it produce, 
without ſeparation, whereas we vaniſh ? how would they 
ſettle religion, and government of family, which they 
would and cannot, wee might, and will not ? Leave laſtly, 
each other, willingly and contentedly, .when God ſhall 
determine your ſhort pilgrimage ; which will ſo much the 
eaſier be, if you have lived and lpved before | the parting 
will be bitter however : yet much worſe, ifall be to bee 
done at death ; Sweeter will the parting be; npon expert- 
ence of former marriage improovements ; then upon guilt 
of remedilcfſe errors | But I ſay, the time is ſhort , uſe the 
world, as if you uſed it not, buy as if you bought not, marry 
aSif you married not ; doe all moderately : knocke off be- 
fore , unlooſcinſeaſon ; There hath beene a time of cm- 
bracing, there muſt come another far fromit. By that rejoi- 


Cing you have had 16 Chriſt, die daily; and tell cach it other 
in 
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in your beſt rejoicing : I bid you not doas heathens, feta 
ſcul before you on your marriag day : with a Motto: What 
have bin, thou art: and, what I am thou ſhalt be ! But know, 
marriage happines is but the ifberty of a priſon. Squee?z 1t not 
too hard , leſt you force blood : ufc it flightly and it will 
comfort you. Say not i's good being here,build not Taberna- 
cles, Matth.17.4. Let not death knocke unawares;Its pity, 
23 man ſhould be in love with ſhells on the ſhore, as to for- 
get the ſhip, and be {wept away:or love the husband here , 
forgetting Chrilt : a carnall relation, renonuncing aii 
cternall 1 
This point alſo, (to cenclude all)is inftruftien,to ſhadow Ve? 
out the priviledge of them who are united to Chrilt by the - 
marriage of faith and the ſpirit. Itsa myltery,as Paw calles Ls 
it. And,as ſometimes he teaches married perſons their duties _ mY 
by the mutuall union of Chriſt and the Church : ſoalſo, ano- —_ w 1 
; popes : ES piritua 
ther while he deſcribes the true union and Amity of Chrilt ,,.5 Lf Chri 
and the ſpouſe,by the ſamenes of fleſh, which marriage Cau- and the 
{eth betweene husband and wife. A word or two of both ; Church, 
and firſt how Chriſt and his ſpouſe mect. For, looke how I. 
Fliezer was a ſpokeſman between 1/aac and Rebecca , to I their mees 
draw her into a marriage knot with him : andas he carryed © 83,2nd 
the Bracclcts and tokens ſent in //aac's name;to allure her to 2056 
him:alſo declared the abundant wealth of Asraham,in cattel, 
gold and jewells,all to beſtow upon his onely fon 1/aac:that 
ſo the richneſle and content tulnefle of the match might per=- 
ſwade Rebecca: So doth the Lord by his ſpokeſmen the Mel- 
ſengers,reveale to hisChurch by his {pirit, all his wealth and 
Treaſures of wifedome and knowledge: all put into the flefla 
of the Lerd Ictus , and tells her 1. Cor.1. all the goods which 
he hath g1ve us in him:that he may therby ſurpriſe her heart, 
and gaine her to be his; he ſets out his ſon from head to foote 
in all amiablenefle of perſon and graces, that his eyes and 
looks might wound her,and ſtcale her heart away from traſh 
and toics of the world. - 
It is he who not only ſo, but where as he found herunapt And hay 
ſt or himſelf,an Amorite , an Hittitezin her blood, a baſe Cap- 
x1ve;he (haves off her hayre,pares her uailes, waſhes her, and 
Tt makes 
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makes her cleane : he beſtowes her dowry upon her, (not 

as-men upon their wyves ) for they looke for it from them, 

thinking them little without it : he diſcovers the miſerable, 

deſolate, and forlorne life of her wofull vriginity,wherin as 

an orphan,ſhe Jay open to all enemyes,all wrongsand inju- 

ries: convinces her , that ker ſupport and welfare is meerly 

from himſclfe : Nay tells her that ſhee was engaged before 

to a moſt curſed husband, who would have undone her : he 

undertakes to ſtab him, and to make her way cleer, for the 

marriage of himſelfe , the old contrad being diſſolved : He 

becomes an earnelt {uiter,an hot lover ef hers,and refuſcs no 

patience,to winne her : cven till his locks be full ofthe dew 

of the night : All to make her his owne, his only one : that 

having renounced ( not only baſe qualities,bat ) her own fa-. 

thers honſe,her {clte,her name,and all her owne happineſle, 

he may be happy in her, and thein him alone, ( for he can 

endure no Corry vall ). and fo be married without any feare 
of ever being divorced. He cauſcsher heart,by thisAttracive,, 

and theſe cords of a man , to reſolve upon the match : Shee 

then enclines to him,thee can ſay neither more norlefſe {ave 

that it is from the Lord ; ſhe begins to chide herfelfe for her 

{o long ignorance of his worth, unacquaintance with his 
excellencies : little enquiring after ſuch a perſon : now he 

needs no arguments, for ſhee cannot pardon her ſelfe, that 

ſhe knew him no ſooner,ſhe calts off all her colorsand covers 

of ſhame, .and re{ignes up her ſelfe fully , frecly and for ever 

; to be his:abhorring her ſelfe, and wondring that ſuch a per- 

Their mutual fon can love ſncha ſorry ſpouſe, the compts all others as 
Converſc, dung, they all{tinke unto her in compariſon of him alone: 
and therfore conſents to his motion , belceving ſhee ſhall 
find no otker of him, then ſhe hath apprehended himto bee. 
This touching the meeting. 
And upon this her cnins Chrift and his ſponſe live and 
love together: for Chrilt takes her to himſelfe, from that day 
forward , even home to himſelfe , and ſhewes her his dwel- 
ling,making her glad in the tents of her mother, as //aac did 
Rebecca in Sara's tent: he marries her te himſelfe inrigh- 
tcouſnes, compaſlion , faythfulnes and love; he puts a _ 
7 he Ek, about 
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about her}, and a ring upon her hand, atyre upon ker head, 
ſhooes upon her feet: furniſhes her with al his treaſure :killes 
tac fat calfe, makes her a roiall feaſt, of all fat things , of refi- 
ned wines; even his Sacraments: he endowes her with all he 
hath,takes her both for better, to rejoice in her graces : and 
for the worlſer to cover all her infirmities, to make a great 
praiſe of her pooreſt vertnes , judging her by them, and not 
the other:nndertaks for all her debts: none may ſue her,but in 
kis name, who anſwers all ſutes & quarels: gives her himſelf, 
his heart and love,and all which is meet for her for need and 
comfort,for this life and a better, for why ? She is his Heph- 
ziba,zand Bexlah: In all her ſicknefles, he aſſiſts and ſtands by 
her,heis afflicted,in all her affii&ions, & his right band ſaves, 
ſuſtains and redeems her : Charges the daughters that they 
wake her not till ſhe pleaſe, and his love -i6 her banner and 
defence: And let none touch his beloved, for he toucheth the 
Apple of his eye:no wreng ſhereccives of any,but he makes 
it good an hundreth fold,till ſhee be palt all danger. 


And ſutable ( in meaſure ) is the ſpouſes carriage towards What ſhee ig 
Chriſt,(ifſhee bee not degenerate: Shee againe moſt deerly *9 him. 


loves him, ſhee is in all things helpfall to him to his glory, to 
his contents, even aS a wife of his defires : Shee is reverently 
and meekly ſubje&to him,under all his commands, with moſt 
loiallawe , and yet with delight asunder an caſie yoke ; is 
moſt tender of his welfare,yea is glad , and thinkes not her 
{elte too good to waſh the feet of his poorelt ſervants:if her 
goodnefle cannot reach te him,fhe reaches it to his children, 
whom ( in his abſence ) ſhe nouriſhes, ſolaces her ſelfe 
in, beholds him in them, viſits, clothes, and relceves them 
inthcir needs ; thinking them happy who may ſtand as ſar- 
vants in his preſence : ſhee thinkes Ao {elfe more happy in 


him, thenif marricd te the greateſt potentate upon earth; 
The ſpekeſmen whe treated with her about this marriage, 
are pretious in her cyes, yea their feet are beautifull to her, 
for the glad tidings they brought her: Shee compts no labor 
too much, no coſt too deer for him: Even the coſtlicſt oynt- 
ment is. ot food enough for his feet. The reproaches of 


them that up 


aid him, goe into the bowells of her belly, and 
| SY 220 dare 
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dart to her heart : ſhe walkes not only not rebelioufly and 
contumeliouſly , but not uncomely, not ſi1ghtly : But decks 
her ſelfe with all the gifts of the ſpirit, humility , wiſedome 
and ſweet tendernes of ſpirit, yea the ſpirit of grace is in her 
lips, that in all her behavior and converſe ſhee may walke in 
and out gracefully ahd amially in his ſight, in al longſuffring 
and welpleafing : ſhee is faithfull to him in all his ſecrets, 
keeps his counſcl) : Darcs not proſtitute herſelfe to any,not 
only Juſts, but even liberties, or companies which ſhee 
thinkes may bec diltaſtfall to him, yea but ſuſpicious ; The 
tokens he ſends her, as pledges of his favor , are moſt deere 
unto her. She ſecks no priviate welfare of her owne belides 
his: She diſtruſts not his proviſion, but truſts him confidently, 
knowing ſhee ſhall not want : denies her ſelfe for his ſake, 
8: rcjoices that by this, her leyall heart may be tried: Thinkes 
never the worſe of him, becauſe fhe ſuffers for him,but rather 
the more he coſts her,the deerer he 1s to her : No husband of 
other women can ſtaine hers,for hers is above all,the cheet of 
tenthouſand;the faſhions,gariſh & whoriſh attires,paintings 
and ſpangles of harlots come not about her neck,nor wreſt: : 
But ſhee frames her ſelfe to his contents , 1n all chaſtity ſhee 
knowes his voice,but abhorres a ſtrangers: Nothing gteeves 
her, but his abſence: All her longings,deſfires,and.teares,are, 
that ſhe might be with him , where nothing may everdivide 
her from him ! 
 Letit teach usinthe midſt of our marriage contents to 
raiſe np our aff-Rjons to the joy of this ſpirituall union: and 
in the midſt of our diſcontents here, to make ſupply. with the 
happincs of this ! 
Conciefion of And this may ſerve for theſe two generall ufes alſo, be- 
zbe Treatiſe, Jonging to the whole diſcourſe : In a word therfore, to con- 
clude all;If that, which I have at large fayde about Marriage 
duties , feeme te difcourage any weake ones, as if their oile 
and meale could not reach out ſo farre ; they ſhallnever at- 
tayneto this meaſure ; Twill not anſwere them as once & 
Poet anſwerd one that asked him , why hee alway brought 
in women as very vertucus, alway commending them :- but 
another preſented them (on the ſtage)as vitiouss my tra- 
: ducing 
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ducing them : Ohfaith he, I preſent them as I would have 
them, as they ſhould bee : but he brings themin as they are 
commonly. So I might ſay,my diſceurſe doth not preſuppoſe 
eyther all husbagds or wyves as they are, but as they ſhould 
bee. Ayme at it aSa marke : But I will anſwer asa lcarned 
heathen in his Epiſtle to his friend ſpeakes, when he had re- 
ceived a very ſhort letter from him , I have read over thy 
very hort letter very often, and ſooften , that I have made 
it a very long one. So here : My large diſcourſe may diſmay 
ſome for comming ſo ſhort of practice as they dec: Beſeech 
the Lord therfore to behold thy defeAs with a mercitull eye, 
torcad the ſhort lines of thy obedience often over in the 
elaſſe and peripeCive af the Lord Ieſus: and fo, by his large 
interpreting, and much looking upon thine honeſt end: a- 
your,it ſhalbe eſteemed as full and large. God helpe ! Our 

diſcourſes of theſe matters, are far larger , then the practice 
of the moit is : Our ſelves who write and ours,are poore, and 
unſutable to our Rules! Howbeit,not con:rary,uot wiltulyop- 

polite!& where there is but endeavor,Ged will accept. Give 
Lord power todo as thou direReit,and command what thou 
wilt ! Speake and ſpare not upon theſe termes : for thy fer» 

vants,handmayds , (mouring for their deafe cares, and dcad 

herts ) deſire to hearken aud to obey. Looke not at what is 

ours,1ts vile! out at that whichis thine in us, which is pretLt- 

ous! In which happy defire,l conclude the Treatiſe. 


The End of the Treatiſe, 
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tothe treatiſe : Diſcovering the 


juſt vengeanceof God upon all 


- uncleane ones, eſpecially Defilers : 
of. Marriage. < 


Hebr. 13.5. 
But Whooremoneers and Adulterers, 
God will judge. 


> 7 wasno part of my Parpoſe,(good Reader) Predmble re | 

to haveuſed thisrext any further, then as I (he Appendir: 
have already treated upon it. The occaſion ,,, Soren 
of adding this Diſcourſe upon tke latter this Text is? 
part , was the private requelt of a friend to handled, 
utter my minde unto him, and to ſatisfie his 


ſpirit, touching the haynouſnes of uncleannes : whereof he 


ound of my projed : eventhen , purpoſing (ſince God 
 brovght je by that occaſion to hand;);0 annex jt to my mar« 
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riage. Treatiſe: as foreſeeing, not only it would ſatisfy ſome 
to have the equall handling of both members of the Text: 
but that it might not be impertinent, as a ſpurre,to helpe the 
Application of the former treatiſe ; and as a diſſwaſive to as 
many 1n this debauched age , ( who ſhall haply cometo the 
reading of it ) if they bee not imperſwaſible, and hardned in 
the ſinne,to weigh well their Eſtate , and repent : That fo 
God ſpeaking peace to tkem, they may no more return to 
folly.In which hope,I begin. 

The wordes (as you ſee ) are , But whoore-mongers , and 
gaultercrs,God will judge. Which addition, and denunciation 
fitly attends the wordes going before. I have opened the 
words in the beginning : all comes to this efte& ; God will 
bleſlethem that honor marriage,but ſuchas violate and detiie 


God deales Itzby What means ſoever, God will judge them. The courle 
wite his owne may ſecme ſtrange (perhaps) which here Ged takes, ſpea- 


by Iudgments 


Heb.12.ult, 


Nakh.1.3: 


king to his church, ſo to threaten, and, to workerathcr by 
downe right ſtroakes , then by oile and promites of love, to 
allure to Obedience. But even our God, (marke the word : 
he ſayth not the wicked mans revenging God , but even our 
God, )isa conſuming fire. And our God ſees it mcet,even to 
appeare to his owne ſometymes 1n this kieu, and in bloody 
colors when their ſpirits grow baſe , and ſenſuall: as this fin 
of Vncleannes of all other , infatuates the ſpirit moſt, and 
makes it inſenſible of commands,except the Lord ſhould take 
up weapons, and flaſh hell fire in mens faces. That ſtupor of 
ſpirit wherewith David was led a whole yeere together, 
after he had committed this fin, notwithſtanding it were ac- 
companied with ſuch killing circumftances, as to makea 
man drunk', and to murther him , becaufe he wonld not co- 
ver the ſin: theſe might.alone have wonnded him to death, if 
the ſinfull ſweetnes of it, had not bewitcht him ſo deeply: 
and the like we ſee in Sampſon with Delila ; and we know 
how terribly God threakens both and purſues them. £14 
himſclfe , if ſtoute, muſt have thunders and lightnings: Jon 
muſt have a tempeſt mingling heaven and ſea in one , and 


the jawes of a whale to gape for him, ob mult have _ 


tings by Leviathan and Behemoth: and Nahums and Habba ” 
| muſk 
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muſt preſent God to the hard hearted Tews,in jealous wrath, % 
fierce rending therockes : in ſucha voice as makes the lips q4 (bac.z.19. 
to quiver,the bones to be blaſted with rottennes; and all too Mica. 7.ul. 
little : who is a Cod, like to out God, ( faith Mica ſweetly 
who paſſeth by the ſins of his remnant ? Burifall ſhould ute 
ſuch pleafing wordes , curſed fleſh would ſay , That God is 
like themſclves. There is uſe of ſweetnes, when the heart 1s 
wounded with {in and flayted with feares ; But rare 1s the 
man who is alway fitte to teed upon luch honey without 
ſurfet.Too propenſe is,not onely a baſe heart of tae godiefle, The 994! 
but the baſcr part of a Godly heart to turne grace unto Waite have a fliv.(h 
tonnes. There is a ſlave within us which mult have a whip, parc in them 
although the free borne be drawne by love. Each muſt have 3*4 2b ce. 
her dic:: the one, Jeft ar grow to0 1aPke of Preſumprtion,the 
other leſt it be overwhelnd with Deſpaire. The Apoſtle 
Paxl mixes threats and promiſcs, to the choifclt whom he 
Writes unto. 1 or this Cauſe , comes the wrath of God upo:1 
the crtuldion of difol cdittice? Be not deceaved, No whore. i.Cor 6.10 11 
mongers, Adultcics, &c. hall inherit the Kinodome of hea- 
vel: Ardſachwere ye! why addes he this? To (hcw us x -h.5.6. 
tha cven Gods pcople bad need robe purin minde, what = 
thcy were, W: a: they have ftilla diſpoſition to, to keepe 
the mtherl y in Joe awe. So azaineglct no man defrande his | Theft 4.6 
brother, tor the Lordis the Avenger of all ſuch. Many other I 
ſuch places there are. Allto ſhew us,that God mult ſumerime 
whip us to duty,and gaſter us from cvill, atwell as entife and 
draw usSto or CS ſo he wi geth tliefe Hebrews 
to Chaſtity, ſaying, Whorcmongers anil Adulterers God 
will judge. 
The fin of adulterje then is hence concluded to bee a great , , 
; = gyttery & 
one. But here, ſome may ot ject that Charge of God to Heſea ,,.... no) 
the Prophet : bidding him to take to himiclte a fornicatielle ett. 
to wife, and ſo defile himiclie by getting chiliren by her. 
But I anſwer egir was onely done 1 viſion, and in procelta= 4,4, 
tion before the 1ſraclits. It was onely typicall and paraboli- 
call:neither agrecing to the Lord who Charged, nor the Pro- 
'phet who obeied:By the Prophets afluming to himlcltc ſuch 
a perſon, in Geds ſeed, he would teachthe lewes how wotul 
Vv | adulcery 
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dultery they were guilty of,in ferſaking God for Idolls. The 
libertze taken by the Patriarkes in the m_ of many wives 
and concubines, was fora time, in the firſt furniſhing of the 
Church with poſterity. Elſe, from the beginning(as Aalach, 
2. ſpeakes )it was not ſo. Nay this Cemmand againtt pollu- 
tion , hath herein a peculiar reſtraint from ſome other : that 
wheras in ſome caſcs, it was Jawfull to take the goods of 
Egyptians from them by difpenſation;in this no ſuch is gran- 
red,it being inno cafe or relpe&t lawiull to Commit nnclean- 
nes,no more then murther. 

And welſee this point verified 1n Scripture at large.Reade 
theſc places, Lerir.20.10,Denter.22,22.for temporal plagues 
and for eternall to all forts of impnre ones, Rom.1 29.32, 
1.Cor.6.9,10. Galat.5.19,20. 1.7 i.1.9,10. yea the greateſt 
delinqueuts in theſe kindes , even Kings and great perſons, 
are not ſpared , asappearcs 2.Sam.12.7. Matth.14.4. yea 
even ſuch as have attempted it 1gnorantly, as Ab:melec, Gen. 
20.3.yea Pricefis 1.5a1m.2.22,23. all ſorts, Namb.25.1. [crem. 
5.7-/udg.20.4.The which Fave their ſeveral judgments there 
amplyed. And more of the read,as of the old world,Gen.6.1.2. 
the Sodomites, Ger. 19.The fin of ſelf polIation( which Iwiſh 
May be obſerved well) that of Er and Onan, Gen.z 8.9. She- 
e'mm,Gen.34.25.All ſummed up by theApoſtle, Co/.1.Mortify 
your carthly members, fornication , uncleannes, effteminate- 
neſſc,unn1aturall luſt : for which the wrath of God commeth 
upondiſobedient men. 

The point to be treated of, 1s, That God would have all 
forts of uncleannes fo layd open in their colours, that there 
might appeare as they all are,odious and terrible ! But, what 
odious colors are here ? T anſwer, Here is one terrible one, 
which imports all the reſt. That which God himfelfe will in 
perſon appeare againlt , and fit upon the judgment ſeate to 
enquire of, that muſt be a terrible crime ; But God himſelf, 
(not his Depuries only, for all men are Iyars) willin perſon 
ſit to jadge 1t.Kings (we know)and Princes, come not ordj- 
narily to the Starre chamber or to the KingsBench in perſon, 
for ſlight crimes, bm remarkable and notorious. When King © 
Henry the 8.to pleaſe that bloody Tyger Gardiner, camein 
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perſon to fit upon that holy man and meeke !lambe of Iecſus 
Chriſt, /obn» Lambert, how terrible was his appearance, and 
how frowning a brow caſt he upon that innocent Martyr? 
What then is the brow of that God , that mult fit upon King 
Henry himſclfe ? Only the difference is, Princes —_ along 
and deep inquiition of matters,eitherreally, or for ſhew, ta 
boult out the truth ; But, the Lord proceeds ex officio mere , 
he needs no Informers,no Evidence, but is witncile, Accus 
{er, 12dge and all in one, becaule he knowes ail without en» 
quiry. A ſhort count thall he make upon the earth;how much 
more upen this or that man,and his crimes? By name he will Mal.z.s. 
bee a ſwift witneſle againſt the Adulterer, as Malzcr lpeals; 

And where the delinquent is his owne Acculſer, What need 

long procefle of law? Suchis the conſcience of cach ſinner, 

and of this by name ! The Iudge then , comming in perſon 
making a fwift worke of it , and having the ſinner himſelfe 

arraigned by his owne conſcience , mult-needs ſet a terrivle 

tace upon the ſin of uncleannes. 

Ere 1 go any further,fince I wrap all uncleannes up in one Digre lion, 
bandle of wrath, I foreſee that in this looſe and laſcivious {h:wing thae 
age, many Will taxe mee for ſpeaking ſo indiſtinRlic of all PMe2798 18 
forts in this kind, fornicators and adulterers; for the former Nr OY 
of theſe had at the writing of this text, have (till, and will 
have their patrones, not Papilts only, but Proteſtants, to a» 
leniate and qualifie them as lefle finners , if not to bolſter 
themas none. And turelie,in vaine do I urge Gods judgments 
upon that which is no ſin:therefore obſerve; firſt for heathens, 
who ( as Hieromfaicth ) only condemned adultery, ſuffcing 
youthes and maydes to defile themſelves without reſtraint,as 
if not will, but worth made the fin, I fay with him, Chrilts 
law is one,and Cefars another. Alas, that weake Relique of 
light which was in Heathens, was ſoone overſhadowed : as 
It cauſed the Apoſtles to forbid the converted Gentiles, the **'# 
ſin of fornication, and Idolls,as equally promiſcuous amon 
them. - Their very Lawgivers permutted it as lawtfull , _ 
therfore St. Petey ſaith, That they wondred at the Chriſtians, 
that they ran not. with them into he fame contuſion of un- 
cleannes. And no wonderif Pagans thought thus, when 
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Pavitſts only write this. For, not to Ceake of their moſt 
uncleane Caſuiſts who by their baſe parciculiriſing of the 
Circu ntances of flthiaes,noiſonz to all cnt eares, 4o thaw 
theinſelves what tribe they are of ) one of chem exyreſſ:ly 
writes thus: He .s no heretique, that ſaith, Fornicacion is no 
mortall ſin, becauſe there it no Text of Scrip. that faith fo, 
No is ? What meanes that then of Paw! , Coloſſ.3.5. are nat 
the wordes plaine, thit wrath comes 129.2 men for this? 
Other Papiſts ad ie, That light of Nacure conlemnes it no;; 
and indeed,in ſuch 4s them{elves who oy ca to:ne have lathe 
out their eyeits trucbut not ele? Ani ctheir Canoailts write 
kkewiſe. 

But let theſe maſters of miſrule go : let us atten4 what the 
God of Order ſpeakes in his word , of which parrly I have 
fpoken in the provfe of the doXrine:adde therio that Newt. 
x7-18. 1 Cor.6.18. Dountlefle they who drive out the ſvirit 
ou: of theic fouics and dodies, 'in mortally. So do they who 
ſhall burne in the like of orun to 16. Revel. 21.8. The Fathers 

Homil.22. in are all 0' this min-4c. Chry/oſtome, lo oft as thou haſt playd the 
2.ad Corinth. fornjeator, thou halt damned thy ſclfe. He alſo tells us the 
law of Nature , aid conſcience doth evince 1t; we need not 

be taught what evi;l, incontinencie is and fornication ; for 

H-mil.12.24 we know it from the beginning , 1 doe not much delireto 
popul. Antioch jyade my reader with quotations fave in cafes corroverli!l, 
to put all ot of doubt. And tne faine Father, Lo (faith h-) 

In 1.ad C-rin. Paul faith not Abſteine from fornication , bur fly from it. 
komil 1.18, Another of the Fathers makes a Beadroll of the Reprouches 
of fornicators, A fornicator 1s a hl-hy 1gnoininious ſlave of 

finjin whom the Devill doth knead 1a and imprint bis loarh- 

ſomnes :-He is to be c{chewed 11 the houſe, to be abhorred in 

d___— meetings, he is the rep: oach of ſuch as coine accre him;the 
-—2ceirugy opprobiy of his enemies ,the ſhame of kindred , the Execra- 
; tion of Neighbors,the ſorrow of parents, &c. If he off-r to 
marry,al rej<& him.So 1t was the,but now i1$ne matter,ſo he 

Tertullde have land or mony. So another, whoredoine and fornication, 
pudicitcap-1 are NOt counted among commaen fins. And Cyprian,T hat for- 
| " nieation,is a greatſin,Paxlih:wes ro the Corinth. He names 
that Text , Allother fin js out of the pody. To conclude 
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Gregory(a Pope him(clfe Yfingle perſons mult be warned,that 
' they mixe notthemſclves with harlots, Endlefſe it were to 
mention the reſt. 
And is there not great reaſon? How wofvll a miſcheefe Reaſon why, 
dothit reach'to? Forthe baſtards begot by ſuch vagrant 
luſt,are wholly negle&ed,in po of Education, wanting the 
care of a faiher,and the cohabitation of parents, and lo both 
an accurſed poſterity is begotten, and beggery encreaſed. 
V-grant luſt being jultly plagued with a vagabond poſterity. 
But the maine rcaton is taken from anather ground. Truc it 
js that the fornicator fins againlt his awne bodie, the baitard 
ke begets (an innocent patient , neccflarily miſerable ) the 
Commonwealth and ſociety ; all bands of aonelty: but cſpe- 
cially he firs agai:(t that everlaſting decree of the 7.com- 
3 mande of a molt holy and pure God. And ſo much by the 
way for this point. 
Bu: (1t wilbe ſaid)how may this wrath and Iuſtice of God Queſt. 


3 again'{t theſe whorcmongers appeare? Anſwer. By a part1- <A (wer, 
E cular induction of thoſe puniſh.nen:ts which he hath inflicted 
[- upon all uncleane ones? Wiuchby and by I thall numver ap: 


but in the meane tyme, let mee not forget to preiniſe ſorne 
Reaſons, why the Lo d ({trives to pur {»5-0410us an outlide 
npon ths fin of uncleannes; ind thefereatons,l deiie may de 
mar«ed for the whetting up of the Readers edge , upon the 
mat:er enſuing. I wile ſho:t ina!l, remembrinz that I am 
now onely adding a little to th: former Arguinen-. 1 ir4t chen 
this fin is a very neer,naturall, and familiar corruption,to our 
nature, and as much nouriſht and Cheritht as avy one, atrue __ as a 
Kuben, tte edt child of old Adams (trength , bearing name ,,.;., 1 OS, 
of che Mocier, whichis called in generall luft or concupil- rayon, 
ccnce.Heathens elteeme thole vertues which Carry the nain= 

of the kind,*'o be eminent ones: 5 fortitude becauſe its cilled 

veriue, its to be fuppolſed to be Eminent, and to have mAlt of 

the kind of good in 1-.So hath uncleannes the name,and molt 

of the kuid, becauſe its called luſt eminently. The Mother and 

Daughter are bawdes mu.ually to each other. Now then, 

the Lord ſeeing how hardly thoſe evills are ſhamed , and ab- 
horred, which lye fo neer our heart , and are fo foinented by 
Vv3 the 
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the influence of contivuall corruption as the treame by her 
ſpring : ſeeing that this finne is bred, and fleepes in our bo- 
ſome, as our ſonne : doth ſo much the more ſet himfelfe to 
deface,and make it odious. As a father, beholding ſome more 
naturall evill, lurking in the ſpiric of his childe , pride, 
drunkennefle , doth all hee can, tounmaske jt, to diſcover 
that blindtolding ſetflove which maintained it , and doth all 
hee can to bring it out of conceit with him, and make him 
loath 1*. 

Secondly,men are marveiloufly given, (although they do 
ſee and grant it to be evill) yet to blanch it over,and make it 
as none, or Very finall; by their lighting, and extenuating of 
it. So mich the more doth the Lord ſtrive topoint it out m 
lively colours,and to aggravate it. The heathens(fuch as all 
were,to whom Paxldirefts his Epiltles)had,by ill cuſtome fo 
far daſht out that dimme twilight of conſcence left in them, 
that they deemed this tin,among others,a meere natura}l,ne- 
ceflary appetite,and (ina manner ) made as common of it,as 
of eating and drinking : In ſo much, that in that Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, Paw hath much adoe to perſwade themto 
lee any ſhame init. Nay, (that they might adde drunken- 
neſſero thirſt ) lo, they Tegan to make the more bold with 
God in this kinde,under pretended priviledge by the Goſpell, 
as if Chiiſt had come to preclaime liberty to all petty finnes, 
for oppoſition to which unſivory baſenefſe, the Apoſtle is 
faine to alledge the wrath of God againſt it,even upon them 
who were his peculiar people the Tewes. The more wee 
flight ſinne, the more 1s God faine to caſt us intecth,and up- 
braid us with 1t. 

Thirdly , although we ſhould come fo farre , as in words 
to confefle it a ſinne, yet the ſenſuality of our ſpirit, and the 
tickling pleaſure of the fleſh ( being as the belly which hath 
no cares) inflaming and bolſtring up it ſelfe by the lewd ge- 
nerall praQtice of baſe times, and the baites and objeRs of 
uncleannefle in every corner, ſpred as ſnares by Satan : is 

very-propenſeis very aptto forget that face thereof, wtuch 
in the glafſe of a royall law and theterror thereof, were pre» 
ſented untous : Our carnall affeAions (1 fay:) are fo apt 
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to take fire ( as dry gunpowder ) and to flaſh up, that they 
doe bribe our judgements dangerouſly, from a convinced 
perſwafion of the leathſomneſle of it. And the divell 1s ne- 
ver farre off: but preſents this butter in ſo Lordly a diſh,that 
the ſoule ſpies not the hammer and najle in his hand, till 
hee have driven it into the temples. Who ſhould have per- 
{waded David, or Sam:ſon,that thole arable objefts and de- 
lights of their cies, were ſo bainefull and odious, as they 
tcund them ? Saint Ze tells us, that thoſe Idoll teachers, Jule. 10; 
were ſo defled with the fleſh, that they bace downe their 
conſcience 1n that which they knew to bee evill: and hke 
ſenſuall bruite beaſts, powred out themſelves to their luſt with 
greedinefſe. Such a charming Syren there is inthe ſoule, b 
this finne , Julling it a ſleepe as upon Dalilas knees, le 
nt {ſhould admit a thorough cenvincement thereof. The 
dead fleſh then of this ſoare being ſo great , the corraſive 
had need bee ſmarty which ſhould eate it ont. 
 Fourthly, no fanne 1s fo ready to hide it ſelfe under cloakes Rea. 4. 
and exculcs ; as this : none fo fruittull in deviſing ſhifts and Avult©y 15 ver 
tricks that it might not bee diſcovered; or evaſions that it ') fl © 7. 
mght not be pumthed. Whether xwelooke at thetricks and goa T_ 
inventions, which the committers themſelves deviſe to c0- ,, (elf; anger- 
ver it; yea the many deſperate waies which they have to 
cloake it from theſ1ght of men ; ur,whether we looke at the 
covers which the divell hath fitted for theſe cups;how many 
wates of commuting,how mary wayes of recrimination,and 
turming the crime upon the accuſers , {o that they are more 
frarled then the acenſed (for vice is manifold , vertue is 
ſimple ) how many waies of overthrowing witnefles , for 
lacke of narrow teſtimony? how many commutings,diſpen- 
fings,and pardomngs of this ſin(a very mocking of God,and 
adding vile to the Aame? )-Look into the nature. of the fin 
it ſelfe, itsa worke of darkenefle, and therefore as deepe 
as hell in the deviſing of waics to conceale it ſelte. Sleidan 
hath a ſtory of an adulterons Dake in Germany, who falling 
in love with hjs Dutchefles handmaide , and thereof had in 
dcope jealouſy by his wite , deviſed a courſe politiquely te 
| Inbarque kimfelto. more deeply into his uncleannefle, and 
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to elude his wives ſuſpicion, He ſent the hatlot to a Caſtle, 
(as if hee meant to caſt ker quite off, appointing a ſtrait 
watch ( as he ga ve it forth ) that ſhe might not be thought 
toeſcape, and after ſome time cauſed a report to be given 
forth in the Counti7 that ſhe was deadly ſicke ( whether 
of diſcontent, or other diſcaſe : ) after this had a while poſ- 
ſefled his Dutcheſle, he cauſed it thortly after to be reported, 
that ſhee was dead : and left that eight be ſuſpeRed, hee 
tooke a ſolemne courſe for her enterrement ; he hired wo- 
men for the nance to condut the corpes, appointed an 
Image ( ſuch was the manner of the Luriall ) ro bee laid 
above the herſe, openly te be ſeene, wh'ch ſhould reſemble 
to the cies of the beholders, the pale and conſumed face of 
his lemman, as (hee looked vecing dead : allo witneflcs hee 
ſuborned fuch as had tended her, to frveare it, a ſolemne tu- 
nerall and a ſermon, with a large dolz to the poore; all 
framed to give demonſtration and afſurance to the world, 
and his Durchefle, of her death, thi: face might no more be 
looked 3zfter. But ſtill the harlot lived, proſpered in health, 
ftzll the Duke ( pretending other j. ucnes ) haunted her 
company , byrnmin- in his Juit ouct ihe morc.; who fees not 
uccleannefle to bee as ingenious as the Poct deſcribes the 
Parrat when ſheis hungry, or as the belly , which he callcs 
a Maſtcr of Arts ? Thetetore I lay, the Lord deales accor- 
dingly withit ; That which we commit inſecret , the Lord 
w.ll revenge in«he open view of the world, and revcalcin 
the tops of houſes ( as at the laſt this Dukes Viilany : ) And 
by how much this finne cſcapes the jadgement of man, the 
more cunningly , and ſmoothly, by fo much, God fers him- 
{lfe ro mecte with it, the more terrible , That fo his mc» 
thod might make it the more hated ; for his colours are 
in graine , layd inoile, and w1ll foone waſh out our falſe 
aint, 
, Fifthly, that either by this diſcovery the Lord might teach 
his people, the prevention of this tinne, before hand, rathcr 
then they thould Icarne repentance too Jate j having be- 
fore ile themſelves ( and this he cheefly intends ) or 
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concluſions with him, their mouthes may bee ſtopt , and 
chemſclves pur to filence,, either from ability to excuſe the 
fault , or decline the puniſhment. They cannot then pre- 
cend , that they were the bolder to commit it, becauſe they 
chought it flight. They cannot ( with any forchead ) depre- 
cate the puniſhment of that , which is ſo confefſedly 0- 
dious. | 
Sixthly , that thoſe men, who are prone to live by ſenſe 
in a courſe of ſenſuality ; might have aſwell reall and ſenfi- 
ble pulbacks from this ſinne, ( by Gods m_—_ and 0p- 
poſing it,) as by the beholding the examples of looſe and 
difſolute offendors, to be tickled, and as it were to tand on 
thornes , till they be like then;, The Lord tries us with ths 
bitter ſweet , that is whether his bitter or the worlds ſweet 
be chiefe withus : if not, yet we ſhall not have all our 
will, nor all the (weet of our luſt , but with it we ſhall have 
ſome ſting and pricke in our fleſh, to make vs fit uneaſie np- 
on our cuſhion, eſpecially in this woefull world , degene- 
rated to alllicentiouſneſle, as in other ſinnes, ſo inthisfof 
uncleanefſe ; which fo overfloweth the bankes of coun- 
treys and townes in this declining age, that if examples may 
prevale, there ſhall not want enough to corrupt the bodies, 
and dehle the mannars of the moſt. Tut it is, that ſuch as de- 
file the ordinances with the ſcurfe of their owne inventi- 
ons, ſhould be given over with Papiſts, to the pollution f 
their bodies by all kinds of luſt; the outward uncleannefle 
Ng beene alway a brand of the ſpirituall. So much for 
reaſons. | 


Reaf. 6. 
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Now, Ereturne wherel left, to make fuller anſwer to that Go1s judge. 
ram©, how it may appearethat God is ſuch a Iudge of this mens againtt 
inne ? I ſay therefore, if wee ſhall conſider theſe paſſages ': 
following, it may. Firlt if wee ſhall conſider that the Locd Branch 1, 


hath not ſpared to ſet his owne deereſt people on the ſtage 
for this ſin of uncleannefle, Its ſad that oleph ( Maries hu- 
band ) wasa juſt man, and was loth ta detame her openly, 


Mart. 1.19. 
Gods deereſt 


when he perceived herto be with child, but meant privily to (crvanes nor 
rid his hand of ber. But the Lord is not as man, he is a jult ©x<mpc from 
and jealous God, not ſparing to exemplifie and traduce his ”* Se all 
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beſt ſervants, that their blurre and'penalty- —__ ſcare all 
from venturing, A juſt King- will begin with ſome ſervant 
or favorite of kis owne ,: by making him the ſpe&acle of his 
ſeverity ; whey he would have all his ſfubjeAs, put it out of 
queſtion , that if they tranſgrefſe in thelike, they ſhall not go 
iltlefſe. And, if this bee done in the greenetree, if the fire 
4 eaſily kindle upon that , what ſhalbe done in the dry? 1F 
the very —_—_— be not free from being ſtigmatiques in 
the court of this juſtice , what ſhall become of the ungodl 
and wicked? And, if Indgment begin at the houſe of God, 
2.Fet4-13, hat ſhall be done withthereft, the ſtubble. who are ready 
to be burned?I ay, what then ſhall- become of the common 
rout »f SoJomites, Adulterers, and fornicators ? Tremble 
oh ye uncleane wretches | Do you ſee Lore, David,Salomes, 
Sampſon ſholled out fromtheir fellowes for this , and looke 
you to eſcape? + POET IDF OS. 
Secondly , ſee what a judgement appeared” upon the ba- 
Franch 2:. ftard of-ſpring of the Adulterer * It might ſceme unjuſt , that 
The of-ipring 11 innocent ſhould be ſo plagued forthefathersuncleanneſſe, 
Rs as to be ſhut out and cut off from the congregation to the 
© om the Ta. tenth generation. Surely the taint was deepe, and the iron 
bernacle,uua- moll cankerfretted , which could ſo hardly be wafht out': 
my ages, what did this argne , but that by ſo ſevere's' fentence, 
Dent.23-2: (not tobe expiated by blood, or any other clenfing) the Lord 
would deterre men from ſuch filthinefle? That, if they durſt 
not thus offend, they might tell themſelves, they muſt cut off 
the fruite of their fin, from ever comming, where God and 
his people had to doe. Who ſhoald dare tobe ſo profane, 
if yetthe keate of his luſt would permit himto think ſerioully, 
either of the hell which himſelfe , or the excommunication 
and blafting curſe which: his baftarde child ſhould incurre ! 
But,Alas? Its to be feared that theſe thoughts are the firſt of 
thoſe - __ theſe _ —_— re ? Adubery | , 
6 2x: Thirdly the penalty inflited upon » Was death 
- od) without hand 17 There were divers ſorts ef death inflited 
of Adultery, npon malefa@tors by the law; and ſomelearned men queſtion 
death without chat this death was? The agreed tenet is,thit it was toning, 
penny. although ftrangling , and {ning were uſed for ſome - 
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ecflces.in this fin, - when it came to inceſt , orthe unnaturall 
fins of ſodomy, and beſtiality. The thecfe was not hanged, 
but ſpared by making reſtitution: (andin ſingle fornication, 
lefle penalties mlahebe allowed)but in theſe caſes the Lord 
would allow none ; as if the offer of a requitall in ſuch caſes 
were moſt unſcaſonable.Ne,but gave-way to the jealouſic of 
the husband, and himſelfe, admits no pecuniary mult to 
redeeme that, which jcalouſy counts to bee above ranſeme; 
yea, ſoterrible alaw he ordeynd , for the uncleanc harlot, 
( upon the inſtance onely oba jealous husband ) that if ſhe 
ſtood upon her triall, and gayneſayd the accuſation, ſhe 
ſhould be ſet before the Prieſt, and there drinke a curſed wa- 
| ter,and ifſhe were guilty , ſhee was found out by the provi- 
denceof God, ww, 


lagued with rotting of her belly and yy, . x, 


thigh,and ſo periſhed: So ſhee gat nothing by her conceal- 1g, 


ment,for in ſtcad of __ Koning , Gods hand ſeaſed 
npon her. And what is this,ſave Geds comming in perſonto 
judge a whore? 


ourthly , what ſevere judgments hath God executed py ,uch.q. 
upon uncleane perſons? Let firſt Scripture, then experience veyere judg- 
ſpeake; for Scripture , how did the Lord purſue David, for ments execa- 
his Adultery ? Firſt with the rape of Thamar,then the mur- ted upon As, * 
ther of Amnor, then the treaſon of Ab/alon, (both whom he dvlcerets 


ſhould have ſlaine and taken from the carth ) together with 
his juſt execution by Jab : (the child it ſelfe conceived in 
adultery ſheuld bavebeene the firſt) the open defiling of all 
his Concubines in the face of the ſun, as he had defiled 0- 
thers in ſecret : The perptuall unhappineſſe of his courſeall 


his life to his dying day , never free from ſorrow, and even Both in Scrip- 
then inthe uſurpation of Adonyab, what godly man ever *< 


ſuffred fo in kus children; himlelfe living to ſee it, as hee ? 
why ſhould/ Ged fit in.judgaient upon kis owne favorite, 
for this ſin, dave to ſeareall eo whomthis tory ſhould come, 
evento the worlds end 2  And;, 'what-became of Selomons 
glory? -Was it not allblaſted , by this fin ofuncleanneſle ? 
| — hilved:inbt te ſee it, yet what a ſpeRacle of 

ruine-did:the Lord make Rebobrain? Stripping him of the ten 
tribes nnd, pbthet richeſt kingdome in kis fathers daics,ma- 
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king it the pooreſt that'it had ever bine before? Whit made 
Sampſon of a judge in 1/rael, yea a Giant,a Conqueror to be. 
come a foole in {ſrael: a blynde flave to grinde in a mill 
ſave the beſotting of himfelfe with lalt > How dealt God 
with thoſe Iſraclits at Peor ? Did he not ſet his 'vicegerent 
Phinees on work, to thrug throuſth the cheeferingleaders, cre 
he conld bee pacified? And when the heate of wrath ſcem'd 
to be ſlaked,did it ſo vaniſh? Did not the taile of that plague 
ſweepe away foure and twenty thouſand? Coulde their pr j- 
viledge of beeing Gods people fave them? Where 1snow 
thy mouth (as heſayd) who calleſt adultery , but a tricke of 
youth ? Inſteed of one cloake which men uſe to put upon it, 
ofſlightnefſe; what cloak doth the Lord putupen it?Surely a 
Cloake bathed in the blood of ſo many thouſand adulterers | 
wa$ not this enough to drive men from ſuch dalliance? Who 
might not thenceforth call it by the name of a bloody lin,of a 
ſcarlet dic? What ſhall ſay of our own experiece? How many 
have we heard of, ſtruck dead by the hand of God;taking the 
in the aR?Not ſuffring them to go out 'of the bed of unclean- 
nes, whether hath God come in perſon tojudge ſuch or no. 

And although many have bin ſuffred to: eſcape ſuch 
judgment, ytt how many miſting the Beare, have met with 
the Lion? out ef the horror of their conſcience ſome daſhing 
their braines agaiaft the walls, others ſtabbd*, drownd, 
hang@ themſelves? To penne ont of ſeverall writers who 
have written Theaters of Gods judgements , the examples 
of ſuch as God hath plagued,is not my ſcope! Alas! theſe bee 
daics wherin men will rather fit upon God himſelfe and 
ſcorne him to his face,then tremble at Gods fitting in judge- 
ment _= Adulterers. But there be books which doe at 
large ſupply us in this kind , if our hearts bee not quite funke 
into a ſeriſleflenes of them. Eyen whule I was writing this, 
Jeſt I ſhould want unſought/ preſidents, a reporte came to 
mine earcs of a Black-ſmith neer Colcheſter,;(wheſe wound 
is as it were yet bleeding .) who having madea Cheine to 
hang a womanythat had murthered her husband,fell into ſuch 
fuddeine terrors by Gods hand opprefling his conſcience, 
for his Adulterous life;that he cried out zi faying,that be was 
C3 A a$ 
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as wicked as ſhee for whom he had made the cheyne Go, 


that he could not lin, till by cutting his own throate he had 
made an end of himſelfe.. So the Lord pulles out ſome to be 
ſpeRacles of reproach and deteftation to the world, though 
theuſands ſcape. All are net drag'd out by the hand of God 
openly as that bawdy Biſhop at the Councell of Treat, whom 
S$leidan mentions, who creeping out of his window along 
the leades to the wife of the next houſe, was watcht by her 
husband , and catcht in a grinne or ſhare laid for him in his 
paſſage, and there hung by the neck , as a ridiculous obje&t 
eo all the beholders.. But, I ſay, becauſe men objeR, that 
thouſands ſcape to ſome odde perſons, whom vengeance 
intercepts : Tell me, what better portion have they who 
ſurvive, then the other. 


W hat one ſinne hath ſo manifold markes of wrath upon Branch 5. 


it, as this, upon the ſoule, body,or perſon ſinning ? as by the Maiks of 


ſequel may appeare. Firſt for ſonle , what ſinne hath found ** p03, 


lefle place for repentance then this ? Cloleneſle, fecrecy, 
ſhifts, alway attending it , which keepe the heart from all 
tendernefle, yea defile and diſable the ſoulc from repenting, 
nay the curſe of God ſealing tÞ that ſoule to impenitency : 
ſome walking , ten, ſome twenty , fome more yeeres in the 
guilt hereof, yet with a ſmothered conſcienee'; and al- 
though they be wounded, yet hardly healed in a kindly man- 
ner, but ſuffering their hearts to rankle inward , and outbid» 
ding all ordinances to their deftruftion ? How can it be, but 
ſuch a ſore-muſt break forth all- at once with ſach'a forcible 
-entcry » that nothing can (till or ſatisfie it ?' Secondly, what 
ſinn* hath fo foule a blemiſh and difſhenour caſt upon the 
name of the committer as this ? With what a blot doe wee 
thinke or fpeak of Sampſon, to this day ?* And how many Di- 
vines. (though amifſe): have deeply queſtioned Salowen; 
Alvation:?.\ Touching the outward name , what a blat and 
wtamy do they for ever procure ? Whit an infeRious plague 
hath it prooved in the itock of the Adulterer ? No ſpace of 
time hatÞ purged it, it: hath beene as the fretting leprofie in 
thei walls , which 7 61m Ee heale fave pulling downe 
the-whele race and: family. fromthe very: foundations." Fero- 
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boarss name not being more pradigious, andodious in Iſrael, 
then an Adulterers 4 the Churchof God': as if ſuch or ſuck 
a family had bought the ſtaple of the trade 1 So that it is ob- 
ſerved that this {inne hath fo defiled the blood of ſome fami- 
lies, that they are no ſooner named, but their kind is offen- 
five, ſcarſe any inſuch families becing noted tobee chaft ? 
What a ſtinch/might ſuch cauſe, and evenataintto a whole 
Country ? How juft were it for Ged to pull downe the 
whole houſes of ſuch, ſticke and ſtone, ne memory of 
ſuch to bee left behind ? \ How juſt were it having firft 
motkeaten their. name by.diſhonor, to ceme upon their per» 
ſons asa Lycn and teare them in peeces ? 
When 23 mem Is not the finger ot Gad here (as they told Pharaoh) when 
have failed, men on carth, who ſhould have cenſured them, ſuffer theſe 
Goa huh naſty creatures to lurke intheir ſties and dens, poyſoning the 
os Fa: Country with their breath , hath the Lord letthem alone ? 
Hath he not beene faine to ſtep in himſelfe , and by ſuddaine 
vengeance to cutthem off? And, if ſuch cenſures were in 
force as we are bidden to pray fer inthe Charch of God , 
ſach diſcipline I mean in the Church, could ſuch a fin as this, 
eſcape the dint of Excommumication , the greateſt dart of 
wrath? Should we have hadſuch noterious whoremon- 
gers brought forth in the famouſeſt places in the land, to 
cheir penance, with ſuch impudence or diſdaine ? Not tþ 
{peake of ſuch great anes as for their villany in ſome kndes, 
not to be named, with their owne fleſh; and forcers of their 
wives to yeeld to the luſt of their ſervants, have been brought 
to open execution ? is It not pitty, that through the inſolen- 
- cy af offendors, the ſacred cenſures of Gods Church ſhould 
 bevilfied and expoſcd toſcorne? To'end this reproach of 
the name, its an uſuall ſaying, that the finnes of ſeed and:pol- 
lution, are punitht 4n the ſeed » one way or ther; '2 tainted 
1 Der, 1. 18. feed, bewraying it {elfe 3 Saint Perer ſpeakes'of ſome finnes, 
derived by tradition from the fathers: to rheir children ;' a- 
mong Which this.is.0ne, ( none of the pretious legacies ) 48 
TJericho was built; ſa.is adultery plagued , both in the: eldeſt 
and youngelt, it-gocth through therace;tillit huve-waſted all, 
and made an utter conſumption:: Some notorious monſter in 
| EK 1 this 
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this kind,being as he,who puts a burning torch into a ſtacke 


of ftraw , ſo violently burning that there is no quenching 
of it. 


Thirdly God accurſecth this finne with beggery, and rags, Iarke 3. 
waſtings of ſtate, open, or ſecret : no man can tell how , B*g2:y: 


fave that fo it is, and by this privy plague, God hath difſceve- 
red many wretches, inthe eies of them, that elſe never 
ſhould have ſuſpe&ed ſuch. One of themupon hus death con- 
fefſed both of this and of other evills, I have ſpent many 
thouſand pounds to damne my ſoule. Alas poore. ſoule , it 
-need not have coſt thee a penny, ſave that the divellloves to 
have his bored flaves outvie Gods ſervants, and ( as one 
faith ) doe more for him that will hed their blood'; then 
Chrilts ſervants will doe for him that ſhed his blood for 
them : When no cauſe, I ſay, hath appeared of ſacha mans 
wafting, but yet waſted he is,parſonage added to parſenage, 

eat portion in mariage to former inheritance, great betal- 
Fags of legacies by this meanes,and that yet none will ferve 
the turne , buta canker fretting out the marrow efall; no 
thriving in eſtate ; what doth it argue ? but that moth that 
eates ont the foyſon of all, and that fire that melteth/all, as 
fat before'the Sunne | The flaggard and adulterer being 
commently joined in- one, pertake 'of one plague of pe- 


nury. Goe over townes and countries, tell the choice buil-- 


dings, lands and inheritances of them, and aske whoſe theſe 
were, all will tell you ſuch a name, ſuch an houſe enjoy'd 
them ; but now all is gone and embezzeled z, not enc 
acre remaining of foure or five thouſand pannd lands by the 
yeere ! And how? Oh the fire of luſt and butning concu- 
iſcence hath waſted all, and driven them out of their dwel- 
lings , asdegges or ſwine, ſo that all who comeby may ſay, 
drunkenneſſe , riot, whoting , idlenefle, or malitious per- 
ſecution of the Church of God, have decne the'meantsto 
roote out 'the moſt families of this greatneſſe and wealth : 
Truely methinkes when'I paſſe by them they are as Theaters 
of vengeance,and judgement of God againſt adwterers and 
fornicators. ' | 70 13; 440 | 
' Fourthly , the judgement of God appearcs in the ſnaring 
of 
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of the ſinner by this ſinne. As is the whore ; ſois the adul- 


Conercuce of terer: ſheeisa deepditch to devoure, and heis a vaſtgulfe 


of luſt and concupiſcence. He isſo drowned in his owne 
perdition, and cannot-get out : ſnarled as a bird , ſo that the 
more the ſtruggles , the worle thee is hampered, would un- 
wind her-ſelfe, but cannot. Oh ! then what a judgement js 
this, neither to be able to be chaſt, nor endure to be unchaſt ? 
As the Poet ſaid of the Paramour to his harlot, neither can I 
live with thee, nor without thee 1 Soof this luſt : I cannot 
endure it , it is ſo dogging, ſo unſatiable , that it waſtes my 
marrow in my bones, and cauſeth a periſhing daily withour 
death : itsa tyrant to me, forcing me to ſerve jt, beyond my 
ſtrength : And yetI cannot-be without it neither, 1t hath ſo 
prevailed againſt me by the falſeſweet and curſed habit of it, 
that I cannot want it. One in this kind was ſo addidted to 
it , that even when he was ſpent to the very pith, yet had 
appointed his harlot to meet him, when death approached : 
and could not beleeve he ſhould die, till want of breath in- 
tercepted his thoughts and trade. The ſoule in this plight 
Gnkes deeper and deeper, one harlot makes way for ano- 
ther ; ſome one inſatiable ſtallion 1n this kind having three 
foure, yea ſeven harlots to exhauſt him. As he ſaid merrily, 
ſo I here, ſuch -need no gout, dropſic, agueor conſumption 
to bring them to their end, they have provided a ſpecdier 
courſe. There is ne end of ſinning, and he muſt needs go 
whom the divell drives, 

Fifthly,.its the divels neſtegge, and cauſes many ſinnes to 
be laid, oe to, and upon another. - Looke upon the wo- 
full cheine of Daviar luſt, how did one follow another, the 
a& urged the concealment ; the cagernefle thereof provo- 
ked a ſuborning of Yryah : that brought. on the making of 
him drunk, when that willnot ſerve turne then the innocent 
muſt-be murther'd : any one of theſe odious ina wretch,how 
odious then are all ip a Saint? How many ſecret murthers of 
infants have beene cauſed by. Popiſh -Votaries, let the 
vaults, privies, fiſhponds, belonging to their lawleſle houſes 


tcltific ; nay their owne Pope Gregory , who topke an order 
font with 
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with them upon the obſervation of ſuch villany 1 Oh the 
lies, ſhifts , perjuries, purgings by torſworne men, bribes 
given and taken, policies and tricks to cover, defend and 
make off (uch abominations 1 So it muſt bee. T wonder that 
a man ſhould be fo debauched as to be a whoremonger , but 
being one, I wonder not, that he is, as ſuch a one muſt bee : 
for can a bowle rolling downe tte hill, ſtop her owne 
courſe , no more can hee who is in the power of his luit, 
doe a$ hee would , but asthe force of ill cultome, and the 
prevailing ſweetneſſe of his luft neceffitates him unto. No 
ſin goeth alone, but to be ſure uncleaneſle Cannot avoid ma- 
ny to accompany it. Onee over the ſhoes in this puddle, 


rarely will Satan leave off, till he have by degrees got thee 
over head and cares. 


Sixthly , what wofull conſequences follow this ſin ? As Marke 6. 
Salomon of the drunkard, whence are red ejes? To whom C9. (quens 
are woundes, blacke and blue cheeks ? Sg ſay I here, To of witchicte + 
whom are quarrels , Broyles, blood ſhed, Duclls betweene p91 it, 


Corrivalls of Harlots,with a raging heart never at peace?To 
whom ? To thoſe whom the fury of harlots diſcontent hath 
incenſed : what will not ſuch doe to gratify their Miltrefſe? 
Nay where doe Robberies by the high waies , and murthers 
and burghlaries begin? Surely 1n the love of harlots,as much 
as 1n any other roote: It muſt be ſo , love willnot be main- 
taind with nothing, this ſin is and mult be deſperately waſt- 
full:The old ſpeech is,Veaws mult be nouriſht with Ceres and 
Bacchas: infinite is the luxury and Rior of ſuch, no end of ex- 
pences in each kind:and as the grave,ſo the harlot inſatiably 
cries,give, give,clſe ſhe thinks her ſelf ſcorned, and ſcornes 
her banquerupt lover. Now,then what doth ſatan drive them 
to? To all violent, hideous waies, rather then want oile for 
this Lampe ? An harlot muſt be fed with the rapine of all 
forts , and when ſhe is rich upon the price of the ſoule of a 
man, ſhee 1s beſt content. How many come te untimely , 
ſhamefull ends this way ( Coy of thoſs Gentlemen 
theeves as wee call them ) by the juſt intercepting hand of 
Gods inſtrument , the Manifrae ? So that many have ſaid 
with him, tinding God to purſue them, juſt oh Lord are thy 
Yy Judge> 
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judgements | Many have been executed for crimes , which 
they never committed ; but yet confeſſed , that God hath 
plagued them for ſuch as man knowes not , ſuch asthe law 
cannot take hold of : ſecret Sodomy, Adultery, or other un- 
cleanneſſe, which I never looked to havediſcovered. I did 
nader a falſe title and crime, but not without due and juſt de- 
ſert: man hath done me wrong, but God hath done meright : 
Oh whata juſt hand of God is here ? Vengeance will not 
ſuffer them to live. 

Seventhly, the body of the uncleane is judged : ſeldome 
is it free from diſeaſes and diſtempers. Whence are ſuch 
maladies, as poyſon wife, child, and each one that drinke in 
their cup ? Who but God plagued that Army of the French 
with that loathſomediſeaſe,never before heard of ? Whence 
are inflamed, ſwolne , ſpotted faces, puft fleſh, itinking 
breath, diſguiſed body, putrefation of the blood, rottennes 
of the carcaſle, unſound health, ſpeedy age, infinite infirmi- 
ties ? Whence is that outcry which Salomon ſpeaks of, when 
thy liver is darted through with an arrow,when thy ſtrength 
isgiven tothe cruell , and thou mourne when thy flcſh and 
body are conſum'd, then ſhalt thou crie out, how have I ha- 
t-2 inſiruftion ? Oh foole, and beaſt that I am, how am I 
I: d'o the ſhamiles as an oxc, and how to the ſtocks, like a 
fot» Whenall thy honour is laid in the duſt , thy friends are 
aſhamed of thee , thy conſcience flies in thy face , and thy 
harlot hath forſaken thee, and all is gone, then maſt thou 
fay, God is departed from me alſo , and leaves me hardncd , 
and woe be to him that is alone ! And yet all whichTI have 
Gid , 15 butas the Adulterers priſon and cheine , the checte 
Barre of judgement which hee mult take fentence at , arc, 
death and the laſt day : then will God judge whoremongers 
idecd,, then he will be a ſwift witnefle to purpele, all his 
delayings aggreprivalls of Adulterers,[hall be recompenced 
with ſweetyggfic in kind : then ſhall flames revenge flames , 
and one fire ajyjniſh-another , and: there (hall bee aneternall 
heate of wrathyfor the ſhort and ſweet pleaſures of luſt : For, 
without ſhall be Sorcerers, Martherers, Dogs , Idolatcors , 
Laceves, Lyars , and Adulterers ;. this is-the ſecond _ 
is 
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This death , ſhall bee the reward of this ſinne, and this is 
the laſt judgement from which no eſcape, no appeale ſhall 
bee admitted. And this bee fayd foe Anſwer to the 
Queſtion. | 
Its now time to haften touſe. And firſt let this be terror Ve. 1. 
to all ſuch, as thwart and contradict God in his courſe; doth 1c: he 


C od all he can to terrifie Adulterers , and to make this finne 
adious ? Woe be to them thenthat make an honorable thing 
of it; I ſhall notneed co ſeeke out as farre as Spaine, Ttalv , 
| France to find out matter hereof, ſuch as —_ baftardy a 
title of honor , covering it with greatneſle , fo that a terme 
of diſhonour with God, is with them a name of renoiwne ; 
woe be tothem, who honour that which God abhorres | To 
theſe adde the Papilts ( coucht before ) who honour whores 
and concubines farre above lawtull wives in the Clergie , 
{erting up open ſtewes , out of the whichthe Pope draweth 
an exceedng yearely tribute , ( for you muſt note, hee is not 
{o holy, but he will take the prace of an whore into his trea- 
ſury, and ſavor it well ) juſtifying the lawtulneſſe of ſuch 
practices and tollerations of harlots,to the end forſooth,that 
the chaſtity of Matrons may bee preſerved ! Are not theſe 
wiſe Protors thinke wee for God and for his ſeventh Com- 
mand ? To make the plaiſter of the rankeſt poiſon? But who 
wonders that the great mother of ſpirituall whordomes, that 
old Bawd Circe who hath poyſoned all the world with 
her deuble cup of dorine and prattiſe , ſhould ſo tenderly 
nurſe up the ftewes ? Oh you harlots Children,and ſeedplots 
of battards,are youſo Carefull of Matrons? and the fategard 
of their chaſtity ! No, rather yoar Banner and Buckler is for 
whores, then Matrons ! You care as much for your chaſtity , 
as fda; did for the poore ! whole ſucceſſors you are,whiles 
for the filling of your bagges, you ſuſte: any villany,and live 
upon the ſinnes of the people. 

Oncea young ſparke ſonne to an Fmperour told his fa- 
ther, he wondred at him, that he would be fo baſe as to ex- 
a& tribute of the City for Vrine! But he took a pecce of that 
golden tribute, and put it to his noſe, bidding him imell to it. 
Which he doingyhe askt bim, how it ſmelt ? he anſwering, 
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well for onght hee felt, yet (ſaith he it comes fromthe 
City urine. A baſe ſpeech for a man of ſo incomparable 
worth ! But this tributemonger of ſoules is tentimes worſe ; 
for hell fre and all, do ſmell {weet in his neſtrills,the ſmell of 
gaine from any thing ſavors well to him ; ſo he have it. To 
theſe adde ſuch as ſhght this (inne, calling it but a trick of 
youth : ſuch as blanch and colour theſe finnes of all forts, 
not to be named : never {o rife 1nall eſtates , as now in this 
debauch't ag: ! Such as play the bawdesto their owne chil- 
dren, their owne wives , ſuch as makea ſport of it , and lay 
their baſtards in their owne wives boſomes, forcing them to 
nurſe thew,or elſc turning them out of doores ? Caſting darts 
and mortall things, and asking, am not Iinfſport ? Such as 
make a trade of this fin , ſerving the turnes of.their comman- 
drs, as that hangby Hiram the Adullanute did the turne of 
74da:Do theſe,or aA as theſe (for they are infinite )belceve ; 
theſe terrors of God ? Or do they take notice, that God will 
have this ſin made odieus and terrible,to gaſter all from it? Oh 
wofull Rebells,and Fraitors to the edits of Chriſt, beware, 
leſt God come upon you,and tear you in peeces,and there be 
noneto deliver you! tor ſo impudent a forchead of brafle,and 
daring to reſiſt him in his own way{lf he aggravate,dare you 
alleniate? ſurely he ſhall adde unto you all the plagues of his 
Book,and diminiſh your names from that other of life ! 
Secondly, if God ſo {triveto make this ſinne odious, con- 
ſider in the feareof God, both upon what ground , and to 
Yſez. What end he doth fo. Surely it 1s not for nothing , that hee 
Admonition doth ſo. The ground is, that it oppoſeth his ordinance ; the 
to all unclcane end to prevent ſinne. For the former, beware of defiling any 
vnes, ordinance of God!That which he hath pnt honor upon , put 
not you contempt upon ! Marriage is honorable,and the bed 
undefiled by an ordinance. Its like the decree of Medes and 
Perſians, which alters not. Take not you away the honour 
Branch 1, therof,either by wiltul abandoning of Marriage to live in Juſt 
D-face no& unbridled; or defiling marriage,to cover your filthinefſe | (if 
Gods w?y. was not made to ſuch an end) God willbee ſorely avenged 
upon all ſach 1 Its the practice of Satan, and Antichrilt his 


eldeſt ſong , to be Gods oppoſite to thwart an —_—_—_ 
| at 


— 
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What is ſo holy an ordinance, as the miniſtry of the word , 
the vie of Sacraments, the uſe of the Keies? And , what 
doth hee more purpoſely contradit ? How baſely ſveakes 
all this rabble from top to toe, of a Miniſter ? of preaching ? 
of our Sacraments? our Communion table ! they jeere 
all, and oppoſe their Prieſthood, Mafſe, Sacrifice, and Al- 
tar ! What ſo ſacred a civill ordinance, as Magiſtracy ? They 
abhorre it, tread under feet all kinds, that crofle their owne 
Government : Curling, deſtroying, excommunicating, and 
murthering them at pleaſure, if they can come by them ! 
What ſo pure an ordinance as marriage? But what unclean- 
nefle 1s there , which they preferre not before it ? Beware 
you rebels ! you hight againit God , one that is ſtronger then 
you! hearten not one anotheragainſt this Ark, that is come 
- 1nto your Camp! leſt hee plague you, and make it too hot and 
too heavie for your keepingl1 Call not thoſe things common, 
and carnall, which he hath called pure; honour that which- 
God hath ſtamped:difcerne the ſolemnes,the ſacrednefle of it; 
dektile not mine ordinance, leſt I make you your Sacriledge ! 


Seeondly, the endis,to ſtop and prevent the ſinne it ſelte : pygych 2. 
Beware then of allriot and exceſſe this way : you who for- | , prevenc 


merly during your diflolute youth, have detiled your bodies, the finne, 


or ſince marr1age have adventured to doe fo: look backe and 
bethinke you, what you have done | Tremble to think, that 
you dared to _ to {inne in that kind, which God hath 
gaſtred you from. Should Adam have ventured to breake 
ntothe garden againe, upon the ſhaken ſword of a Cheru- 
bi? Butloe, the 

are, is heere ! How juſt were it ,-that God had ſtruck you 
deadintheaR? Still to ſtrip you of all at once ; and bring 
you into the pit of deſpaire! To accurſe your polterity,and to 
tranſmit your ſir, through your race, to make you a by word 
as feroboam | oh wonder that ever you got out of this pit ( if 
yertyou be) and take heed leſt he who delights to ſee doggs 
and ſwine turn to their mire and vorit,pull you not into this 
ditch againe | Taxe not God for his ſevere and hard ſen- 
tence agaiylt ſuch uncleane wretches, whoſe bodies have 
rotted m priſon, perſons becne ruin'd with penury , ſoules 
Yy 3 | peritht 


aken ſword ofa greater then Cherubins . 


_— 


The Appendix. 


Conciuſion 
of it, 


2. King, 10, 
: 3:44 $o 


peritht in impenitency ! It were juft with God, your owne 
{ſhould have ſuffered no leſfle ! for ſuch as deſpiſe his ther- 
rors, goe onſtill as the forlorne ranke in the mouth of the 
Canon, wrath hath alway ſwept them away ! asa man who 
i5ar gy will {mite h'm that 1s next,ſo hath he Cnitten ſome in 
their tcules, intheir names, bodtes,o{tates, poſterity, to ſlaite 
otheas. Elſe had hee beene unjuſt. Now then take war- 
ning : Gold aimesat the preventing of finne : Tf you by 
theſe examples repent not , your ſelves ſhall goe in the 
drove, and bee made examples, that others may repent by 
Yours. 

* And to conclude, to both forts, I ſay, knowing thet>rror 
of the Lord , delift from your uncleane courſe ! who ſhall 
fiand when God ſhall come in perſon to judge? Its ſaid 
that when febw 1:nt to the Princes of Samaria , Tutors of 
Ababs Children, to ſet up one of their Maſters Children and 
fight for him, they trembled, and ſaid, two Kings conld not 
{tand before him, and can we ? Therefore they choſe to cut 
off the heads of them, and ſend themin to him,rzther then to 
try it out ! I te)l thee, though the ſonne of Nimſhi were a 
furious marcher , the ſonne of God is more ! Nortwo, or 
ten, but ten thouſand Kings conld never ſtand before his re- 
venge : Hell is prepared for Kings, if uncleane and adulte- . 
rous ? Stand not out , cut off the heads of theſe lufts , and 
thereby make Way for pardon and attenement to thy ſelfe , 
jf yet ever this wofull ſpot, and crocke of ſpirit may bee 
waſht out, ( for there 1s but one thing, even the blood of this 
Judge which can cleanſe it ) and forgiven. Thinke not by 
peaking out of Gods ſight for a while, to wind out, and bee 
forgotten ! Sodid Baalam, that Bawd of Peor, who curs'd 


1racl more by this Stumbling-block, then otherwiſe ! Oh ! 


he went to his place, and lurkt in his neſt, tillthe Lord in 
perſon came upon Midian, and then both the five Kings of 
it, and all thoſe entiling fornicatreſſes,and then Baa/ams him- 
ſelfe was dragged out of his hole to execution! verifying his 
owne Prephecie , who ſhall Rand, when God doth theſe 
things! willan innocent Lambe tremble before a Lion, and 
ſhall not guilty Adulterers, when God ſits upon them ? Shall 

oy this 


—— 


The 4ppendix. 351 g 


RUNS nnnen 


—— 


this be the frait of Gods ſcaring of men , that with the new 

built houſe , they ſettle the more upon the frame when the 

wind moſt ſhakes them? To runneto finne,to ſnort in it with 

ſo muck the more imp udency , ſecurely ? What is this ſave 

to mocke God,and play the Giants againſt heaven ? To dare 

him with a Babell, and try whether hee can confovnd us ! 

As thoſe Philiſtians cried, now play the men, kill beth Iſrael, 2 Szm. 10. tz 

and the God of Iſrael, if you can ! Be not ſo mad ! Time 

will make you thinke Gol is like your ſelves ! and he will 

neither doe good nor evill ! Becauſe judgement is deterred , 

your hearts are ſet in you to play the whores and villaines 

{tj1] : Bur your damnation ſleepes not ! he (hall come u>on 

ou, and ſet your diſordered waies in order before you, and 

hg ( as Salomon did Shemes) all your pranks , old and 

newe at one view into your cies, and then ſhall it not 

bee poſlible for your ſhoulders, your cenſciences to ſtand 

under your loade , nor endure thoſe terrors that ſhall ſting 

: you, as the handicls of hell whiCh js ready to devoure 

4 ou | 

-” l Laſtly , let us all learne to be of Gods mind; and ſo con- F7. 3. 

vince our kearts of the juigements of God,again(t unclean- Tftiucuun rn 

neſſe ; as not to daretothink of committing it. I have ſeene ** duc ty 

= many wretches, and one the other day , whom flaited in his Go a " 

” conſcience by the feare of ſuddaine death, unloading © 

4 his guilty ſpirit intothe boſome of Gods Minilter , even his 
6]thy haunts with many cloſc queanes, unſafpeted : and 
under this he lay as long as the dint laſted : but having 
found no further favour with God, relapſed to his old courſe, 
as a Cony though taken in her hole, yetitlet goce, hath no 
ſhift but to runne to her old burrow and harbour !}t Chriſt be 
not the cover from the torme andraine, ſinne muſt needes 
be ; and although it be but a ſorry one, which will one day 
wet to the skin , yet it maſt ſerve the whilſt. Subdue there- 
fore thy ſoule wick theſe terrors : as Chritt faith, let them 
linke __—_ thine heart ! Itis thy ſelfe , it ſerves to 
keepe thee from the pathes of death. As our Saviour then 
when he bids watch : tell us he ſaith it to the Diſciples, and 
toall ; fo, I wiſhthat this watchword might reach to all, 

None 
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Forward pro- 
teſlors beware 
of this ſnare. 


none excepted,even forward profeflors themſelves. I much 
feare,this {in is rife among many even of ſuch: for.profeſfion 
cannot alonequit us of ſecret profanenes.So neer is the fleſh, 
ſo ſly is Satan, ſo copious is a falſe heart of evafions, that no 
ſort of people is free. There want not fearful examples at this 
day of cachdegree of men and women. I need not filence that 
whichall tongucs jangle,& the ears of the good might tingle 
Withal.: what dcebauched varlets there are of late brought 
forth fromamang the, who kave crept in amongſt the zealous 
ſervants of Chriſt,and taken upon.them to be the forwardeſt. 
To conoeale, is now toe late, too late to ſay, tcll it not Gath: 
for its all over the places about their dwelling. One being 
reprooved for attempting the maides ( who came to his 
houſe) to folly:anſwered,though 1 may not covet my neigh- 
bors maid, yet for his owne maides, or thoſe that offred them- 
ſelves, he thought he might. Its time now ( my brethren of 
of all ſorts ) to ceaſe ſtriving, to hold oile 1n your palme its 
rather time to apply corratives. The beſt way now, is 
in taking notice of theſe, to ſay, they were among us : they 
were not of us, if they had , they would not ſo fouly have 
gone out of us. And yet (were 1t not that I feare doing 
hurt )1 would adde,that I muſt not nor dare finally to cenſure 
every owne as loſt, who is gwlty of this ſin : but 1 know, ten 
to one of theſe, arc hypocrites, though for cauſes, God 
way leave ſome odde perſon,. whoſe repentance he purpoſes 
to make as eminent, as ever his ſinne was: and moreover, 
to ule this {inne in others, as a forcible occaſion to convert 
them from all finne. But of this after. Of the hypocrites 1 
{ay,1ct him that is filthy, be filthy ſtill ; of the other, the Lord 
give them grace, with Achan in the midit of their reproach, 
to give glory to God: wofull creatures the whiles weltering 
in their miſery from whom tke unclean ſpirit ſeemed to bee 
caſt out,and they to have eſcaped the-pollution of the world 
through luſt : bur through their looſenefle, the divell hath re- 
turned into their hearts, and brought ſevenſpirits with him , 
worle then the former : ſo that if that {tronger .man throw 
not-out this ſtrong, the end of ſuch will proove worſe then 
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| Conſider all ſuch, profeſſion cannot diſpence with 
rather iMhall make your finne treble, and heate hell 


f 


ou ! Profeſſion 
ven cannot dil. 


times hotter ! If wee never found any other effec of the P*2<< with 


ſinnes of our ignorance, fave ſhame-and death : what are 


this ſinae, 


wee like to finde for finnes againſt knowledge ! Truly men 
are ſtrangely impudent and hardned-in thefe dajes ! this 
makes me infiſt as I doe ! Feare not him , who can deſtroy 
the body onely and not the foule ; but him who can calt 
both bodies and ſoules into hell, I ſay, feare him ! Get we 
our ſpirits truely moulded into this terrour of God ! Thoſe 
Corinthians pretended the liberty of the Goſpell, againſt 
the terror of the Law : But, how doth Pas! anſwer then ? 
Surely by a fit inftance of the Iſralites in the wilderneſle, | 
committing filthinefle, at Peor. Are you better then they ? 
had not they the word, the ordinances, the cloud, the 
manna , and rocke ? but God was never the better pleaſed 
with them, fer that 1 Their carcaſſes all fell, and were made 
dung in the wildernefſe. Therefore deceive not your ſelves; 
Be not you fornicators as they | and were deſtroyed of the 
deſtroyer ; Their Angell of preſence, turn'd their deftroyer, x Cer. 10.16. 
for their uncleannefle. If this bee all the priviledge of 
your bare profefion, let whoſe wil venture, but ventur 
not yee { well (may ſome fay ) wee would faine bee o 
Gods minde , but our hearts are ſo giddy and (light in this 
paint, that wee cannot get them te bee ſeriouſly awed 
by Gods judgements : I anſwer, I ſhallreferre it to the Ex- 
hortatien following in the next Chapter ; in the meane time, 


conſider what hath bcene (aid in this. , 
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And laſt, Conteyning the uſe of Exhortatios, with 
Counſells and Metives to preſerve Chaſtity, 
and avoid uncleanneſſe. 


Finiſh the whole uſe of the point with Exhortation; to this 

effe,that all who truely tremble at this judgement of God 
againſt Adulterers and fornicators, doe preſerve their veſ- 
ſells with as much holinefſe and honour as is poſſible. To all 
ſuch (as in the end of this point I ſhall touch ) belongs con- 
ſolation : but let it-Jie by a while, untill thou be able to ap- 
ply it to thy ſelfe by the experience of what I ſhall now ſay. 
Wherefore, I exhort all ſach,be chaſte, and pure in body and 
ſpirit, paſſing the whole time of their converſation here in 
holy prevention and caution againſt nncleannefſe. A. fok 
temne duty,to —_ a cleane body to the marriage bedde : to 
maintaine it ſo, and bring it fo to the grave ! But how (will 
fome ſay ) may this 'be effeted ? I anſwer, by. obſerving 
three counſells : and firſt, to Abhorre ſomewhat. Secondiy 
to meditate upon ſomewhat. Thirdly by praftiſmg. Tonch- 
ing the firſt, Abhorre'fomwhat within, and fomewhat with- 
out. In the proſeention'of which three, if 1 ſhall _ 
trench upen-ary thing before touched;throngh rheneerne 
of the argument, let the reader eonfider, 'thatwhen I wrote 
that before upon the point of chaſtity , I intended not the 
handling ;of this latter part of the verſe : but I hope , I ſhall 
avoid any purpoſed repeatings of ought, which the neceſſity 
of the order doth not inforce upon me, for the avoiding of 
any #merruptfoy. For the firſt of Abhorring : Firſt with Da- 
via, Abborre thy ſelfe , that inward originall corruption of 
nature, the foment of this flame : he beginnes at the right 
end of the ſtage, with that poiſon, wherewith his mother had 
warmed him in her wombe.. Abhorring of ſome outward 
aQts or penalties of thys finne, may goc without any _— 
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naturall Raine, I had never committed fuch an aRuall abo- Thyre cwne 
mination as this. Alas ! as the feelde of a poore man va- (eltc. 


niſhes in the Mappe of a whole tcwne, ſo doth this evill 
of concupiſcence vaniſh in moſt mens cie , when they take 
2 ſurvey of ſinne ; whereas this inward is the body : and that 
which we ſc breaking out,is byt a member,as ic might be here 


a toc,there a finger of defiled old Adam. Till then the mother - 


bee abhorred , the daughter will never be renounced. Put 
caſe , thou couldeſt bitterly inveigh, yea incenſe thine 
heart, againſt ſome aRtuall filthineſle, yet, till this inward 
dunghill bee raked , which 1s able to tteame, forth into an 
un, a Adulterers , yea ſinnes without number ; I fay till 
this furnace kindled by hell, as ready to defile thee againe 
(when thou haſt ſeemed to waſh out many ſtains as they ap- 
earc) withten fold more wickedneſſe ; looke for nore- 
\refſe ofthy diſeaſe. Its a running ſoare,an jflue of unclean- 
neſſe , and muſt firſt bee dreined,, eare the paſſages drie up : 
Theſecly man who ſaw the ſtreame of the River run very 
{wift , fat hum downe upen the banke and flept, thinking by 
that crime all would bee run out, and he might go over dry 
ſhod 1. Poore ſoule ! for that river ran ſtill, everdid, and 
ever will. So 1sit here: till God dry up , or turne the cur- 
rent,it.can be no otherwiſe. The due ſight of this thy bent 
of heart,thy frame of ſpirit,alway inclining one way, never 
to Purity, firſt tiring thee as a traveller, wurry thee as a dog, 
urſue thee at heeles, as the Avenger of blood did the Man 
er; is one of the beſt waies to. quit thee of this miſcheefe. 
Get an inward abhorring of thy ſclfe,ſee what an huge heap 
of filth lies there ; marke how its like the doorerelling the 
ſame 'way on his hinges ; and this weariſome ſight may 
(perhaps)drinke up thy poritang caſhcire all thy dawbings, 
colours,and excuſes. 1 ſay, This may raſe thy forte it ſe 


and ſhake. it from the foundations , and then the out works 
will ſoone yeelde and fall to the ground. Looke upon this fin 
in that Glafle with that eye, which Paw looked in,when he 
beheld luſt forbidden: and, (if any thing) this ſhall ſwallow 
thy ſhip wholly up 1n the Pigklands of l-abhaniog- 
PP: X 2 ay 
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Say to thy ſoule thus , were T waſht with nitre, yea ſcoured 
with ſope , yetthe clothes I weare will defile mee as faſt : 

Alas ! I get nothing by all my outward abhorrings luſt will 
not bee ſcared away with Holy-water. I have a Bofome 
Orator within , which will draw mee to luſt , twenty times, 
one after another, and pull mee faſter to filth, then all my 
owne, or others diſſwaſives can withdraw meefrom it: Lord 
then, draine this flood and overflow ! teach mee to abhorre 
” ſclfe in duſt and aſhes, if ever I get viftory over my 

aQtuall corruptions !. 

Secondly, abkorre thy inward Actuall thoughts , of con- 

2. templative uncleannes. Workmen proceeds according to an 
Things io be Td za and platforme in his mind , ſet before him, in all bis 
——x " c projedts and attempts:ſo doth the Adulterer. The heart (fayth 
Oomagplanive our Savior, ) is the Adulterer, all the miſchiefe is hatckt 
uncleanzes, Cthere.What contemplations of villany, doth the forlorne ſtie 
of Thoughts nouriſhin many ? 'What uncleane man'or wo- 

man is there, whoſe thoughts do notplod and contrive their 
meetings,the places, the tyme, manner, and circumſtances? 

What a Thoroughfare of ſach ſcurfe, is that defiled ſpirit of 

theirs, which they carry about them ? Once, 4 learned'man 

was called a walkinglibrary': But of theſe, itmay be fayd, 

They ate a walking 'Stewes. ' Its as eafieto pull their hearts 

out of theiv bellies , a$to alter and tntne the conrſe of theſe 

ſuggeſtions: the Devill becing the Preſenter, and the fancie 

the Receiver, Mortify then and nip theſe thoughts ; which 

have the whole-man at 'command': Senfes'do notfo'much 

hurt torhonghts, as thoughts to them and to the bodily per- 

formance. ' The loathing of baſe,vaine, wanton,'and cape- 

ring thqughes, in this kind,were halfe the cure. Theſe vapou- 

ringup from the heart to the brayne', do ſo poſſeſſe and be- 

leaguer it that the afetions are fired, and on' thornes till 

= come 'to/pratiſe. Now , when thefewell is gone,or 

leflened,the fire muſt ceafe: let originall cornption be once 

abhorred traly,and this will follow. Thinke that God ſpeaks 

Tarts 4.5. to thee in' St. /amerhis phraſe , clenſe your thoughts ye ſin- 
ners,and-purge yout hearts,ye wantenly minded! Howlong 
frall youx unckeanc thoughts abyde with and within you? 
| > & Know 
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Know you not that Imaginations are the firſt moover of 
the whole frame of corrupt Nature? If they moove,mialt not 
all inferiour ones 4ance after their Pipe? And tell mee, when 
Satan fires the whole man , whither doth he inje& firſt his 
fireballes? Is it not into the thoughts ? If he would'tempt , 
accuſe, terrifie, how-goes he to worke but by-rayſing up a 
commotion in the thoughts? And in what part is hell fire 
kindled in the damned?IS it not firſt in the thoughts ? ' Keep 
then thy thoughts withall diligence 1 Foreſtall Satan and 
uncleannes by good thoughts,chaft, pure,contrary thoughts; 
let the Chambers of the thoughts be prepoſlefſed with theſe 
gueſts: & they, will ſparre the doorc from ſuch encroachers. 
Eſpecially if the pure ſpirit bee the uſherer ob themin ,” by 
the word. | 
Thirdly', abhorre all thoſe curſed colors, and mafflers of Jo 
this fin : whichthe fertile heart , can deviſe abundantly , to Things to be 
alleniate and leſſen this fin ! The Heart is the forge of all _ J 
theſe tricks , and evaſions. If the Lord have called thisfin pc: of, 
lo terrible; let it bee enough to thee ; abhorre the Divells ; 
hgleaves; & beholdthe filth of this 6kirte with deteftation. 
Blaynch it not over with thy.Nature, ( that worlt of all) the 
propenſion of thy conſtitution, the ftrength of allurements, 
the difficulty of-preſerving thy ſelfe, the Generality of the 
fin, the ſlighty opinion of the Multitude. Abhorre theſe 
cordially , or elſe the fin abides ſtill, under diſpenſation and 
connivence. Then fourthly , as touching other inward fo- 
menters of luſt , (of which I breefly ſpeake becaufe T have FL 
prevented my felte1n the point of Chaſtity before) Abhorre All inward fo- 
thy covers and ſhelters , hepe of impunity,hiding thine un- menters. 
cleannes under theſhrowd of a married! whore gor of thy 
wicked friends and Abettors;ſuch as the Devill wi rayſe up 
to ſticke tothee ,'or any ſach as for a baſe bribe, will ayde 
thee ,and keepe thee'from-open ſhame ; Such impurity being 
foreca(t in the minde is: a hardner of the Adulterer in his 
fin: Abhorre a luskifh laſy heart , that delichts incaſe and 
ydlenes, loath ſoftnefle, efteminatenes and impurity of ſpirit, 
(a throughfare tor luſt ) | Alſo unarmedneſle- of the Soule, 
lying, open agd-. expoſed to. occaſion , empty; ſwept and 
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garniſht, fit for the next Devill that comes: Abkorre raſhnes 
and unſtayedneſſe , which will en the ſuddeine betray thee, 
to the occaſions of luſt. Renounce all ſelfconfidence, and 
ventrouſnes upen thy ftength,as rather ſcoruing to be ſnared, 
then tumbly fearing ſnares, (for Alas 1 poore worme, who 
art thou,if left to thy ſelfe ?:) Know this, that luſt will give 
{mall warning,it.comes as & torrent;as the neceſſity of an ar- 
med man: There is the ſame mettal in thee,which is in others; 
and they are ſooneſt ſnared, who feare leaſt. 

Beware of ſeflove,which gives it ſelfe Allowance of the 
largeſt file, as loth to deny it ſetfe nothing which it covets, 
__ counting nothing toe pretions, ne Lberty or delight too 
deare for itſelfe; Abandon inconftancy and giddines of 
ſpirit , whick cannot ſtandits owne ground , nor reſt in one 
place, cleave to-one taske, For the bent of ſpirit to one 
ſettled objeR, ſtudic , calling, or lawſull objeR, will divert 
the vaine minde from frothic fancies, and ideas of uncleane 
thoughts, companies,and allurements. | A ſpirit whoſe banks 
runne fall of employ ment,will hardly be unſettled: but holdes 
Satan at (tavesend.Aske thy gadding,roaving heart, whither 
ſhe will, whence ſhee comes, and what is her bufines , ( as 
watchmen do Roagues ) Examine the ground and warrant 
of thy journeys, travailes , errands, and wandrings up and 
downe,forſaking thy ſtation,and family: Setthy kinfeto thy 
throate , ifthou beean Athenian, dayly _— after new 
places, companies, pleaſures, meetings, and delight? And 


whatſoever favors of carnall and ſenſuall defire, knew it 
cannot, butthreaten miſcheefe , and diſpoſſeſſe thee of thy 
watch: I ſpeakeftillofſuch, as in. appearance have given 
their nagpes to Chriſt, even theſe, (tor I Judge none , let 


every judge himſelfe ) have ſo ſarre taken liberties to 
themſelves,in the brink, thatthey have fallen into the water. 
One of them ance much pleaſing; himfelfe in admiring the 
features and beauties of women ,: andftroaking the checkes 
of one with Wantonneſſ.:, was by his wiſer nezghbour war- 
ned therof,ſaying, Theſe crimſon faces(fo he cald them)will 
{adly coſt you the ſetting ongone day: andfo it fell out foon: 
after ; for ſuchan aſperſion was1foene after caſt upon him, 

N (whether 


DL ——— 


The Appendix. 


whether true from man , or juſt with God) as brought his 
hoary head to the grave with forrow. Toteach all ſuch gnats 
to beware haw neere they fly to the candle, left they bee 


burnt. 


And thus mnch for inward abhorrings : As touching ont- 
ward, I will repeat nothing before faid , in the chaſtity of *"! ©» 


.* 
ward 


Prevention; onely, whatſoever occaſion, threatens any af- te MPLations, 


front to the fort of Chaſtity ,and the preſerving of the whole 
man tm integrity and honour, renounce it. And ſomuch 


for the firſt of the fonre heads of counſell againſt this 
finne of uncleannefle , to wit , Abhorring of ſomewhat, be 
ſpoken. 


The ſecond counſell is , to meditate of fomewhat. And $.cn4 Coun. 
whereof? Surely of ſuch things as might helpe to quaſh and (11. 


quell Juſt : and that partly concerning the finne it ſelfe, and Meditate of 
partly the penalties thereof. And both theſe ſpecialls of Me« ſomewhat. 


ditation , muſt be attended with two PRs in generall. 
Firſt, that this meditation be wiſe, and ſecondly, that it bee 


deepe. Firſt I ſay, wiſe : fer I would have this noted, that 2. Properties 


ſome things are of thatnature , that ſome kind of muſing of vt ir. 


them, israther an incenſing of the heart unto the ſinne, then *: - maſt be 


any checking thereof. As are all ſuch evills, as border upon 
the ſenſnall appetite , and concupiſcible faculty : of which 
ſort <ſpecially is this ſinne of uncleannefſe. Many com- 

laine, that they muſe much, of the odiouſneſſe therof, that 
fo they might abherre 1t. But they finde it more and more 
to follow their hand; and to ſnare their ſpirit. And ſo the 
remedy proves much worſe then the diſeaſe. And it fares with 
ſuch, as it doth with two men at variance : who put their 
quarrels to comprimiſe : But when wiſe men ſhould ſet them 
at one,they fall on ripping up all circumſtances of unkindnes, 
. offered each toother,that they part worſe enemies then they 
met,and fo make the wound incurable.Sohere,men meditate 
of the ſenſiall and carnall occuerents of this ſinne, their baſe 
meetings, words, geſtures, unchaſte lookes and aQs, under 

retence of 2 purpoſe more fully to deteſt and abhorre them: 
Fat / this meane,the divel caſterh fixe into the drie powder 
vf their contupiſcence ,. andinflamect them'to it the Ws 
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"_Thereaſon is, becauſe the ſenſe and ficſhly familiarity of the 
thoughts, doe prevaile againſt the ſpirituall hatred thereof, 
So it fares in other temptations, of an hideous nature, as A- 
theiſticallthoughts againſt the Majeſty of God , or blaſphe- 
mous thoughts againſt the Scriptures , or the eſſence, and 
Attributes of God : the baſeneſle whereof the more we plod 
upon, ( cſpecially while Satans wild kre 18 in the ſpirit ) the 
more we are ſnared ther:-with. Therefefe 1n ſuch c. ſes as 
theſe , the practice of Eli/pa to the ſervant of fehoram, is to 
be followed : Wee mult pray againft the tenacity thereof, 
and force our ſelves to handle ſuch thoughts roughly at the 
doore ; and jn no ſort to give place to them : as knowing 
their Maſters feet is not farre behind them. Tofle not thoughts 
off and on, about paſſages, which tickle the fancy, and wind 
in deeplier into it, then it can bee rid thereof, yea though 
they were molt irkeſome to it : But take up the ſinne in the' 
whole lumpe and bundle : muſe of the bitter roote whence 
Pial. 51. it comes,as David did,in his Meditations : Incenſe thy ſoule 
againſt the bedy of corruption , whence it flowes , that 
wherein thy Mother conceived thee ; and thence deſcend 
to the fruits of it, as , the wound which it leaves upon the 
conſcence, the wrath of God, which it pulls upon it ſelfe ; 
the curſe of it, how it makes allthe ſoile barren, blaſtes 
and waſtes the grace of God, or the leaſt ſhew of any : 
Keepe it thus at ſtaves end , but tamper not much with 
pitch, leſt we be defiled. Such unwiſe meditation is not wa- 
ter-toquench, but oile to encreaſe the flame. 
2. Propertie. Secondly, let this meditation be deepe an4 folemne, both 
- 05 og about the properties and the penalties of this ſinne. Touch- 
he 9 9608 ties 10g the former, the firſt meditation about it is, how ſpirituall 
and penalties. a Wickednefle it is, eſpecially under the Goſpell. Its like As- 
I. ſaloms jnceſt commited ſhameleſſely in the ſight of the Sun ; 
Of he {p\:iru before all Iſrael. It doth not onely fan againſt morall light * 
ajneſi; ct ihis of the naturall conſcience, but alſo againſt the grace of 
anne, God; and the remedy offered therby. For the grace of God 
hath appeared to all, and teacheth them to denie all ungod- 
lineſle, and fleſhly Juſts , and tolive ſoberly, godly and purc- 
ly in this preſent world. Davids adultery was, a moral] ; oo, 
ut 
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bue yet inſeparable from ſpirituall wickedneſle : for he re- 
ſiſted conſcience in point (not of morall light onely, as any 
heathen might doe ) but of grace, and mercy from God , 
teaching him to abhorre it, Yea, this very thing was the 
thing that made the Lord ſo ſeverely puniſh it , both then 
and after; even becauſe hee fought againſt his {piricuall 
light, embracing a luſt, and the ſweet of a baſe heart, with 
the loſſe of that ſweet mercy of God, which he had taſted : 
Yea, againſt that ſweet communion with God, which hee 
had formerly «<njoyed : both which hee knew would bee 
waſted hereby, as alf » that hereby the 1pitit of God was dif- 
pleaſed and vexed with this rebellion, and the effects there- 
of, and hs conſcience gulled downe and defiled with (en- 
ſuality and.ſecurity , yea hardned by the deceitfulnefſe of 
ſinne ; And hereby the enemies of God were cauſed to blaſ- 
pheme God, his worſhip and the generation ofthe righte- 
@us. For our better conceiving of this point ( in my judge- 
ment the moſt weighty of all to gaſter a ſoule from ſuch Abo- 
mination ) let us obſerve, how the holy Ghoſt hath deſcri- 
bed it. Read and ponder that Heb, 3. 12. where the Apoſtle 


in effec tells us, that this 1s the nature of all finne come = 


mitted againſt the light, and # hath theſe degrees ; as the 
words doe exprefle. Take heed, left there be 1n any of you, 
an evill heart of unbelecte , to depart from the living God , 
but exhort one another, lilt you be hardned by the deccit- 


tulnefle of finne, Marke ; firlt there is an evill heart of averſ- 8p; of ſp'ri. 
neſle from God, and enmity, or alicnation from God, in each cuall tine, 


child of old Adam. Thus David confeilceth himfelte guiltic 


I, 


hereof, in committing Adultery. Secondly, this being un- Anev:Il heart, 


ſu. dugd in the ſoule by the word , breaketh out 1nto out- 


- 


aw * 


ward and morrall evills, as ill humors in the body,into foares Evi'l workes. 


and botches. So ſaith our Saviour, anevill man, out of the 
evill treaſure of his heart brings torth evyll things; for out of 
the heart proceed all ſuch draffe : thats the neſt and furge of 
them all, Both theſe make the heart, an evill heart, = 
Thirdly , this evill heart and theſg evill workes , become 


en 


evill workcs of unbefeete | That is, whereas God hath or- dobclccfe, 
deined a bleſſed remedy of pardon and clenling of both, loe, 
| f | Aaa the 
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heart, 


the love of an evill keert to her evill workes will not ſafer 
jt to parte with them , but chuſeth rather to forſake mercy jt 
ſelfe. They that embrace lying vanities, forſake their owne 
mercy. Andour Savior plainly , This is the condemnation 
of the world, thatlight came into the world : But leved 
darknes rather then light, becauſe their workes were evill. 
Icſus Chriſt receaved by faith , would have deſtroyd ſnch 
workes. But men loving them, and that darkenes - which 
nouriſht them , more then light , they added drunkennesto 
thirſt, that is unbeleefe,to morral fins. And fo fins which at- 
the firſt were but dipped in the colour of Nature,beeing died 
in graine by contempt of light, became ſpirituall evills; con- 
ſiſting ip a treacherous refuſall of grace, that it might nouzle 
it ſclfe in ſin more and more, which by embracing of grace, 
it might have beene rid of. So that this unbeleefe,defending 
it ſelfe , inthe practiſe of darknefle , cauſeth the ſoule to be 
guilty of horrible villany againſt the grace of God, and rhat 
ſpirit of Chriſt , which effceth it ſelfe to purge and waſh it 
from ſin. | 

Fomnthly , by this meanes there followes a Deluſion and 
Defilemcm: of the foule:by the ſweetnes and deceitfullneſſe 
of ſin. That is,a Deſertion of the ſoule,wherby its left by the 
juſt tan1 of Ged,to the errovr of her own Way,& Cheyce:to 
bee +$ it deſired to bee: ſo, that it becomes of avoluntarily, 
2 neccefarily ſeduced heart,thinking cvilltobe good, feeding 
upon aſhes , as a petverted appetite will do npon coales, or 
chalke; it ſuffers conſcience to be blindfolded and baffled, 
and the accuſing power thereof,to become a defiled power; 
{o that though 1t know fin ro be fin, (as this of Adwlrery; yet 
beeing luld afleepe upon Dalile lap,it feeles no ſting , but 
dreames of caſe, as Sawſomand David, whodifferd not in 
this from Balaam, ſave onely in this that the ſpirit ſuſteind 
and reſerved their jucegments,that they ſinned not upon the 
laſt practicall underſtanding , and choice of free will,but by 
prevention and temptation ;, But to their owne ſenſe , they 
had ſhaken off the ſpirit. 

Fifthly,from hence proceeds hardning of heart in the ſin, 
againlt the recourſe and checks of conſcience, Thus David, 

beeing 
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beeing once defiled and ſnared, fo that he could go neiches 
backward. nor forwerdsbe grew {o hardned,that he reſolved 
apo al thole waies,wherby his fin might be cancealed,exte» 
nuated , defended , and that with odious Circumftances; 
which what wag it fave { as muchss in himlay ); topur off 
the ſpirit of God, andto fulhll his luſt , providing that he 
might not be unſettled. And laſtly ,(in ſome uncleane ones, 
although the Elec cannot goe fo farre ) hence proceeds a 
departing from the living God , a diſabling of the ſpirit from 
returning back to him ogninainnng an heart which cannot. ,,,,, .1;ving 
mourneielent &,repent:& ſo finally a pewring foorth of the Gog, 
heart to all other ſin, without controll,or reſtretat ; yea ſome 
go ſo farre herein, that they fight not onl ”__ the revea - 
lag light ofthe ſpirit but againſt the fpirit ir ſelfe, outof » 
malice : And what wonder,it the reſtreyning power ofthe _ 
ſpirit be taken from ſuch as have deſpiſed the faving power 
of it? Now,to gather up all into one, how wofull an hazard 
doe all they run, as play the uncleane beaſts under the cleere 
light of the Goſpel ? How do they lay the ſtumbling blocke 
of their owne iniquitics before themſelves? For although [ 
deny not a pollibility of returning , ſo long as the ſpirit is 
greeyed onely, except it be deſpited alſo, yet who knoweth 
how farrc he may go in his deſcent, beeing not ableto ſtop 
himſclfc? And as for the Ele , how many Cons themſelves 
upon it, till they proove errant hypocrites? This Meditation 
cherfore, let all ſuch ponder deeply, who are given :o ſlight 
this ſin} what Go1 may do for ignorant ones ( as Paxl .,Tim.r, 
ſpcakes) I ſay not (though we ſce but few of theſe re- 
peat-) But for them, that fan wilfully after light, its far 
WOICc, 

Alccond objec of meditation, againlt this fin, is the Pe= \,. 
cuylarnefle of it from other fins. That of the Apoſtle js no- Th ings to be 
table for this, fly fornication:why? All other fins parte from meditated of, 
the bodie, this abidesin it; whatschat? Other fins of wrath, che peculiar- 
theft , ſwearing, the like, abide net in, but paſſe away from (ef of this 
the inſtrument aRing them; (I ſay not in guilt but in at of *** 
cleaving 3 But this of nncleannefle as it leaves nolefſe ſcarre 
in the Body thenthcy,(rather more Yo itleaves a far _m_ 
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and mere leathſome ſtayne in the body : caufing it tobee x 
more yrkeſome dwelling for the ſpirit of God , to bee more 
loathſome to it ſelfe, and beare markes in the open fight of 
others of it owne filthines. If God then have ſet ſucha mark 
of this fin upon the bodie,as upon no other: and now much 
more then when Pax! ſpeakes; if other fins (in comparin 
are without, but this within it : others by the body out of 
the body , this by it, and init : that is, it is a more reall and 
bodily ſin,requiring more of a ſinner for the perfecting of it, 
then others, yea forfeiting a peece of the body , tn the com- 
mitting of it ; how odious isit ? Againe, if it bee a more ful- 
ſome vice, and hardlier waſht ou: (as vefore hath beene ſaid) 
If it ſhut God out ef his Temvle, yea, out of Porch and all : 
I concinde, it tehooves all, to &eware leſt they Cenceive 
that 2 more light ſin then others, which God haih branded 
with-more pecultarnefſe then others. 1 do noc here ſpeake 
of that loathſomnefle which followes the act : of that be- 
fore; Bur I fay , The Lord loathes theſe leprous walles; what 
ſhould ſuch a one have to doe with Prater, Reading, Hea- 
ring,Sacraments,whoſe lips, eys,handes, whole fleſh is de- 
fled with this fin? Who ſcesnot the unſutableneſſe hereof? So 
that as the leper ws wont to be ſhut out of company,tohave 
his lipsſ{-wn up,{carſe ſuffred to breath,& totry out,unclean; 
{o here. This ſinner ſhuts out himſclt trom Godin that he can- 
not approachto him with any member without athſomnes. 
] ſpeak not this co exclude any penitent fromthe free grace of 
Cod(thongh God who gives each penitent, grace, grves not 
each ſinner to be Penitent: )for Rahab, Bathfheba,T amar,yea a 
worſe th al, Mary Magdalen found mercy,& fo recoverd the 
honour of cach member: but I ſpeak how odious the ſim 13, in 
peculiar. Let it therefore bee a ſecond Meditation againlt it. 
Thirdly meditate of that woful ſeperation which it makes 
tarvardly,det wixt God and the foule, Few ſee this. But if 
union with God, be the roote of all other Priviledges, and a 
reſtoring vs to our integrity : what then is ſeperation from 
him, and cucting off from the fountain,ſave a curſe ? Now, 
who ſo is one with an harlot is cut off from God : For how 
Cana man beeat once 2 member of an'barlot,and.amember 


of 
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of Chriſt ? Know you not,that who ſo is one with Chriſt, is 

one ſpirit ? And what is he then, who is one With an harlot? 

Can he,with and in the ſame ſpirit, be united to one and to 0+ 

ther at the fame time? Doth he not , what lieth in himſelfe to 

disjoynt himſelfe for ever from God , who is joined with an 

whore? Is itfo eafy to unlinke the chayne of uncleannes, 

and to be knitto God ,, who is once. enchained in the band 

of this{in? Or,can there be communion and influence matn- 

teyned with God, while fellowſhip continues with Harlots? 

Is purenefle and filthines , ſo eaſily reconciled ? A fpirit of 

of holines , with a ſpirit of Adulterie ? What communion 
between Chrilt and Belia/? Or, how can two walk together, 

except agreed? If then the fpirit be ſadded,and grieved, what - 

joy can it have to walke with the foule? Where was Davies 
fclowtihip with God beco.ne, when he had dealed himſclt? 

with what a conſcience (thinke wee) did he walke 2 What 

peace, J97, going 1n and out with God, had hee? Or, why 

doth he ſo crave for the ſpirit, and for waſhing, and renu-d 

grace, ſave that he felt them withdrawne from him? And,it 

the Spirit of Chrilt be gone, what is the Name of Chrilt and 

of Communion, worth? Perhavs many an Adulterer pleaſeth 

himſclte in this, that he 1s not yet caſt out from the church! 

But why is he not caſt our? 1s Gods judgment changed ? 

Where then 1s that cenſure become , of which Paul ſpeaks 

0{, That ye been; gathered together with my (pizit1a the 1.Cor. x. 
Name of the Lord Tefus, deliver {uch an one, (anuncleane 
wretch)unto Satan, for the deſtruction of the fleth, that his 

{oule may be faved,in the day of the Lord Tcfus. Is not here 
lolemae excommunication againſt ' uudcleannes urged 2 
Neither let any cavill and ſay, This was in'a Caſe 0 high 
degree of this 111. For Gods netres take all open finners,in And from the 
foul kinds, be rhe degrees what they may: What elſe meaneth Church byEx- 
that ſpeech, Withdraw your ſclves froin every brother, who ger rn 
walketh inordinately? How ? Except, by the cenſure,ex- fliacs or dc- 
communicating him from-Communion of Sacraments, and ſerved. 
ſecrzt fellowſhip? Thus oacc it was : But the ſin of man 
interverting the: Cenſure, difanulles not the Ordinance 
If ſich bce not caſt. out ,- the greater 1s the (ſhame of 
| Aaa 3 negleaters 
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Negledters ,, and the offendey hath the greater weong, 

d ſay, that he bee not formally caſt out by. Diſcipline 

hath hee not really calt out hindſelte by his Deſert? As ke 
once ſayde of his Bookes, That they were publiſhed, and 
they were not, in effect : for nene Could underſtand, or be 
the better for them; fo ſay 1. They are in Communien, and 
they are not: locally, by intruſion, not ſpiritually, not by ac- 
ccptation, ſo that ( ſave for his pleaſing himſelfe ſinfully) he 
15 never the better for it. Fer why * Doth not Conſcience 
within tell him , All who would thrive by the Ordinances, 
muſt caſt up their gorge? So ſauh Pexer, Caſting out all ſuper- 
Auity , as new borne babes, covet the ſincere milk of the 
he ſpirit of word to grow by ? And, are not all things uncleane to the 
God Excom- uncleane? Poth not ſuch a mans ſpirit ſay to him, as God to 
municates him £/ya,what doſt thou here El'a? Why takeſt thou my word 
1m the Court . (pure as my {elfe ) into thy mouth, bating to be reformed? 
ef hzowne Mjniſter into thy mouth, hearer into thine cares, beeing both 
PII, - 5 thy body and ſpirit polluted ? Can wrath or doubting (as 
the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks )hinder the lifting up of pure hands, 
and muſt not an uncleane conſcience much more? Can ſuch 
a ſwine, comming into the Aﬀembly to Sermon , or Sacra- 
ment, thinke himſclfe to bee 1nhis place ? DPoth he not tell 
bimſclfe,a Stewes,an whores boſome arc fitter for thee,then 
ſuch a place as Gods houſe ? Now , if outward Communion 
(which yer many a ſinner will buy with tus monty , or thruft 
himſelfe into boldly ) bee ſounproperfor him , what then is 
Communion with the Graces of God, with his Saints, 
with the Duties of both Tables ? Hath ſuch an one any joy 
in his ſoule,peace with God, delight in his Service, exercitc 
of graces , as ſcale,faythe, mecknes, compaſſion, patience? 
Q; can he lay claime to an holy example ? Are not theſe 
ickeſome obgzeRs toſuch , more ht to teare them in peices ts 
thinke themſelves cut off,then to comfort them 41 So then let 
this bee # meditation of great weight, to gaſter the ſouls 
from all uncleannefle, or to hwmblc zt becing fallen,to confi- 
dgr, what a Gulfc it ſgts betweene the Lord, and the ſoule, fo 
that one cannot come at the other. And,woe bee to him, 
rhat is alone ] Al} ordinances, sll dutics,all graces, ns | 
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thas to him, If God helpe not,how can 1 helpe thee, with the 
Barne, orthe wineprefſe ? Influence being wanting , pre- 
ſence gone, What can ſecond comforts availe ? Doe not 
all ifſue from union with the head ? Doe not all Conduit- 
comforts riſe and fall with the fountaine ? Except then,thou 
careft not for God, for his ſpirit , or Chriſt, beware of un- 
cleanneſſe. For that laies all Channels of the ſpirit dry, 
embarrens the ſoule of all heavenly ſavour : making it, 
2S Carelefle to have it,as it iSempty of it. And theſe three may 
ſerve for a ſhort diſcription of the nature of this ſinne , and 
how wee may derive Arguments from thence, to deterre us 
from it. Now to the penalties. 

Touching which, they are cither ſpirituall, or outward. Secondly he 
For the former, the Reader may partly gather what the ſpi- Puit mediate 
rituall burthen is , which God lates upon it, by that , which *! the pg 
before I ſaid of the nature ofit : For, if it be {odefiling, and *** 919 00 
hardning a finne, and ſo ſeldome is found in the way of re- 
pentance, who ſhould notbe afraid of iu? Who is fo ſtupid , 
as, ſecing a drov : of Adulterers going tewards the den of the = 
Dragon ( the Divell I meane ) with their foreſteps , and 1c. eig. 
obſerving ſe few backſteps comming from thenceward , ly arv, k .nxcs 
would thinke ary other, ſave that there they were devoured? diſabling the 
And,who would dare to hafard himſelf upon ſuch a point,as Sianer from 
whether he ſhould come backe from thatpit, from which its "is 
ten to on if any at all returne? Thac heathen Philoſopher Xe- 
wocrates,may teachus wiſedome herein: who was a Stoick of 
moſt exaQ Chaſtity and morallity : He, having read to his 
ſcholers deep Letures of auſterity , and abſtinence from all 
pleaſures; ſeeming to his Scholers te ſpeak more then he had 
ſtrength to performe : was attempted by them, what he was: 
they got an harlot of cxquiſit beauty, and laid her in his bed, 
to provoke him to folly. But he,according to his rules,abhor- 
ring the temptation, anſwered them , he would not buy re- 
pentance at ſo deerea rate : Surely, if he who had no more 

toloſe, ſave his morrall conſcience, and feared , leſt the for- 
feit thereof, would prove ſo irrecoverable ; what ſhould we 
Chriſtians ſay who have ourſoules to loſe , what ſhould it 
profit, to winne the world and lo{e them ? or what ſhall bee 
given. 
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given in exchange of them? And, having no hope ofrees- 
vering repentance any more , how ſhould they tremble at 
ſo greataloſſe? In one word , this I fay , that this figne 
bath a wetull ſpirituall giddineſſe and drunkenneſle annex- 
ed unto it, diſabling the ſinner from laying it to heart, EeXCept 
ſtrange mercie prevent him ; ſo that as Salomon ſpeakes, in 
comparing the two ſexes, ſo may I ſay, in comparing theſe 
with other ſinners, I have ſeenc of them, one of a thouſand 
to repent, but of this, ſcarſe one of a thouſand. Its the Lords 
courſe: to give over theſe ſinners to their haunt and cuſtome, 
Its ſaid of Queene Tomyrs, that having overcome Camby/es 
a bloody Tyrant in battell, and furpris'd his perſon, ſhe cut 
cff his head, and fous'd in a barrell of blood, ſaying , fſatiate 
thy ſelfe , with that whereof thou haſt beene alway ſo in- 
fatiable. So faith the Lord to the Adulterers, ſince fleſhly 
plcaſure hath beene that which thou haſt alway ſo hunted 
after; fill thy (clte with it for ever, Split thy ſoule againſt the 
rocke and [tone-wall of my ſeventh Command, at which 
thou haſt ſo ſtumbled ;.let that grind thee in peeces. This 
curſe of God, ſealing up the heart of the Adulſterer, gives 
him over, to his owne (infull ſweetneſle ; ſo that, the ſurfer 
thereof, doth to waſt,and embezell the ſpirit of ſuch an one, 
that he walkes up and down ſtaggering in the drunken plea» 
ſure of his uncleannefle ; he is quite aſlcepe as fona under 
the hatches; It any of Gous Marriners ( MiniſtersI meanc) 
cry out, Ariſe thou Adulterer, call upon God, aud pray ,it pol- 
hbLly this tempeſt of wrath may bee prevented; Alas | 
hee is as that fcllow upon the top of the malt , ready to 
topple ito the Sca and yet neither awakes, nor fearcs any 
Car. ger, 

- Once I knew ( andtill there bee ſome alive, who will 
bearc me witnefle ) a moſt ocious Adulterer , of ſeventy 
'care old, who having long conſumed his ſtrength with har- 
Lots, ( 2s he in the Proverbs ) waſted himſclfe and all; at lat 
bring laid jn a barne ( gooa enough for him ) for no jnan 
could cngure the ycrmin and favour which came from his 
rotten body., was requeſted thus, Porger ( fo was his fore» 
Bane) call upon Lad ;, he replyed, with his ordinary ou 
IEG - Pox 
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Pox and -woundes, is this a time to pray ? thus ke ſpake at | 
death: All his life long,the ſeaſon of Prater,and Repenting, 
was nct come? And new at his death, le, its gone 1 As he 
merrily ſayd of Marriage , either its not. yet time, or pajt 
time! Oh! its juſt with God to bereave ſuch of all liit to 
apprehend any found notion of their miſery ! they are held 
off, from capableneſle to mourne after Go1; and ina follow- 
ing deceipt offin, even to death. I heardoncean Oxford M-.B-1. 
man of worthy, Memory in a Sermon relate of two ſtudents 
of eminent parts 11 that Vniverſity, who were ſunke in a 
brutiſh Cuſtome of Tobacco, and Sacke, and then, into a 
loathſome babite of uncleane Pleaſures, and intime , grew 
Into ſachaſlaviſh Impotency of {pirit in thoſe waies; that 
when Neceſſity urged them toreturne to their Chambers , 
they:could not there reſt, till they had pitchr a new meeting, 
and ſo anather ; till in time they grew lo enfeebled and palt 
all fenſc of Sobricty , that with their pipes and Pots at their 
mouthes, they were taine to be had into their beddes, and (ov 
miſerably died. Alas no wonder 1 If drinke and riot alone 
candoit, how much more when luit is added to it, as a 
threefold cord not ealily broken ? Both (treames meeting in 
one Channel,to overflow the bankes ? This 1s that Arrow of 
God ſhot through the livor of all ſuchuncleane ones;to be fo 
enthralled to their luſt , that all ſap of the ſpirit is dried up , 
and a kingdome of unclcannes ſet up in their hearts and bo- 
dies,to carry them beyond all hope ofrepenting. Mule of 
this ſeriouſly , if thou wouldeſt roote up the love of luſt and 
kindle a deadly fewd with 1t,never to be razed out. 

Teuching the outward Penalties, what ſhould I ſay ? Or M1-iration of 
What can I adde to that I have already {aid of Gods Judg the rempo;all | 
ments againſt this {11? Looke to the foriner doFcine. Onely penzlc1 v of 
I adde this Exhortation, Suffer not thy felfe (when thou rea» ©5e it 
deſt the judgments of God,againlt rhe Name,body,nerſon of 
an uncleane wretch) to paſle away without Meaitation, till 
they have wrought thy heart to aduec avhorring therof: yet, 
leſt I might ſceme tomention this point for aothing , let 
me adde one outward Penalty to all the former , and that is, 

That even Repentance it ſelfe is _ able wholly to wath off 
b the 
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the ſtaine of this ſin,from the Committers of it, Sachs the 
wounde that thoſe men giveto theName of God;higreligion 
and truth do ſuffer ſo deadly by their meanes, that God in 
juſtice ſuffers them to expiate it by an outlaſting infamy. 
This was Gods threat to David, Taon halt made the Ene- 
mies of God to bla{pheme,therfore, lo, the fword ſhall never 
depart from thy houſe , nor reproach from thy name. That 
ſame text which ſhall moſt eternize thee for a man accor- 
ding to Gods heart: ſhall againe crockethee , ſaying , Save 
in the matter of Barhſeba: Thats a back blow: yet jult, for he 
thought his ſecret conveyance would cover all, but he faw 
not this; That th= thing he had done, difpleaſed the Lord : 
therfore he mult feeleit to his ſmart ! His repenting God 
knew :but yet that muſt not ſerve to quit him ef a worke of 
ſorrow,as before I noted. He that comitteth folly with a wo- 
man , is deftitute of underſtanding : his blot ſhall never goc 
out. Courts »f men,abfolve fuch from all aſperfions,but when 
they are white and fayre inthem , they are foule and blacke 
in Gods. No time,no concealment of witneſſes, no dwel- 
ling farre off,no oaths of purging,n> brides mult ever looke 
to doe it , when as Repentance cannot doit. Who ſhould 
1magine a poſſibility of it,ſecing what the name of David, 
Lot, Salomon, till this day, ſuffer for 111 As a blur in faire cam- 
brique, ſo is this alway cait upon him as his ſhame.God doth 
not uſually upbrayde his people: But this healway caſts him 
inteeth withall: yet this Caution] adde by the way,lIt isnot 
lawfull hereby,to condemne whom God hath juſtited : but 
to cover it rather for our parts : But for caution to others, 
the Lord will rather make a Record of it, and hang it on 
the file, then it ſhalbe forgotren. And when we heare the 
uncharitable imputations of men, fret not at them , but ſay , 
God isin it, he will cep it on foot: he will checke the ſoule 
with it, and cauſe the guilty therof to poſeſſe the (in of their 
youth, as ſob did. If God ſhall conceale the ſhame of any , 
guilty of this fin, let them prayſe him, and make an end ot 
all in his privy Chamber of mercy and Repentance,that ſo his 
open judiciall proceeding in court may be ſtopped. Let 
this alſo adde ſome weight of terror , and divorce thee from 
this 
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this ſin2whip theſlavesbacke with this rod: But the ſon will 
be drawne by love. So much fot this ſecond of Meditation. 

The third and laftis, to praftiſe fomewhat. And this is 
the mayne of all other heIpes, torid tis of this miſcheefe, Third Conn- 
And it conſilts of ſundry. particulars. Touching all which , {1 P-+o1Gng 
let the Reader underſtand ; that: they properly concerne "ft 
{ach'as have teene aftually defled with uncleannefle in one 
kind or other. And theſe men,are either guilty of their Crime, 
during their eſtate of 1gnorance and unregeneracy ; or elle, 
fuch as have revolted from that grace , which they have. | 
(either ſoundly,or ſeemingly) rectived. To both, I would | WEI. oy 
give ſomeadvile ; and firft ro the former. To that then, pz. 
Which hath beene abundantly ſpoken of the Terrors of God 2.5... 
againſt this ſin, let this only be added, That allthoſe men , I. 
whoſe hearts God ſhall touch for it, doeliy them cloſe to Svch as are 
their hearts,that as that pearking prelumptuous eſabel was gil'y aus 
mer with and picrced in the fitth rip by Abzers ſpearezlo may 
theſe wild creatures be,tn their venrrous provoking of God. Oe : 
Surelic, ſuch a giddy lightnes is in every uncleane heart : yea cvght ſion ter: 
the religious: they cannot be 1olid, when as they would, (they ble themlelves 
are(o drunken with this fin) except thelaw, or elſe that old for it, 
Simeon {peakes of, which mult open and let out the thoughts 
of n11ny hearts, do let ont theſe wild and unbrideled affeRti- Luc. 1. 
ons. And,as that A/abel,2.$am.2.being once darted through, 
was tame enough , and ftopt in his wantonnes ; ſo ler thy 
foule be earneſt with God to ſtep owt of his ordinary way, 
ro make an high fence and ſharpe hedge of Thornes,(which 
he doth nt for few in this kind ) yea to fer an Angell 
before the doore of that harlot , ſhaking a ſword, that thou 
mayP tho' more venture to returne. This will not bee, 
till a fire-bee thruſt into thy foule, to feele the intolerable 
wrathe of God, upon all Whoremongers ; which may ſo - 
ſting ther , that, as a man ſcalt or burnt , hath ſmall joy or 
mirch', fo rhe feeling of thy ſelfe in rhe ſuburbs of hell, may 
caufe thee to feele finall liſt or edge , to thy former occupa- 
fion!HellCmy freind)is nv paynted fire on the wall,(ſach as 
thou ſceſt in Alchouſes to make drunkards merry ) butis 
kindied with the breath of God ,. who hath vowed to bee a 
WEEe Bbba terrivle 
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terrible juige , and conſuming, fire to.all;defilers: of them- 
ſelves with whores or harlots, ſingle.,,or married ; ;FEt, En» 
treat him, that this terror of tus , may not be extreeme and 
deſperate, (as kis was of whomT laſt ſpake ) cnding in vi- 
olent laying of hands upon himſclte, and preventing of 
Repentance ; but rather braake the force.of luſt, pull down 
thy jollity, that it may bee as fad an o>jc to thee, as 
was the mwurthering ot the Lord of life to. Peters hearers , 
ACT. 2.37. 

And not onelyſo, but ſtoop and quaile under this ter- 
ror of Gud ; wee ſee, priſoners at, the barre, ' doe not Jef- 
C:0t or.quzrrell with the Iudge ; ailtheir. language 1s:con- 
{cſſion and ſupplication ; for why ? They. know the Judge 
hath themat advantage, their lives ſtand at his curteſie. Do - 
thou likewiſc. Will God judge Adalterers? Stoop then at his 
barre ; hee can fave or deltroy. Other Judges admit ap- 
peale, thenclycs any , and muſt be judged :; their jadge- 
ments may: bee queſtioned, diſannulleg, they fit bur up- 
on the breath and life of a man ; Not1ſo the Lord :: hee 
is Iudge of the high Court, a Soveraigne, , King, and 
Iudge, If hee once.paſſe ſentence, no revocation. it 
toucheth the life of thy precious ſoule ! This ſhould af- 
fright all uncleane perſons! What ſuing and ſeeking is there, 
to the Iudges of ſpirituall Courts, it they threaten but the 
ſheet ? Oh ! but heres a greater Iudge, that can damne thee 
in hcll for ever ! No bribes prevalle here : he is like that e- 
nemy of Babell, who ſhould ſcorne all gifts, and bee above 
god and ſilver. Submit therefore under his hand : confeſſc 
thy danmation is juſt : lie proſtrate upon the earth, with thy 
mouth in the duſt, and ſay, oh thouthe Soveraigne God of 
the Creatures, enemie of all uncleane wretches, if thou 
ſcnd mce te hell, I have nothing to alleadge, jf I periſh, 
I may thanke my ſelfe , thou haſt power to deſtroy 1 Trem- 
Lle at this Soveraignty, doe notquarrell, nor ſhift, with him, 
there is nothing to be pleaded ſave meere favour, I can ſay 
nothing, why the ſentence of death ſhould not be pronoun- 
ccd againſt me. | | 

Secondly , ſeeing all repentance ſtands not.in a prepara- 
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tive, go on, be earneſt with God, to give thee a glimpſ® of They mult ga- 
hope inthe Lord Telus, who-was made all finne, and this by 
naine ( not onely for Davia, but for the nature of man, and 
for thine ) and hath ſatisfied the wrath of this Iudge, that he 


might ſay, deliver him, I have accepted a ranſoume. The law 
of Moſes knew no (Uch attonement : (toning and ftrangling 
was the end of jt. As the ludge-tells fome felons, that the 
law hath no mcrcy for them: their finnes'ecxcecd it, ſo here. 

3: the Goſpel affords more grace: refulcth ro pardon no 
ſinne, n» offence, which the loule can be humbled for : 1 
grant this will vor caGly enter fo devauch't a {pirir,co dream 
of a poililility of ſuch a grace';. For, when that conſcience 
which was fo deevly berummmed,'s once ftirred tothe bottom, 
it becouics as ſealtele, a$ ever it was lenſeletle before; and 
while conſcience holds under bondage, 1:5 20 cabe thing to 
fee fuch an hope of grace by the Gotpeull. Bur yer., 13 this 
thy amafement, utter lofle and defpaire 1nthy felfe, thou iruit 
wait upon Cod, who can fſaftaine thy bottomleſle tptrit, 
from ſinking altogether ; til in due time, he open a crevis of 


lI1ghtinto thy dark dungeon. And, when it thall pleaſe iim, $4 arg cond. 


to turne thine cle towards ſome likelihood of tinding mercy, 


inthe way of promiſe ; follow tht> worke hard. It belongs Jerem. 3 2.3, 


to the hopeliilc : not to fach as turne this hope to a ſnare. 
Beg of the Lord to turne 4 terrihied heart,into a melting one: 

that it 15, which mult meuvld an uncleanc foule, to a cleane, 

and Chaſt one : no hammer can doe this : mercy malt dif- 

{olve it inthe fornace of grace. Lin not, till thou feele that 

heart, which hath beene drencht in the \weetneſle of luſt , 
to bee ſtcept in bitterneſſe , over head and eares, for thy 
wounding the Lord of life,and tus Virgin-pure fleſh,to death, 
by thy uncleannefle. Looke not upon other ſinners : thy 
ſelfe wert murderer ſutticient of his ſacred perſon : thou 
foughteſt todeſtroy his Godhead as well as his fleſh, if it had 
beene in the power of thy finne | though there had been no 
other ſinner in the world , thou hadſt beene enough. And 
ſhould thou not care ( for thy baſe luft ſake) to ill not a 
man onely, an innocent /744, but the perſon ot the Sonne of 
God? If this meltingiſpirit be wrought in thee by the ſpirit of 
F | Bbb 3 gracc 
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grace,thou ſhalt behold him, 'as pierced willingly and of his 


owne accord for thee ; who didſt aslittls deſerve it as Zu«ac 
the Traytor, but yet, ſeeing thou haſt a melting heart, which 
he wanted, and canſt with Peter, weepe bitterly , itsa ſigne 
that the curſe ſhall turne to a bleſſing ; y-a thou ſhalt ſee 
God ſo ordering the matter for thee, and Chriſt ſo pivingup 
his ſoule to the {pearespoint of wrath for thee,that thine cie 
(hall behold another ſight,that is an enwrapped hope of for- 
giveneſſe in this fatisfa&tion of his : and of life in his Reſur- 
reftion : ſo that now thine horror ſhall turne to hope. And 
know it, only this glimpſe of Sun-thine in thy dungeon of 
feare, can diſſolve thy hard heart, and prepare thee for 
pardon. : 

Thirdly , let this hope ,"rip up all the ſeames of thine un- 
cleane heart ; and all that filth which lay hid in the entra!ls 
thereof, never like to have Come tolight, had not God re- 
vealed it, and uncaſed thee. Let, I fay, this ſeed of hope dit- 


| Coverthat, which an habituall love of thy ſinr.e world have 


ſmothered for ever. For, this opening and ingenuous con- 
feſfing of thy finne, will make way for further mercy. Its 
none of thy worke , but the ſpirit of grace, that makes way 
for it. Now a franke heart is put jnto thee , to be as open, 
as ever thou wert cloſe before, yea and to take as niuch 
paines with thy ſelfe, how thou maiſt give glory ro God, 1n 
a full confeſſion, and turning up that curſed poake of fall- 
hood from the bottome , pouring out all thy ſinne, as ever 
thou tookeſt care before to ſweare thine heart to an helliſh 
ſecrecy. Its with thee, as with a woman who hath many old 
peeces of gold and jewells lying by her,which ſhe is loth to 
torgoe, although ſhee might thereby make a ſumme for the 
purchaſe of faire houſe and land, yet perhaps rather then 
quite forgoethe purchaſe, ſhe will fetch them all, and poure 
them downe upon'the table. So, when'hope of tnercy yff:rs 
it ſelfe, oh the pearle thereof ( exceeding all petty threds ) 
wil make thee treely disburden thy ſoule of Whatloever loads 
it, thy moſt beloved lufts: (I ſpealke not now of abande- 
ning the habirs of them, thars martitication follgwiog af- 
ter; butof the” Tleere intention and meaning of thy heart 
to 


YN Ne EO EO One OTST ROEIOD 


——__—_— 


The Appendrx. 375 


to abandon without any baſe holtowneffe. ) Oh I thou de- 

firelt now to fpare God a labour of proclaiming thy fin be- 

fore men and Angells ! and, if tt were meet (as it is, where 

Gods ordinance may prevaile ) thou wouldeft chute that 

place rathereſt to ſhame thy felfe tn, where the ſolemne pre- 

ſence of God, his Angels and Church are gathered together. 

Still 1 fpeake with caution, if thy finne have broken out 

publiquely : bur if thou haſt Fept it ſecret,thou art not tied to 

make thy ſelf publique: nor to take witnefle,exceptthy hard 

heart require it, to confeſle to others; for the breaking there- 

of; the reaſon 13, becauſe the way of Church-correRian for 

open fins, is one, and the Evangelicall correftion of the ſpj- 

rit of Chriſt m private is another. But uſually thefe finnes are 

open: and therefore openly to be proclaimed in coytedion, 

as itn the com.intting : If mercy have toucht thee at the heart 

never fo little , it will worke in thee, as Gods voice in the 

Whale , when ſhe vomited up 7974, upon the drie ground. 

thou ſhalt no more take care what become of thy luſt, fo thou 

maiſt be rid of it : nor who ſhame thee, ſo thou be thamed , 

and ſinne have her due ! Thou takeſt more care, how 

God way be honoured, inthe abhorring of thy rebellion : 

how others may be flaired froin the like z how thine owne 

heart may be melted upon melting : not,how thou may maiſt 

feape in an whole skinne, and lie hardened in thy ftie of un- 

clcanncfle ! No, rather ſhalllitter and whelpes , and all, be This is as their 
raked tozether, and calt ro the dunghill. I tell thee of a ſol- bringin» of 
lJemne thing , rarely feene : yetl will not ſay, I have not **r <vrions 
feene ſuch a confelling ſpirit : Ephraim had it, when thee, 
{mote upon her thie, the Publicant, the Prodgall, the Theefe aq, * © 
on the Croſſe : and here and there (as a berry left upon 

the bulh ) I have ſeene ſach as unfained Penitent, but, when 

I did fo, I never pleaſed my felfe , with any obje& like it, I 
was almoſt raviſht with it! and tooke it as areall marke of the 

Lords pardoning of it , in heaven, which was fo performed 

on earth. 

And good cauſe, for, what ſhouldſt thou care tonowriſh aq wy 

that in thy ſelfe, which wn 1-5. 71 for ever to be divor- 
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cedfrom ! Therefore, here oh Lord ( ſay thou ) comes the 
moſt 


376 
Agravation o moſt tainted Adulterer that ever lived ! Theſe were my firſt 
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haunted, ſuch baites for my luſt I maintained , ſo many baſe 
harlots, married, or fingle,l clave unto 1 Such were the pla- 
ces I frequented , the ftilthie Sonnets I ſang , the muſique, 
dauncings,revellings, and wantonnefſeI was defiled withall! 
yea, ſuch and ſuch werethe colors whereupon I hardned 
my heart in ſinne, ſuch fees, ſuch bribes, ſuch peruries, ſuch 
friends in Courts and Proto I corrupted with mony : and 
in this confuſion I had lien for ever , had not mercy caſt an 
cie upon me ! No day , no Sabbath, or ſeaſon of worſhip 
came amiſſe : nolight of conſcience could beare downe my 
ſinne ; no ſhame of world , no patience of thine, long wia- 
king at me, no good education, no hope of my friends, no 
terror by thy judgments could diflwade, I fianed againſt all, 
Here therefore, 1 uncaſe wy fſelfe oh Lord ! Againſt thee, 
thee Lord, have I donethis villany , 10 ic ſelfe morall, in me 
ſ-rituall, and in an high degree 1 I was ever tainted, even 
fromthe womb, and this my {:nne , js but one of a thouſand, 
which the forge of my heart hath ſent forth : If for this thou 
bait drown'd me 1n perdition, even 1n the aft, burying mee 
v- inthe ded of my Jutt , thou hadit beeve yult ; yea thy de- 
{erting of my ſpirit, cutting off my daics, and ſending mc into 
the hottelt place of hell, had beene Jittle enough for me ! 
Zuc oh ! if thou ſhalt waſh this ſpot away, and cleanſe me 
with hyſſop, I ſhall be whiter then the ſnow : what I am, is 
10: the thing, confuſion yelongs to me forit, its all I can 
plead ; Bur there is mercy With thee, that thou maiſt bee 
fearcd ; and ſome little hope hath opened my heart, to con- 
fſſe my ſinne _, as, rather relying upon. thy word, then 
10n My owne feares, that thou wilt deale rigorouſly , 
and , of mine owne mouth ( as thou moughtſt ) condemne 
mee } 

Fourthly, thou mult not thus walke onely with thy Pe- 
nance fagot upon thy ſhoulders, and the ſheet of thy ſhame 
upon thy backyas one ſhut out,and cxcommunicatedtrom the 
Aſſemblies, upon whoſe face thy father hath ſpit : But thou 
muſt ſet before thine eyes a double promiſe; One thus. _ 
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if the Lord ſhall once accept thee, all chy former ſins ſhall 
never bee ſo jimputed,asto caſt thee off: Looke that place in 
eres) , full of Comfort , If an harlot be divorced from her 
husband,ſhall he returne to her any more? No ſurcly.But loe, 
thou Adulterer, thou harlot,you have defiled the Bud wbich 
I made Honorable;yet,I will deale bett cr with you;returne, 
and I will accept you, ſayth the Lord ! And what upen tha ? 
Surely it ſhalbee with thee in my accompt , as if thou haglit 
never finned. The Eord will open to ſuch,a tountaine for fin 
and uncleannes ; This may ſeeme as a cable to the eye of a 
Needle! ſuch mercie for ſo graceleſſe a wretch | yes,bee en- 
couraged : forthe Lord lookes uot, at the greatneſſe of the 
ſin,(if thy Traytors heart diſtruſt him not;) but atthe expreſ- 
' fion of his owne grace, and getting himſclfe a name, in par- 
doning it ; that , where fin hath abounded, grace night a- 
bound much more. A dog will catch at this motſel},and poiſon 
himſelfe,for he will fin,to try a concluſion : But this muſt not 
calt off a poore penitent ſoule, who hath ſinned alreadie,and 
beene carried by the ſtreame of his Senſuality. Neither mult 
an hypocrite be bolſtred:nor yet the grace ofGod to his own 
fruſtrate. And ſecondly, conſider, What thou haſt beene , the 
Lord loukes not at:he beholdes thee in his Son,as waſhed, & 
purified, therfore wilbee honored , even by theſe members, 
which have molt ſerved the Juſts of thy uncleannes. The 
Lord delights to ſee it ſo, if once the property bee altred. 
Witnefle Mary Magdalene, (ſo highly honored by Chriſt, to 
bee the firſt witneſle of his Refurreayon,)and ſo enrolled in 
the book of God,that whereſoever the Goſpell ſhould come, 
her Name ſhould be honorable. How did our Lord Iefus ad- 
mit her to come to his body, and with thoſe eyes, handes, 
wherewith (hee had beheld,embraced,thoſe trefles and fore- 
locks which had allurcd ſo many uncleane lovers, yet he 
was content to be waſhed, annointed, and wiped ! what 
exceeding love is this, thusto reſtore an Adulterer to his 
bleed , and to cntertayne him , to that dignity and ſervice, 
which he had forfeited ? Try thine owne a4 this Caſe; 
no ether Medicine fave this made of the blood of Chriſt,can 
fatisfy for thy ſin, aor waſh off the guilt and ſtayne of it! 
| Ccc Beleeve 
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l Beleeve this promiſe, apply this blood, and this wilbee a 
Beleeve the true ſeed of abhorring it for ever. Fayth will - carry-theeto 
promiſe, the Croſſe of the Lord Iefus, tell thee thus, I have ſeene him 
bleed and breath out his laſt confli with wrath ; andover- 

come it, for the full expiation of thy uncleannes : if it could 

have overcome him,thou hadlt loſt the day, for ever:but ſee- 
ing ke got the viorie, thy ſin ſhall nor damne thee,fo long . 

as he prevailed againſt death and hell for thee. Chriſt onely, 

can make a divorce between thee, and thy fin, Till he ſhed: 

his pretious blood in the defiance of fin, the ſoule andſin 

could never be made Enemies.Onely death,which ſeparared; 

his ſoule and body aſunder can divide them. If then thou 

ſeekeft no other morrall ſhifts, nor carnall Poptſh waies of 
abhorring this ſin, (at leaſt doſt reſt in no other ) allis well. 

Thou takeſt a fare courſe to part with it forever! Come 

in therfore;and claſpe to this pardon , offred thee inthe pro- 

miſe, ſue it out, and apply it to thy ſoule. Perhaps thy baſe 

heart will chuſe rather to loſe it then: to take it Gods way: 

But conſider , ſince God will net ſtoope to thy way , and 

there is but one way to come to him , bee it never ſounwel- 
come, ſtoope tothat way, and come in. Any way of thine 

own dawbing with untempered mortar, will pleaſe thy fleſh 
better then this. But,ſeeing,in them thou mult periſh,by this 

thou maiſt bee faved, to ute Eſai's wordes, in the promiſes 

Elay.64 5% there 1s continuance ; in the other, ons vanity : cleave to 
this,ard know,this oncly can ſatisfy Godzand _ thy le- 

4+ pers skin,therfore venture upon this. If theu-canſt poflibly 
Herety cy periſh in beleeving this,yeriſh:-yet know, much moreſure it 
heart mult be 15 thon muſt periſh, except thou beleeve. If thou (like thoſe 
np, ah , *n naſty lepers) fit ſtill in the city , die thon muſt, no ſhift of it; 
4b 0  herethoumayſt live; value thy life at no greaterrate, then 
the fc of a defperate man is worth : ifel{where there 
were hope, thou mizhtſt ſhrug at it : But , worſe then thou 
art thou canſt not bee ! if thou fnde more favour, then thou 

deſervelt, count it fora vantage. But howſoever , do not 

preferre affured death, before hope of recovery : ner loſe 

1t for venturing. 564: 
Branch5, , Viftly , reſt not here neither', but, if more - mercy. be 
we See ſhewed 
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ſhewed thee , then thou lookedlt for , ( for God is beſt to a Sne «nr: h+ ce” 
ſinner, when he is paſt pleading ) then, letthis pearſwade toying owe” 
thee to follow him, for further Grace. I meane, when the 2! 5" from 
gwlt of thy Conſcience is gone, ſuc o him ſor Repentaice; CO 

for the mortifying and ſubduing the rage, power , defiling 

and mt erty of thy fin : And begin with the roo:e, 

kill there fult , anne not with Adoni-b:zch, at the tingers 

endes : Chriſt {tabbes the old man at hearc firſt : As liim- 

ſclfe told the Phariſee , nothing, which comes f:om with= 

out can defile the man : But that which defiles the man, 

comes from within. From the heart procecd , as other ſins , 

ſo uncleannes, and all the fruits : Therefore, ether purge 

the roote firſt , or elſe let all alone. Thou ſhilt fynde this , a 

new worke? Yet that faith , which hath waſht thy Conſci- 

ence and inner man from guilt and feare , and hell : Can 

purgethee a ſecond way , trom all ſlavery tothy luſt. Mercy 

will a& the part of a Prieſt, it will both ſet an cternall 

oddes, betweene thee and thy iult : And it will mortify thy 
Concupiſcence dayly , till it be quite dead. It will trvely ſet 

thee on mourning ; Truely wor ke thee to an hearty indig- 

nation againſt thy ſelfe.It will teath thee tke art of ſinne de- 

teſting ; which no wit of man, no $kill of bypocrites can 

teach thee. It will intercept all thy ſuccours of luſt ,thy pro- 

viſion to fulfill thy luſtes : When the Court is pulled downe 

who needes to feare ſuites in it ? It will cauſe thee, ( not, 

morally, but from a Principle of grace)to ſhunne all meancs 
motives,provocations, and ſnares of uncleannes, which the { 
Devill ſhall ſtraw in-thy way 1 That ſo,the oile being gone, | | 
the flames may vaniſh. It ſhall change thy uncleane thoughts, | 
affeRions,cyes,cares,into cleane and pure ones. If thy harlot ; 
meet thee, and fay,lIt is I ; thou ſhalt anſwer , but] am not if 
I,not my ſelfe. Another is become that in mee which my 
curſed ſclfe was wont to bee. 

The figne is pulld downe, the Alchoufe islet to a man 
of trade, no more harlots nor adulterers come there ; 
new Lords, new Lawes, all old things are done away, 
behold all. things ', . are become new. I am redeemed 
with a price , net to be mine owne: if my Lord and 
| : Gece 5 © 7 OT 
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Return to the 
Lordzin ch- 
{tity for ever. 


Maſter will endure Juſt, ifany accord betweene Chrifts body 
and an harlot aske himleave, and I ovey : elſe, I am not my 
owne. Oh! this Grace, ſhall bring thy lult to the horns of 
the Altar, binde it thereto with cords , Cut the throate of it, 
with the ſacrificing knife of the Prieſt, Thy Prieſt will teach 
thee todo that othce very handſomely , to let out the ranke 
blood of thy luſt, and the ſtrength and ſway which it bare 
in thee;yea , it (hill drag thine uncleane heart to Golgotha, 
and naile itto the crofle of thy Prieſt , with the ſame nailes 
which nailed the body of Chriſt. It is happier to find out 
thoſe Implements, Crofle,blood,nayles, tombe,and all, then 
ever Helen was , or any Popiſh relique-monger : and to 
make uſe of them too, to better end then at this daie that Po- 
piſh Cevent of Friars do,who have hired thoſe places of the 
Turke,built Temples, Altars, and filver floores in honor of the 
Paſſion. It ſhall cry in thy ſoule,On luſt, I wilbee thy death ! 
oh Concu»iſcence, I wilbe thy deſtrution 1 The ſting of 
fin is death,and the ſtrength of luſtzis the law: But,thanks be 
toGod inlefusChriſt, who hath condemned ſin 1n the fleſh, & 
mortified it by the fic th of his holy body !chat neither guilenor 
dominjon might prevaile,Purſue the victory,the Lord is with 
thee thou valiant man, and in this thy ſtrength, fight and lin 
not while through thy Captaine,both lin,and Juſte dic in thee. 
Sixthly returne to the Lord , with full bent of ſoule to re- 
nounce all cleaving to the fleſh,and to cleave to him, without 
ſeperation. That grace which hath killed laſt, will quicken 
the life of pureneſte 1n thy ſoule;it will indeed make thee a 
t-ue Pentient ,. not only to renounce uncleanes ,. but to em- 
brace a Chaſte ſpirit, and live aChaſte life;to returne toGod 
in a contrary pra&ice ef unblameableneſle, all thy daies : ſo 
farre as weaknefle will permit ; As he tooke off from thy 
jawes the yoke of ſervitude: fo he ſhall make his owne 
joake eaſe , and his burden light. He ſhalbee as one that 
layeth meate beforethee ! thou ſhalt beſo Sn by the 
fweetnes of grace,that all the ſweetneſſe of luft, of adultery, 
of laſcivi »uſnes, ſball ſtinke before thee ! fo that they ſhall 
never have hope to recover thee. mto their poſſefiion any 
more.. And what then remaynecth ? but when luſt knowes 
: not 
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not What to doe with thee ; then thine eare be bored with 
Gods awle, that ſothou mailt bee his ſervant, and walke 1n 
pureneſſe and holines , all thy daies ! The Lord blefie this 
maine Dire&ion, with all other unto thee, and remember, 
none but Chriſt can heale this fore. And fo much forthe 
former branch of Counſel!,;to them, who are onely guilty of 
the ſin. I paſſc laſtly to the other, who have revoked from 
this Grace once odteyned. | 

Laſtly therefore , it thy uncleannes be yet ofa deeper die, The ſecond 
as beeing a revolt from the Grace of God, and th vow of 2*2eral in 
thy {pirituall baptilme,once made ; then know , the Cure is hy 2 . 
ſomewhat different from the former; Here then, Remember h hee 4 
that the {eed of God in his, dyethnot : Therefore, it once to i« -g2me. 
God hath awakned thee our of this thy relapſe,1nd the dead 1 Corveſell. 
fleep of ſecurity under it, which if he love thec,he will do by Wc tuck are 
{ome three ſtring'd whip or other which hee ſhall make for '2 <2» 
thee, (as once hedid for thoſe dehilers of his Temple)by ſome 
croſle or irring terrors of the word in thy ſoule , thenrake 
Davids courſe. Beſeech the Lord firſt that the deſoai:e 
and extreame horror which an 1ll conſcience (ſicke ot a 
relapſe )might worke in thee, through unbeleete added to it, 
may gratiouſly bee kept off: and ſo, thinz heart may be ſtayd 
from utter departing from the living God,upon feare that he 
js wholly departed from thee. 

Secondly, remember, that the covenant of God, cannot 2 Counſel. 
be repealed : it Comprehends thee , when thou cant not it. 

TIO apply _ —_— of old, and be comforted. 
. Thirdly, take heed, leſt Satan confound and oppreſle th uſell. 
ſpirit by the conſcience of thy baſerevolring ann monte FOI 
ſuch mercies, and ſnarling thy ſoule withſo many ſucceſlive 
evills as thou haſt heaped upon one another, without an heart 
togetout. Forits an caſte thing to loſe a mans ſpirit and 
ſelte in the divells maze. 

Fourthly, with a penitent heart for thy trechery, that thou 4 Conn/cl. 
ſhouldeſt kick up thy heele againſt former mercies and cove- | 
nants ;. behold wr pre of which I formerly ſpake, and 
apply ituntothy ſoule, as thon art able,knowing that (what- 
loever Satan hathto gainſay ) the Lord Teſus was made at 

| Cece 3 ſinne , 
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ſinne, both of rebellion againſt , and alſo revolt from God , 
that _ mightſt be hi>1ighteouſnefle, and recover it, ha- 
ving lolt it. - 

Fifthly, let the afflition of thy ſoule, ſo deeply ceaſe up- 
on thee, till ( through mercy ) it have loaked into thee,and 
pierced thee as deepe as thy finne hath peirced God : as the 
tent muſt go as tage as the fore is feftered , and fetch out 
the bottome ſcurfe : content not thy ſelfe with ſuck an 
humbling , as thy ſlight heart would admit : For this js one 
aitendant of this ſinne, to be light and wanton, and not to 
bee able to bee ſerious. Therefore , ſet thine heart to it, 
mocke not God : make not the remedy worſe then the diſ- 
eaſe, that thou ſhouldeſt even be fetcht in againe by Satans 
clawes, ere thy repentance is finiſhed , which were to 
unſettle the work of God in thee, and worke thy heart to 
a deſpaire of recovery. It hath beene the portion of many 
uncleane ones, never to get aſcrious ſpirit. If therefore 
thine heart be once downe, hold it, as if thou ſhouldſt keepe 
corke under water, and trult it not : . pray thus, withdraw 
from me all obzeas of -vanity., and teach me thy law grati- 
ouſly ! Arraigne, accuſe, condemne thy ſelfe,judge thy (elfe, 
leſt God judge thee : and till God raiſe thee, be content to 
lyelow , beare the indignation of the Lord , becauſe thou 
haſt ſinned: and be glad, if any ſuch veine of wrath may 
bee left into thy ſoule, as may truly ſubdue thee under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may raiſe thee.up. Thinke not 
the time long , take leaſure z an heart long defiled, a veſ- 
ſell once fultic , will hardly change her hiew , nor bee 
{weetned. | 

6 Connſet, Sixthly, Ict faith alway come betweene thy ſinning and 
thy repenting : ſoder not up a repentance of thine owne-: 
iis bad in any finne, but deadly jn this : ſuch ſudden leapings 
out of on: contrary to another , may admit as calle a relapſe 
from this to the former. Andſo thou maiſt make thy fall,to be- 
come a falling ſickneſſe, if the power of pardon and purging 
come betweene thy fin and thy redreſſe,then 1s the cure from 
God, and from Chriſt the.fure Phyftion, whoſe healings are 
ſound, and perfect. Let his blood come into thy naſty ſoule, 
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come between thy ſinne and thy ſpirit, loofening the ſiveet- 
nefle and the defilement thereof from thee, or elſe it will re- 
turne.  Morall plaiſters may hold, while the ſoule is in feare:; 
But when ſenſuality returnes , ſhe breakes all ſuch cords in 
funder- 

 Seventhly , when God hath healed thee, goe thy waies : 
and thinke thou meetelt with him, that ſaid, Sinoe no more, 
leſt a worſe thing happen to thee,even an impenitent ſpirit : 
Let the experience of thy revolt, bind thee to a double care 
and feare of time to come : as that inceſtuous Corinthian , 
a kindly Convert ( and as fitan object as any , to bee ſet 
before a relapſing Adulterers eye ) approved his repentance, 
ſo do thou thine | How rare a light were it in theſe daies to 

ſee ſuch anone, ſo ſwallowed np with ſorrow, that the 
Church had need to comfort him, 1n all the haſte, tor feare of 
deſpairing? Oh! mourne for the waſting of the ſpirit of 
grace, by an uncleane ſpirit of thine owne } count thy felte 
cut off, moane thy condition inthe cares of God,and belecch 

him to fet thee fo in joint againe, that thine heart may vec 

ſtronger then ever,to reſilt : thinke thy ſelfe unworthy to be 

reſtored to the Communion of Saints : be as an excommu- 

nicatein thine owne eies : as thoſe offenders in the ancient 

times, who were hardly and by degrees admitted to the 

Aſſembly : Then the judgements of the Miniſters, were 

ſo harſb,as if ſuch might not be admitted; (as Cyprian and o- 

thers erroniouſly thought ) but to be ſure,they were admit- 
ted with great difficulty , tor feare of fecond relapſes. But 
now our diſcipline is in a contrary extreame.: be thoua law 
to thy ſelfe. 

Eightly, if thy revolt have been open and publique, tet thy 
repentance be ſo: Thinke not, chat remarkeable offences 
will be huddled up in the Court of heaven, without open re- 
pentance, and more then ordinary humiliation. Molt mens 

hiſters are too narrow for their ſores. But jf wee 0% 
erve Gods penitents , you ſhall ſee that their revolts were 
never fo tamous,, as their repentings have beene eminent. 
Thou haſt (inned with David: repent alfo with him,and let 
the Church bee well fatistied, ſhe hath not loſt a member. 
Ninthly , 
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G: Connſel. Nintbly , be content to beare the reproach of thy ſin, for 
ever,as a burden , uponthy back : yea to carry it written in 
great letters upon the forehead , it God think meeteto exer- 
ciſe thee 11 that kind. Not thou, but hee, mult judge of the 
breadth of thine offence. Its to keepe downe thine heart ; 
which would ever be pearking up, and floating aloft, and 
running to the like exCefle. - Better, have thy fagot alway 
upon thy dacke. 

10. Counſel. Tenthly, returne to ſo much th= more cloſe and narrow 
walking withGod, watching to a chaſt and inoffenſive courſe 
not only againſt open evills, but even ſecret ſuſpicions ; and 
learne to ſanAify the marriage bed againſt ſuch forraine pro- 
vocations. But,it any defire to reade more of this Argument, 
I referre him to my Treatiſe of the Sacraments , part 2. and 
the Chapter of Sacramentall Repentance. So much here 
way ſuthce. ; 2 

: Fifthly,if God himſelfe,be ſo ſevere a witneſſe and Tudge 
FJe-5- of Adulterers,thundring out ſuch threats againſt them ; let it 
Caveat * beea caveatto all Magiltrates, and Governors , both Civill 

_— '? and Eccleſiaſticall, who take upon them the cenſures of ſuch 

wurkbelongs Delinquents , to Jooke to themſelves: you are inthe place of 

rultloke | Gods Othcers,you ſhould execute the authority of God: Doe 
ſix1Aly co the jn theſe caſes,as the great judge would do:If he fate in judge- 

Ceniuect mment,he would vercty this threat here in myText. Perhaps its 

_—_ not in your power , to do as he would do, if he fate in Com- 
miftion againſt Whooremongers ; But yet, as farre as lies in 
your power, ſhew jour ſelves ſwift witneſſes, agaiuſt this 
crew,which doth now ſo ſwarme in Cities, great townes, 
and generally every where, and among allſorts, that they 
wil make the land rue it,& ſpew out her inhabitants,as once 
Canai did hers. Conſider what a vengeance this one ſin(net 
to ſpeak of 0: hers, both ſpirituall & morall)might juſtly bring 
upon this our land, which groancth underitas much as ever 
Jſratl and Iuda did, to which God doth threaten ſuch terrible 

lagues by E/ay, leremy,and other Prophets,for their fulnes of 
xread,the fins of Sodo,& their neighinglike horſes aftertheir 
neighbors wives, or elſe after-other harlots , which perhaps 
in England is the more frequent. Suffer not vile Adulterers 
(making 
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(making open profeſſion of it)to live with their Harlots and 
Baſtards,under their noſes, nay in the beddes of their wives, 
expelling them, and harbouring the other in their boſomes, 
with deſpite- Do not through bribes, and flattery, oran ill 
Conſcience (privy to the like evills ) through floth and eaſe, 
er lowe of ſin,ſecke pretences, to ſhift your handes of cenſu- 
ring \wch,and ſo cennive at them! But by what meanes pol- 
fivly you can ,-vindicate the honor of God , afloyle the land 
of the juſt plagues which ſhee is liableunto, for hatching 
{uch vipers in her Boſome. Bee vicegerents of God ! will 
you net judge them? Yes judge theſe ſinners, I fay nat ſtone 
them (tor its beyond your power, and the long impunity of 
this ſin, hath hardned the hearts of men in their Impudence, ) 
but ſend them to the Carte,to the houſe of Correion, to the 


ſheet and ſhame of.their uncleannes; to excommunication 


from the Sacraments,and the fellowſhip of Chriftians. Poſte 
not off theſe men from one Magiſtrate to the other, as if nei- 
ther were willing to brand them with ſhame, they have (in- 
ned both againſt Church and commonwealth, let them pay 
for both. But in no wiſe harden them by alaying, releaſing, 
exchanging of Cenſures. It you diſcharge thoſe, whom God 
holdes guilty,turning ſuch heynous ſins, to meer Pageants, 
huddling up that which the Lord would have proclaymed 
on the tops of houſes, know it, your lives ſhall go for theirs: 
God will call you over himſelfe, and when he puniſheth A- 
dulterers themſclves,he will judge you, for not executing his 
judgement upon them : which have prevented it, and ſpared 
their ſoules. ; 
Laftly, let this Point be alſo Encouragement and Conſo- 
lation,to all ſuch as are pure in heart and bode: without (hall 
bee Dogs,and Swine, ſenſuall Epicures, uncleane perſons : 
within (haloee all cleancand chaſt ones. And this conclu- 
fon,l cannot omit,as having before grounded it inthe text. 
Marriageis Honorable, and the. bed undefiled,, and God 
will blefſe all that ſo preſerve it: But whoredome and Adul- 
tery arc odious and baſe in Gods efteeme,and hee will judge 
all ſuch as pollute themſelves thereby : you ſee that the 
Parallel of the two .members of the Text doth neceflarily 
D dd import 
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import it, Blefſcd art thou that feareſt the Lord in this par- 
ticular: Thy wif. ſhalve asthke vine about thine houſe ; Thy 
Children as olive plaits about thy Tavle :; The: Lord ſhall 
bleſſe thy Stock and ſtore, thy goings ou:, and comming in :; 
thou ſhalt eate of the fruice of thy labours , and ſce the tra- 
vaile of thine hands: with peace aid profperity to //rae/, As 
all the plagues of the uncleane ſhall purſue the former : ſo, 
ſhall all the vlefioges of the cleane, follow thee. Thy body 
ſhalbe cleane,thy health continued, hy poſtericy ſhal. e pure 
and be free from pollution , as an holy ſced : chy eſtate thall 
proſper:thy Name thald- {ivory,and as an Oyntment powrd 
out : Thy ſclfe thait ſee God,for fo ſhall all pure in heart do: 
and the Lord ſhall bring thee forth with honor one day with 
chaſt Fo/eph,whom God re.eaſcd from all falſe aſperſions; loc 
here are they that have walhed their garments in the blood 
of the Lambe, walk undehled,have not rouCht any uncleane 
thing, therfore I will »e a fa:her unto them, and they thalbe 
Sons and Daugirers of the Lord Almighty : yea thy toule 
garments ſhalbe all taken from thee, andthe cicane hinnen 
of the Saint's (halbe pu: upoa thee, and thou (halt walk with 
Chriſt in white, for he hath c unted thee worthy ! Onely, 
preſerve thy ſoule in ſutable purnty with thy Body:keep both 
;1n holines and honor; and thou {halt inherit all the promulſes 
of God,made ro ſuch. | 
The Papilts donot ſo much magnify their veſtall vicgins, 
becaulc they are not defiled with me (thovgh mary of them 
are ) as the Lord (hall honor thee before men and Angells, 
as his Chaſt and undefiled ſpouſe, and ſet a Crowne of gloric 
upon thine head. Thy marriage ſhall not prez dice nor 
ſtain this virginity,fcar it not, fuch as have abuſed chis hono- 
rable eſtate,calling it a life of the fleſh,thall no: come where 
thou haſt to do,to interrupt,to difturbe thy happines. Enjoy 
this thy Comfort here : Seperate thy ſclte from all unclean- 
nes of body and ſpirit ; yea hate the Garment ſpotted with 
the fleſh. Seperatethe pretious from the vile, and thou alt 
be honorable! Oh ye Miniſters of the Lord that carrie his 
veſlcls in your handes, and draw neer to him, bee ye cleane, 
and hand}c not his matters with unclcan handes : defile not 
bis 
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his Bible,hs Chu Ch," acram-ms, Ordinances with polluted 
handcs,bodics: «nd rhe Lord ſhallſay to you as to his Pro» Jer. 15, 19, 
phet, you ſhalde precious ! Finaly , to conclude, All ye his 

people, who have got out of this depthe of uacleannefle,be 

truly thankfull to God, never ceaſe to magnihe hum, for fo 

narrow a ſ{cape,and to great a Deliverance;is a thouſand to 

one, thatever you got out of this pit: do not try concluſions, Foz 
put 1t not to the venture, by (inning againe, whether God A 
will plucke you out the ſecond time. It you will try, know, 

that if ever at all, you get to heaven, you ſhall find it an 

harde worke. Play not the Mountebankcs,to thruſt your fleſh 
through,becauſc you have balme at command to thrult after 

it:you may perhaps miflc of it when you would have it: and 

if God fave you, it ſhalbe as through hre: though God can- 
urn” Hoes you were his,yet he ſhall make every veine 

in your heartSto ake , ere you come to feel it:and that King- 

dome of God, which cl{c might have affoardedlarge entrance 

unto you ſhall now become a narrowe paſlage : If you love 

your ſoulcs, bringnot ſuch a needlefſe forrow uyon your 

{clves : 1ts enough,too much,that'you ſpent ſo much of your 

I former daics,in the vyavity of the fleſh, & the ſervice of your 

= luſts:{pend the reſt in holy aw,and godly fear! Say with He- 

= =chki4and David, Theliving ſhall prayſc, thee, the dead will 

Y not; cannot. Bur 1 willfacciticeto the Lord, with the voice janah 2, 8.9, 
of thanksgiving. Salvation is of the Lord. To him, Father, 

Son, and Spirit, Vnity in Trinity, and Trinity in Valty , be 

all honor and prayſe tor cver ! Amen, 
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* Admonition to prevent the diſhoneny of Mariage. I 4. 


Admonition te the reli gious party Maried to the irreligions. 37. 
Advice of the moſt judicious friends requiſite for marriage. 54. 
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Aptneſſe and ſurableneſſe required in marriare, 


Acceptions againſt the generall rule, 62.63. 
Who are Apt or unapt. 62.1bid. 
Admonition againſt overweeving our owne ſtrength in unapt mar- 

Yaape. 65. 
A felbers of unequal marriages, to learne to be wiſer, 69. 


Aadmonition to all parties to beware of their marriage promiſes.102. 
Admonition againſt diſcord in marriage; Sundry Caveats. 1. Be 
not confident of your owne ſtrenoth. 2. Pray for this Grace of 
Amiableneſſe. 3. Put on the Lord feſus Chriſt his meeknes. 
4. Renaunce not God to uſe Carnal ſhifts, 5. Each parts keep 
the ſeverall bounds of their place. 6. Be prepared hefore for the 
hardeſt. 194-195- 196. 197. 198. 199. 200. 
Inflrutians to forward Profeſſors to beware of the ſinne of Adul- 
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Admonition $0 u{urping women i watters of God, taxed. 284. 
Adwonition #6 the wife againſt thr «vill of priding her ſelfe in her 


diligence and honſwifery. 


295. 


Attire of women ſubjett to their Husbands direftion. 275. 
Adultery 4 great finue, Objetligns againſt it anſwered. 329. 
God will have all uncleannes laid open tn hi calanrs 4s 0diauts.9 30. 
Reaſon; of the point. 333, Ii. Vncleanneſſe 4 very neers and 

naturall affettion. 2. Men are very prone to blanch it over. 3. 
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Gods judgements fair ſt Adultery and nncleann' fe in many Bran 

cher. "See, }ndg Tements, 


I:lruflions to be [ubdurd by the Terror of Godagninſt it. 315. 


-Admorition to all uncleane ones. 348. 
tz two Branches. 1. Deface not Gods way. 2. Toprevent the 
ſue. 3 49- 

B. 


| N Couples where both are Bad,the woman commonly is the worſt, 
24. in fine. 

63004 admonitions to Bad C 9 ples, 36. 

When the goed and Bad joine together , ſeldorre is the worſe betre- 
red. by the good , but oficn the bitter is marred by the worfer 


party. , 37+ 38. 
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( Omfort and enconragement to good couples who howonr their 


marriage, : I7. 


few iſh C entralts what aud how [olemnized, Pas. vid. Contratt:, 


Civill ones and no more, unſafe matches for | ligious PMES. | 33. 
Connivers onely at, and not approovers of re: gon ”mbtihcir Tokefel- 
owes taxed, 39. 
Comenaers of religion in their wives for by ends —__ 1brd. 
Connlcll for juch a4 drawin an evill yoake. Pag. 41. 1. Rip wp 

thy ſtate to God. 2. Redreme old errors and pray for pardon 
3. Paſſc by pardonable famlts. 4. Fret not at thy Lot. 5.Vt- 
ter nut tf y gravances eaſily, 6. 7uſtific not thine Swne ſinnee 
by another<s. tbt! & icq, 
Cor tinency arare gift of God therefore eo be ſought for of h:111.49. 
No Curioſity to marry aptly. G4. 
Corruption alway affetts acontrariety te the Law of apt m_ 
rying, 7 
Fs. ih of equali marriage reprooued, 69. 
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Cownſeltl to ſuch as are alrcady unaptly marrica. 70. 
Contratt and con/ent of Parents in marriage handled, 71s 
Conſent of Pazents neceſſ1ry for marriage, and why. 71.ibid. 
Exceptions againſt the trill rule of Parents Conſent in marri- 


age. 7. 

C hildrens objefFFons againſt Parents careleſneſſe in their "Kd 
ages anſwered. 79. 
Counſcll given them what to do in their [ſuppoſed wrongs. 80. 
Parents obſtinatc to Conſent to be curbed. 81. 
Dueſtion about Parents Conſent anſwered. 81.1014, 
Cavills of ſuch an{wered 45 plead for maintenance and reſp: from 

= Parents whoſe conſent they neglect: d. 8.4. 


Diſſemblcd and forced conſent of Parents by children ts (infull. 8. 
Halfe Conſent of Parents,or conſent after contratt,s faulty. 86, 


Contratl of marriave in what ſence here uſed, 96, 
Inwhar reſpetts {uch Contratts may be ſaid to be eſſentiall. 104, 
Contratts very anticns and of oenerall uſe, 105. 
ewtſh Contralls what, and how ſolemunized, 10d, 
Att and performance of a joleinne Cointrait how to be done. 1 6. 
Diſdainers of Contratts taxed. | SPY 
Contratled couples muſt priſe their Contratt. 122. 
Speciall Counſel att, it, A OVY 
Cauſe of the unhappy and wnprejpcrous ſtare of many Conples 15 
the want of their Joint Religion. 137. 
(heftity the maine joint duty of marriave. 163. 
Proofes of it. . 164. 
Amplification of the point. 166. 


Realons for it. 1. Chaſtuty is the main ſupport of union 2. The de- 
fulement of each party defiles the whole marriage. 3.God hath or- 
dained one for one. 4. It covers all ether defi its, but tis coverrd 
by no other endowments. 5. It ts the corner ſtone holding 13 all 
the building. 6. Becaw/e it honours mariage in many reſpects, 
1. I» the fruitfwlneſſe of the wombe, 2. Bleſſing of legitimution, 


3. Acnrſe us turned to a bleſſing hereby. 167.10 171. 
Chaſtity to be preſerved and in how many things it conſiſts 172. 
Chaſtity of ſpirit neceſſary, and why. 172,173«ibid. 
Chaſtity of prevention peceſſary ; wherein it conſiſts ? why here 

wrged, 173+ 174- 1754 
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Chaſtity of Bed needfall ; heathen men ſhame | ('kriftians in this. 
Two Extreames here to be avoyaed. wid. 175.176.177.178. 
Some marks to know moderation.1bid. 178. 

Popiſh forced Chaſtity and affeted abſtinence from the benefit of 
the Bea,compared. | 179. 

[nconvenience of both unjuſt abſtinence, and exceſſe of liberty com- 
pared. 1bid. 

( haftity of Body needfull ; what 14 meant thereby ; Exhortation 
thereto. 180.181, 

( onſent between ("ouples a joynt duty and needfull. 184. Reaſons. 
1. by the experience, both bad of ſuch as want it , and ſweet of 
ſuch as enjoy it. 2. The pretiouſneſſe of it. 3. It hath a divine 
inſtintt init. 4. It brings God into the Marriage. 184.185. 

186.178.188. 

T he praiſe of conſent. 186. 

Conſent ſtands in three things.1. Conſent of Heart.2,Of fpeech.z. 
Of Life. 188. 189. 

(: onſent exchorted anto and urged,200.What ought to be doneby both 
after therr differences,with the concluſion of the point, 201.202. 

( 2habitation of Husband with Wife a neceſſary duty. Many 
abuſes of this kindtaxed. Humiliation to ſuch, 217. Reproach 
of ſeperaters. 218, 

( onditions requiſite in a Wife in the atting of Gods matters. 286, 

Whether wives may give to ( haritable uſes or ot. 272. 

The mothers ( onſent in Marriage not abſolutely required. B81. 

Exhortation to ( haſtity to keepe our Veſſels with holinefſe and ho- 
Hour. 354. 

Three counſels propounded. To abhorre ſomewhat. 1. Thine 

owne ſelfe. 2. Thoughts of contemplative uncleaneſſe. 3. All 
col. urs and excuſes of it. 4. All inward fomenters of it. 5. All 
outward Temptations, ( ounſell.'2. To meaitate of Somewhat. 
2. Properties of it. 1. That it be wiſe. 2. That it be deepe and 
ſerious; About both the Prapertics and penalties of thi fon. 
Firft the Properties and they are three.1.the Spiritualnes of this 
fin lewedin fix ſteps or degrees. 1. Anevil heart. 2. Evil 
works. 3. Vnbeleife. 4. Deluſion and defilement. ys. Hardues 
of heart.6."Departino from the Ini ng God. Seconaly meditate 
of the peowliarnes of this [ins evil, The third thing that it 
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ſeperates from Ged; And from Communion through Excom- 
manication if not nflitted yet aeſcrved. The ſpirit of God ex- 
communicates him. in the { ourt of has owne conſcience. Thea 
ſecondly meditate on the penalty of this finne. 1. A pidiineſſe 
and drunken ſecurity , diſabling the ſinner to lay it to his heart. 
A wofull example of it, from © 354. to 368. 
Then ſecandly temporel] penalties of it. 1369. 
The third an 199 prattiſe ſamewhat : andthat concernes either 
[uch 46 have only guilty of it,or elſe relapſed to it after con- 
verſion. For the former they muſt.prattiſe 1. Due bumiliation 
| ant abaſement, under the hand of Gad. 2. They muſt gather 
hops owt of the promsſe of God to pardon it. 3. Glorifie Godin 
the confeſſion of it. 4. Set before thine eies the Promiſe in 4. 
reſpelts, 5. Swe ent the killing power of Chriſt to deftroy luſt. 
G6. Returne to the Lordin Sabie for ever. Laſtly [nch as 
have revolted to it againe , muſt take counfell in divers parti- 
culars. to 384. 
Encouragement to all undefiled ones.” 385. 
Magiſtrates buth Civill and Eccleſrafticall to whons the cenſure 
of luſt per taincs, muſt be in Gods ſtead to judge and cenſure all 


uncleane perſons, | 384. 
D. 

D Tverters of their wives {rom Religion to other matters 

reprooved. 39. 

Duties of Parents toward children unwiſely ſuffered to linke 

them(elves. 78, 

Diffentious of religions couples the ſhame of profeſſion. 190. 

Difference in Comples wherein it ſtands. 313. 

ZE. 

7 Nrtrance into good marriage requires Marrying in the Lord, 

and apt marrying in the Lord. | 21. 

E xhortatian to it in many branches. | '  45-46.48. 

Error of the time and prejudice of outward complements muſt be 

abborred by him who wowld marry in the Lord. ET: 


Exceptions againſt the general rule of apt Marriage _ 62. 
E xhortation to Parents net to faile their Children mthe buſines 
of their Marriage. 


TIE too 
Exhortation to all good voupleg , 'to cloſe together in Religion both 
Eee inward 


—_———— 


II 


"The Table. 


i 


inward 45 Faith ; and eutwardin Family wor ſhip audprivate, 
138.141.143, 
Exhortation to private intercourſe with God. I45. 
E xhertation to wives to be helpfull in their places. 302, 
Encouragement to ſuch, 2 h 303, 
E Aith the maine Duty for conples to-jotne in:T he infinite nnſc- 
ries of a married life for lacke of it. I 40. 
Fimily duties and private wirſhip , neceſſary for the married to 
joine. togetoer gcloſelyin, The cauſes why. The duty opened, 
urged, 141-143-144. Conn/cls about it. ibid. 
Ferced and loveles marriages dangerons.1 5 4-and in what reſpetts. 
ibid, 
Howe farre the wife way wrdertakg the ſervice of God in her 
Family. 268, 
Of choice of wives out of Bad Familics ſee Wife. 
Fornicatioz a great fin. 
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Od is ſeldome found out of his way. 26, 


Gr.ce levels all diſproportions in Marriage, 2 


& To 
Grace muſt be preſerved, yea all counted as drofſe to Grace for 4 
gord Marriage. 


< oO 3 2 
Good Marriages muſt be bought. | $3. 
Guardians and Governonrs are bound to looke to Orphans Mar- 

riages, aſwell as Parents ra Childrens, 73, How they fayle 
therein by ſundry abrſes, gz, The wofull fruit of it. 94. 
Gracefulnes, a third peculiar dut y of the wife to her hnsband. 304. 
what tht: graciens virtue is,ih1d Two things init, Matter, and 
that sGrace, Eſpecially theſe 7.1. Humility 2. Self deniall.The 3. 
Faith, both in the truth, in the life of it. A.4. Innocency. 5 . 
Zeale and piety. 6. Mercy and compaſſion.77. Confidence with 0- 
thers as cheerfulnes & ſtacerity C&c.from,zo5.to 312.Secondly, 
The Forme or temperatmre of it 6n what it conſiſteth.ibid.grace- 
les and bad Wives what miſeries to their Husbands, 314. 

Cracefmll wives maft expreſſe it to their Husbands, 315+ 

Husbans that are happy in the grace of th:ir wives , muſt returne 

the like, ibid. 

Generall ſes ariſing from the whole Treatiſe, 316. 
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ObjeBion about dearces of Gras in either party of the Married, 


6, 
_ 5 
H Fathen opinions of fornieation. 3, 
. # Honour of mariage upheld by rwo weanes,viz, Good entrance 
and good continuance. vr. 
Honoar of mariage ftands both in joint alts and ſeveral, 128. 
Aottves to the Fiusband to love his wife, 160, 
To the wife to love him. 162, 
Humiliation meet for all couples who have'livcd in diſſention.192. 
the duty wroed. 193. 
1 Husbandry what it 15. 233. 


Husbands eſpecial duty te bee 2 man of underſtanding. 203. 
What that underſtanding is ; what particulars it ſtauds in. 1. Ir 
what not, viz. Notin an high Spirit. 2. Not in araſs ſelfe- 
wildneſſe 3. Not in knowleage withort prattice, 4. Not in 
peelding t9 good comnſell without imbracing it. 5. Not in 
giving counſel to others taking noxe onr ſelves. 204.205.206, 
Secordly, in what it conſiſts? 1. Invenouncing our owne nr der- 
ſtandins. 2. To bee firft ſubjelt to God, and ſo to guide the 
wife. 3. Tobe more ſenfible of a burthen , then of an honour. 
4. To bee qualified with a ſpirit of Grace , for all occaſi- 


05s, 206, 207, 208. 
Waſtfull Heires overthrower s of their mariages, 232. 
Vnatural! Husbands language. 244. 


Severall duties of the Husband to the wife. Looke Wife. 

Husbauds though but meanly parted deſerve ſubjettion by the Or- 
Airance. 260. 

Mens Hearts not ſo tender as womens if they bee yight. vide 
An. 


I. 
] Ew confuted in his conceit of mariage. 2. 
Joint atts of the maried 4, 1, Toit Religion 2+ Joins Love. 
3. Chaſtity. 4. Conſent. 128, 
Tealonſie between coupler moſt odrous. p. 182, Remedy for the 
wp p -£ inpolp 
wronged party. ibid. The duty urged, ibid. 
Idlenefſe in a mans calling to be avorded, 225. 
Tngrofſing many farmes a8 once ill hughandry, 234. 


Fee 2 Impudency 


——_ 


The Table. 


Impudency it uſurping wives 11 mutt}; of God taxed. 234, 
© Godacales with his owne by Fudgements and threats,and why. 328. 
Godly perſons have a flaviſh part tu them as well as a free. 329. 
Judgements of _ ainft nnc leenneſſe + In ma 

Branches declared. 1. Gods deareſt ſerunmts wot excluded 
from thus ſentence of puniſhment. 2. T, offpring of the Adu!- 
terer excluded for many generations, from the Tabernacle or 

T emple worſhip. 3. The old ey of Aanitery, dcath with- 
ont Remedy. 4. Severe fudgements execured upon Adulre- 
rers do ſtw it ; ſundry: of them tm Scripture nnd from experi- 
enge mentioned. 5. Manifold markes of wrath wþon mntlean- 
weſſe. 1. Vpon the Soule. 2, Vpon the Name : wen have 
have failed God bath ſtruck in. 3. Begvery. 4. Coherence of 
uncleannefſe. 1. Vpou the Soule. 5. [rs the Divels Neſt-eygr. 

6. Conſequentes of miſchirſe upon its 7. Vyou the Body. 
337. 70 346. 
Inftrattion to men to bee ſubalued by the tervors of God nygainſt 
. 351» 


it 
L. 

poR——_ Love the fecond mnt uall unty of the maried, hand- 
led. T46. 

Love Matretmoniall being preſerved canſeth mrariage to be _ 
rable, id1d. 
Love of the maried not onely bred by inſftialt , but oftentimes alſo 
by other occaſions outward inducements and motives. 147.148. 
Love conjugall neither onely a naturall, wor yer 4 yeligrons thing , 
but a mixture of both. | 150. 
Love neceſſary for ſundry reaſons. tbid. 
Love though a joint duty of both the parties , yet hath a different 
carriage incither, and what ? 152. 
Love will not nouriſh #t ſelfe but muſt be nouriſhed daily betweene 
couples. 155. and by what mneancs it may be ſo. 156. 
Admonition to the joint prathiſe of conjuoall Love. 157. 
Danrer of the breach thereof. I58. 
E-rhortatron to Lowe jointly. 159. 


HM. 
M Ariage 1s hononrable : The wwune woChyme proved wwl veu- 
{oncd at large by th, Yonſuns vs een. 
% 7 


i. A 


The Table. 


_y The witeere of wmuriage. 3: The uſe bf it. 4. The ſacrednes 


| P: 4. tothe g, 
Aariage abhorred by the baſe tife of many couples. "x4, 
Tl aringe no buckler to fence off reproach in bad canſcs, 15. 
Aariage no looſe nor tale way of ſervice. 1Y. 
Enconragement to religions Aareedtonples, 19. 
Miſerics ſhunned by word conples. ibid. 
Married couples muſt ferve God in their rime: 20, 
Afarying inthe Lord, what ? Some markes of it. 1. Sight of un- 


of this favor. 2. They fee a yeronciliation. 3. Their 
hearts are broken by it. 4. They being convincedof Gods end; 
beleeve it. 5. From hence they are encouraged to obcy. Other 


leſſer markes added. 22.10 24. 
Raſh Matches unbleſt. | 24. 
Tewels of the Marriage Ring 4. 1. Faith,with hamility and ſelfe 

deniall. 2, Peace. 3. Purity. 4. Riohteouſneſſe. FA 
Trials of Mariages many. n ibid. 
By ends im Manage oft plapned by God, © 26. 
Objettons concerning ——_ anſwered. 28. 29. 30. 31. 
The Manhaving the leadir:o hand inthe onſet of Mariage , had 

need be the wiſer 1 hs choice, _ $7- 


Tonching Mar yimr tn the Lord three queſtions anſwered, 58. 
Apt Marying is 4s neceſſary for entrance, as Religions AMary- 
60, 


ing. 
Mariage muſt bee honoured in preſerving the ſame nnſtcined 
anring the converſation of it, $3Y 


KMfaried perſons who forſake their owne fellowſhip in worſhip, and 
run to ſtrangers with complaints, faulty. 136. 
HMariage tiſhononred by baſe trates and courſes of life. 232. 
Hens hearts not generally ſo tender and zealous as womens if they 
be right. 309. 
Hariage 1s a ſhaddow of the ſpiritnall anion of Chriſt and the 
Church p. 321 +1. [n their meeting and Mariage it ſelfe, aud 
how. 2. Intheir wmtuall converſe. 1. What Chriſt ts to his 
Church 2. What hs Charch to him. 322. 323- 
hy Marying in the Lord anſwered eight of them. 
p. 28, 1- nn Jowell wanting Religion. 2, It may grow 
wn time aftergard. 3. Many have failed in ſcking EE .. 
Ees 3 4. Many 


oh is ro IRE « re” onend 
-"Y.. $00 
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4. Many Religions ones have peritlous qualities. 5. What 
Gal becorre of the It religions. G. But we are ſnared already. 
7. Very few ſuch are to be found, $, Parents croſſe good 
Aatches. + 28, to = 
Papiſts taxed for their difhonenring of Meariage, 
Papiſts have their perſonall Sacraments. ibid, Pratlice and F- 
of Papiſticall urcleanneſſe jnſftly plagued by God. I0. 
Hariage with them that are only civilized nnuſafe. 
By-reſpeAs i in Mariage, as Portion, and Beany, and the like , 
oftentimes by the juſt judgement of God, proove wufortunat:. 


33+ 34 +52. 
Aavice to be taken in Marying. See Advice. 


Mariage why called a Adatch. G1, 
N 


V V Omen ought to Nurſe their owne ( hilarep. 279, 


O. 
'Oh Bſervation of the ſpirits of each others qneet for ſuch as would 


mary Yell. 


55+ 
Objettion of the fruitfulneſſe of , hearts and the barreneſſe of ſome 
chaſt wives anſwered, 170, 


The pcrſonall 5ffices of each Homes husband and the wife. 203. 


P Rophane ſcorners to mary in = Lord terryfied. 6 1 

Prayer requrfite for good mariage. 

Parents cannot do as they would in matching of their (| OEM. 

Parents muſt obſerve the condition of their children. 79. 

Bueſtions abont Parents corſent anſwered. 1. 

Terrour to all Kebelliows children who "_y againſt their Pavorts 
conſent, 

Parents may be ſhy to rebellions children, and wh 

Exbort:tica to mary with conſent of Parents. 

Diomty of Parents. 

Reproofe of them that replett the care of their children. 

Parents muſt walke in a middle way between anſterity and fol v4 
towards their children. 

Baſe ſhifts and reſpefts of Parents in Wage & their chil. rew l 
be taxed. What thoſe arr. | 90. 

Parents 
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Parents offence bs the extreame of over-providing for chilare;z b 7 
wndoing of themſelves. p. 91. T Wo degrees of it, to1d. 


Promiſe of Mariage the Root of an explicate (ontraft, 97. To 
be very cautiouſly made. ibid. The properties of them, ibid. 
What Promiſe for mariage doth bind.gg. viz. A n:atzalt one, 2.4 
free onr, 3. Aplaine and undeceiving one,aud what that 1s, 101, 
Raſh inconſidernte promiſes of maringe very fooliſh and ſinful.103. 
Providence a ſecond peculiar duty of the hresband neceſſary. 219. 
Opening of the point. 1bid. Reaſon of it, Becauſe its honour to 
mariape, and how. 220, 221, 
Providence of the hasband w what it confiſts. 1 In skill Yn the trade 
of his way. 2.Wiſdomegnſight and cxperience in it. z, Curioſity 

in Trades abhorred. 4. A ſtock meceſſary to eccupy with, 5, Ap- 
plication of himſelfe to-his Objebt diligently. 221.222.2223. 
V uſubjettedneſſe of mind to the rule of Providence , an ill ſigne of 
good husbanary. 235. 

E xbortation to husbands to be provident, ibid. 
Providence 8 the Wife in conjugall eſtate a third part of her help- 
fulaeſſe.396. Ja what particulars it ſtands,297,298.299.300 
Forward Profeſſors to take heed of uicleanneſſe, vid, Adultery 


Becanſe Profe fſors cannot difpence with this ſinne, 353. 
2. 

Veftion about publication ri contr att anſwered. 109» 

() Daeſtion about marying y A Mirifper anſwered, 110: 
Pueſtion whether Coxcr-Germans may mary, anſwered, 111: 
Dreftion wherein mariage anda contratt differ, 115. 
Why a ſpace i alctted twixt contratt and AYIA, 118. 
What [pace 15 moſt convenient. 119. 
weſt. what if either party defile him or herſ#[f after contratt.120, 
Three Queſtions rouching marying in the Lord anſwered. 58. 


. Whether a Parents forbidding mariage with [ney a perſon won 
. bts deathbed may be lawfull and bindiag ,and how far. $1.82. 
Fi 


Fligion the beſt objelb inmariage. 43. Reaſons. 4. ibid. 

. Reaſoas why maried perſons muſt enter inthe Lord ave ſfoarc. 
24-25.26.27.. Rationall reſpetts, three in number of t:ſing « 

. contratt.107.1.T he ſutablenes of ſo weighty a thing.2.The pre- 
. venting of inconſtancy.z.Good of the parties ſ» contyalled, 108, 
Keltgin, 


_— 
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Religion iointly uſed a maine preſervative of the bowowr thereof. 
; 128, 

In what it conſiſts and the duty urged. 129. 
Six Reaſops for it. 1. God u their mutwall God. 2. The grace 
of either furthers both.. 3. They enjoy all thrugs both good and 
bad in common. 4. Religion 1 the Cement of all fellowſhip. 

5- By inſtance of one joint neceſſity of truſting God. 6. Ble/- 
(ing annexeatoit. I 3O. 131-132. 
A © neſtion what if one party Refuſe to joine with the other. 135. 
Hinderers of each other in [uch joint Religion tobetaxed. 115. 


Such as remaine in each others Religion taxed. ibid. 
Reproofe of waſtfull wives. 308. 
$. 

Corners to be drawn by their wives ea tae 40. 50. 
Single life more free from troubles then the maried condi- 
tion. | 47. 

Sound judgement , Selfe denial{ and ſubduing of rebellious liſts 
meet for him who would prepare for mariage. 48.50. 
Severalneſſe in the maried ſmifull, if affelted, 133 


Subjettion of the wife to her huzgband , ane principall part of her 
duty. 254. Reaſons of the point. 1. From the law of 
Creation. 2. From the penalty of diſobedience. 255. Proofes 
of the point. 256. Reaſons. 3. Hereby ſhe preſerves the honour 


of her mariage, | 258. 
Subjetlion what it 4. | x bob 259. 
It ts two fould. 1, Of the ſpirit. ibjd. Objeftions againſt it ane 

ſwered. 260. 


Dunalification of the wives Subjeltion in many reſpefts. 1. In 
prompting the husband with religions counſell. 2. In Canſes 
of drfficulty, 262. 263. 264. 
Secondly, Subjettion ſtands in hi: prattice wherein 3. particulars. 
I. Ju matters of Goa. A © neſtion anſwered, How far a wo- 
man hath liberty to performe the Service of Godin Family.266. 
267.268. If they bee denied thes liberty by bad husbands 
they muſt be ſubjelt, 269. Srcondly , Subjettion in repel 
of their bushands eftate. 270. Linntation of the womans Snb- 
jettion. in worldly baſinefſe. 250 A Dmeſtion anſwered. May 
the woran give to Charitable I ſes 7 Ordinarily not. How ſhe 
may, 


may, by ſundry reſpelts, whereof ſeven are mentioned, 2572; the 
oroaſion of this ar gument. ibid. 
The third branch of Subjeftionin mariage converſation in many 
things. 1. Attire and faſhion. 2. Geſture. 3, Domeſtical! 
deportment. 4. Abroad. 5. In his tongue and company, 6.11 
Nurſery. Vſes 2. Firſt, Admonition to ſhun rebellion againſt 
the Huſbands. Secondly, Exhortation to embrace ſubje(tion, 
| | from 275 .to 282. 
Wives not ſubjett to the unlawfull commands of their huſbands. 


262, 
T. 
of Errors to all diſhononrers of mariage.g, Profaners of it. ib. 
C12, 
Trials of mariage many. | 25. 
T error to affetlers of unequall marriage. 66. 
Ynlawfull Trades ts be founned. 222; 
Curioſity of Trades to be abhorred, 223, 
Negleflers to learne the way of thetr trade reproved. 231. 
Ruſhing upon courſes of mamfold trading it huſbandry. 233, 
T enderne ſe and reſpelt duc to the wiſe, Vide Wife, 
V. 
Opiſh magnifying of Virginity confuted, 11. 
Vowes of ſingle life unwarranted. 49. 
Vulgar guiſe ana garbe cf the marritd, rude and barbarons,wholy 
unpeaceable and without conſent, 190, 
To be a man of under ſtanding ,yhat it 6. 206, 


Fnaerſtarding in matters of God needfull for an huſband. Tuſtan« 
ces wherein. 208.209. For the managing of the ſoule of his wife 
many waves. 210. Vnderftanaing in other externals requiſite, 


| 211, 
Hyſbvands not walking as men of underſtanding blamed. 212, 
Huſbands Who cannot guide thew(clyes,terrified, $13. 
;Exhortation to huſbands to be men of underſtanding. 216. 


iligent improvement of the huſbands vocation ſtands in eight 
things, 1. Begin with God. 2. Deſtroy not thine owne provi- 
dence, 3. Picks not quarrels with thy calling. 4. Be [nbje(t to 
Godin thy caling. 5, Ayme not at buerding up or multiplying 
Riches, 6. Srrve God with # increaſe, 7.T aks lefſes ad well 
Tf ti 


- « gaines patiently. 8, Br joyfwll,and enjoy al thy labour under 

the Sun. From 224-to 229, 
Livers upon U ſry odhons. 233, 
Neglett of ones calling wnder pretence of Religion, vicious, 231, 
We muſt not be weary of our Vocation by reaſon of ſome diſcontents 

that may fall out init. 225, 
Vndiſcreet mayes of improvidence, 4s everſtocking, racke borroy. 

ing ,underſelling,and the like, ſignes of a bad huſband, 273. 
Change of calling dangerous. 234 
In what reſpett a man may change his calling. ibid. 
Ged will have all uncleannefſe layd open in her colours. See Adul- 


tery. 
W. 
V V Ants and weakneſſes of religions couples pardoned. 17: 
Women wooers threaten woe. 57. 
Wives doe oftentimes juſtly ſiunsble at the folly of their huſbands. 
214. Paſſages of ſuch tolly named. ibid. Foure inſtavces men- 
tioned. 215. 
Carcleſſe drſerters of their wives in the affaires of the family, odi 
ons, 230, 
Honour ayd reſpeitiveneſſe to the Wife the third and laf perſonal 
duty of the huſband. 236. The opening of the point, ib1d. The 
root of thu 15 union of tws in one fleſh. 237. Reaſons of it.1.No- 
thing gained by we 047 6 2, Wiſe ones willingly beare with 
fooles. 3. Gods comman requires it, 4. Wee owe it to a Chri- 
ftian, even to lay onr life downe; how mmch mere here. 239. 
240. 
Wives maſt not have any peculiar wealth apart from their We 
bands,but common. 28g. If they deſire any ftracks that way, 
they muſt deſarve it by their good Carriage, 290. 
Womens providence and hw{witery ftands un three things. 1. I» 
bringing in ſomewhat. 2. In ſtoring [afely that which he pre- 
pares. 3. Indifpencing family expences and proviſions. 291. 
292.293: 
What kinde of belpers waſtfull wives are. 30I. 
Provident wives muſt not bee conceited of their parts, mor proud 
and upbr aiding: their right hand muſs not what their 
left hayd apth. | et” 
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A-prond women can uever be an obedient wiſe. 275,.infine, 
wedding Ring ,and the Jewels thereof. A Reiags 75 Wes ; 
A goed wife not to be refu(ed, though found in a bad Family, but 
rather to be choſen. 59. and prejerred before one out of a- good. 
ibid, And why, 
Tenderneſſe andreſpeFt to the wife. T he true model ofit is Chriſtt 
renderneſſe to his Church. 240. In what particulars it conſiſts, 
I. In tendering her Soule above al things. 2. Tenderneſſe to 
ker perſon,to wit, in her eſtimation. 3. Integrity and openhear- 
redneſſe. 4. Comfort in heavineſſe. 5. Sparing her from &x- 
ceſſive toile, 6. Indulgence in lawfull ous 7. Conni- 
wence at mnavoidable infirmities. 8, Commending her virtmes, 
9. Swpply of neceſſaries and comfortable ſupports, 10. Re- 
ſpeliveneſſe muſt be the Connſeltor.241.242.243. 244. 245. 
246. 247; 248. 249. 250. 251. 
Terror to all Nabals and blocks : their deſcription. Counſel to the 
wronged _ | ; 251. 252, 
Deſcription of the huſbands tenderneſſe ts the wife. 245+ 
T woextreames of tenderne ſe. viz: Rowghneſſe,V x5 iouſneſſe. 25. 
Reſpeltiveneſſe to the perſon of the W.fe conſiſts in Proteltion. In 
preſerving her reputation. In relieving her bodily infirmi- 


ties, 242, 
No works ſo honourable as to makg the Wife a veſſell of honour 
fir ft, and then for mariage. 252. 


Duties from the Wife to the Huſband three. 1. Smbjeftion. 2, 
Helpfulneſſe. 283. Wherem 1t ft.inds, Anſwer in 3. Branches. 
I. In Gods matters. 2. Tothe eſtate outward. 3. Inreſpelt 
of the maried condition. 284. 285. 286. 287. 288. 28g. 
290. 291. 292. 293. 294. 295. 296. 297. 298. 299. 300. 
391. 302. 303. 


T; 
Jour _ to redeeme her golden ſeaſon in reſpeft of mariage, 
and how. 46. 


Tons waſtfull Heires overthrow thair mariages. 232, Admoni- 
 810n to Parents in that kind. 161d, 


FINIS. 


